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Abstract. The widespread phrase ‘Bereg culture’ is generally used for an individual cultural unit in the Upper Tisza Region 
hallmarked by wheel-thrown, grey pottery in the Late Roman Period. In this article a new interpretation is presented ba-
sed on the lately analysed settlements in Hungary. Accordingly, the inhabitants of the Przeworsk settlements had begun to 
use fine, wheel-thrown ware produced in pottery workshops already from the end of the 2nd century AD. Part of the vessels 
was decorated with stamped motifs resembling Roman provincial pottery from Dacia. The fine, wheel-thrown bowls, jugs 
and pots with stamped decoration constituted only a part of the pottery inventory used in the Przeworsk settlements in the 
Upper Tisza Region from the 2nd to the 4th centuries AD.

Abstract. Der weit verbreitete Ausdruck „Bereg-Kultur” wird im Allgemeinen für eine einzelne Kultureinheit in der Obere 
Theißgebiet verwendet, die in der spätrömischen Zeit von mit grauen Drehscheibenkeramik geprägt wurde. In diesem 
Artikel wird eine neue Interpretation vorgestellt, die auf den kürzlich analysierten kaiserzeitlichen Siedlungen in Ungarn 
basiert. Dementsprechend hatten die Bewohner der Siedlungen der innerkarpatischen Przeworsk Kultur bereits ab Ende des 
2. Jahrhunderts n. Chr. mit der Verwendung feiner Drehscheibenkeramik begonnen, die in Keramikwerkstätten hergestellt wur-
de. Ein Teil der Gefäße war mit gestempelten Motiven verziert, die römischen Provinzkeramik aus Dacia ähnelten. Die feinen, 
scheibengedrehte Schüsseln, Krüge und Töpfe mit gestempeltem Verzierung bildeten nur einen Teil des Keramikspektrum, 
der in den Siedlungen von Przeworsk-Kultur in der Obere Theißgebiet vom 2. bis 4. Jahrhundert n. Chr. verwendet wurde.

The Przeworsk culture in the Carpathian Basin

During the Roman Period, the valleys of the mountainous and hilly areas belonging to the catchment area 
of the Upper Tisza in the northeastern part of Hungary were occupied by communities representing the 
so-called Przeworsk culture (Gindele 2010: 9–11; Lamiová-Schmiedlová 1969: Abb. 1; Soós 2016: Fig. 1), 
usually identified ethnically as Vandals (Prohászka 2006; Olędzki 1999: 109). Up to this day, the exact 
extent of the Przeworsk settlement area in the Carpathian Basin could not be outlined in all regions. The 
available data suggests that a clear boundary was set to it by the Dacian limes towards the southeast as well 
as the Sarmatian settlement area in the Great Hungarian Plain to the south-southwest (Gindele 2010: 10, 
Karte 2; Masek 2012: 254–256). At the present state of research, the western limits of the Przeworsk settle-
ment area in the Carpathian Basin cannot be clearly defined, but is seems that in the territory west of the 
River Sajó/Slaná the material culture characteristic of the Quads was more dominant (Soós 2017: 36–37; 
Soós, Tankó 2018). The northeastern limits are even more vague: some researchers suggested the presence 
of the Carpathian Barrow Culture in the mountainous areas of the Maramureş Region, however its spread 
within the Carpathian Basin is disputed (Kobály 1998: 122–123; Vakulenko 2008: Fig. 1; Istvánovits, Kulcsár 
2017: 255–256, Fig. 204).
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The so-called ‘Bereg culture’ and the spread of wheel-thrown pottery  
in the settlement territory of the Przeworsk culture

For a long time, the identification and interpretation of settlement remains belonging to the Przeworsk 
burials, the ethnicity of which is generally defined as Vandals, sometimes as Lugi or Victofali (Bóna 1993: 
106–107; Olędzki 1999: 109; 2017: 189–190), encountered difficulties in Hungarian research. Up to the 1980s, 
no larger settlements were excavated. Pottery finds recovered during probe excavations were related to cer-
tain ethnic groups based on their typology and decoration. As a result, hand-formed, coarse ware was usu-
ally identified as Dacian, while Roman Age wheel thrown pottery was defined as Celtic, and hand-formed 
fine polished ware as Germanic, often within the same settlement or even the same archaeological feature 
(Lamiová-Schmiedlová 1969; Végh 1964; 1985; 1989; 1999). Grey wheel-thrown pottery came to light at Late 
Roman Age settlements in large amounts, however research could not relate it to any ethnic group, thus 
settlements were described as ‘ethnically not determinable’.

It was the same methodological approach which has lead to the concept of the ‘Bereg culture’, indi-
cating Late Roman Age wheel-thrown ware with stamped decoration and archaeological sites yielding 
this type of pottery.

The definition ‘Bereg culture’ was first used by Dezső Csallány, researcher of the pottery workshop 
centre of Beregsurány. Based on the large quantity of archaeological material recovered at the site, he 
hypothesised the existence of an autonomous culture characterized by stamped ware in the 5–6th cen-
tury AD, which he assumed to be Gepids or Vandal (Csallány 1966). The archaeological material of 
Beregsurány is still unpublished. Nevertheless, the definition ‘Bereg culture’ as an individual culture was 
partially accepted, partially modified by Hungarian and international research. István Bóna described 
‘craftsmen beyond peoples’ whose products were most probably purchased also by Vandals (Bóna 1993: 
106–107). Maria Lamiová-Schmiedlová compared the production and distribution of stamped ware to 
that of terra sigillata workshops. She also regarded the appearance of this pottery type as an individual 
phenomenon of civilization not related to any ethnic group, suggesting the term ‘Blažice type’ instead 
of ‘Bereg culture’ (Lamiová-Schmiedlová 1969: 473).

The research of the Germanic settlement area in the Carpathian Basin witnessed a considerable setback 
after the 1960s. It regained impetus only in the last decade, as the results of the excavations carried out  
after the change of the political system on the territory of Slovakia, Romania and Hungary, were published, 
as well as find assemblages from earlier archaeological digs were re-evaluated (Gindele, Istvánovits 2009; 
Luštiková 2013; Soós 2014a; 2017). However, international research still relied on previous publications 
describing wheel-thrown stamped ware as the indicator of an autonomous culture (Olędzki 1999: 118, 126; 
2014: 324; Błażejewski 2014: 54–58). An important factor was that publications of several related archae-
ological sites were scarcely available and then only in Hungarian, Slovakian or Romanian (Soós 2014b). 
Even though most studies use the term ‘Bereg culture’ in a chronological sense, namely to imply the ma-
terial culture of the Late Roman Age, the concept of an autonomous ‘Bereg culture’ still appears in recent 
Hungarian and international research (Pintye 2010; Istvánovits, Kulcsár 2017: 303, 323, Fig. 252–254).

Archaeological material related to 
Germanic peoples first appeared in 
the 2nd century in this territory previ-
ously occupied by Late Iron Age com-
munities. The find material from the 
cremation burials with weapons as well 
as from settlements shows a close rela-
tion to the material of the Przeworsk 
culture, spreading in the southeast-
ern part of Poland at about the same 
time (Madyda-Legutko, Rodzińka-
Nowak 2012; Madyda-Legutko et al. 
2013). Research has long since related 
this migration wave, also mentioned 
among the events of the Marcomannic 
wars (Godłowski 1984; Prohászka 2006: 
91–92), with the arrival of Germanic 
groups named ‘Hasdingi Vandals’, 
‘Victofali’ and ‘Lacringi’. Part of the 
archaeological material can be dat-
ed to the first half of the 2nd century, 
that is, earlier than that suggested by 
the historical sources (Hullám 2012: 
86, 5. Ábra; Gindele 2013). However, 
the majority of the burials as well as 
settlement remains can be dated to the 
end of the 2nd century – first half of 
the 3rd century AD (period B2/C1–C1), 
hinting towards a massive demographic 
growth in this period. Settlements were 
continuously inhabited up to the end of 

the Roman Age (Gindele 2010: 137–146; Soós 2016: 460), nonetheless the few cremation burials with weapons 
disappeared completely after the middle of the 3rd century (Hullám 2012: 92).

Although very few historical sources concern the Late Roman Age of the geographical area in question, they 
all report on an autonomous community of military importance with independent foreign relations (Istvánovits, 
Kulcsár 2017: 318–337). The princely graves of Ostrovany and Cejkov, being outstanding examples of the Leuna-
Haßleben type royal burials, bear witness to the regional role of power as well as to social development in the Late 
Roman Age (Prohászka 2006; Quast 2009: 5–6).

Fig. 1. The northeastern part of the Carpathian Basin in the 2–3rd century AD.

Abb. 1. Der nordöstliche Teil des Karpatenbeckens im 2. bis 3. Jh. nach Chr.

Fig. 2. Archaeological sites of the Przework culture in the Carpathian Basin.

Abb. 2. Die Fundstellen der Przework-Kultur im Karpatenbecken.
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Beregsurány-Barátság kert/Luzanka-Sad Drujbi, extending over the Hungarian-Ukrainian border. At 
this site, remains of more than a hundred pottery kilns were documented on the bank of the Stream 
Mic (Kotigorosko 1995: 293–308, Fig. 75–79). Another settlement specialized in pottery production 
was unearthed at Blaźice-Bohdanovce-Dorina in Slovakia, including 27 pottery kilns (Pastor 1960; 
Jurečko 1982). Smaller workshops with one or two kilns producing stamped pottery beside other 
types of wheel-thrown ware are frequently located on the fringes of Late Roman Age settlements, for 
example at Čičarovce-Vel’ká Mol’va (Kaminská 2005), Malé Raškovce and Ostrovany-Nad Imonou 
(Lamiová-Schmiedlová, Tomášová 1995) in Slovakia, Tiszacsoma/Csoma (Gindele, Istvánovits 2011: 
183) and Beregovo IV (Kotigorosko 1995: 118, Fig. 93) in the Ukraine, Satu Mare 2–4. Farm (Gindele, 
Istvánovits 2011: 144), Zalău-Valea Mâţii-PECO (Matei, Stanciu 2000: 153) and Zalău-Bd. Mihai 
Viteazul 104–106 (Gindele, Istvánovits 2011) in the territory of Romania.

The knowledge of the potter’s wheel had spread from the territories enclosed by the Carpathian 
Mountains to the Przeworsk settlement area in Poland as well. In contrast to the pottery produc-
tion centres around Kraków (Dobrzańska 1990: Abb. 25; 2011), Przeworsk communities living in the 
valley of the River Opava were served by one or two pottery kilns per settlement (Loskotová 2011: 
257). Stamped decoration is however not characteristic in the territories north of the Carpathian 
Mountains. Stamped pottery recovered in this area rather show relation to the post-Chernyakhov 
horizon as well as the Nordkarpatische Gruppe (Giertlová-Kučerová, Soják 2005; Madyda-Legutko, 
Tunia 2008: 231–232, Fig. 2, Fig. 3).

In the territory of Hungary no pottery kilns have been recovered as yet, however in contrast to previous 
conclusions (Gindele, Istvánovits 2011: Karte 2) the find material of settlements does include wheel-thrown 
stamped ceramic sherds. A publication of these is prerequisite to a comprehensive evaluation of the topic 
discussed in this paper.

1.	 Abaújszántó
Stray find 
Rim fragment of a bowl 
Wheel-thrown grey bowl made of fine grained clay. Biconical with outward bending rim, its 
shoulder decorated with a horizontal band of stamped rosettes enclosed by horizontal grooves. 
Wall-thickness: 0,7 cm; d (rim): 13 cm (Fig. 3/1).

2.	 Arka-Fónyi patak
During a small-scale excavation carried out at the site in 1959–1960 five pits as well as a semi-sub-
terranean building with six posts were unearthed. The ceramic material consisted of fine black 
Przeworsk bowls, coarse cooking pots and granaries as well as wheel-thrown sherds. Based on the 
shapes of local pottery as well as on terra sigillata sherds from the Westerndorf and Rheinzabern 
workshops recovered at the site, it can be dated to the second half/end of the 2nd century and the 
3rd century AD (in details: Soós 2017).

Lately, this concept is being reviewed. Previously, sites known only through stray finds or probe exca-
vations of very limited extent were defined based on the conspicuous stamped ceramic fragments. However, 
the evaluation of the find material of settlements excavated over a larger area suggests that pottery deco-
rated in this style constituted only part of the household pottery assemblage including other types of fine 
and coarse ware (Gindele, Istvánovits 2011; Soós 2015).

In contrast to the Quadi settlement area (Švaňa 2011), production and use of wheel-thrown pottery 
became widespread at a relatively early stage in the Przeworsk settlements of the Carpathian Basin. The 
indigenous roots of the technique are not yet fully retraceable, however, based on the latest research results 
from Medieşu Aurit, Dacians may have played the role of intermediary (Gindele 2015b). Initially, traditional 
Germanic hand-formed biconical black pots had a strong influence on vessel forms produced on the potter’s 
wheel. As a result, a peculiar typological group came to being in Przeworsk territory, easy to distinguish 
from earlier Celtic, Dacian and Sarmatian wheel-thrown ware (Soós 2016, Fig. 5).

The archaeological material of the settlements suggests that the composition of the average 
household pottery assemblage has been quite varied. At first, tableware consisted almost exclusively 
of hand-formed, fine polished Przeworsk pots, larger and smaller bowls. Good quality wheel-thrown 
ware complemented these to an ever-growing proportion. Initially, vessels used to store liquids such as 
jugs and cups, later bowls were also more and more frequently produced on the potter’s wheel, however, 
in contrast to previous opinions (Lamiová-Schmiedlová 1969; Olędzki 2014), traditional hand-formed 
Przeworsk pottery stayed in use as well (Soós 2015: 373–374, 189. Kép; Soós 2016: Fig. 5).

Without question, the extensive spread of stamped ware was related to the pottery workshops of 
the neighbouring Dacia province specialised in the production of stamped bowls. The workshops 
of Porolissum, which operated from the beginning of the 2nd century AD, mostly satisfied local de-
mand by producing tableware to substitute terra sigillata, this latter being quite expensive due to the 
geographical location of the province (Gudea, Filip 1997: 15, 28; Filip 2008). Stamped decoration has 
spread quickly in the Przeworsk territory, where mainly black and grey bowls, jugs and cups were 
produced. Provincial craftsmen from Dacia may have had an important role in the spread of stamped 
ware as well as the establishment of pottery producing settlements and workshops in the Barbaricum, 
thus gaining a new outlet for their products (Filip 2008: 277–278).

The so-called ‘Beregsurány’ or ‘Blažice type’ stamped ware produced in the Barbaricum has spread over 
a larger territory mainly west of Dacia, as well as east of the Slovak Ore Mountains from the 2nd century 
AD, in the C1b–C2–C3 period. Its production started somewhat earlier in the surroundings of Zalău, lo-
cated quite close to the Dacian limes and we cannot exclude the possibility that in certain geographical re-
gions workshops still produced this type of pottery at the turn of the 4th and 5th centuries. At the moment 
we know of 149 archaeological sites from the Upper Tisza Region where stamped pottery fragments came 
to light (Gindele, Istvánovits 2011: 148–149, 160, Karte 2).

Throughout the Przeworsk settlement area in the Carpathian Basin there existed both settle-
ments specialised in pottery production as well as small workshops catering to local demand. The 
largest known pottery workshop centre, which among others produced stamped ware as well, is 
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4.	 Garadna-Kastély zug
During rescue excavations were carried out at the site in 1959–1960. The archaeological material 
which came to light from the test trenches was documented according to layers, as no archaeolo-
gical features could be identified. Beside a large amount of wheel-thrown bowls, pots and jugs 
numerous sherds from hand-formed coarse pots as well as some fine Przeworsk pottery fragments 
came to light. Based on terra sigillata sherds from the Severan era as well as a fragment belonging 
to a faceted, conical Roman glass beaker the site can be dated from the end of the 2nd century to 
the middle third of the 4th century AD (in details: Soós 2014a). 

Body fragment
Body fragment of a fine, wheel-thrown grey vessel, decorated with two roughly accomplished 
concentric circles. Wall-thickness: 0,7 cm (Fig. 3/5).

5.	 Garadna-Kovács tanya (Elkerülő út, 1. lh)
In 2002–2003, rescue excavations were carried out at the site located close to the River Hernád. 
At the present state of research this is the second largest excavated and evaluated Przeworsk settlement 
in the Carpathian Basin after the one unearthed at Csengersima-Petea (Gindele, Istvánovits 2009). 
Altogether 430 archaeological features were identified over a territory of 6100 square metres (Csengeri, 
Pusztai 2008). At the site 26 semi-subterranean post structure buildings were excavated, which consti-
tuted five groups (Fig. 4). These were located about 20–30 metres from each other and included five to 
ten buildings each. In all, 27 huge clay pits as well as 134 storage pits of various size filled with dome-
stic waste were excavated, which once belonged to the buildings. 22 pits contained animal skeletons 
either partial or full, among which mostly dogs, but also pigs, goats/sheep as well as cats were identified 
(Daróczi-Szabó 2009). In the area enclosed by the buildings a number of rectangular fireplaces were li-
ned up in north to south and east to west rows. These features of unknown function yielded only pieces 
of charcoal and stones (Soós 2011; Gindele 2015a).

The archaeological material reaching almost 13 000 pieces mostly included pottery fragments. The 
majority of the typical hand-formed Przeworsk ware consisted of deep biconical bowls and pots  
(Fig. 5/1–4), beside which a few small bowls and cups (Fig. 5/5), sometimes decorated with incised, 
grooved or impressed decoration also came to light. Ceramics produced on the potter’s wheel mainly 
included bowls with semispherical, biconical and articulated body (Fig. 5/7–9), jugs with narrow neck 
(Fig. 5/6) as well as fewer pots, biconical vessels and cups. Although wheel-thrown ware was present in 
an impressive amount, the majority of the fragments were without decoration. Hand-formed coarse 
cooking vessels mainly included pots, but the same material and technique was used to produce vessels 
of various functions imitating the forms of fine Przeworsk ware, such as bowls of different sizes, small 
pots, mugs, cups, lids, miniature vessels and oven pans (Fig. 5/10–14). The villagers used large sized 
granaries with broad, grooved rims to store agricultural products (Fig. 5/15).

I/3. cylindrical storage pit 
Body fragment of a storage vessel 
Brownish grey body fragment of a vessel made of sandy clay, with stamped decoration  
(serrated circle motif). Wall-thickness: 0,8 cm (Fig. 3/2). 
Body fragment
Brown body fragment of a hand-throwned coarse vessel made of sandy, grainy clay with stamped 
egg-and-dart decoration. Wall-thickness: 0,8 cm (Fig. 3/4).

3.	 Bodrogkeresztúr-Kutyasor
Stray find, perhaps remains of a Late Roman Age settlement (Végh 1975: 69, II. T. 1). 
Rim fragment
Rim fragment of a wheel-thrown storage vessel made of sandy clay. Outward bending grooved 
rim, cylindrical neck and rapidly broadening bowl. Decorated on its shoulder with two irregular 
bands of stamped serrated oval motifs enclosed by roughly incised horizontal lines.  
Wall-thickness: 1,1 cm; d (rim): 20 cm (Fig. 3/3).

Fig. 3. Pottery fragments with stamped-in decoration from Przeworsk sites: 1 – Abaújszántó; 2, 4 – Arka–Fónyi patak;  

3 – Bodrogkeresztúr–Kutyasor; 5 – Garadna–Kastély zug.

Abb. 3. Gestempelte Keramik aus Przeworsk–Siedlungen: 1 – Abaújszántó; 2, 4 – Arka–Fónyi patak; 3 – Bodrogkeresztúr–Kutyasor; 

5 – Garadna–Kastély zug.
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Fig. 4. Ground plan of the Garadna–Kovács tanya site. 

Abb. 4. Die Fundstelle Garadna–Kovács tanya.

Fig. 5. Types of pottery from the Garadna–Kovács tanya site.

Abb. 5. Keramikfunde aus Garadna–Kovács tanya.
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The evaluation of the settlement provided important new data to the research of Przeworsk 
settlements. The village had a linear structure in which the domestic units consisting of 
semi-subterranean buildings in the centre and related clay pits, storage pits and rectangular 
fireplaces were always renewed at the same location. The pottery typo-chronology of the 
site suggests that the material culture of the community evolved uninterrupted to the end 
of the Roman Age. Hand-formed Przeworsk vessels were still in use in the late period whi-
le the domestic pottery assemblage was more and more supplemented with wheel-thrown 
ware (Soós 2015: 206–254; 2016).

Str. no. 42–50 clay pits 
Fragment of a bowl
Fragment of a fine wheel-thrown grey biconical bowl with a thin slip. Decorated with 
a horizontal groove below its outward bending rim, shoulder slightly bending with stamped 
decoration: impressed double concentric circles in a double arc, enclosed by incised arched lines. 
Wall-thickness: 0,7 cm; d (rim): 20 cm (Fig. 7/1) (see detailed in: Soós 2014b). 

Body fragment
Body fragment of a fine, hand-formed, globular vessel of black colour. Both inner and outer 
surface polished. Decorated with an incised horizontal line below which irregular oval and  
leaf-shaped stamped motifs are visible. Wall-thickness: 0,6 cm (Fig. 7/2).

Str. no. 63 clay pit 
Fragments of a pot
Fragments of a fine, wheel-thrown, black pot with wide, straight bottom. On the middle part  
of the body irregular stamped decoration made up of semicircular serrated lines, smaller rosettes 
and larger serrated oval motifs. Wall-thickness: 0,8 cm; d (bottom): 14 cm (Fig. 7/3).

Str. no. 103 clay pit 
Body fragment of a bowl 
Body fragment of a fine, wheel-thrown biconical bowl of light grey colour. On its shoulder 
remains of decoration are traceable: a narrow groove with a two-rowed, semicircular serrated 
motif above it. Wall-thickness: 0,9 cm (Fig. 7/4).

Str. no. 153 pit 
Shoulder fragment of a jug
Fragment of a fine, wheel-thrown black jug with a conical shoulder with stamped 
decoration: three smaller rosettes surrounding a larger rosette. Wall-thickness: 0,5 cm;  
d (shoulder): 16 cm (Fig. 7/5).

Evidences of intensive trade relations towards the Roman Empire are the almost 70 pieces of terra sigil-
lata (Fig. 6/1–3) from the Rheinzabern, Westerdorf and Pfaffenhofen workshops (Gyalai 2009) as well 
as 47 pieces of Pannonian grey ware (Pannonische Glanztonwäre) (Fig. 6/4) and three fragments of rare 
glass beakers (Fig. 6/5–6).

The earliest datable find from the site is a denarius of Faustina. The 2nd half of the 2nd century and 
the beginning of the 3rd century AD is represented by terra sigillata from Rheinzabern, glass beakers 
(Fig. 6/5), grey slipped bowls, a Knee Booch (Fig. 6/11) (Cociş 2004: 88–90, Pl. LXII), an one-
piece Sarmatian buckle (Fig. 6/8) (Vaday 1989: 66, Abb. 8, 2), round-backed antler combs as well as 
a Kaczanowski XIII. type spearhead (Fig. 6/7) (Kaczanowski 1995: 21–22, Tabl. 1–4, Tabl. XX). In the 
find material several object types characteristic for the whole late Roman period were also present, such 
as one-piece brooches with inverted foot and upper chord type Almgren 158 (Peškar 1972: 106–107) as 
well as iron brooches with inverted foot (Fig. 6/9–10). According to the superpositions as well as the 
continuous accumulation of domestic waste, the settlement has been continuously inhabited in the Late 
Roman Age too. Based on a fragment from a conical Roman glass beaker (Fig. 6/6) (Barkóczi 1988: 83, 
47 types b–c–d) and a double-sided bone comb, the settlement must have been abandoned sometime in 
the last quarter of the 4th century AD.

Fig. 6. Small finds from the Garadna–Kovács tanya site.

Abb. 6. Kleinfunde aus Garadna–Kovács tanya.
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Body fragment
Body fragment of a fine, wheel-thrown biconical vessel of black colour and polished surface. The 
middle of the body is articulated with a sharp horizontal cord, the shoulder is decorated with stamped 
motifs: closely aligned rosettes as well as a larger solitary rosette. Wall-thickness: 0,5 cm (Fig. 8/4). 

Body fragment of a bowl
Fragment of a fine, hand-formed biconical bowl of dark grey colour. Its surface is polished.  
Body and shoulder articulated with horizontal grooves, among which pairs of short serrated lines 
aligned radially can be seen, imitating a floral pattern. Wall-thickness: 0,5 cm (Fig. 8/5).

Str. no. 296 rectangular fireplace
Body fragment of a bowl

Bottom fragment of a bowl
Fragment of a fine, wheel-thrown globular vessel of light grey colour. Roughly finished, covered 
with a clay coating. The vessel is arched with wide standring. The middle part of the body is 
articulated with a narrow horizontal groove, below which stamped decoration is visible: irregular, 
serrated oval motifs. Wall-thickness: 0,9–1,3 cm; d (bottom): 7,5 cm (Fig. 8/1).

Str. 275. pit
Fragments of a bowl
Fragments of a fine wheel-thrown biconical bowl of brownish-grey colour. Slightly outward 
bending rim, and standring at the bottom. The middle part of the body is articulated with 
a narrow horizontal groove, on the shoulder a stamped decoration consisting of rosettes 
connected by arched double serrated lines is visible. Wall-thickness: 0,6 cm; d (rim): 20 cm;  
d (bottom): 7 cm (Fig. 8/2).

Str. no. 276 Semi-subterranean building
Body fragment of a bowl
Fragment of a fine, hand-formed biconical bowl of reddish brown colour. Its surface is polished, 
on its shoulder and side irregular stamped decoration consisting of double serrated circles and 
larger oval motifs connected by serrated lines is visible. Wall-thickness: 0,7 cm (Fig. 8/3).

Fig. 7. Pottery fragments with stamped-in decoration from Przeworsk sites: 1–5 – Garadna–Kovács tanya.

Abb. 7. Gestempelte Keramik aus Przeworsk–Siedlungen: 1–5 – Garadna–Kovács tanya.

Fig. 8. Pottery fragments with stamped-in decoration from Przeworsk sites: 1–8 – Garadna–Kovács tanya.

Abb. 8. Gestempelte Keramik aus Przeworsk–Siedlungen: 1–8 – Garadna–Kovács tanya.
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Fragment of a fine, wheel-thrown vessel of black colour. Finished with a coat of varnish. Stamped 
decoration consisting of concentric rhombic motifs connected by simple or double serrated, 
arched lines. Wall-thickness: 0,5 cm; d: 22 cm (Fig. 8/6).

Str. no. 323 storage pit
Rim fragment of a bowl
Fragment of a fine, wheel-thrown biconical bowl of red colour. Slightly outward bending rim, 
shoulder mildly bulging. The middle of the rim is articulated with a deeper groove. On the 
shoulder and middle of the body, decorated by a horizontal row of irregular rosettes between 
shallow, horizontal grooves. Wall-thickness: 0,6 cm; d (rim): 18 cm (Fig. 8/7).

Str. no. 324 storage pit
Bowl
Fine, wheel-thrown bowl reddish brown colour. Outward bending rim, slightly biconical body 
and standring. The shoulder is articulated by a deep groove. In the upper part of the body 
decorated with a horizontal band of stamped double concentric circles. Wall-thickness: 0,7 cm;  
d (rim): 16 cm; d (bottom): 6,5 cm; height: 9,5 cm (Fig. 8/8).

6.	 Hernádvécse-Nagy rét, site no. 4
Rescue excavations at the sites Hernádvécse-Nagy rét no. 4, no. 5, no. 6 and no. 7 were carried 
out in 2004. Located on a terrace of the River Hernád, the sites revealed the remains of a diffuse 
Przeworsk settlement beside the traces of inhabitation from prehistoric times as well as the 
Hunnic period. Post structure buildings built on the surface as well as smaller, semi-subterranean 
dwellings with six posts constituted the centre of the settlement. Domestic waste accumulated 
in smaller and larger pits of irregular size, originally used as clay pits, located some 40 metres 
from the buildings. The economic quarter of the settlement was excavated in the southern half 
of the archaeological site, including smaller, semi-subterranean buildings with two posts as well 
as storage pits. About 40–50 metres north of the buildings built on the surface several dozen 
rectangular fireplaces were located, lined up in multiple rows. No other settlement features were 
found nearby (Fig. 9).

The archaeological material of the settlement consisted almost exclusively of hand-formed 
Przeworsk fine (Fig. 10/1–3, 6, 9–10) and coarse ware (Fig. 10/7, 11–15), supplemented by a few 
sherds originating from granaries. Based on fragments of terra sigillata from the Rheinzabern 
and Westerndorf workshops (Fig. 10/16), moreover a fragment of and early type mortarium 
(Fig. 10/8) as well as that of a transparent, green rectangular glass bottle, the settlement could 
have been inhabited from the 2nd half of the 2nd century to the beginning of the 3rd century AD 
(Soós 2015: 94–162).

Fig. 9. Hernádvécse–Nagy rét site.

Abb. 9. Die Fundstelle Hernádvécse–Nagy rét.
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Str. 48. storage pit 
Fragments of a bowl
Coarse, wheel-thrown deep bowl made of sandy clay, of reddish brown colour. Outward ben-
ding profiled rim, bulging body. The middle part of the body is decorated with a horizontal band 
of stamped rosettes above which asymmetrical stamped motifs resembling rosettes can be seen. 
Wall-thickness: 1 cm; d (rim): 24 cm (Fig. 11/1).

7.	 Mezőzombor-Temető 
In 2000–2001 a small-scale excavation was carried out at the site, located on a hill rising above 
the one-time floodplain of the Szerencsköz. In 2001, an area of 300 square metres was excavated 
where a semi-subterranean building as well as 16 pits came to light from the Roman Age. Beside 
the ceramic find material similar to that of the above-mentioned settlements 14 terra sigillata 
sherds were also found, most probably datable to the Severan era. As a working hypothesis, the 
settlement remains can be dated to the end of the 2nd century – 3rd century AD.

Body fragment of a bowl
Body fragment of a fine, wheel-thrown grey bowl, decorated with an incised horizontal line and 
above it, stamped rosettes. Wall-thickness: 0,6 cm (Fig. 11/2).

Feature no. 39. pit 
Body fragment 
Body fragment of a wheel-thrown grey polished vessel, with stamped decoration  
(a smaller and a larger two-rowed rosette). Wall-thickness: 0,6 cm (Fig. 11/3).

Body fragment
Body fragment of a wheel-thrown grey vessel, decorated with coarsely accomplished stamped 
motifs (double rhombic motif made up of concentric lines). Wall-thickness: 0,7 cm (Fig. 11/4).

8.	 Szerencs-Rákóczi utca
Stray finds, probably the remains of a Roman Age settlement (Végh 1975: 79, XXIII. T. 3–8).

Body fragment
Body fragment of a fine wheel-thrown grey vessel, its surface polished in bands and decorated 
with stamped rosettes. D: 22 cm, Wall-thickness: 0,6 cm (Fig. 11/5).

Body fragment of a bowl 
Body fragment of a fine, wheel-thrown bowl decorated with a broad, flat rib with incisions,  
and below it larger, serrated arches. Wall-thickness: 0,7 cm (Fig. 11/6). 

Although the village excavated at Hernádvécse-Nagy rét was at least partly parallelly inhabited 
with the settlement unearthed at Garadna-Kovács tanya, the archaeological material of the two 
sites represent different traditions. The presence of archaic forms as well as the almost complete 
absence of wheel-thrown ware hints to a community with different regional connections. Possibly 
it belongs to another horizon, identified at some archaeological sites in Romania as well, datable 
to the period of the Marcomannic wars (Gindele 2014: 141).

Fig. 10. Finds from Hernádvécse–Nagy rét site.

Abb. 10. Funde aus Hernádvécse–Nagy rét.

Wheel-thrown stamped ware from settlements of the Przeworsk culture in the territory of Hungary. A re-evaluation… Eszter Soós



395394

Body fragment 
Body fragment of a fine, wheel-thrown vessel of grey colour. It is decorated with a stamped  
rosette as well as single serrated lines. Wall-thickness: 0,5 cm (Fig. 11/13). 

Body fragment of a pot 
Body fragment of a wheel-thrown, globular pot of reddish brown colour, made of grainy clay.  
In the middle part of the body decorated with a horizontal band of stamped rosettes.  
Wall-thickness: 1,2 cm (Fig. 11/14).

Body fragments 
Body fragments of a wheel-thrown brownish grey vessel with hand-smoothed surface.  
Its stamped decoration consist of two vertically, double triangular motifs made up of simple  
and serrated concentric lines. The corners of the triangles are accentuated with double  
concentric circle motifs. Wall-thickness: 0,8 cm (Fig. 11/7).

9.	 Viss-Kutyor
Stray finds.

Body fragment of a jug
Body fragment of a wheel-thrown grey jug with a narrow neck, with irregular stamped 
decoration: rosettes and short double serrated lines. Wall-thickness: 0,6 cm (Fig. 11/8). 

Rim fragment of a bowl 
Fragment of a fine wheel-thrown grey bowl with short, outward bending rim and a curved neck. 
Below the rim semicircular serrated lines can be seen, stamped across each other. Wall-thickness: 
0,5 cm; d (rim): 21 cm (Fig. 11/9).

10.	 Zalkod-Jakab domb
During the excavation of the site in 1965, a single building and 10–12 pits came to light in sondages of 
about 200 square metres altogether. The archaeological features can be dated to the Roman Age (Salamon 
1966; 1970). The pottery find material mainly consisted of wheel-thrown pots, bowls and jugs in addition 
to hand-formed pots. Beside thin walled granaries, typical Przeworsk fine ware constituted the smaller 
part of the find assemblage. The settlement can preliminarily be dated to the Late Roman Age. 

Rim fragment of a bowl 
Rim fragment of a fine, wheel-thrown bowl covered in a black varnish. Under the slightly 
outward bending rim a zig-zag pattern made up of fine serrated lines can be seen.  
Wall-thickness: 0,8 cm; d (rim): 16 cm (Fig. 11/10). 

Rim fragment of a bowl 
Rim fragment of a wheel-thrown conical bowl of grey colour. The swollen rim is articulated with 
grooves. Under the rim a single, serrated arch can be seen. Wall thickness: 0,6 cm, d (rim): 16 cm 
(Fig. 11/11). 

Body fragment of a bowl 
Body fragment of a fine, wheel-thrown bowl of brownish grey colour. Below its rim a horizontal decora-
tive band can be seen made up of left oriented single serrated arches. Wall-thickness: 0,5 cm (Fig. 11/12). 

Fig. 11. Pottery fragments with stamped-in decoration from Przeworsk sites: 1 – Hernádvécse–Nagy rét;  

2–4 – Mezőzombor–Temető; 5–7 – Szerencs–Rákóczi utca; 8–9 – Viss–Kutyor; 10–14 – Zalkod–Jakab domb.

Abb. 11. Gestempelte Keramik aus Przeworsk–Siedlungen: 1 – Hernádvécse–Nagy rét; 2–4 – Mezőzombor–Temető;  

5–7 – Szerencs–Rákóczi utca; 8–9 – Viss–Kutyor; 10–14 – Zalkod–Jakab domb.
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Analysis of stamped decoration

In general, stamped decoration on ceramic fragments from the territory of Hungary consists of the simplest, 
mostly wide-spread motifs while more complex motifs are absent.

Rhombic motifs (Fig. 12/1–2) were quite frequent on stamped pottery fragments from Porolissum 
(Filip 2008: Pl. CXXIII, U10a–U20), as well as from Romanian and Slovakian sites once belonging to 
the territory of the Barbaricum (Gindele, Istvánovits 2011: Abb. 95–96; Lamiová-Schmiedlová 1969: 
Abb. 42, 17–18, 21–22; Gudea, Filip 1997: 143, Abb. 15). In the Hungarian material the rhombic mo-
tif appears on a fragment found at Garadna as well as on another, coarser piece from Mezőzombor. 
These two vessels were definitely the products of different workshops. The piece from Garadna is 
of outstanding quality: unlike other wheel-thrown fragments from the same site, it is finished with 
a coat of black varnish. This same technique characterizes the rim fragment of a bowl from Zalkod, 
decorated with a zigzag line (Gindele, Istvánovits 2011: Stemp. I.1. Abb. 101, 1; Matei, Stanciu 2000: 
Pl. 296, 1, 6). The latter bowl form corresponds to the F4 or F6 type from Porolissum (Filip 2008: 
Pl. CLXXIII), however, Robert Gindele suggested a local workshop in the case of the vessels from 
Csengersima, thus other pieces found in the territory of Hungary could also have been produced in 
workshops of the Barbaricum (Gindele, Istvánovits 2011: 263). Beside the fragments from the Szatmár 
region, in the find material of Beregsurány we may assume even more vessels finished with a coat of 
black or grey varnish (Kotigorosko 1997: 801).

Double triangular motifs/hour-glass motif (Miklósity Szőke 2009: 239, 9. Ábra 9) is visible on a frag-
ment from Szerencs (Fig. 12/3), complemented by simple concentric circles positioned at the corners of the 
main motif. Triangles as individual motifs are relatively rare in the Slovakian ceramics material (Lamiová-
Schmiedlová 1969: Abb. 38, 42), they were however more widespread in the Szatmár region. A fragment 
from Csengersima yielded a quite similar combination of motifs (Gindele, Istvánovits 2011: Stemp. VIII. 
Abb. 93, Abb. 102, 16).

Stamped rosettes were frequent on fragments analysed in this study (Fig. 12/4–10). Simple combinations 
of motifs such as rosettes stamped above each other and connected by serrated arches (Fig. 12/4) or a ge-
ometrical design built up of embellished manifold rosettes (Fig. 12/9–10) as well as the multiple concentric 
design (Fig. 12/9–10) is of provincial origin2, but was widespread in the Barbaricum as well3.

There are several vessels the upper part of which is decorated with a horizontal band of solitary, usually rough-
ly accomplished rosettes of larger size (Fig. 12/7–8) (Gindele, Istvánovits 2011: Abb. 88. Stemp. III. 7). Simple and 
widespread compositions usually stand out more at sites where more complex compositions are rare4.

2	 In Pannonia (Nagy 2017: Fig. 14, 1, Tab. 72), and, as an effect, in Dacia as well (Filip 2008: Pl. XXXVII, Pl. CII).

3	 Zalău/Zalău (Matei 1997: Taf. XXXVI, 221); Zalău-Bd. Mihai Viteazul (Matei, Stanciu 2000: Pl. 192, 10); Zalău-ISCIP (Matei, Stanciu 
2000: Pl. 323, 8); Luzanka (Kotigoroshko 1997: Fig. 9, 6); Lazuri-Lubi tag (Matei, Stanciu 2000: Pl. 88, 5, Pl. 115, 3); as well as Lamiová-
Schmiedlová 1963: Tab. V; 1969: Abb. 42, 10; Prešov (Budinský-Krička 1963: Obr. 17.3); Blažice (Lamiová-Schmiedlová 1969: Abb. 42, 
41) and Csengersima-Petea (Gindele, Istvánovits 2011: Abb. 88, Stemp. II.2, Stemp. III. 5–7; Abb. 99, 10, Abb. 100, 5; Abb. 102, 5).

4	 Gindele, Istvánovits 2011: Abb. 102, 4. Luzanka (Kotigoroshko 1997: Gig. 9, 1); Čičarovce (Kaminská 2005: Obr. 12.3, 14.10, 16.4); 
Šebastovce-Barca (Lamiová-Schmiedlová 1963: Tab. VIII, 12); Peder (Lamiová-Schmiedlová 1969: Abb. 12, 5, Abb. 42, 8).

Types of pottery with stamped decoration

With all certainty, wheel-thrown pottery fragments with stamped decoration which came to light 
from archaeological sites in the territory of Hungary were produced in one of the Beregsurány- or 
Blažice-type pottery workshops in the Barbaricum, even though their technological standards, forms 
and decorations may represent different pottery traditions. The attribution of particular ceramic frag-
ments/vessels to certain workshops would provide vital information in understanding the trade and 
exchange relations of the Upper-Tisza Region, however this is not feasible based exclusively on the 
traditional methods of typology. Up to this day only the material recovered from the pottery kilns 
excavated at Csengersima-Petea has been published and evaluated in detail (Gindele, Istvánovits 2011), 
types of stamped motifs used at the larger pottery manufacturing centres are only known to us from 
preliminary reports. A comparative study of the motifs is also unsuitable for workshop attribution, 
as the craftsmen from the Upper-Tisza Region used individual clay stamps instead of moulds, thus 
they varied particular motifs in innumerable ways from vessel to vessel (Filip 2008: Pl. I; Gindele, 
Istvánovits 2011: 119). Therefore, by the analysis of the stamped motifs known from pottery fragments 
found in the territory of Hungary only tendencies can be determined regarding the frequency of par‑ 
ticular motifs in certain regions. Questions regarding origins may be answered with the help of the 
results of scientific examinations, however no such research has yet been conducted on pottery ma-
terial from this archaeological period1.

25 out of 32 pieces of the above mentioned stamped pottery fragments belonged to fine wheel-thrown 
vessels. Bowls constitute the most frequent form (13 pieces), but fragments of a smaller globular vessel, 
a jug and a pot could also be identified. In the Hernád Valley area bowls mostly represented the biconical 
form, while in the territory east of the Slovak Ore Mountains the conical variant was preferred, thus the 
form of bowls mirrored the general pottery shapes of the region or site. Beside a small globular vessel from 
Garadna and a fragment found at Szerencs, all the above mentioned pottery fragments are of fine quality 
and craftmanship.

In Przeworsk settlements unearthed in the territory of Hungary stamped decoration also appears 
on coarse vessels made of grainy, sandy clay. Curiously, cooking vessels decorated this way are rather 
known from archaeological sites where the fine variant of stamped pottery was less typical, such as 
Arka and Hernádvécse. On the contrary, at the Garadna-Kovács tanya settlement where the use of 
wheel-thrown pottery became widespread relatively early, no fragments of coarse ware with stamped 
decoration were found, although this site yielded the largest pottery find material among the above 
mentioned sites.

A distinctive feature of sites in the territory of Hungary is the presence of fine Przeworsk ware with 
stamped decoration. On a globular bowl and another one with biconical profile, both found at Garadna-
Kovács tanya, coarsely accomplished stamped decoration imitating imported motifs can be seen.

1	 First of all petrographic examinations would be useful. See: Nagy, Szakmány 2015; Szebenyi et al. 2014; Korom 2015.
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Serrated single or double lines and arches consisting of tiny rectangles (Fig. 12/13–18) served as elements 
connecting other motifs (Gindele, Istvánovits 2011: Abb. 101, Abb. 84–85, Stemp. I. és Stemp. II). These 
patterns also appear in Pannonia on locally produced stamped pottery6. They were used as an individual 
motif in the decoration of a vessel found at Garadna, where three double lines were stamped next to each 
other in a radial pattern. Similar compositions were described from the surroundings of Zalău and Košice 
(Lamiová-Schmiedlová 1969: Abb. 42, 43; Matei, Stanciu 2000: Pl. 184, 9, Pl. 296, 1, 6).

In the case of several fragments found in the territory of Hungary, serrated arches do not constitute a contin-
uous horizontal ‘garland’, but they are stamped vertically next to each other. On vessels produced in the pottery 
workshop of Csengersima yielding plentiful of data, a horizontal arrangement of this motif is characteristic (Gindele, 
Istvánovits 2011: Abb. 86, 8, 12, Abb. 87, 5). Serrated arches rarely appear in the Szatmár Region7, while they are 
quite frequent in Porolissum as well as at the neighbouring settlements in the surroundings of Zalău and Košice 
(Gudea, Filip 1997: 155, Taf. VIII; Matei 1997: 401–403, Taf. 1–3, Taf. III, 17; Matei, Stanciu 2000: Pl. 315, 5; Filip 
2008: Pl. XIV, Pl. XXXIII, Pl. XLIX; Lamiová-Schmiedlová 1963: Tab. V, 10, 12, Tab. VIII, 1; 1969: Abb. 42, 35).

Straight, serrated lines may constitute individual motifs (Fig. 12/17) or serve either as elements or a motif 
sequence (Fig. 12/16, 18), same way as on Roman provincial ware (Nagy 2017: Fig. 16–18; Filip 2008: D VI. 
132, Pl. XXXIII, Pl. XLI, Pl. CXXI).

On several fragments found at the Garadna-Kovács tanya settlement roughly accomplished, large, ser-
rated oval motifs can be seen, combined with simple rosettes, circles and lines (Fig. 12/19–21). Similar dec-
orations of a lesser quality are entirely absent from pottery workshops in the Bereg and Szatmár regions. 
The motif appears on a few fragments found in the surroundings of Zalău8, while a relatively large amount 
of further examples are known west of the Slovak Ore Mountains (Luštiková 2013: Tab. VIII, 7, 15).

Applying stamped decoration on wheel-turned, coarse cooking vessels of grainy clay is noticeable at Przeworsk 
sites from the territory of Hungary, being otherwise alien to the pottery traditions of the Dacian and Beregsurány-
type workshops. During the Roman period, stamped decoration applied on hand-formed fine and coarse ware can 
be documented in the territories settled by the Quads (Varsik 2011: 152–155, Abb. 78, 1, Abb. 80), later, at the turn 
of the 4–5th century AD it appears on the large sized granaries of the Nordkarpatische Gruppe (Madyda-Legutko, 
Tunia 2008: 231–232, Fig. 2, Fig. 3). The presence of stamped coarse ware is only characteristic to Przeworsk settle-
ments situated west of the Slovak Ore Mountains (Végh 1975: IV. tábla 5; 1985: 96, 5. kép 26; Lamiová-Schmiedlová 
1969: Abb. 15, Abb. 43, 27–28, 31–33, 37; Jurečko 1983: Obr. 14, 5; Luštikova 2013: Tab. IV, 9), and can most prob-
ably be explained with the influence of the Quads. The motifs mostly imitate those of characteristic of the wheel-
thrown, fine quality import ware, but a few unique stamps are also known. For example, no parallels are known as 
yet of the asymmetric rosette motif on a bowl from Hernádvécse, however analogues to the roughly accomplished 
egg-and-dart motif, the basic rosette and the oval motifs applied with a comb-like tool (Fig. 12/19–22) were all 
found at settlements in the territory of Eastern Slovakia9.

6	 Traced back on terra sigillata forerunners (Fényes 2003: Abb. 42, 23a–b).

7	 Lazuri-Lubi tag (Matei, Stanciu 2000: Pl. 87, 3).

8	 Lazuri-Lubi tag (Matei, Stanciu 2000: Pl. 93, 7); Suplacu de Barcău-Lapiş I. (Matei, Stanciu 2000: Pl. 128, 2).

9	 Prešov (Budinský-Krička 1963: Tab. XIV.7, XV.9); Peder (Lamiová-Schmiedlová 1969: Abb. 15, 5); Luštikova 2013: Tab. IV, 4.

Other fragments discussed in this paper are decorated with variations of a basic and very widespread 
motif: the circle. Concentric circles built up of simple lines (Fig. 12/11–12) appear in the Szatmár-Bereg 
Region5, however they are definitely more frequent in the territory west of the Slovak Ore Mountains 
(Lamiová-Schmiedlová 1969: Abb. 12, 3, Abb. 42, 4).

Based on the available data, there is a difference between the geographical spread of the circle and ro-
sette motifs: while rosettes are scarcely to be seen on vessels produced at the Beregsurány and Csengersima 
workshops (Gindele, Istvánovits 2011: Abb. 88, Stemp. 5–7), they appear considerably more frequently 
around Zalău, in the geographical foreground of the Dacian limes (Matei, Stanciu 2000: Pl. 12a, 13) as well 
as west of the Slovak Ore Mountains (Lamiová-Schmiedlová 1969: Abb. 42, 8). Half of the circular motifs 
documented on pottery fragments from Hungary were also rosettes.

5	 Lazuri-Lubi tag (Matei, Stanciu 2000: Pl. 87, 6); Beregsurány (Kotigoroshko 1997: Fig. 11).

Fig. 12. Motifs of stamped decoration.

Abb. 12. Motiven der eingestempelte Verzierung.
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Summary

In Przeworsk sites located in the territory of Hungary, the use of stamped ware was less widespread than 
at contemporary settlement in Eastern Slovakia or the Bereg and Szatmár regions. No pottery kiln was yet 
unearthed in the territory of Hungary, and also the significant differences between the technological and 
typological characteristics of wheel-thrown vessels with stamped decorations suggest that the products of 
different workshops were imported to the settlements. Earlier studies summarizing the topic emphasised 
the absence of stamped ware from the archaeological material in Hungary, however this viewpoint was 
partly due to a low amount of related research results (Gindele, Istvánovits 2011: Karte 2).

When looking at the spread of stamped ware, the preliminary publications of pottery workshop cen-
tres give a false impression: only a small fraction of the overwhelmingly abundant archaeological material 
retrieved from excavated pottery kilns appears at other sites. Only one third of the pottery output of the 
Beregsurány workshop centre has been stamped ware, while at the settlement unearthed at Trstené pri 
Hornáde, not more than eight or nine fragments out of almost 300 published pieces had stamped deco-
ration (Bóna 1993: 109; Jurečko 1983). Therefore, beyond the rich and diversified archaeological material 
of the workshops, it seems more difficult to outline the outlets for these products (Kotigorosko 1997: 805).

Beside the fine, wheel-turned ware analysed in this study, stamped decoration also appears on coarse 
cooking vessels and on two occasions, on hand-formed, fine Przeworsk fragments as well. The fact that 
coarse ware was decorated this way may be explained by the influence of the Quad culture area. However, 
stamped decoration on Germanic fine ware has not yet been documented in any other regions.

The sortiment of motifs and their combinations documented on the fragments analysed in this study are 
on the whole poorish in comparison to similar pottery of the surrounding geographical regions. Only very 
general and widespread motifs and their simplest combinations can be observed. More complex geometric 
and floral patterns are missing, even though they are present at sites located along the Slovakian course of 
the River Hernád (Lamiová-Schmiedlová 1963: Tab. VIII; Jurečko 1983: Obr. 18, 9).

Due to the low amount and simple style of the stamped fragments found in the territory of Hungary, 
as well as the lack of related scientific research, a particular pottery workshop producing this type of ware 
cannot be identified. However, beside the widespread motifs the analogues to certain pieces were more fre-
quently found in the surroundings of Zalău and in the valleys of the Rivers Hernád and Torysa. The role 
of the Slovak Ore Mountains as a kind of border has already been suggested by M. Lamiová-Schmiedlová. 
She considered the fragments found east of the Slovak Ore Mountains to be the products of the Beregsurány 
workshop and dated them to the period following the abandoning of the Blažice workshop (Lamiová-
Schmiedlová 1969: 469, 471). Her hypothesis has probably been based on the late dating suggested by Dezső 
Csallány, however the strong relation towards the geographical foreground of the Dacian limes, which we 
can now start to draw up based on the stamped patterns of pottery fragments from Hungary is really re-
markable. As a hypothesis, it is possible that the transfer of pottery technology did not reach the Košice 
Basin from the direction of the Sathmar region, but directly from the geographical foreground of the limes. 
For future research, it would be worth to test this hypothesis by the means of scientific examination as well.

It is very interesting that at the Garadna-Kovács tanya site even hand-formed fine Przeworsk table ware 
had stamped decoration on a few occasions (Fig. 7/2, Fig. 8/3). The decoration of both fragments is roughly 
accomplished, they could have been produced as local imitations of fine wheel-thrown ware. The asym-
metrical star-shape could be a deformation of either the Csengersima Type III.4.a or Type III.6 motifs, or 
a leaf motif (Gindele, Istvánovits 2011: Abb. 98; Nagy 2017: Tab. 60). The roughly accomplished, serrated 
oval motif visible on a biconical vessel fragment is more characteristic of coarse ware. No other evidence of 
stamped decoration on Przeworsk fine ware has yet been found, although a few fragments were recovered 
at other sites which can be evaluated as local imitations based on their design10.

10	 Zalău-Bd. Mihai Viteazul (Matei, Stanciu 2000: Pl. 176, 7); Suplacu de Barcău-Lapiş I. (Matei, Stanciu 2000: Pl. 128);  
Nižná Myšl’a-Alamenev (Lamiová-Schmiedlová 2000: Obr. 2, 1).

Fig. 13. Stamped ware and workshops producing these in the northeastern part of the Carpathian Basin: 1 – Abaújszántó;  

2 – Arka–Fónyi patak; 3 – Bodrogkeresztúr–Kutyasor; 4 – Garadna–Kastély zug; 5 – Garadna–Kovács Tanya; 6 – Hernádvécse–Nagy 

rét; 7 – Mezőzombor–Temető; 8 – Szerencs–Rákóczi utca; 9 – Viss–Kutyor; 10 – Zalkod–Jakab domb. I. Blažice–Bohdanovce–Dorina, 

II. Beregsurány–Barátság kert/Luzanka–Sad Drujbi, III. Csengersima–Petea.

Abb. 13. Gestempelte Keramik und Keramikwerkstätten in den nordöstlichen Teil des Karpatenbeckens: 1 – Abaújszántó;  

2 – Arka–Fónyi patak; 3 – Bodrogkeresztúr–Kutyasor; 4 – Garadna–Kastély zug; 5 – Garadna–Kovács Tanya; 6 – Hernádvécse–Nagy 

rét; 7 – Mezőzombor–Temető; 8 – Szerencs–Rákóczi utca; 9 – Viss–Kutyor; 10 – Zalkod–Jakab domb. I. Blažice–Bohdanovce–Dorina, 

II. Beregsurány–Barátság kert/Luzanka–Sad Drujbi, III. Csengersima–Petea.
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