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Background

Europe is becoming more social and cultural diverse as a result
of the increasing migration, but the physicians are largely
unprepared. The education programmes and the teachers have
not evolved in line with development of the population.
Culturally competent curricula and teachers are needed, to
ensure cultural competence (CC) among health professionals
and to tackle inequalities in health between different ethnic
groups.

Methods

The objective of this EU financed study is to investigate the
role of CC in the medical educational programmes. As a part
of the project a survey was developed to investigate medical
teachers cultural competences and preparedness to teach CC
topics. The survey was sent to all medical teachers, clinical
teachers and external lectures that teach in the medical
programme at the University of Copenhagen. A total of 1430
medical teachers received the survey.The response rate was
about 14% (N =199).

Results

Our results showed that there is a widespread recognition of
the need of CC among the medical teachers About half of the
medical teachers find that they have sufficient knowledge to
teach CC and 60-90% find that they have qualifications for
teaching a diverse student group. About 70% are interested in
getting training for various types of CC and about 75% think it
is important to incorporate CC elements in the curriculum.
Our survey had a low response rate and there is probably a
considerable selection among the respondents.

Conclusions

Generally, there is an interest in learning more about and to
receive training in CC among the medical teachers. There is
also a high acknowledgment of the need and the importance of
integrating CC elements in the medical curriculum. Key
challenges are how to integrate cultural diversity in health and
disease within medical education and how to motivate and
engage stakeholders (teachers, management etc.) within the
organisation to promote and allocate resources to CC training
for teachers.

Key messages:

e A widespread interest for CC training among medical
teachers
e It is important to integrate CC in the medical curriculum
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