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ABSTRACT

Soccer is the most widely played sport in the world, and physical preparation for soccer players
has been extensively researched over the years. As the average intensity of a soccer match is
close to 80-90% of maximal heart rate (HRmax), it is necessary to train at or above this intensity.
Thus, high-intensity interval running and small-sided games are often used to improve aerobic
capacity and repeated sprint ability (RSA). However, neither of these approaches consider
positional variations in the frequency and type of specific technical skills required in real match
situations. Thus, the purpose of this study was to investigate the feasibility, and short-term
effects of a novel position-specific conditioning training (PSCT) on the physical and technical
abilities of young soccer players. This study recruited 15 male Vietnamese youth soccer players
(16.1 £ 0.4 years, 171.7 £ 4.8 cm, 63.9 + 3.8 kg) who frequently played in youth national
tournaments. PSCT consisted of a specific drill for attackers, defenders and wingers,
respectively. The intensity and duration were designed to be the same for all three drills (i.e., 4
X 4-min at 90-95% HRmax, separated by 4-min active recovery at 70% HRmax), but differentiated
by the technical and tactical actions performed during high-intensity efforts and pitch location.
All players participated in a 3-week control period of high-volume training, followed by a 3-
week intervention period with PSCT drills added to usual team practice and matches twice a
week. Criterion measures included Yo-Yo intermittent recovery test — level 1 (YYIRT1),
repeated sprint ability (RSA) assessed by the total time of 6 x 30m sprint with 30-s passive
recovery, and 10m and 30m sprint time. The Loughborough soccer passing test (LSPT) was
used to assess the players’ technical skills in a fatigued and non-fatigued state. These measures
were taken at baseline, after the control period and after the intervention period. The results
showed that PSCT drills induced a desirable intensity for effective conditioning purpose (89.0
+ 2.1% HRmax) with low inter-player variability (CV = 2.4%). The weekly total training volume

in terms of the distance covered during the control period was 45.45 + 3.82 km, which was
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11.97 km greater (P=0.017, ES= 1.82) than that of the intervention period (33.48 + 6.40km).
The distance covered in the YYIRT1 increased (P<0.05) from baseline (1757 + 357 m) to the
post-control period (1936 + 373 m) by 10.2% (p=0.01), and increased from the post-control to
post-intervention period (2112 + 238 m) by 9.1% (p=0.03). However, the magnitude of the
increase in the distance was similar (P=0.98) between the control (179 + 203 m; ES = 0.48) and
intervention periods (176 + 225 m; ES = 0.55). No significant changes in RSA (P>0.05) were
observed from the baseline (26.21 + 0.5 s) to post-control period (26.26 + 0.8 s) and post-
intervention period (26.32 £ 0.8 s). This was also the case for 10m sprint time (baseline: 1.80 +
0.1 s, post-control: 1.80 + 0.1 s, post-intervention: 1.77 + 0.1 s) and 30m sprint time (4.20 + 0.1
s,4.26 £0.1s,4.26 + 0.2 s). No significant changes (p>0.05) were found for any parameter of
the LSPT over time (from baseline to post-intervention) for both fatigued and non-fatigued
conditions. These results confirmed the feasibility of PSCT as a novel high-intensity training
for soccer players, but it did not affect the physical and technical measures investigated in the
present study in the time frame. Future research should further investigate the use of PSCT as
a position-specific test and/or a novel conditioning approach by comparing PSCT to small sided

games (SSG) or other forms of HIIT without ball contact in longer-term interventions.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

This chapter introduces the background of the area, the purpose, intent and significance of
the study into position-specific conditioning training methods for soccer athletes. Lastly, it also

outlines the specific research questions and anticipated outcomes of the study.

1.1 Background

Soccer is the most widely played sport in the world and as such physical preparation for
soccer players has been extensively researched (Hill-Haas, Dawson, Impellizzeri, & Coutts,
2011; Stolen, Chamari, Castagna, & Wisloff, 2005; Stone & Kilding, 2009). Professional male
soccer players typically cover a distance of 9 to 12 kilometres (km) during a match (Mohr,
Krustrup, & Bangsbo, 2003) with an average intensity close to the anaerobic threshold (e.g.,
80-90% of maximal heart rate [HRmax]) (Stolen et al., 2005). Although aerobic metabolism is
responsible for most of the activities during match play (Bangsbo, 1994), players are often
required to work above their anaerobic threshold to gain a tactical advantages (Orendurff et al.,
2010), such as quick counter-attacking and pressing continuously to regain ball possession.
These occasions are considered intensive periods, which require the players to perform
repeatedly high intensity activities such as sprinting, kicking, jumping, tackling, turning annd
changing pace (Stolen et al., 2005). In particular, the efficacy in which these high intensity
actions are performed is often considered a key factor that can influence the match result

(Bangsbo, 1994; Orendurff et al., 2010).

In this context, research into the physical preparation of soccer players typically
revolves around different forms of high-intensity interval training (HIIT) (Hill-Haas et al.,

2011; Stolen et al., 2005; Stone & Kilding, 2009). Specifically, SSG and high-intensity running
1



are the most well established in the literature (Aguiar, Botelho, Lago, Macas, & Sampaio, 2012;
Engel, 2018; Kunz, 2019; Los Arcos et al., 2015). For example, a high-intensity protocol that
involves 4 sets of 4-min running at an intensity of 90-95% HRumax, interspersed with 3 min of
active recovery at approximately 70% HRmax has been shown to effectively improve the aerobic
capacity of elite soccer players after 8§ weeks intervention (Helgerud, Engen, Wisloff, & Hoff,
2001; Stolen et al., 2005). More recently, studies investigating different kinds of HIIT running
programs, have also demonstrated significant positive effects on both aerobic and anaerobic
performance in junior and senior soccer players, respectively (Engel, 2018; Kunz, 2019). With
respect to SSG, the smaller game formats, such as 2 vs 2, 3 vs 3 and 4 vs 4 are considered an
effective endurance conditioning tool and incorporate soccer-specific technical and tactical
components. Moreover, SSG have potential to expose the players to intensities required to
promote optimal cardiovascular adaptation (i.e. > 90% HRmax) (Aguiar et al., 2012; Hill-Haas,
Dawson, Coutts, & Rowsell, 2009; Hissey, Blazevich, & Ma'ayah, 2014; Katis & Kellis, 2009;
Los Arcos et al., 2015; Rampinini, Impellizzeri, et al., 2007). This is an important factor in the

appropriate preparation of soccer players.

Although demonstrated to be effective for physical conditioning, HIIT paradigms have
several limitations. For example, HIIT running programs generally lack sport-specific
components, and can be psychologically challenging for players with reported lower level of
enjoyment compared to other forms of high intensity technical training. Therefore, it is
generally not favoured by head coaches (Selmi et al., 2017; Stolen et al., 2005). In contrast,
SSG are preferred because of the ability to optimize training time by fulfilling a broad range of
physical requirements, whilst also incorporating technical and tactical components of the game
(Aguiar et al., 2012; Los Arcos et al., 2015). A recent investigation into 3v3 SSG has shown
significant improvements in the players’ technical performance after a 6-week intervention,

using the Loughborough Soccer Passing Test (LSPT) (Eniseler, Sahan, Ozcan, & Dinler, 2017).



Such findings indicate that 3v3 SSG are not only effective for physical conditioning, but can
also improve the players’ technical skills. However, using SSG for conditioning purposes also
has its limitations. These limitations include: (a) a high variability in physiological responses
of the players (Hill-Haas et al., 2011), (b) the presence of “ceiling effect” for highly fit players
(Buchheit et al., 2009; Hoff & Helgerud, 2004), (c) the lack of high speed and repeated sprint
exposure (as demanded by real match situations) (Gabbet, Jenkins, & Abernethy, 2009; Hissey,
Blazevich, & Ma'ayah, 2014), and (d) a higher risk of contact injury than other modes of

exercises (Little, 2009).

Importantly, both HIIT running and SSG neglect the specific skill requirements of each
playing position, even in spite of a technical and tactical component to SSG. In a game of
soccer, players have to perform a wide range of tactical actions and technical skills, such as ball
controlling, dribbling, shooting, heading, short and long passing (Ade, Fitzpatrick, & Bradley,
2016; Ali, 2011) and it is evident that some technical skills and movement patterns are specific
to a particular playing position (Barnerat, Crevoisier, Hoek, Redon, & Ritschard, 2017).
Therefore, a specific training intervention that involves high intensity running efforts and the
incorporation of position-specific technical skill practice might offer more optimal transfer to

real match conditions.

1.2 Purpose and Significance

Previously, based on the principle of specificity, sport scientists and professionals have
generally agreed that an effective method of training to prepare athletes for competition is one
that closely replicates the competitive conditions (Rushall & Pyke, 1990). For example, the
Fédération Internationale de Football Association’s (FIFA) official coaching manual and
multiple scientific reports have shown that certain skills are more important to different playing

roles (refer to Table 1), and additionally, the use of specific conditioning programs might

3



promote more effective transfer to real match performance (Ade et al., 2016; Barnerat et al.,
2017; Bloomfield, Polman, & O'Donoghue, 2007; Di Salvo et al., 2007; Orendurff et al., 2010).
However, to the best of our knowledge, no research has investigated the effects of a
conditioning method that takes into account positional differences in soccer and design specific
training drills for each position. Thus, this study aimed to implement and investigate the
effectiveness of position-specific conditioning training (PSCT) drills, as a short-term HIIT
program, on the physical and technical performance of professional young soccer players. The
findings of this study may be particularly useful for strength and conditioning coaches,

professionals and athletes involved in soccer and other team-based field sports.

1.3 Research Questions

1) What are the acute physical and physiological responses to the PSCT drills in elite youth
soccer players?

2) What is the variability of the physical and physiological responses to PSCT drills
between elite youth soccer players?

3) Is the magnitude of physical and technical training effects different between usual
soccer training alone, compared to the addition of PSCT drills?

4) How does 3 weeks of high-intensity training in the form of PSCT drills affect Yo-Yo
intermittent recovery test 1 (YYIRT1), sprinting speed and repeated sprint ability
(RSA)?

5) How does 3 weeks of PSCT drills affect technical skill performances assessed by LSPT

performance and penalty time under fatigued and non-fatigued conditions?



1.4 Research Hypotheses

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

PSCT would induce the physiological response of equal or above 90% of each
individual HRmax and a substantial amount of high intensity running distance.

PSCT drills would have low variability (%CV) in both physiological and physical
responses amongst the players.

PSCT drills would induce greater magnitude of physical and technical training effects
than that of the control condition.

A short-term use of PSCT drills twice per week would significantly improve the players
physical abilities (YYIRT1, Sprinting Speed and RSA).

A short-term use of PSCT drills twice per week would significantly improve the players’

LSPT performance under fatigued condition, but not under non-fatigued state.



CHAPTER 2

LITERATURE REVIEW

This chapter provides a thorough examination of the previous literature that influenced the
study design for the thesis. The content of this chapter involves discussion of the physical,
physiological and technical demands of soccer, the physical, technical skill assessments and the

existing conditioning methods that are widely established and used in practice.

2.1 Physical and Physiological Demand of Soccer

Fundamentally, soccer is a highly intermittent sport where a player’s performance relies
on a combination of physical, technical, tactical and cognitive abilities (Aguiar et al., 2012;
Hissey, Blazevich, & Maya’ah, 2014; Hill-Haas et al., 2011; Stolen et al., 2005; Stone et al.,
2009). During a 90 minute match, professional players have been shown to run 9 to 12
kilometres (km) (Mohr et al., 2003), with an average intensity equal to 80-90% of maximal
heart rate (HRmax) (Stolen et al., 2005). This range is close to most players’ anaerobic threshold
(Stolen et al., 2005), which is defined as a work rate that anaerobic metabolism becomes the
main source of energy supply, causing a sustained accumulation of lactate and hydrogen ions
(Wasserman, 1986). Exceeding this threshold has been shown to significantly reduce a player’s
immediate endurance capacity (Wasserman, 1986). Despite the high average HR,
approximately 80-90% of the match involves low to moderate intensity activities
(walking/jogging), with the aerobic system being a dominant source of energy supply
(Bangsbo, 1994). However, there are also times when players are required to work above their
anaerobic threshold (>90% HRmax) to gain a tactical advantage (Orendurff et al., 2010). These
occasions are considered intensive periods, which involve high intensity actions, e.g. sprinting,
kicking, jumping, tackling, turning, changing pace, and performing forceful muscular

contractions (Stolen et al., 2005). Although only occupying approximately 10-20% of total



energy consumption of a soccer match (Bangsbo, 1994), these intensive periods rely on the
anaerobic system to supply energy and are often a key factor that can influence the match result
(Bangsbo, 1994; Orendurff et al., 2010). Therefore, specific conditioning strategies that expose
the players to above game intensity and facilitate similar demands of the most intensive
anaerobic periods of the match (>90% HRmax) may assist players to optimally prepare for real

competition.

2.2 Physical Tests for Soccer Players

Over the years, researchers have established various valid and reliable tests to measure
the physical qualities of soccer players that correlate with real game physical performances.
Therefore, conditioning strategies often aim to develop at least one, or a combination of these
qualities to effectively improve the players’ physical capabilities and assist with the overall

performance.

2.2.1 Aerobic Capacity

The Yo-Yo Intermittent Recovery Test - Level 1 (YYIRT1) was used to examine a
player’s ability to perform repeated intermittent running with maximum aerobic capacity
(Bangsbo, laia, & Krustrup, 2008; Krustrup et al., 2006). With a high level of specificity to
intermittent exercise, the YYIRTI is one of the most extensively researched and applied tests
of aerobic capacity for team sports athletes (Bangsbo et al., 2008; Krustup etl al., 2006). In
addition to endurance testing, another use of YYIRT]1 is to determine an individual’s maximal
heart rate (bpm). It has been reported that the YYIRT1 can induce HR values corresponding to
99 + 1% of HRmax, which is similar to that obtained with a gold-standard laboratory treadmill
test (Bradley et al., 2011). In soccer, studies have shown that the YYIRT1 can predict the ability

to perform high intensity activities during a match and differentiate players based on
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competitive levels (e.g., novice, sub elite and elite) (Bangsbo et al., 2008; Karakoc, Akalan,
Alemdaroglu, & Arslan, 2012; Krustrup etal., 2006). It is reported that international-elite soccer
players cover, on average, 2420 m in the YYIRI test, whereas the moderate-elite (second
division players) players achieved 2190 m (Krustrup et al., 2006). In the elite youth category,
Ul17 players (16.2 + 0.6 years; 173.9 = 4.9 cm; 61.8 + 8.4 kg) of a professional Belgian soccer
team had an average YYIRT1 result of 2404 + 347 m (Deprez, Fransen, Lenoir, Philippaerts,

& Vaeyens, 2015).

2.2.2 Anaerobic Power

Sprinting speed over short to medium distances (5-40m) is considered an important
characteristic contributing to successful soccer performance and as such, is widely used in talent
identification (Reilly, Williams, Nevill, & Franks, 2000). In an elite level soccer match, a player
performs approximately 220 high-speed efforts (Mohr et al., 2003), with peak values of over
32km/h having been reported (Bangsbo, Mohr, & Krustrup, 2006). A 30m sprint test with 10m
lap time, using photoelectric timing gates located at Om, 10m, 20m, 30m is a widely used
protocol in soccer (Reilly et al., 2000).These distances represent those that are most commonly
performed during an ‘in-match’ sprinting effort (Wisloff, Castagna, Helgerud, Jones, & Hoff,
2004). Specifically, elite soccer players are generally faster than amateur players over the first

10m (acceleration phase) of the 30m sprint test (Djaoui, Chamari, Owen, & Dellal, 2017).

In addition, repeated sprint ability (RSA), known as ‘speed-endurance’ is another
important trait in modern soccer (Stolen et al., 2005). RSA refers to the ability to repeatedly
produce short, maximal or near-maximal efforts (<10s), interspersed with brief recovery
periods (<60s) consisting of passive rest or low-to-moderate intensity activities (Bishop, Girard,
& Mendez-Villanueva, 2011). Several studies have suggested that improving RSA alone

contributes to greater physical performance in various team sports, including soccer (Bishop et
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al., 2011; Rampinini, Bishop, et al., 2007). In elite soccer, RSA significantly correlates with
very high speed (r=-0.60; p <0.01) and total sprinting distance (r =-0.65; p <0.01) (Rampinini,
Bishop, et al., 2007), which are considered two of the most important parameters that have
potential to influence a match result and differentiate players based on competitive level (Mohr

et al., 2003).

2.3 Technical Demands of Soccer

Passing, controlling, dribbling and shooting are fundamental soccer skills (Ali, 2011).
In addition, other frequently used skills, such as a header (make contact with ball by the head),
a trick (perform ball skills before, during or after dribbling) and a long pass (pass over a distance
of >30m) have been described in a previous study of elite professional players (Ade et al.,
2016). Specifically, Ade et al. (2016) attempted to quantify technical actions associated with
high intensity running efforts, with results indicating that the frequency of performing these
skills varies dependent on playing position. For example, it has been shown that the number of
high intensity efforts in contact with the ball were greater in wide midfielders (WMs) than
central backs (CBs), central midfielders (CMs) and central forwards/strikers (CFs). Further,
after high intensity running efforts, CBs perform long passes more frequently than WMs and
CFs (ES: 0.7, p < 0.05), whilst WMs execute more tricks than CMs and CFs in an attempt to
seek tactical advantages (ES: 1.2-1.3, p <0.05) (Ade et al., 2016). Moreover, it is not surprising
that following high intensity running bouts, CFs and CMs make most shooting attempts whilst
full backs (FBs) and WMs make most crosses into the penalty box due to efforts commonly
finishing in wide attacking area of the pitch (ES: 1.1-2.0, p <0.05) (Ade et al., 2016; Hughes,
2012). The most distinctive, typical and perhaps, tactically important movements of the CBs
are moving laterally and directly backwards (backpedalling) at high speed (Bloomfield et al.,

2007; Rienzi, Drust, Reilly, Carter, & Martin, 2000) to maintain observation of opponents and
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react accordingly. CFs and CBs have been shown to perform the most jumping activities in a
match to perform a ‘header’, with CBs performing significantly more backward jumping
(Bangsbo, 1994; Bloomfield et al., 2007). The FIFA coaching manual (Barnerat et al., 2017)
has also provided information about the specific skill sets required for each playing position (ré
to Table 1). From this information, it is evident that some technical skills and movement
patterns are more relevant to certain playing positions than to others. Therefore, specific
training interventions that allow the practice of certain skills for each playing position might

facilitate more optimal transfer to real match conditions.

2.4 Technical Skill Tests

Various soccer technical skill tests have been reported in the literature (for detailed
review refer to (Ali, 2011). It is suggested that isolating one aspect of the game, such as shooting
or passing in a static position may make it a test of technique, rather than skill per se (Ali, 2011).
To be categorised as a skill test, a player must be required to utilize the decision making process
to select and perform the correct technique in response to the demands of the dynamic, pre-
determined environment (Ali, 2011; Knapp, 1963). In light of this definition, the Loughborough
Soccer Passing Test (LSPT) has been shown to have acceptable test-retest reliability and good
validity to assess the multifaceted aspect of soccer technical skills, including passing,
controlling, dribbling and decision making under time pressure (Ali, Williams, Hulse, et al.,
2007). It has been established that both speed and accuracy can influence the overall
performance of the skill, and there is a trade-off relationship between these two factors (Fitts,
1967). In other words, less technically proficient players might sacrifice one aspect (e.g. speed)
to preserve the other (e.g. accuracy). This may be even more prevalent under fatigue as
suggested in other studies (Ali, Williams, Nicholas, & Foskett, 2007; Rampinini et al., 2008).

Specifically, in terms of passing skill, Rampinini et al. (2008) reported no difference in the time
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taken to finish the LSPT of the junior soccer players during fatigued and non-fatigued state.
However, the penalty time incurred by the players whilst fatigued was significantly higher (p <

0.05), indicating the sacrifice of accuracy to maintain speed under fatigued conditions.

Fatigue is multifaceted and complex. Specifically, neuromuscular fatigue refers to an
exercise-induced reduction in the ability of the muscle(s) to produce force (Gandevia, 2001).
In particular, the decrement in force capacity of lower body muscles may impair joint stability,
negatively affect movement functions and thus, may help explain the reduction in physical and
technical performance of soccer players in the latter stages of a match (Goodall et al., 2017).
Fatigue can also result from a succession of intense efforts (transient fatigue), previous studies
of elite players have shown that high intensity running and sprinting actions are significantly
reduced during the second half (Mohr et al., 2003; Rampinini, Coutts, Castagna, Sassi, &
Impellizzeri, 2007; Rampinini, Impellizzeri, Castagna, Coutts, & Wisloft, 2009), and following
the most intense 5-min of the game (Mohr et al., 2003). Further, research conducted in top elite
Italian soccer players showed that the development of fatigue from the first to the second half
of the match not only affects high intensity physical actions, but also technical skill
performance, such as an involvement with the ball and short passing ability (Rampinini et al.,
2009). This is of considerable importance because involvement with the ball, short passing
frequency and accuracy are the skills that have been shown to differentiate more versus less
successful teams in the same league (Rampinini et al., 2009). In brief, the collective evidence
suggests that fatigue negatively impacts important technical skills of soccer players during
competition. Therefore, the assessment of technical skills during a fatigued state may provide
more specific evidence regarding the player’s technical ability, which is likely to be closely

associated with the technical skill demands of real competition.
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2.5 Existing Conditioning Training Methods for Soccer Players

In the literature, the two most well documented conditioning methods for soccer are
HIIT running and small-sided games (SSG) (Hill-Haas et al., 2011; Stone & Kilding, 2009).
As such, the strengths and weaknesses of both approaches have been identified. For example,
a HIIT running protocol that involves 4 sets of 4-min running at an intensity of 90-95% HRmax,
interspersed with 3 min of active recovery at ~70% HRmax is considered an effective method to
improve the aerobic capacity of elite level senior soccer players (0.5-0.75% increase in VO,max
per session) (Helgerud et al., 2001; Stolen et al., 2005). Another study that prescribed a HIIT
running program (two additional sessions per week for 10 weeks) at 120% of maximum aerobic
speed and repeated sprints of 40m also showed significant improvements in anaerobic power
and aerobic capacity, based on maximal aerobic speed values (+8.1 + 3.1%; p <0.001) (Dupont,
Akakpo, & Berthoin, 2004). In the youth (under 17) category, Impellizzeri and colleagues
(2007) investigated the effects of a 4-week high intensity intervention, using the
aforementioned 4 x 4-min running protocol at 90-95% HRmax. The findings of this study
demonstrated that there were 12% and 4% increments in YYIRT1 performance and VO>max
values, respectively, after the intervention period. At the younger age group (under 14), Sperlich
and colleagues (2011) investigated the effects of HIIT training at close to 90% of HRmax and
reported significant improvements in VOmax values, after 5 weeks of training (Sperlich et al.,

2011).

Although effective to improve the aerobic capacity across different age groups and
competitive levels, HIIT running does not involve any technical or tactical component, and
therefore, may not be considered soccer specific. Helgerud et al. (2001) reported significant
improvements in VO;max, lactate threshold, running economy, distance covered in a match
and the total number of sprint efforts. However, from a technical perspective, the HIIT running

intervention did not show any significant effects on the players’ shooting and passing qualities
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(Helgerud et al., 2001). In addition, HIIT running may even result in reduced motivation due to
poor perception of the conditioning approach, negative mood changes, and more boredom
compared to with-the-ball approaches (Stolen et al., 2005), and as such is not generally favoured
by head coaches. A recent study has confirmed that HIIT running has negative effects the
players’ mood compared to a game-based conditioning approach (Selmi et al., 2017). This
suggests a lack of player satisfaction with this type of training and raises concerns about the

lack of variety, long-term motivation and adherence.

Conversely, SSG are widely accepted in practice as they can optimize training time by
simultaneously fulfilling a broad range of physical requirements and incorporating technical
and tactical components of the game (Aguiar et al., 2012; Los Arcos et al., 2015). Moreover,
the parameters of SSG can be manipulated in order to modulate the physiological responses.
Generally, it is suggested that smaller SSG formats with fewer players can induce greater
physiological responses than larger SSG formats (Hill-Haas et al., 2009; Hissey et al., 2014;
Katis & Kellis, 2009; Rampinini, Impellizzeri, et al., 2007). In particular, 2v2, 3v3 and 4v4
SSG have been shown to record some of the highest HR readings , with the average percent
HRuax closest to the desirable range of 90-95% for optimal cardiovascular adaptations (Aguiar
et al., 2012; Hill-Haas et al., 2009; Hissey, Blazevich, & Maya’ah, 2014; Katis & Kellis, 2009;
Los Arcos et al., 2015; Rampinini, Impellizzeri, et al., 2007). From a technical standpoint, the
3v3 format of SSG has demonstrated a higher number of technical actions, such as short passing
(~44 vs 33), kicking (~4 vs 2), dribbling (~8 vs 6) and goal scoring (~12 vs 7) activities per
player than the 6v6 format (all p < 0.05) (Katis & Kellis, 2009). Therefore, it is not surprising
that a recent investigation on the 3v3 SSG has shown significant improvements in the LSPT
performance after a 6-week intervention (Eniseler et al., 2017), indicating that 3v3 SSG is not
only effective for physical conditioning, but may also improve the players’ short passing ability.

Another benefit of using SSG as a conditioning method is that the players tend to perceive this
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mode of training as easier and more enjoyable than HIIT running, even when exercising at

similar intensities (Los Arcos et al., 2015; Selmi et al., 2017).

Despite several benefits, SSG do have limitations (Hill-Haas et al., 2011). For example,
due to the individual player differences in physical attributes and technical abilities, SSG tend
to result in a high variability (high % CV) of physiological responses amongst the athletes. As
a consequence, highly-fit or -skilled players may not experience as much physiological stress
(i.e. ceiling effect) during SSG (Hill-Haas et al., 2011). Specifically, players with high aerobic
capacity and/or superior technical/tactical abilities in the team may not achieve the sufficient
intensity (>90% HRmax) to elicit optimal aerobic adaptations (Hoff & Helgerud, 2004). One
possible explanation for this discrepancy is that SSG are more intermittent than HIIT running
due to a continuous reset of activities. The technical/tactical constraints of the games can also
reduce the cardiac output and prevent a sustained stroke volume to be achieved (Hoff &
Helgerud, 2004). To support this point, previous research has demonstrated that players with
the highest VOypeak values achieved the lowest percentage of VOspeak during SSG (Buchheit
et al., 2009). These findings indicate that the aerobic energy system is not placed under as much
stress during SSG for athletes with an already high aerobic capacity and/or good skill levels,
(Stone & Kilding, 2009). A further limitation of SSG is that they do not always stimulate the
high intensity, repeated-sprint demands of the most intense periods of real competition (Gabbet
et al., 2009). For example, the highest intensity formats of SSG (2v2; 3v3; 4v4), involve play
in smaller, confined areas. Thus, do not replicate the physical, technical and tactical actions
experienced in real game situations, which often involve repeated 20-30m sprints, heading,
shooting and crossing into the box. The larger formats of SSG, such as 6v6, can add variety to
skill performance by allowing more technical actions like long pass or header, but they tend to
induce lower physiological responses and thus, may not be considered optimal for aerobic

development (Hill-Haas et al., 2009; Katis & Kellis, 2009; Rampinini, Impellizzeri, et al.,
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2007). Importantly, the insufficient amount of high- to very-high speed running efforts
associated with smaller SSG can also be detrimental to the overall conditioning effect and
increase the risk of injury due to inadequate exposure to the typical high speed distance covered
in a match, especially for wingers (Hissey, Blazevich, & Maya’ah, 2014). Lastly, due to the
competitive nature of SSG, they may carry a higher risk of contact injuries than other
conditioning approaches (Little, 2009), which may be an important factor for coaches and

professionals to consider.

This research will investigate the effects of a position-specific conditioning training
(PSCT) method. This PSCT method is designed to expose the players to the above game
intensity (>90% HRmax), whilst incorporating the practice of position-specific technical actions
that they most likely to perform during a match. Ultimately, PSCT has the potential to cover
the weaknesses associated with HIIT and SSG by inducing the substantial amount of high to
very high-speed distance, reducing the variability in physiological responses and allowing

position-specific technical skill practice.

2.6 Summary of Literature Review
In the aforementioned review of the physical, technical demands and conditioning methods

in soccer, there are several key points to highlight:

e Although soccer is an intermittent sport mostly based on aerobic metabolism, there are
multiple occasions during a match that rely on anaerobic metabolism to provide energy
for high to very high intensity activities.

e Importantly, these occasions when the players required to exceed the anaerobic
threshold (>90% HRmax), are often key periods that can influence the overall match

result.
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High intensity intermittent exercise that involves work intervals above anaerobic
threshold (>90%HRmax), and rest intervals below anaerobic threshold (~70%HR max) are
proven effective for soccer endurance conditioning.

Passing, controlling, dribbling, heading and shooting are fundamental skills in soccer.
However, the frequency and emphasis of performing a specific skill, or a set of skills
varies depending on playing position.

The official FIFA coaching manual and previous scientific reports have identified
specific technical requirements for each playing position and suggested that position-
specific practice might offer positive transfer to real games.

Most well-established and widely used approach for soccer conditioning are HIIT
running and SSG (2v2 — 3v3 — 4v4). However, neither take into account the specific

technical requirements of each playing position.



CHAPTER 3

METHODS

The aim of this chapter is to describe research methodology designed and implemented
in this study in order to answer the questions posed. Specifically, this chapter will explain the
setup of the study, the players’ characteristics, the design of the intervention (PSCT), the

assessments used to quantify the training effects and statistical analysis.

3.1 Experimental Approach to the Problem

This study consisted of three identical testing periods (with the exclusion of
anthropometric measurements) to establish the baseline, post-control and post-intervention
measurements, separated by a 3-week control and intervention training period (see Figure 1).
The players had 1 familiarisation session to all tests before commencing the project. Each
testing period included two testing days separated by 48 hours. The first testing day was used
to assess repeated sprint ability (RSA), 10m, 30m sprinting speed and technical skill
performance using the LSPT in a normal, non-fatigued state. The second testing day involved
the assessment of aerobic capacity using the YYIRTI, and technical skill performance in a
fatigued state using LSPT immediately after a 5-min soccer-specific high intensity running
simulation. During the 3-week control period, players completed usual team practice and
competition, whereas during the 3-week intervention period, players had two additional
conditioning sessions per week, using PSCT drills, on top of usual team practice and
competition. The usual team practice consisted of a 30min warm up with and without the ball,
followed by pass-move/attacking/defending/possessing technical drills, medium and/or large-
sided games and cool down activities such as slow jogging and stretching to finish. There was

no structured team practice or competition during the testing weeks. Apart from serving as the
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testing period, this period was also designed as a de-load week to avoid accumulated fatigue,
which could potentially affect the subsequent training and testing activities. The training effects

of the intervention period are compared to that of the control period.
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Comparisons of the physical and technical
training effects between 3 week control- and

mtervention period
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Physical and Technical training effects after
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Physical and Technical training effects after

3-week intervention period

Repeated Measures ANOVA

A
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3-week Control Period
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Testing period 2
Post-control values

3-week Intervention Period
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Post-intervention values

Day1

+ Anthropometric

* LSPT (non-fatigued)
+ Speed 10-30m

*+ RSA

Normal team practice and
competition

Day 2

Morning Session

* LSPT (fatigued)
Evening Session

*  YYIRTI

Assessments _similar to
Testing period 1.
excluding anthropometric

2x PSCT sessions per week, on top of
normal team practice and competition

Assessments similar to
Testing period 1,
excluding anthropometric

Figure 1. Study design illustration showing the testing and experimental periods (control and intervention). LSPT: Loughborough soccer passing

test, PSCT: Position specific conditioning training, RSA: Repeated sprint ability, YYIRT1: Yo-Yo intermittent recovery test — Level 1.
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Players were required to wear a portable Global Positioning System (GPS) device (SPI
HPU, GPSports, Australia) during team practice, competition, additional conditioning training
sessions (PSCT drills) and the YYIRTI to collect the physiological responses (HR) and
physical data (total and high-speed distance) for workload quantification. Baseline, post-control
and post-intervention testing sessions were conducted at the same time of day + 1h to avoid
potential diurnal effects on performance. To avoid confounding bias, no new modes of exercise,

such as strength or power resistance training were introduced during the experimental period.

3.2 Participants/Players

Fifteen Vietnamese male academy soccer players (16.1 = 0.4 years, 171.7 + 4.8 cm,
63.9 + 3.8 kg) participated in the study. All players had been involved in professional soccer
training and national youth competition for at least two years and were free from any medical
condition or musculoskeletal injury that would limit their participation in this study. The players
were assigned to either attacking (5 players), defending (4 players) or winger drill (6 players)
based on their usual playing position. The sample size was determined a priori using G*power
with the following criteria (a < 0.05, power = 0.8, calculated sample size n=12). Permission to
conduct research at the academy was approved by the general director and ethical approval
provided by the Edith Cowan University Human Research Ethics Committee (Project No.
21709). All players and their parent(s) and/or guardian(s) were given an information letter
(Appendix A) outlining the research study, requirements, risks and benefits of the research.
They then had the opportunity to ask questions relating to any aspect of the research. Written
informed consent (Appendix B) were obtained from the players’ parent(s) and/or guardian(s)
prior to commencement. All documents were written in English, however, to ensure all research

procedures and risks were understood by the players and guardians, a Vietnamese version was
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made available (Appendices C and D). This was translated by a certified translator to ensure

the highest level of understanding for non-English speaking players.

3.2 Development of The Position-Specific Conditioning Training Drills

The intervention consisted of three different drills for attackers (strikers and attacking
midfielders), defenders (central defenders and defensive midfielders) and wingers (fullbacks
and wing players), respectively. All drills were designed in the form of HIIT with the same
intensity and duration for each drill, i.e. 4 x 4-min work bouts at an average intensity of 90-
95% HRmax, separated by a 4-min active recovery at 70% HRuax. During recovery, players
remained active by jogging, juggling the ball or collecting and passing the balls back to the
server. However, each drill was differentiated by the unique technical actions according to the
playing positions, as outlined in FIFA manual (Barnerat et al., 2017) and previous research
(Ade et al., 2016; Bloomfield et al., 2007). For example, the attackers had to perform a set of
skills involving ball control, short passing, heading and goal shooting. Specifically, heading
and shooting actions were performed after a high intensity running effort. Moreover, the
training drills also replicated the pitch location that the players typically spend most of times
on in real matches, according to their playing positions. For example, the attacking drill (Figure
2a) required players to start and finish their efforts between the middle third and attacking third
of the pitch, in the central area, facing goals. The defensive drill (Figure 2b) had players start
and finish their efforts between the middle and defensive third of the pitch, in the central area,
facing away from goals. Finally, the winger drill (Figure 2c) had players start and finish their
efforts between the middle and attacking third, in wide areas of the field. All drills were
developed based on the tactical, technical actions, and pitch locations according to each playing
position to ensure good ecological validity. Table 1 presents a summary table of information

used to develop the PSCT drills.
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Figure 2a. Attacker drill. The aim of drill is to exercise at the highest intensity, as many reps
as possible in each 4-min bout.

C = Control (receiving ball/first touch); D = Dribble; F = Finish; H = Header; P = Pass; S =
Shoot.

1. The attacker starts dribbling through the cones in 5-m length.
2. The attacker then passes the ball to the server 1, who will receive & release the ball
immediately to the target area (marked by cones).
. The attacker sprints 25-m to the target area and takes a long shot.
. The attacker comes and turns his back on the mannequin located 5-m away from the
center of shooting target area, facing away from the goal.
. The server 1 passes another ball to the attacker.
6. The attacker controls the ball (first touch) so that it falls to the left as he turns and shoots
immediately.
7. The attacker returns to the backing-mannequin position facing away from goal and repeat
the similar technical action but on the right.
. The attacker makes a 30m high intensity run to the other goal.
. The second server delivers 2 balls, one at a time:
a. To the front of the mannequin
b. To the back of the mannequin
10. The attacker performs a header in front of the mannequin, back off, and another finish
behind the mannequin.
11. The attacker jogs 30m back to the starting position.
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n
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Figure 2b. Defender drill. The aim is to exercise at the highest intensity, as many reps as
possible in each 4-min bout.
C = Control (receiving ball/first touch); D = Dribble; P = Pass; LP = Long Pass

1. For this drill, each of the server is in charge of serving the ball on each side.

2. The defender starts with 25-m linear sprinting from static position to the mannequin.

3. The server throws the first ball so that the defender has to jump off the ground to head
the ball back to the server.

4. The server throws that the ball to the back so that the defender has to jump backward
(feet off the ground) to perform the header.

5. After 2 headers, the defender performs the high intensity backpedaling (running
backwards) in 10m to the target area (marked by cones).

6. The server passes the ball on the ground as the defender is approaching the target area,
forcing him to receive/control the ball in backwards motion.

7. After controlling the ball, the defender dribbles through the cones in 3m length and make
a short pass to the mini goal located at the corner of the big goal 1 (G1).

8. The defender then turns 90 degrees and make a high intensity acre run over the
mannequin while keeping an eye on the server

9. The server makes a pass to the further target area (the server can come closer to the target
area to make sure the ball is passed accurately).

10. After the high intensity acre run over the mannequin, the defender controls the coming
ball from the server, in a way that is most convenient for him to make a diagonal, long
pass (over 30m) to the big goal 2 (G2).

11. The defender jogs 30m back to the starting position.

12. The next attempt is on the opposite side, with balls served by the second server.
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Figure 2¢. Winger drill. The aim is to exercise at the highest intensity, as many reps as
possible in each 4-min bout.

Cr = Cross; C = Control (receiving ball/first touch); D = Dribble; P = Pass; S = Shoot; T =
Trick

[y

. The winger starts dribbling through the cones in 5-m length
2. The winger then passes the ball to the server 1, who receives and releases the ball
immediately to the target area (marked by cones).
. The winger sprints 25-m to the target area.
4. The winger takes the ball to attempt a trick over the mannequin and take a shot to the
goal.
. The server 1 releases another ball to the target area.
6. The winger takes the ball and performs the acre run with the ball at high intensity for
20m, to the furthest pole before low-crossing the ball to the target goal 1 (G1).
7. The server 2 passes another ball to the winger (in the area between the 2 poles, separated
by 3m) as soon as the winger finishes the first cross.
8. The winger controls the ball, makes a trick over the second pole and immediately delivers
a second cross to the target goal 2 (G2)
9. The winger jogs 30m back to the starting position

w

i
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Table 1. Information used to develop a position-specific conditioning training model. Break into the box = Player enters the opposition penalty
box; Drive through the middle = Player runs with or without the ball through the middle of the pitch; Run in behind = Player aims to beat the
opposition offside trap to the opposition goal; Push up the pitch = Player moves up the pitch to support the play or play offside (defensive third to
middle third of the pitch only); Run the channel = Player runs with or without the ball down one of the external areas; Drive inside = Player runs
from external area with or without ball to the central area (Ade et al., 2016). HI = High intensity

. ... | Technical Actions & Tactical Meanings | Other Typical | Pitch Location of High
Technical Skill . . . . . . .
cos . e . Associated with High Intensity (HI) | Actions Intensity Efforts (in
Positions/Characteristics | Requirements by FIFA . . . .
(Barnerat et al., 2017) Running Efforts (in possession) (Ade et al., | (Bloomfield et al., | possession) (Ade et al.,
2016) 2007) 2016)
Attackers Shooting Technical Actions Post-HI Run Jumping Middle to Attacking 1/3
Striker Heading Shoot Central area
Attacking Midfielder Dribbling Header
Short Passing Tactical Meanings of HI Run
Control (receiving balls/first | Break into the box
touch) Drive through the middle
Run in behind
Defenders Heading Technical Actions Post-HI Efforts Jumping Middle to Defensive 1/3
Central Defenders Long & Short passing Long Pass Jumping backward | Central area
Sweepers Dribbling in small area Header Running backwards
Defensive Midfielder Control Tactical Meanings of HI efforts (backpedal)
Push up the pitch
Wingers Running with the ball Technical Actions Post-HI Run / Middle to Attacking 1/3
Fullbacks Passing Cross Wide area
Wing Midfielder Dribbling Trick
Crossing Tactical Meanings of HI Run
Shooting Run the channel
Control Drive inside
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It has been reported in an elite junior cohort that players take 1-2-min to reach 90-95%
of their HRmax and this period is part of the 4-min work bout (Helgerud et al., 2001). In this
study, the PSCT drills were designed to allow the players to achieve the desirable intensity via
a combination of maximal sprinting, high intensity running, position-specific technical actions
and intra-set recovery jogging, performed as many times as possible in each 4-min work bout.
All players were informed of the requirements of the drills and encouraged to participate in the
training drill with maximal intent. As the work: rest ratio of the drills is equal (4:4), four to six
players could participate in a drill at a time. While two players performed the exercise, the other
two would actively rest by collecting balls or performing light movements and vice versa. The
ball-serving activity for these drills only involved simple soccer skills such as receiving short
passes, throwing or passing the ball over short to medium distances (no longer than 20 metres).
Thus, the servers were anyone proficient with passing a soccer ball, or those who had at least a
year of playing experience, including assistant coaches, a researcher, junior players and players

who were not participating in the drills.

3.3 Aerobic Capacity

Aerobic capacity was evaluated by the YYIRT1 which has been shown to be a reliable
and valid assessment for soccer players (Bangsbo et al., 2008; Krustrup et al., 2006). The
YYIRTI consisted of repeated 2 X 20m runs at a progressively increasing speed, guided by the
audio beep sound. Between each running bout, the players had a 10-s active rest period where
they moved to the cone located 5-m away before returning to the starting line. The test started
at 10 km/h, increased 2 km/h after the first stage and 1 km/h after the second stage. The speed
continued to increase by 0.5 km/h each stage until exhaustion. The test was terminated when
the players failed to reach the line on time for two consecutive occasions despite strong verbal
encouragement or by voluntary withdrawal. Players were given verbal warning after one failed
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occasion. The score was collected based on the distance covered up to the last successful
attempt. Less than 10 players performed the test at a time to ensure appropriate monitoring and

correct data collection.

3.4 Loughborough Soccer Passing Test

The LSPT consisted of 16 passes; eight short passes to the red and white targets located
3.5 m away from the passing area, and eight slightly longer passes to the green and blue targets
located 4 m away from the passing area (see Figure 3). Four colored targets (0.3 m X 0.6 m)
were painted on the center of the wooden board. A white column (0.1 m X 0.15 m) was painted
in the center of the target to provide an aim for a successful pass. Target orders were generated
randomly into four sequences using Microsoft Excel and then written on a piece of paper held
by the examiner. During each trial, the examiner had two duties: (1) start timing with a
stopwatch as soon as the player began with the ball in the center and stop timing following the
final pass when the ball contacted the target area, and (2) call out the next colored target just
before the player received the ball bouncing back. Players were informed that passes could only
be made from within the passing area and the ball must be taken through and out of the central
box before the next pass was executed. Players were also informed that the LSPT is a timed

test, and thus encouraged to perform the test as quickly as possible whilst avoiding penalties.
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Figure 3. Loughborough Soccer Passing Test set-up illustration. Coloured tapes (red, blue,
green and white) = the passing targets. Small grey tapes = reward for a successful past. White
circles = dribbling area. Red circles = passing/receiving ball area.

Penalties were given for the following errors: (i) 5 s for completely missing the bench
or hitting the wrong colored target, (ii) 3 s for missing the colored target area, (iii) 3 s for
handling the ball, (iv) 2 s for making a pass outside of the passing zone, (v) 2 s for touching
any cones with the ball, and (vi) 1 s for every additional second over 43 s (i.e. total time). An
award of a 1 s was deducted from the total time for each pass that successfully hit the 10 cm
white column in the center of each colored target. No coaching or feedback was given during
the trials. Due to the fast nature of the test with a complex scoring scheme, two cameras were
placed at opposite corners of the set-up to capture the full footage for accurate post-hoc
calculation of awards/penalties and overall scoring. The time taken, added award/penalty time
and overall performance time were assessed post-test by analyzing the recorded footage in slow

motion. Only one examiner was responsible for conducting the test and analyzing the results to
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eliminate the inter-tester variability. All players were blinded to their result during each trial

across the data collection period.

3.5 High Intensity Simulation — Fatigue Protocol

Accumulated fatigue throughout a soccer match (90 min game) is subject to many
factors and not always possible to reproduce for research purposes. Rampinini and colleagues
(2008) have developed a 5-min high-intensity simulation to serve as a fatigue protocol prior to
the LSPT to examine the acute effect of fatigue on the players technical skills. This simulation
is intended to mimic the most intense period(s) of a soccer match (Mohr et al., 2003) based on
the previous finding that such periods typically involve 11 consecutive high intensity running
efforts with a work: rest ratio of approximately 1:3.1 (Withers, Maricic, Wasilewski, & Kelly,
1982). The result of Rampinini’s study (2008) demonstrated a significant decrease in the
players’ technical performance on the LSPT immediately after the fatigue protocol. This finding
indicates that short-passing ability is not only affected by the accumulated fatigue throughout
the match, but can also be reduced following the relatively short bouts of high intensity

activities and thus, may be a sensitive measure of changes in soccer performance with fatigue.

Prior to the second bout of the LSPT, players completed a 5-min high intensity
simulation, consisting of 10 consecutive 40m high-intensity shuttle runs (five at 16 km/h and
five at 19 km/h) with a 180 degree turn every 20 m following an audio signal. Each running
bout was separated by a 25-s recovery period, alternating between standing (0 km/h), walking
(5 km/h) and jogging (7 km/h) to obtain a work: rest ratio of 1:3. This high intensity simulation
has been reported to induce an average intensity equivalent to 90 & 4% HRmax, with low inter-
subject variability (coefficient of variation [CV] = 1.5%) (Rampinini et al., 2008). A 5-s
countdown at the end of the recovery period was given to ensure that the players had enough

time to get ready and position themselves for the next shuttle run. After completing the fatigue
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protocol, the player immediately commenced the LSPT assessment. One player went through
the fatigue protocol and LSPT at a time to ensure consistency between the end of the fatigue

protocol and start of the LSPT for all players.

3.6 Repeated Sprint Ability and Linear Sprinting Speed

Players completed a repeated sprint protocol comprised of six maximal 30m sprints
separated by 30-s of recovery. This protocol has been shown to have excellent test-retest
reliability to measure the linear sprinting speed over 10m (intraclass correlation coefficient
[ICC]=0.79; CV =2.2%) and 30m (ICC = 0.91; CV = 1.51%), and the RSA of players in team
sports (ICC = 0.94; CV = 1.34%) (Glaister et al., 2007). The players were instructed to reach
maximum velocity as quickly as possible. The last 10 and 5-s of the active recovery periods
were verbally noticed so the players had enough time to prepare for the next effort. Strong
verbal encouragement was delivered by the research team during the test to ensure athletes
performed maximally throughout the assessment. Photocell timing gates (Microgate, Bolzano,
Italy) were placed at the starting line, 10 and 30m away at a height of 1 m. The players started
from a static position, 30cm behind the photocell gates. Time was recorded to the nearest 0.01 -
s when the players intercepted the photocell beam. The fastest 10 and 30m time, and total time

(RSAqota) of all six sprints, in seconds, were collected and analyzed.

3.7 Time-Motion Characteristics

The running profile of each player was measured using a portable GPS device operating
at a sampling frequency of 15Hz (SPI HPU, GPSports, Australia). GPS devices sampling at or
greater than 10 Hz have previously demonstrated good reliability and low variability (CV =
1.9-5.3%) in team sport athletes (Varley, Fairweather, & Aughey, 2012). Recording took place

during all usual training sessions and PCST drills during the research study. Following
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recording, the data of total distance (global load) and high-speed distance (high intensity load)
(> 18 km/h) (Ade et al., 2016) were downloaded and analyzed using SPI IQ software (SPI IQ,
GPSports, Australia). Training load comparisons were made between the 3-week control period

to the 3-week intervention period using these two variables.

3.8 Physiological Profile

The physiological response to PSCT drills were recorded via a telemetric device (Polar
H10, Polar Electro Oy, Finland). Exercise intensity was expressed based on the individual
maximum heart rate (i.e. HRmax) obtained from the YYIRT1 (Krustrup et al., 2003) after each
testing session. The training intensity of the PSCT drills were calculated by dividing the average
HR obtained during each 4-min work bout by the individual’s HRmax. The intensity of PSCT

drills was calculated as the average of the intensity of the four, 4-min work bouts.

3.9 Statistical analysis

All data was inputted into Microsoft Excel (Excel; Version 2010; Microsoft,
Washington, US) and analysed using SPSS statistical software (SPSS; Version 25.0; IBM
Corporation, New York, US). All data was screened for normality using a Shapiro-Wilk test.
Descriptive statistics (mean * standard deviation [SD]) were calculated for all outcome
measures. The total training load and high intensity training load of the 3-week control period
were compared to that of the 3-week intervention period using paired samples t-tests. Changes
in 10 and 30m sprint speed, RSA, YYIRT1 and LSPT performances were assessed with separate
one-way repeated measure analysis of variances (ANOVA) with time points: Baseline, Post-
control and Post-intervention. Where significance was detected, a Bonferroni post-hoc
correction was applied to assess differences between baseline, control and intervention periods.

An alpha level of <0.05 was required for significance. Additionally, effect sizes (ES) were
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calculated using Hedge’s method (small ES = 0.20-0.49; medium ES = 0.50-0.79 and large ES
> 0.80) (Hedge, 1981). The inter-player coefficient of variation (CV), expressed as a
percentage, was also calculated to assess the variability of physiological responses to PSCT
drills amongst the players: CV < 10%, 10-20%, 20-30% and >30% were classified as low,

medium, high and very high, respectively (Reed, Lynn, & Meade, 2002).
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CHAPTER 4

RESULTS

This chapter presents the data collected and results of the statistical analyses, including
the training load of the control and intervention periods, changes in the physical and technical
assessments in response to the intervention (i.e. PSCT) in comparison to the control period.
This chapter aims to provide a numerical foundation for further discussion and interpretation

in the subsequent chapter.

4.1 Training Load

The weekly training volume for the control (3 weeks — Week 1-3) and intervention (3
weeks — Week 4-6) periods are displayed in Figure 4. Both the total distance and high-speed
(>18 km/h) distance decreased over weeks, showing a shorter distance in the intervention than
the control period. The ratio between the high-speed to the total distance in percentage for week
1 to week 6 was 7.0%, 4.4%, 4.9%, 5.1%, 5.8%, and 4.5%, respectively, with an average of

5.4% for the control period and 5.1% for the intervention period.

Figure 5 shows the total and high-speed distance in the control period (average of the 3
weeks) and in the intervention period (average of the 3 weeks). The total average training
distance per week was significantly higher (ES = 1.82, p = 0.02) during the control period
(45.45 £ 3.82 km) than the intervention period (35.50 £ 6.40 km). With regards to the high-
speed distance, no significant difference (p = 0.15) was evident between the control (2.51 +

0.89 km) and intervention (1.72 £ 0.36 km) periods.
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Figure 4. Weekly total distance (km) and high-speed distance (>18km/h) (km) (displayed as
mean = SD) across 6 weeks of the experiment (control period = weeks 1 — 3, intervention period
=weeks 4 — 6).
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Figure 5. Average total distance (km) and high-speed distance (>18 km/h) (km) per week.
(displayed as mean = SD) between the control and intervention periods. * Significant (p < 0.05)
difference between control and intervention periods.
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4.2 PSCT drills

There were on average 5.8 PSCT sessions completed by each player during the
intervention period, as two players missed one, and one player missed two PSCT sessions out
of six sessions. Figure 6 shows the total and high-speed distance in the PSCT drills performed
over 6 sessions (2 sessions per week for 3 weeks) in the intervention period. On average, the
total distance covered in the PSCT drills was 2223 + 104 m with an inter-player CV of 4.7%
across six sessions. The average high-speed (> 18 km/h) distance was 238 + 48 m with an inter-
subject CV of 20.3% across the six sessions. No significant differences were evident amongst
the sessions for both the total distance (p = 0.30) and the high-speed distance (p = 0.42). The
ratio between the high-speed to the total distance in percentage for Session 1 to Session 6 was

12.1%, 9.6%, 13.9%, 12.9%, 7.7%, and 8.3%, respectively, with the average of 10.8% for all

sessions.
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Figure 6. The total and high speed (>18 km/h) distance covered in the PSCT drills over six
sessions.
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As shown in Table 2, the intensity of PSCT in terms of % HRmax was 89.0 = 2.1%
(averaged across all drills and sessions), with a low inter-player coefficient of variation (CV)
of 2.4%. There was no significant difference in HRmax among the PSCT sessions (p = 0.16).
The average intensity of the attacker, defender and winger drills across all six sessions were
89.4 £ 2.6%, 90.2 £ 2.1% and 87.9 + 3.5%, respectively, with a low CV of 2.9%, 2.3% and
3.9%, respectively. There were no significant differences in terms of the average intensity

observed between the attacker, defender and winger drills (p = 0.10).

Table 2. The physiological responses to PSCT drills as % HRmax (mean = SD) for all players.
No differences were observed between drills and across sessions (Session 1 — Session 6),
(p=0.10). HRmax = maximal heart rate

Session 1  Session2  Session3  Session4  Session5  Session 6  Average
% HRmax

89.5+2.1 87.7+3.0 892+26 90.1+23 898+1.6 90.1+£39 894+26
(attacking)
% HRmax

89.4+37 91.0+£2.1 89.1+£3.0 856+57 864+3.0 856+33 879+35
(winger)
% HRmax

904+24 91.1+£19 899+21 909+1.5 883+21 909+23 902+2.1
(defender)
% HRmax

89.8+2.6 89.9+27 895+24 89.1+39 884+23 87.0+£3.0 89.0+2.1
(all drills)

Figure 7 shows a typical example of the speed (km/h) and HR response during PSCT

drills for one 4-min bout performed by a player whose HRmax was 195 bpm. In terms of the
speed, the first peak (26 km/h) represents the sprinting action of the drills, followed by some
technical actions. The second peak (18 km/h) represents the high intensity running activity of
the drills, followed by another set of technical actions, and then active recovery (jogging back
to the starting position). This cycle repeats as many times as possible in 4-min (the player in

this example completed 4 laps, plus one sprinting action of lap 5 before the time cut). In terms
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of HR, the player commenced at ~120-130 bpm, increased to ~168 bpm after the first lap, then
increased above 170 bpm, and maintained this level until the end. In this example, the average

intensity during the 4-min drill was 175 bpm, which was equal to 89.7% HRmax.
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Figure 7. Example of physical (speed) and physiological (HR - bpm) responses to a PSCT drill
(attacker) during a 4-min work bout (x-axis) from one player. Blue line = speed in km/h (y-left

axis). Red line = HR (y-right axis). J, indicates start of each lap (i.e. sprinting action). Red zone
= HR of 155-170 bpm; Yellow zone = HR of 135-155 bpm; Green zone = HR of 110-135 bpm.

4.3 Effects of intervention on physical performance

Table 3 shows the results of YYIRT1, 10m acceleration, 30m sprinting speed, RSA at
baseline, post-control and post-intervention periods. The ANOVA showed a significant effect
for YYIRT]1 performance (p <0.01). YYIRTI improved by 20.2 + 12.3% from baseline to the
post-intervention period (354 = 215 m, ES = 1.14). Post-hoc tests demonstrated an increase of
10.2 £ 11.6% (p =0.01) from baseline to the post-control period (178 =203 m; ES = 0.48), and

9.1 £ 11.6% increase (p = 0.03) from the post-control period to the post-intervention period
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(176 =225 m; ES = 0.55). However, no significant difference in the magnitude of the increase
was observed between the baseline — post-control period and the post-control period — post-

intervention period (p = 0.98).

Table 3. The physical performances across three testing periods (mean + SD) for all players.
Yo-Yo IRT1 = Yo-Yo Intermittent Recovery Test level 1; RSAww = Repeated Sprint Ability
(total time); " Significant difference from baseline (p < 0.05); * Significant difference from post-
control period (p < 0.05).

Physical assessment Baseline Post-Control Post-Intervention
(mean £ SD) (mean = SD) (mean = SD)
Yo-Yo IRT1 (m) 1757.3 £357.6 1936.0 + 373.0* 2112.0 +238.7%
10m sprint (s) 1.80 +£0.65 1.80+0.77 1.77 £ 0.10
30m sprint (s) 4.20 +0.09 426=+0.11 4.26+0.16
RS Aotal (8) 26.21 £0.52 26.26 £0.75 26.32 £0.82

Changes in YYIRTI1 distance for individual players from baseline to post-control
period, and post-intervention period are shown in Figure 8, and the absolute change in the
distance from the baseline to the post-control period, and from the post-control period to the
post-intervention period is shown in Figure 9. Although all players showed an increased
distance from the baseline to the post-intervention period, the changes varied between the
periods. For example, from baseline to post-control periods, 12 out of 15 players showed an
increase whilst 3 players showed a decrease in YYIRT1 performance. From the post-control
period to the post-intervention period, 11 out of 15 players showed an increase, but 2 players

did not have any change whilst 2 players showed a decrease.
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Figure 8. Individual absolute changes in YYIRT1 performance (m) from Baseline to the Post-
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As shown in Table 3, no significant changes in the 10m (p = 0.15) and 30m sprint time
(p = 0.33), and RSA (p = 0.99) were found over time. When comparing the baseline to post-
control period, no significant change was evident for 10m speed (ES = 0.02; p = 1.00), 30m
speed (ES =-0.57; p=0.40) and RSA (ES =-0.07; p = 1.00). Likewise, no significant change
from the post-control to the post-intervention periods was observed for 10m speed (ES = 0.37;

p =0.36), 30m speed (ES =0.01; p=1.00) and RSA (ES =-0.8; p =1.00).

4.4 Technical skill performances

The LSPT results including the total score and penalty time for non-fatigued and
fatigued states are presented in Table 4. In the non-fatigued (normal) condition, there was no
significant difference in the total score (ES = -0.23, p = 0.47) and penalty time (ES=0.10,p =
0.76) from the baseline to post-intervention period. Likewise, in the fatigued condition, no
significant difference was observed in the total score (ES = 0.20, p = 0.47) and penalty time
(ES=0.15, p=0.62). When comparing the fatigued and non-fatigued conditions, both the total
score (ES = 0.42, p = 0.23) and penalty time (ES = 0.09, p = 0.80) were not significantly

different.
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Table 4. The technical skill performances (mean + SD) across the three testing periods

(Baseline, Post-control and Post-intervention). Total score: lower score indicates better
performance (faster and more accurate execution); Penalty time: lower score indicates better
performance (less penalties conceded). No significant differences were observed. LSPT =

Loughborough Soccer Passing Test.

Baseline Post-control Post-intervention
(mean £ SD) (mean £ SD) (mean £ SD)
Total score
LSPT non-fatigued (s) 43.8+5.9 473 +4.7 45.0+4.1
LSPT fatigued (s) 49.7+73 50.2+6.5 483 +6.4
Difference fatigue vs. non-fatigued (s) 59+6.3 29+£95 33+£5.6
Penalty time
LSPT penalty non-fatigued (s) 9.0+4.1 11.3+£3.9 8.6+3.7
LSPT penalty fatigued (s) 124+5.8 12.5+6.1. 11.6+4.5
Difference fatigue vs. non-fatigued (s) 34+49 1.2+72 3.0+£42
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CHAPTER 5

DISCUSSION

The focus of the final chapter of this thesis will seek to answer the research questions
posed by discussing the results presented in the previous chapter, offer interpretation of the

findings and highlight areas for further consideration.

5.1 Research findings

The purpose of this study was to develop and examine the effects of PSCT (6 sessions
over 3 weeks) on the physical and technical skill performances of professional young soccer
players in comparison to the control period without the PSCT. Collectively, the results
demonstrated a significant improvement in the players’ YYIRT1 performance after both the
control and intervention periods. When interpreting these findings, it is important to
acknowledge that the control period had a significantly higher training volume than that in the
intervention period. However, the magnitude of increase in YYIRT1 performance was
equivalent across the control and intervention period. This may indicate that the addition of
PSCT may be effective for improving YYIRT1 performance by inducing a sufficient training
intensity for effective cardiovascular adaptations (approximately 90% of HRmax). However,
other physical performance such as sprint and repeated sprint ability, and technical variables
did not change significantly after either the control and PSCT intervention periods. Despite this,
the PSCT drills may provide good technical practice and ecological validity by allowing the
players to perform the most relevant skills to their playing positions during intense periods of
work, if they are implemented in training for a longer period of time. To the best of my
knowledge, this was the first study to develop and implement the PSCT drills in youth elite

soccer. The findings of this study may help to inform professionals working in soccer and act
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as a tool to improve the players aerobic conditioning with the PSCT drills. Moreover, this study
provides a foundation to further investigate the use of PSCT as a novel conditioning approach
in soccer and other field-based team sports, or as a position-specific test of physical and

technical capacity.

5.1.1 PSCT drills

The PSCT drills in this study induced desirable physiological responses across all drills
and sessions in terms of the intensity as evidenced by HR recording (average: 89.0 + 2.1%
HRuax) shown in Table 2. This response was close to the anaerobic threshold of 90% HR max,
which has been shown to be effective for. Previously, smaller formats of SSG (e.g. 2 vs 2, 3 vs
3, or 4 vs 4) have been shown to induce similar HR responses to what was found in the present
study. However, to the best of my knowledge, this was the first study to demonstrate the
efficacy of PSCT drills to elicit high HR responses in elite youth soccer players. Moreover, one
major limitation of SSG is that they tend to have a high inter-player variability of HR responses
(Hill-Haas et al., 2011). Conversely, the results from the current study demonstrated that PSCT
drills provided similar HR responses with low variability among the players (CV = 2.4%),
which is important to ensure a uniform training stimulus amongst players. This was achieved
because during PSCT drills, the players executed the exercise task on their own. For example,
players completed as many repetitions as possible during each 4-min work bout without any
pause, reset or any tactical rule constraints (Figure 7). This means that the players didn’t have
to rely on other players’ skills or interaction, tactical play or space confinement, thus, likely
contributed to the low variability. Therefore, PSCT appears to be useful to negate potential
ceiling effects for highly fit or highly skilled players which are commonly observed during

SSG.
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The results of the present study demonstrated that the average intensity (percentage of
HRuax) was similar among all three PSCT drills (Table 2). Although no statistical difference
was observed, the average intensity of the defender drill tended to be the highest (90.2 + 2.1%)
amongst the three drills, whilst the average intensity of the winger drill was the lowest (87.9 +
3.5%). It may be possible that the wing players had a higher aerobic capacity than the defenders,
although this was not specifically examined in the current study. If this was indeed the case, the
wing players may have had more difficulty reaching and maintaining the intended exercise
intensity (e.g. their HR may have decreased faster during the 4-min active recovery phase
during each work bout of the drills). In support of this hypothesis, a previous study
demonstrated that players with the highest VOzpeak values achieved the lowest percentage of

VO;peak during exercise (Buchheit et al., 2009).

Although there was no significant difference in both the average intensity (HR) (p =
0.16) and the total distance covered (p = 0.30) for all drills between the six PSCT sessions
(Session 1 — Session 6), there was an upward trend (ES = 1.09) regarding the total distance
covered as shown in Figure 6. When analysed independently, this trend can potentially be linked
to a learning effect (e.g. players improved the specific technical skill actions of the drill
allowing them to move through more efficiently). However, when coupled with a downward
trend of the physiological responses (expressed as % HRmax) across the sessions as shown in
Table 2, this may infer that the players improved their aerobic capacity as they progressed
through the intervention period. This finding might indicate that the players could perform more

work at lower level of exertion during each consecutive session.

One interesting finding was regarding the CV of high-speed distance across 6 PSCT
sessions, which was 4 times larger than the CV of total distance (4.7% compared to 20.3%,
respectively). This was mostly due to the two last sessions when the players reduced their high

speed distance remarkably, which could possibly be attributed to the pacing strategy of the
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players. As the circuit last 4-minute, the players might attempt to save their high intensity

sprinting effort to not get too tired at the last moment of the round.

5.1.2 Effects of PSCT intervention on performance tests in comparison to control period

As shown in Table 3, the players increased YYIRTI distance by 20.2% from the
baseline to the post-intervention period. When converted to VOomax values (formula: YYIRTI
distance multiplied by 0.0084 plus 36.4) based on Karakoc, et al. (2012), the improvement
corresponded to an estimated increase of 5.8%. The increase in these variables following the 3-
week intervention period alone were 9.1% and 2.8%, respectively, which was an average of a
3.0% and 0.9% increment in YYIRT1 and VO2max values, respectively, per week. These values
were similar to those reported in previous studies that used HIIT interventions twice per week
(Dupont, Akakpo, & Berthoin, 2004; Helgerud et al., 2001; Impellizzeri et al., 2008; Stolen et
al., 2005). The present study however, showed a significant improvement in the players’
YYIRTI performance after the 3-week control period and no significant difference in the
magnitude of increase was observed between the control and intervention periods. These results
are in contrast to the findings reported by Sperlich et al. (2011) who showed that a 5-week high-
volume training period did not have any significant effect on the endurance performance of
youth players, whereas the 5-week HIIT, at close to 90% HRmax, significantly improved the
players’ VO2max. One possible explanation for the disparity of findings between Sperlich et al.
(2011) and the current study could be due to the volume of the training. In the study by Sperlich
et al. (2011), players had only four training sessions of 90 minutes and one competitive game
per week. Whereas in the current study the players had on average seven sessions of 100
minutes in duration, plus one competitive game per week. Thus, even though the high-volume

training control period of this study was two weeks shorter compared to Sperlich et al. (2011),
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it should be noted that a significant increase in the player’s aerobic capacity was evident in the

present study.

No changes in sprint speed (10 and 30 m), or RSA were observed in the present study
(Table 3). Although the players were required to sprint maximally during some components of
PSCT drills, no significant effects on sprint performance were observed after the 3-week PSCT
intervention. These finding are in line with many of previous studies (Faude, Steffen, Kellmann,
& Meyer, 2014; Helgerud et al., 2001; Hill-Haas, Coutts, Rowsell, & Dawson, 2009) in which
HIIT interventions were used. In particular, a majority showed meaningful improvements in
aerobic capacity, but not in anaerobic-related performances such as straight sprint speed or
RSA. In contrast, there are a handful of studies that have demonstrated concurrent
improvements in both aerobic and anaerobic parameters (Dupont et al., 2004; Sperlich et al.,
2011). For example, Dupont et al. (2004) used a HIIT program comprised of running at 120%
of maximal aerobic speed and repeated 40 m sprints, twice per week for 10 weeks, and reported
significant improvements (p < 0.001) in both aerobic capacity represented by maximum aerobic
speed (post-control [16.1 &= 0.8 km/h], compared to post-intervention [17.3 £ 0.9 km/h]), and
sprinting (40m speed) ability (post-control [5.55 + 0.15 s] compared to post-intervention [5.35
+0.13 s]). Sperlich et al. (2011) used a more complex program with different types of exercises,
ranging from 1-4-min of high intensity running to 30-s repeated sprints for the intervention
group. And the results showed positive changes (p < 0.001) in the player’s VO,max (pre [55.1
+ 4.9 ml/min/kg], post [58.9 + 4.7 ml/min/kg]) and 30m sprint time (pre [5.00 + 0.25 s], post
[4.78 + 0.26 s]). The disparity in findings of these studies in comparison to the current study
could be due to the mode of exercises and the length of the intervention. For example, in the
current study the desired intensity was based on HR and the PSCT drills purposely incorporated
specific technical and tactical skill practice, whereas the previous two studies focused on high

speed running and sprinting without any ball contact. Even though the PSCT drills were
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designed to incorporate some sprinting actions, the players may have placed more focus on the
upcoming technical/tactical actions at the end of the sprints, rather than pure maximal sprinting
itself. Furthermore, it is unlikely that the 4-min work bouts in the PSCT drills were conducive
to sprint speed development due to the nature of the task (e.g. duration and intensity) and
multiple foci (e.g. running and technical actions). Lastly, it is important to note that the
intervention did not specifically focus on sprint technique or power development using
concurrent interventions, such as resistance training, which is known to facilitate speed
development (Moir, Sanders, Button & Glaister, 2007). Lastly, the 3-week duration of the
intervention may have been too short to see any meaningful improvements in sprinting speed.
Collectively, these findings indicate that the format of the PSCT drills employed in the present
study placed more emphasis on cardiovascular intensity, and thus are not conducive to improve

anaerobic-related performance.

5.1.3 Effects of PSCT intervention on LSPT performance in comparison to control period

The PSCT drills were also designed to target and facilitate the development of technical
skills that are akin to those performed by players during competitive matches. In order to assess
changes in technical skill performance, the LSPT was conducted in both a fatigued and non-
fatigued state. The LSPT was chosen as a recent study on the physical and technical effects of
3v3 SSG has shown that short passing ability improved (pre [40 + 4.08 s], post [33.73 = 4.47,
p = 0.013] using the LSPT test (Eniseler et al., 2017). Impellizzeri et al. (2008) used traditional
high intensity running as the intervention method and reported no significant improvements (p
=0.17) in the players’ LSPT performances in non-fatigued (pre [61.9 = 4.2 s], post [59.0 + 2.2
s]) and fatigued (pre [67.7 £ 8.5 s], post [62.2 = 4.0 s]) states. However, in Impellizzeri’s study,
the penalty time of the LSPT performed during the fatigued condition was significantly reduced

after the intervention (p = 0.02), indicating that the improved fitness might help the players to
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make less technical skill errors during passing actions as the result of reduced fatigue
(Impellizzeri et al., 2008). These findings contrast with the current research findings. Although
the PSCT drills involved technical skill practice, there was no significant effect on LSPT
performance in the non-fatigued state (Table 4). Likewise, players’ endurance capacity was
enhanced after both control and intervention periods, but no significant change in LSPT

performance or penalty time during the fatigued trials were evident.

The disparate results between studies may be potentially explained by several possible
factors. First, 3v3 SSG has been shown to involve mostly short passing and receiving actions,
as well as many change of direction activities due to the small space, which share similarities
with the skills tested in LSPT (Ali et al., 2007). Conversely, the skills performed in PSCT drills,
even though specific to the playing position and reflective of real match scenarios (e.g.
shooting, crossing and heading), are not specific to the type of skill tested in LSPT. Therefore,
the LSPT may be more sensitive to skill improvements that are practiced during 3v3 SSG.
However, this view is not always supported, since a recent systemic review suggests that the
LSPT is not sensitive to detect changes in performance after intervention strategies (Wen,
Robertson, Hu, Song, & Chen, 2018). The combined result of the previous aforementioned
studies and the current study imply that the LSPT might be able to detect changes in intervention
methods that share similarities to the skills tested, but not specific technical skills often
performed in competitive matches, such as those targeted during the PSCT drills. In this case,
it may be better that PSCT drills might be modified and adapted to become a test of technical
performance for different playing positions in future research. The speed and accuracy of a
player completing the drill could be used to assess competency, training related improvements
and to provide a position-specific physical/technical profile for each player across playing

positions.
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Another explanation for conflicting results could be due to the methodological
discrepancies between studies when evaluating the LSPT. Often, studies use live-scoring
methods to assess LSPT performance (Al et al., 2007; Eniseler et al., 2017; Impellizzeri et al.,
2008), whereas in the current study we used camera footage and post-hoc analysis in slow
motion to eliminate errors and ensure objectivity. It is possible that as LSPT has a complex
scoring system with many criteria for penalties and rewards, coupled with the fast execution of
the task by elite youth players, the live-scoring method might lead to a high risk of scoring error
and false variability in test results. Furthermore, it is important to acknowledge that there is no
evident correlation between LSPT results and in-game passing performance (Serpiello, Cox,
Oppici, Hopkins, & Varley, 2017), let alone other soccer skills. Therefore, whether PSCT drills
have any positive transfer effects to the skills performed in competition should be explored in

future research using video analysis of real soccer games.

5.2 Limitations of the study

The limitation of the present study was mainly related to the difficulty implementing
research programs in a high-performance sporting environment where there were existing
schedules and commitments of the players. For example, the length of the study was constrained
by the holiday period and tournament schedules. Additionally, the total workload was not be
able to equate between the control and intervention period, which would be more ideal to
compare specific training effects. The PSCT approach, although in its infancy, also requires
some consideration. For example, PSCT requires an extra time commitment as not all players
can participate at the same time and it requires several personnel for effective delivery.
Moreover, this study used LSPT as an assessment for the player’s technical skill, which is not
ideal as a) LSPT might not be a sensitive test to quantify skill improvements; b) LSPT doesn’t

test the skills practiced in PSCT (e.g. shooting, header, long pass, crossing, etc.). Using video
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analysis of real soccer matches might offer a better reflection for the effects of PSCT on the

players technical skill.

5.3 Future research directions

Based on the current study, several areas for future investigation are warranted to
provide interesting insights for research and strength and conditioning professionals alike. For
example, it is necessary to develop the reliability and validity of the proposed PSCT drills as
the position-specific soccer technical skill tests. As discussed earlier, other currently available
skill tests may have limitations regarding the detection of improvements in soccer skills that
are important in a competitive match setting. Therefore, developing the PSCT drills into the
tests of specific soccer skills for each position could be meaningful for real practice.
Alternatively, investigating the technical effects of PSCT intervention using video analysis of
real competitive games could be useful to see any meaningful effects of PSCT in real match
situations. Future research can also attempt to compare the physical and technical effects of
PSCT drills to other established conditioning interventions (e.g. SSG or HIT running). This
might offer a direct comparison between different training protocols and thus, might reveal the
strength and weakness of each more clearly. It should be noted that the control and intervention
periods were short in the present study. Thus, future studies should aim to employ PSCT over
longer-durations with senior athletes or those from varying levels of competition and across

different sporting disciplines.

5.4 Practical application
The findings of the present study can be used to influence players, coaches and sports
scientist to design training sessions and interventions to successfully create new addition to

football conditioning. The position-specific conditioning training (PSCT) can be used as new
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way of conditioning in addition to previous conditioning methods such as high-intensity
interval running and small-sided games. The data from the research may influence the
conditioning demands for football players as well as the tactical and technical requirements
needed for football players and help to evolve the conditioning process and reinforce individual
training that is related to the game and to each specific position. The findings also have
implications for coach education, by way of highlighting methods of success that can then be
transferred into coaching courses and workshops. Current coach education could be updated or
modified to incorporate some of the findings of this study to improve the current coach
education literature.

Some specific training/coaching applications could include:

e The development of training that reflects position specific demands that are relevant to
each position. Players can practice technical, tactical football skills with high intensity
training.

e The development of training where players are coming back from injuries and have
rehabilitation program and cannot train with the whole squad. Therefore, they can
practice the position-specific conditioning training (PSCT) until they are ready to join

the team.

5.5 Conclusion

In summary, the 3-week intervention period with the implementation of additional high
intensity PSCT performed twice per week significantly improved the players YYIRTI
performance, but not other anaerobic-related physical parameters (e.g. 10m, 30m sprint
performance and RSA). There was also no significant effect of PSCT on the LSPT performance
of the players. The short-term use of PSCT, implemented twice per week, enhanced the players’
aerobic capacity likely because it could consistently induce an average intensity of close to 90%

HRumax. However, the hypothesis that PSCT could also improve sprinting speed and RSA was
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rejected as the study design was likely not long enough to see meaningful adaptations to
anaerobic-related performances. Importantly, PSCT was not intended to focus solely on
repeated, or maximal sprinting actions. In particular, the combination of technical, tactical and
high intensity actions did not appear to be conducive to improving sprint performance. The
hypothesis that PSCT could improve the players LSPT performance when fatigued was also
rejected, likely because the skills performed during PSCT were vastly different to the skills
tested in LSPT. Moreover, LSPT might not be a sensitive test of global soccer skill and should
be used with caution when assessing technical skill adaptations following intervention
strategies aimed at improving competitive soccer performance. It was concluded that PSCT can
be an effective strategy to enhance the player’s endurance, but not other anaerobic-related
physical or technical abilities. Collectively, the benefits of a PSCT training approach include:
(1) inducing desirable physiological responses with a low variability between players in a more
specific manner than traditional running, and (ii) allowing the practice of position-specific
technical/tactical actions which complement an existing program or serve as an alternative to
other HIIT approaches. With these strengths identified, it is recommended that PSCT may be
suitable for individual training, return-to-play stage of rehabilitation and during off-season or
in academy setting when time is not a constraint. Professionals working in team sports could
use PSCT drills from this study to apply in practice where necessary, or adapt these drills to

suit athletes in other sporting disciplines.
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Appendix B. Information Letter to Players

Effects of High-Intensity Position-Specific Drills on Physical & Technical-Skill Performances

in Young Soccer Players

This is the information letter sent out to the parents/guardians of all selected players regarding
the upcoming football science research conducted at Viettel SC. All players are selected

because of the following reasons:

e Professional soccer players at Viettel SC
e Under 18 years of age.

e Currently healthy, active and fit for training and competing at professional levels.

Introduction to the Research Team

This research is conducted by Cuong Le, a chief investigator as a part of the Master’s Degree

at Edith Cowan University, Perth, Western Australia. Other members of the research team are
the principal supervisor, Dr Fadi Maya’ah and co-supervisors, Dr Christopher Latella and Dr

Daniel Hiscock. Below are details of each member of the research team and relevant

experience regarding this research project:

Cuong Le - BSc Exercise & Sports Science, First Aid, CPR, Sports Scientist Intern at Perth
Glory NPL Team, Strength Coach Intern at Athletic Institute, experience in athletic physical

testing, experience in the use of Global Positioning Systems (GPS) live and post analysis.

Fadi Ma'ayah - BHMS (Hons), MHMS, PhD, WACOT, Senior Lecturer and Course
Coordinator of Sports Science and Football (Soccer) course at ECU, Advanced Coach B
License Football Federation Australia/Football West, Coach Education Instructor Football

Federation Australia/Football West, Accredited Level 3 Sportstec Performance Analyst.
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Christopher Latella, Post-doctoral research fellow (School of Medical and Health Sciences).
Bachelor Exercise Science and Human Movement (Hons), PhD, ASCA Level 1 accredited

coach. National Coaching Accreditation Scheme (NCAS) qualified, 10 years of applied

r
]

strength and conditioning experience (private sector).iste!

E

Daniel Hiscock, BSc. (Exercise & Health) (Honours), PhD, ASCA Professional Coach,

Lecturer, Physical Performance Manager.

All supervisors have been providing constant, timely support, advice and guidance for the
chief investigator on every aspect of the project to make sure it is well prepared and
conducted. During the time at Viettel SC to collect data, the chief investigator Cuong Le will
still be in close contact with all supervisors via video discussion and/or email to update the

progress and receive advice whenever necessary.

Research Purpose

The purpose of this research is to develop and investigate the effects of a Position-Specific
Conditioning Training (PSCT) model for soccer players, as compared to 3v3 Small Sided
Games (3v3 SSG). Although several coaching manuals and scientific reports have shown that
certain skills are more important to certain playing roles, this study is the first to examine the
effects of a conditioning method that involves position-specific technical actions to help
soccer players improve both physical qualities and technical skill performances. Comparisons
of training effects, physical and physiological responses will be made between PSCT and the
3v3 SSGs, which has been previously established as an effective conditioning method for
soccer players. Moreover, whilst there are several studies showing the improvements of
Loughborough Soccer Passing Test (LSPT — soccer technical skill assessment) after certain
training strategies, there is no evidence on how soccer conditioning interventions can help
players improve their LSPT performances during a fatigued condition, which is very specific

to real soccer matches, especially during the most intense periods of the game. The results of
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this study can add value to the practice of soccer coaches, provide additional effective
conditioning tools and determine the efficacy of position-specific conditioning training for

soccer players.

Research Methods

The players of this study will participate in three identical testing episodes and two 30minute
additional training sessions per week (either position-specific training or small sided games),
for 8 weeks on top of the normal team practice and competition. Each testing episode will
assess (1) aerobic endurance using the Yo-Yo Intermittent Recovery Test level 2 (YYIRT2),
(2) linear sprinting speed over 10 to 30meters and (3) repeated sprinting ability (RSA) using
photocell timing gates, as well as (4) technical skills in normal and during fatigued condition
using Loughborough Soccer Passing Test. The particpants’ height and weight will also be
recorded, but only one time before the commencement of any testing activities.

After the first testing episode, players will resume the team training and competition as per
normal for 4 weeks. The players will be assessed again on all parameters at the end of week 4.
Then an 8-week intervention period will with either (i) PSCT or (ii) 3v3 SSGs interventions
(random selection) on top of normal practice and competition as mentioned above. After 8
weeks, players will be tested one last time (third testing episode) to finalise the research
procedure. All assessments and training sessions will have appropriate warm up and cool
down, delivered by a chief investigator or soccer coaches. During the course of a research, all
players will be asked to wear Global Positioning System (GPS) units during team practice,
competition, aerobic endurance testing and all additional conditioning sessions for data

collection purposes.

Below is the descriptive information of each testing procedure:

YYIRT2 consists of repeated 2 X 20m runs at a progressively increased speed, guided by the

audio beep sound. Between each running bout, the players have a 10s active rest period where
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they move to the cone located Sm away before returning to the starting line. The test starts at
13 km/h, increases 2 km/h after the first stage and 1 km/h after the second stage. The speed
continues to increase by 0.5 km/h every stage until exhaustion. The test is terminated when
the players fail to reach the line on time for two consecutive occasions or by voluntary
withdrawal. Players will be given verbal warning after one failed occasion. The score will be

collected based on the distance covered up to the last successful attempt.

The LSPT consists of 16 passes: eight short passes to the red and white targets located 3.5m
away from the passing area; and eight slightly longer passes to the green and blue targets
located 4m away from the passing area. There are time pressure and technical constraints
associated with the tests, where the performance will rely on both speed and accuracy of
execution. In other words, the players must aim to complete the 16 passes as fast as possible,
whilst avoiding as many technical errors as possible, including wrong pass, inaccurate pass, or

passing from wrong areas, etc.

To assess the LSPT performance under a fatigued condition, players will complete a 5-min
high intensity simulation, consisting of 10 consecutive 40m high-intensity shuttle runs (five at
16 km/h and five at 19 km/h) with a 180 degree turn every 20m following the audio signal.
Each running bout is separated by a 25 s recovery phase, alternating between standing (0

km/h), walking (5 km/h) and jogging (7 km/h).

For repeated sprinting and linear sprinting assessment, the players will complete a protocol
comprised of 10 maximal 30m sprints separated by 30 s recovery. The players will decide
when to start from a static position, 30cm behind the photocell gates. Time will be recorded to

the nearest 0.01 s when the players intercept the photocell beam.

Potential Risks
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This study has a low risk as the total level of physical exertion during each additional training
session is not any higher than that of playing a soccer match. There is a potential risk for
muscle soreness or muscle strain due to the repeated powerful actions associated with the
interventions, such as sprinting, kicking, long passing or jumping. However, this will be
minimised by using a proper warm up and cool down during each testing or training session.
Moreover, a workload monitoring process will be applied throughout the study, and apart
from serving for the research purpose, it can also help detect players at high risk of injury
(overload), so the players’ training activities can be adjusted in accordance. The additional
conditioning training session could be delayed to allow further recovery for players if they are
having signs of overload. The chief investigator also holds a first aid certificate and has been
involved in strength & conditioning settings of both private and professional club
environment and can therefore adequately monitor the athletes training or testing activities.
Besides, the club’s doctor is staying at the training facility at all times and always available if

any injury incident happens.

Potential Benefits

The players may have these potential benefits:

A detailed report of physical, physiological and technical measurements, as a reference point,

to make comparisons with norms and over time.

The players can potentially improve either or both physical and technical abilities after the

intervention period, which can enhance their performance on the field

The players will be provided with effective training tools/methods, for later use that can help

enhance the performance as a professional soccer player.

Privacy and Confidentiality
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Testing and performance data will be forwarded to the club’s director and coaching staff for
their high-performance reporting requirements and training plans. A copy of results can also
be sent to the players, if requested via either hard copy or email pathways at the end of the
data collection period. The electronic copy of data will be stored in the chief investigator’s
personal computer and portable hard drives with password protected. A hard copy version of
data will be stored in a locked cabinet at Edith Cowan University. Copies of data stored by the

chief investigator will be destroyed after 10 years.

Apart from these, all information collected in this research will be de-identified if used or
reported in any type of public presentation, such as conference or journal articles. Players will
not be referred to by names or any sort of identity during these types of reports or discussions.
At some points during the research, players might be recorded/filmed by the chief
investigator. Whenever there is a need for video recording, players will be asked to give
permission. The video recordings are purely for research/analysis purposes and will not be

published in any form.

Voluntary Participation

The choice to participate in this research project is voluntary. No explanation is needed if the
players/parents/gurdians choose not to participate and there is no disadvantage to the decision.
If the players decide to take part in the study, the parents/guardians need to read and sign in
the consent form and return it to the chief investigator. During the research process, players
are free to withdraw the consent and discontinue the involvement at any time with no pressure
or need for explanations. If a player of the project decides to withdraw at any time, the data

will be destroyed permanently.

Approval by the Human Research Ethics Committee
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This research project is conducted by Cuong Le, as part of the Master’s degree of Sports

Science. The ECU Human Research Ethics Committee has approved for this research.

Contacting Us

If you have any questions or require any further information about the research project, please

contact:

Chief Investigator: Cuong Le | Mobile: (+61) | o (34 I | Email:
I

The Viettel Football Club Director: Mr Dung Do | Mobile: (+84) 972 055 555| Email:

Principal supervisor: Dr Fadi Ma’ayah | Email: f.maayah@ecu.edu.au

If you have any concerns or complaints about the research project and wish to talk to an

independent person, you may contact the Research Ethics Officer by telephone (+61) 8 6304

2170 or by email research.ethics@ecu.edu.au.
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Appendix C. Consent Form

Effects of High-Intensity Position-Specific Drills on Physical & Technical-Skill Performances

in Young Soccer Players

I have read and clearly understood the information sheet and consent form. I agree to
participate in this study and provide my consent freely. I understand that all study procedures
will be carried out as described in the information sheet, which I have retained for my own
record. [ am aware that my decision to participate in this study or withdraw at any time is
fully at my disposal. There is no disadvantage if I decide not to participate or withdraw from
the research at any time, and I do not need to give any justification for my decision. I have
had all my questions/concerns clearly answered. I understand the collected data will primarily
be used for research purposes and will possibly be used for future research. I agree that the
data will be sent to the coaching staff and director at the club for high performance
understanding and training plans. Other than that, all my information will be kept confidential
to the public. I can ask for a copy of results to keep for myself. I also agree that all the data
collected from this research may be published, but my names and any sort of identity will not
be disclosed. I am aware that at some points, I will be asked to give permission for the chief
investigator to video record myself for research or analysis purposes, and these footage will

not be published in any form.

I understand that if I have any further question or information about the project, I can contact

the chief investigator at any time by telephone (+61) 4 6858 6855 or (+84) 908 31 22 64

and/or by email caol@our.ecu.edu.au. I can also contact the club’s director and the principal

supervisor of the project at any time with the contact details as outlined in the information
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sheet. If I have any concern or complaint about the research project and wish to talk to an
independent person, I may contact the ECU Research Ethics Officers by telephone (+61) 8

6304 2170 or by email research.ethics@ecu.edu.au.

Name & Signature
Name & Signature of Parent/guardian: Date:

Name & Signature of Participant: Date:
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Appendix D. Vietnamese Translated Information Letter to Players

THU THONG TIN GUT CHO NGUOI THAM GIA

Hiéu qua cia cac md hinh dao tao diéu hoa cu thé theo vi tri v6i kha nang thé chét va ky thuat

ctua nguoi choi bong da chuyén nghi¢p

Day 14 14 thu thong tin giri dén tat ca nhitng ngudi tham gia dwoc lya chon nghién ctru khoa
hoc bong da sép 161 duoc thuc hién tai Viettel SC. Tét ca nhitng nguoi tham gia dugc lya

chon vi nhiing 1y do sau:
CAu thu bong da chuyén nghiép tai Viettel SC
Duéi 18 tudi.

Hién tai khoée manh, nang dong va phu hop dé dao tao va canh tranh & cép d6 chuyén nghiép.

Nhém nghién ciru

Nghién ctru nay dugc thuc hién boi Cuong LE, 1a diéu tra vién chinh, c6 béng Thac si tai Dai
hoc Edith Cowan, Perth, Tay Uc. Céac thanh vién khac ctia nhom nghién curu 1a gidm sat
chinh, Tién si Fadi Maya'ah va dong giam sat, Tién si Christopher Latella va Tién si Daniel
Hiscock. Dudi déy 1a chi tiét vé timg thanh vién ctia nhém nghién ctru va kinh nghiém lién

quan dén du an nghién clru nay:

Cuong Lé - Ctr nhan Khoa hoc Thé duc Thé thao, So ctru, CPR, Nha khoa hoc Thé thao tai
Doi ngti Perth Glory NPL, thuc tap huén luyén thé chét tai Athletic Institute, kinh nghi¢m
kiém tra thé chét, kinh nghiém trong viéc sir dung Hé thong Dinh vi Toan cau (GPS) va phan
tich.
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Fadi Ma'ayah - BHMS (Hons), MHMS, Tién si, WACOT, Giang vién cao cip va Diéu ph6i
vién khoa hoc mon Thé thao va Bong da tai ECU, Huén luyén vién cép cao hang B cua Lién
doan Bong d4 Uc/ Bong da mién Tay, Gian vién gido duc Huan luyén vién ctia Lién doan

Bong da Uc / Bong da mién Tay, duoc cong nhan cip 3 Sportstec Hiéu sudt phan tich.

Christopher Latella, nghién ctru sinh tién si (Khoa Duoc va Khoa hoc strc khoe). Ctr nhan
Khoa hoc Thé thao va Phong trio Con ngudi (Hons), Tién siistsHuén luyén vién duoc cong
nhan ASCA cép 1. Chuong trinh c6ng nhan huan luyén quc gia (NCAS) du diéu kién, 10

nam kinh nghiém 4p dung va diéu kién kinh nghiém (khu vuc tu nhéan).

Daniel Hiscock , Ctr nhan. (Thé thao & Strc khoe) (Honours), Tién si, Huin luyén vién

chuyén nghiép ASCA, Gidng vién, Kiém soat thé lyc.

TAt ca cac giam sat vién da cung cép su hd trg, tu van va hudéng dan lién tuc, kip thoi cho diéu
tra vién trudng v& moi khia canh cua dy 4n dé dam bao chuin bi va tién hanh tét. Trong thoi
gian tai Viettel SC thu thap dit liéu, diéu tra vién chinh Cudng Lé sé tiép xtc vai tat ca cac
giam sat vién thong qua thao luan video va/ hoac email dé cap nhat tién do va nhan 16i khuyén

bat ctr khi nao can thiét.

Muc dich nghién ctru

Muc dich ctia nghién ctru nay 1a phét trién va diéu tra cac anh hudng ctia md hinh dio tao didu
kién theo vi tri cu thé (PSCT) cho ngudi choi bong d4, so voi Tro choi nho 3v3 (3v3 SSG).
Mic di mot s6 hudng din hudn luyén va bao cao khoa hoc di chi ra ring mot s6 k¥ ning
quan trong hon ddi véi vai tro choi nhat dinh, nghién ctru nay 1a nghién ciru dau tién dé xem
xét tac dong cua phuong phap diéu hoa lién quan dén hanh dong ky thuat cu thé theo vi tri dé
gitip nguoi choi bong da cai thién ca pham chat va ki thuat biéu dién k¥ ning. So sanh céc
hiéu ung dao tao, phan ing vat 1y va sinh ly sé dugc thuc hi¢n gitra PSCT va cac SSG 3v3,

trude ddy da duoc thiét 1ap nhu mot phuong phap didu hoa hiéu qua cho cac cau thi bong da.
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Hon nita, trong khi c6 mot s6 nghién ctru cho thay sy cai thién cua Loughborough Soccer
Passing Test (LSPT - danh gia k¥ ning bong d4) sau mét s6 chién lugc dio tao nhét dinh,
khong c6 bang chimg nao vé can thiép diéu tri bong da co thé giup nguoi choi cai thién man
trinh dién LSPT cua ho trong diéu kién mét méi rat cu thé cho céac tran dau bong da thuc sy,
dac biét 1a trong cac giai doan cing thang nhat ctia tro choi. Két qua cua nghién ctru nay c6
thé 1am ting thém gié tri cho viéc thuc hanh huan luyén vién bong da, cung cp thém cac
cong cu diéu hoa hiéu qua va xac dinh hiéu qua cua viéc huén luyén diéu hoa theo vi tri cu thé

cho cau thi bong da.

Phuong phap nghién ctru

V6i tu cach 1 ngudi tham gia nghién ciru nay, ban s& tham gia ba dot thir nghiém gidng hét
nhau va hai budi hudn luyén bé sung 30 phiit mdi tuan (ddo tao theo vi tri cu thé hodc tro choi
nho), trong 8 tuan trén thyc té va canh tranh binh thuong. Mdi giai doan thir nghiém s& danh
gi4 d6 bén hiéu khi (1) cua ban bang cach sir dung Yo-Yo Intermittent Recovery Test level 2
(YYIRT2), (2) tbc dd chay nudce rat trén 10 dén 30 mét va (3) kha ning chay nudc rat 13p lai
(RSA), ciing nhu (4) k¥ ning k¥ thuat trong binh thuong va trong tinh trang mét moi bang
cach sir dung Loughborough Soccer Passing Test. Chiéu cao va can ning ctia ban ciing s&

duoc ghi lai, nhung chi mot 1an trudce khi bat dau bat ky hoat dong kiém tra nio.

Sau dot thur nghiém dau tién, ban s& tham gia dao tao va thi d4u theo nhém nhu binh thuong
trong 4 tuan. Ban s& dugc danh gia lai trén tat ca cac thong s6 vao cudi tuan 4. Sau do, thoi
gian can thiép 8 tudn sé& bat dau khi ban bat dau thuc hién (i) PSCT hodc (i) 3v3 bién phap
can thi€p SSG (lya chon ngﬁu nhién) trén thuc hanh binh thuong va canh tranh nhu da dé cap
& trén. Sau 8 tudn, ban s& duogc kiém tra lan cudi (tap kiém tra thir ba) dé hoan tit quy trinh

nghién ctru. Tat cd cac budi danh gia va budi huan luyén s€ c6 sy am 1én va 1am mat thich
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hop, do mot diéu tra vién truong hodc huan luyén vién bong da cung cap. Trong qué trinh
nghién ctru, ban s€ dugc yéu cau mic cac hé théng Dinh vi Toan cau (GPS) trong khi thuc
hanh nhom, canh tranh, kiém tra do bén hiéu khi va tat ca cac phién diéu hoa bd sung cho muc

dich thu thap dir liéu.

Rui ro tiém an

Nghién ciru ndy c6 rai ro thap vi tong muc ging sirc trong mdi budi tp bd sung khong cao
hon so véi choi bong da. Cé mot nguy co tiém an cho dau nhirc co bip hodc cing co do cac
hanh dong manh mé¢ 13p di ldp lai li€én quan dén céc can thiép, chéng han nhu chay nudc rut,
da, di qua hodc nhay. Tuy nhién, diéu nay s& duoc giam thiéu bang cach sir dung thich hop
am 1én va 1am mat trong mdi budi thir nghiém hodc dao tao. Hon nita, quy trinh giam sat kh6i
lwong cong viée s& duge ap dung trong sudt qué trinh nghién ctru, ngoai viéc phuc vu cho
muc dich nghién ctru, né con giup phat hién nguoi choi c6 nguy co bi thuong niang (qua tai).
Budi huén luyén diéu hoa bd sung c6 thé bi tri hodn dé phuc hdi thém cho ngudi choi néu ho
c6 ddu hiéu qua tai. Diéu tra vién trudng cling nam gitr mot gidy chimg nhéan vién trg dau tién
va da dugc tham gia vao cac thiét 1ap sirc manh va diéu hoa cta ca hai moi trudng cau lac bd
tu nhan va chuyén nghiép va do d6 c6 thé theo doi day du cac hoat dong dao tao van dong
vién hodc kiém tra. Bén canh d0, bac si cta cau lac bo ludn & tai co s& dio tao va ludn sén

sang néu co bat ky su c6 chan thuong nao xay ra.

Loi ich tiém ning

La nguoi tham gia, ban c6 thé c¢6 nhitng 1oi ich tiém nang sau:
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Ban s dugc cung cép mot bao cdo chi tiét vé cac phép do vat 1y, sinh ly va k¥ thuat cia ban,
nhu mot diém tham chiéu, dé xac dinh Xép hang cta ban (so v&i céac chi ti€u) va so sanh theo

thoi gian.

Ban c6 thé cai thién kha ning vé thé chat va k¥ thuat sau giai doan can thiép, diéu ndy c6 thé

nang cao hi¢u suat cua ban trén thuc dia

Ban s& duoc cung cap cac cong cu / phuwong phap dao tao hiéu qua, dé sir dung sau nay c6 thé

gitip ning cao hiéu sudt ctia ban nhu mét cau thu bong da chuyén nghiép.

Quyén riéng tu va bao mat

Dit liéu kiém tra va hiéu suit sé& dugc chuyén tiép dén giam ddc cau lac bd va nhan vién huin
luyén cua ban dé co cac yéu cAu béo céo hiéu suét cao va ké hoach dao tao caa ho. Mot ban
sao cua cac két qua ciing c6 thé duge giri cho ban, nhitng ngudi tham gia néu duoc yéu cau
thong qua mot trong hai ban sao hodc duong din email & cudi giai doan thu thap dit liéu. Ban
sao dir lidu s& duoc diéu tra vién luu trir t6i thiéu 10 ndm, chi trong truong hop sir dung sau
nay. Ban sao dir li€u dién tir s€ dugc luu trir trong may tinh cd nhan cua nha diéu tra chinh va
b cung di dong c6 mat khau bao vé. Mot phién ban dir liéu ban cing sé dugc luu trit trong
mot ti bi khoa tai cau lac bd va / hodc DPai hoc Edith Cowan. Nhitng ban sao dugc gilt boi

nghién ctru sinh s€ dugc hiy sau 10 ndm.

Ngoai nhirng thong tin nay, tit ca cac thong tin thu thap duogc trong nghién ctru ndy s& khong
duoc xac dinh néu dugc st dung hoac bao cao trong bét ky loai hinh trinh bay nao, chéng han
nhu cac bai bao vé hoi nghi hoidc tap chi. Nhitng nguoi tham gia s& khong duge goi bang tén
hodc bat ky loai nhan dang nao trong cac loai bado cao hodc thao luan nay. O mot sb thoi diém,
ban s€ dugc thu hinh bdi nghién ctru sinh vi muc dich phéan tich, nghién ctru don thuan va
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nhitng thudc phim s& khong dugc cong bd ra bén ngoai. Bat cir khi nio can thu hinh, ban s&

dugc thong bao trude dé quyét dinh cho phép hay khong.

Tham gia tu neguyén

Lya chon tham gia vao du 4n nghién ctru nay 13 ty nguyén. Khong can giai thich néu ban chon
khong tham gia va khong co bét loi cho quyét dinh ctia ban. Néu ban quyét dinh tham gia, ban
can hoan thanh mot sy dong y c6 hiéu biét va giri lai cho diéu tra vién chinh. Trong qua trinh
nghién ctru, ban dugc ty do rat lai sy déng ¥ cta ban va chidm dut sy tham gia cua ban bat ctr
lac ndo ma khong cé ap luc hodc can giai thich. Néu mot nguoi tham gia dy 4n quyét dinh rat

bat ky lic nao, dir liéu cua ban s€ dugc x6a vinh vién.

Phé duyét ctia Uy ban Pao dic Nghién ctru Con ngudi

Dy an nghién ctru nay dugc thyc hién bdi Cuong Lé, 1a mot phén cua béng Thac si Khoa hoc

Thé thao. Uy ban Pao ditc Nghién ctru Con nguoi ECU di phé duyét cho nghién ciru nay.

Lién hé véi chiing t61

Neéu ban c6 bat ky cau hdi nao hodc can thém bat ky thong tin nao vé du an nghién ctru, vui

long lién hé:

Diéu tra vién trudng : Cuong Le | Di dong: (+61) 4 6858 6855 hoic (+84) 908 31 22 64 | E-

mail: caol@our.ecu.edu.au
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Giam ddc cau lac bd bong da Viettel : Mr Dung Do | Di dong: (+84) B | E- mail:
]

Giam sat vién chinh : Tién si Fadi Ma'ayah | E-mail: f maayah@ecu.edu.au

Néu ban c6 bat ky lo lang hodc khiéu nai nao vé du 4n nghién ctru va mudn néi chuyén véi
mot nguoi doc 1ap, ban co thé 1ién hé vai Can bd nghién ciru Pao dic nghién ctru qua dién

thoai (+61) 8 6304 2170 hodc email research.ethics@ecu.edu.au .
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Appendix E. Vietnamese Translated Consent Form
GIAY CHAP THUAN

Hiéu qua cia cac md hinh dao tao diéu hoa cu thé theo vi tri v6i kha nang thé chét va ky thuat

ctua nguoi choi bong da chuyén nghi¢p

T6i dd doc va hiéu 15 to thong tin va mau chp thuan. Toi ddng ¥ tham gia vao nghién ciru
nay va tu do déng y. Toi hiéu réng tat ca cac thu tuc nghién curu s€ dugc thyc hién nhu dugce
mo ta trong to thong tin ma toi da giir lai dé luu giit hd so ciia riéng t6i. Toi biét rang quyét
dinh ctia toi dé tham gia vao nghién ciru nay hodc rat tién bat ctr lic nao 1a hoan toan theo y
ctia t61. Khong c6 bat loi néu t6i quyét dinh khong tham gia hodc rat khoi nghién ciru bét cir
lic ndo, va t6i khong can dura ra bat ky bién minh nao cho quyét dinh ctia minh. T6i di ¢ tat
cé cac cau hoi / thic mic cua t6i duoc tra 101 rd rang. Toi hiéu dir liéu duoc thu thap chi yéu
s€ dugc st dung cho muc dich nghién ctru va c6 thé s& dugc sir dung cho nghién ctru trong
tuong lai. Toi dong ¥ rang dir liéu kiém tra va hiéu suét s& dugc giri dén cac nhan vién huin
luyén va gidm ddc tai cau lac b dé biét cac ké hoach dao tao va hiéu biét hiéu qua cao. Néu
mudn, t0i ¢6 thé yéu cau nghién ciru sinh giri ban sao ctia két nghién ciru cho minh bat ki luc
nao. Toi cling dong y rang tat ca cac dit liéu thu thap tir nghién ctru nay co thé dugc xuat ban,
nhung tén ctia toi va bat ky loai danh tinh nao s& khong duoc tiét 10. T6i hiéu rang & mot vai
thoi diémn, nghién ciru sinh can phai thu hinh téi vi muyc dich phan tich, nghién ctru don

thuan, va nhitng thudc phim d6 s& khéng duoc cong bd

Tbi hiéu réng néu toi co bt ky cau hoi hodc thong tin nao khac vé du an, t6i c6 thé lién hé véi
diéu tra vién bat ky Iuc nao qua dién thoai (+61) 4 6858 6855 hoac (+84) 908 31 22 64 va/

hodc qua email caol @ .ecu.edu.au . Toi cling c6 thé lién lac véi giam doc cia cau lac bd va
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nguoi gidm sat chinh cta dy an bat clr lic nao véi cac chi tiét lién lac nhu dugc néu trong
bang thong tin. Néu to1 c6 bat ky moi quan tdm hodc khiéu nai nao vé du 4n nghién ctru va
muon noéi chuyén véi mot ngudi doc 1ap, toi co thé lién lac véi ECU Research Officer theo s6

dién thoai (+61) 8 6304 2170 hoac email research.ethics@ecu.edu.au .

Tén va chir ky
Tén va chit ky cua nguoi tham gia: Ngay:
Tén va chir ky cua nguoi giam ho: Ngay:
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