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Abstract of Proceedings
1936

9TH MARCH, 1936
Annual Meeting

The annual meeting was held at the Society’s Rooms, Tasmanian
Museum, on this date, the President, His Excellency the Governor,
Sir Ernest Clark, K.C.B., C.B.E., presiding.

The following were elected as members of the Council for 1936:—
Mr. H. Allport, Mr. S. Angel, Mr. W. H. Clemes, Dr. W. L. Crowther,
Mr. V. V. Hickman, Dr. A. N. Lewis, Hon. 1.. M. Shoobridge, Mr.
E. E. Unwin, Mr. F. E. Ward.

The President appointed the following two Vice-Presidents:—Mr.
IF. E. Ward and Mr. V. V. Hickman.

My. Walter E. Taylor was appointed Hon. Auditor.

An interesting paper by Mrs. J. McElroy on ‘The Times and
Some Contemporaries of Lieutenant-Colonel Paterson, Founder of
Launceston,” was read by Myr. Wilfred Hudspeth, in the unavoidable
absence of the authoress, of which the following is an abstract:—

The writer stressed the fact thal the key to early manian history Jay
in a good knowledge of the early history of the Mother Colony, New South
Wales, whose dependency Tasmania was from the first seltlement in 1803 to
1825. Governor King’s difficulties with the rebellious New South Wales Corps,
the ‘ Rum Corvrps,” were outlined, and an account given of Colonei Paterson’s
famous duel with Captain Macarthur, and also of the dispule between King
and Captain Colnett, of H.M.S. ‘Glatton,” which led to the unjust recall
of the Governor. It was noted that Mrs. Paterson and Mrs. King were the
first ladies to sit on any Australian committee, that of ithe Orphan School,
which formed a model for the later Tasmanian institution.

1t was recorded that ¢ Phlegmatic Paterson,” as he was called, was Lieutenant-
Governor at Launceston when Governor Bligh was deposed at Sydney by the
New South Wales Corps, and as commanding officer he should have returned
to quell the insurrection. But unable to make up his mind which side to
support, he remained at FPort Dalrymple as long as possible, and when he
did assume the command at Sydney his more active confreres carried on the
Government. On the arrival of Macquarie, Paterson, together with the other
officers, was ordered to England to stand his trial, but he died on the voyage.

Portraits of Governor and Mrs. Macquarie, Captain A. F. Kemp, Lieutenant
5. Lord, Bowen, Collins, King, Blich, Hunter, Banks, and others were
exhibited.

6t APRIL, 1936

A meeting was held in the Society’s Rooms on this date. In the
absence of the President, His Excellency Sir Ernest Clark, K.C.B.,
C.B.E., Mr. F. E. Ward presided.

It was notified that the new Council had made the following appoint-
ments :—Chairman of Council, Mr. W. H., Clemes; Secretary, Dr. J.
Pearson; Treasurer, Mr. S. Angel; Standing Committee, Dr. A. N.
Lewis, Mr. E. E. Unwin, and the Secretary. Trustees of the Tas-
manian Museum and Art Gallery and the Botanical Gardens:-—Messrs,
Clemes, Unwin, L. M. Shoobridge, M.L.C., and S. Angel, and Drs. W.
L. Crowther and A. N. Lewis,
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My, J. W. Evans, M.A., F.R.E.S., delivered an iliustrated lecture
on ‘ The Scope of Applied Entomology,” of which the following is an
abstract :—

He said that applied entomology was a scicnce that was concerned with the
study of insect pests and their control. Aithough insects had iroubled mankind
from time immemorial, it was only during the past 25 years that secientific
research had concerned itself with pest control. Applied entomologists were
concerned with the following activities:-—The prevenlion of plants and plant
products being destroyed in part or totally by insecls; the prevention of the
access to susceptible crops of insects that transmitted virus diseases; dealing
with insec that atiacked man and his domestic and domesticated animals
and those that were capable of transmitting diseases to man and other animals ;
and also the prevention of the spread of injurious insects to areas not vet
infested by them. The lecturer gave coxampies of a few entomoelogical
problems under each of the above headings. Control measures of insect pests
were discussed briefly, and the influence of climate on insects was mentioned.
Referring to the biological control of insect pests (control by means of their
natural enemies), Mr. Evans maintained that, although such econtrol measures
when successful were most spectacular and satisfactory, they would always
prove exceptional.

The second half of the lecture consisted of an account of the Thripy problem.
He said that there were many kinds of thrips, all of them being small, incon-
spicuous insects. On the mainland the Thrips stonally a
serious pest of apple Dblossom and the fowers Though
not a pest every year, at varying intervals epidemies occurred which resulted
in great losses to fruitgrowers. This particular thrips, though present in
Tasmania, was never a pest in this State for climatic reasons. The lecturer
zave an account of a thrips investigation, which he illustrated with drawings
and diagrams, and showed that sufficient data had been obtained to enable
the prediction of thrips infestations, and the recommendation of measures for
their control.

11t MAyY, 1936

A meeting was held in the Society’s Rooms on this date, Mr. F. E.
Ward presiding.

Mr. G. V. Brooks, Director of Education, gave an address on
* Observations on Educational Institutions in the United States of
America, Canada, England, Scotland, and Ireland,” of which the fol-
lowing is an abstract:—

He said that upon reflection after his return from his trip abroad, and after
reading accounts of what others had seen, and comparing them with what
he had seen, he had asked himself whether his sampling of schools abroad
was sufficiently extensive and thorough to enable him to form any worth-while
ideas. The answers varied. TFor parts of the United States the answer was
‘ves ’; for Canada, ‘ perhaps’; for England and Ireland, ‘yes’; for Scotland,
probably ‘ no.” The methods used in great cities like Chicago would not apply
to Tasmania, and he had therefore gone out inte the country to find conditions
comparable to those of Tasmania. Atlention was being directed to country
centres, and something that migbt fit conditions in Tasmania was being
evoived.

At the beginning of the year experiments were made at Sheffield and
Hagley. A centre was chosen to serve schools within a radius of 5 or 6 miles.
The children were provided with bicycles, and rode Lo the central town every
day. They would spend three years at the centre, and the system was working
remarkably well. The type of education was distinctly rural, and the school
spirit was fine. The scheme cost less than the high school, and in some
ways served the same purpose.

Dealing with Jibrary developments and the reading habit applied to schools,
Mr. Brooks said that in Hawaii he was struck by the way in which the
children were taught how to read and to be at home in a lihrary. In England
there was a strong library spirit. In Tasmania too littie was done.

Mr. Brooks further discussed modern trends in school-building and methods
of management, comparing the centralised system of the Australian States
to its advantage with the methods of control in the United States and Canada.
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18tH JUunE, 1936
A meeting was held in the Society’s Rooms on this date, the Presi-
dent, His Excellency the Govery presiding.
The following member was elected :—Mr. H. Pearce.
Professor F. Lloyd, Professor of Botany in the McGill Univer-
sity, Montreal, gave a lecture entitled ‘ The Carniverous Plants of
the World, of which the following is an abstract:-——
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A meeting was held in the Scciety’s Rooms, the President, Hig
Excellency the Governor, presiding.
Mr. A. L. Meston gave an intevesting lecture entitled ¢ The
Problem of the Tasmanian Aborigine” (See this volume, p. 85.)



ABSTRACT OF PROCEEDINGS 101

TTH SEPTEMBER, 103

A meeting was held in the Society’s Rooms, the President, His
Excellency the Governor, presiding.

The first Clive Lord Memorial Lecture was delivered by Professor
L. F. Giblin, D.8.0., M.A., Ritchie Professor of Economics, University
of Melbourne.,  His Excellency the Governor presided, and before

the lecture presented the Clive Lord Memorial Medal to Professor

{iblin,

Professor Giblin took as his subject n gencral survey of developments of
Tasmunian economy, ity present positien and prespect. He iy analysed
the relative growth of popuiation in Tasmania and the mainland of Aus
with special refevence to the industries ovcupys wu.hmﬂ groups of various
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consistently more vapid than that of Tasmania. regards occupational
activity, Tasmania showed a make-up of population 'netenL from the Aus-
tralian average, 1t was computed that T was about 14
which 5 offset by the heav ublic tteb* 3
well as the interest on outside money inves nes.
the uthd hand, the Stute benefited to b miltion r)oux‘dw
d [rom the ymmonwenith.  In Tasmania’'s imports exceede:l
by searly  £3060,000.  The State could not imdeflinitely =o on

i s notewortny { ent, of her exports

On

position,
followed
g with

and,

despite
than ¢

y other E:mLL
g

the sume i
b otrade, and,
Lle but not

wis very  litile
s, new mining i

\Li" pu:s

ol which theve was
it would pay
vointed to the
up with that of
must link itself
Lo examine the

Ve —ynodm ion hud heen i
. hev exporls of appios.

Tasmania was inthaa
the conclusion was

The e
a whole from
stated that a
indunt
L{‘,n

of world’s trade
ve was hope of
¢ oitsell in Awvs-
ed methods were
should set hersell
mar and  should
s1o1.

¢
mo

hev

21l OCTORER, 1086

meeting was held in the Society’s Rooms

of His Hxcellency the Governoy

(-
s
@

i, W, Wazrd, in

a2

i ot
The following papers, submitted for the 1986 Pape“v and Pro-
ceedings, were tabled, and referred to the Stanc

wing member was elected i —

“The Occurrence of I<o%sd Plants at V\'ar;%ni;nua, Tasmania,’

by Isabe‘ C. Coo]

noptera), Part 4, by

lian Leaf- honper (Jau«ndr“ Homoptera), Part b, by

vans, 1\‘[.:\‘., FRUELS.



102 ABSTRACT OF PROCEEDINGS

Mr. H. T. Parker delivered a lecture entitled ‘ The Examiners on
the Defensive,” of which the following is an abstract:—

Mr. Parker said examinations were typically authoritarian. The =iutocracy
of the examiner, founded on prestige, probably arose from respect for the
exactitude which attached to empirical-mathematical facts. A report was
published towards the end of last year by an Inglish commitlee of inquiry
under the chairmanship of Sir Michael Sadler, and including swuch out-
standing eduecationists as Dr. P. 3. Ballard, Dr. C. Spearman, Sir Percy
Nunn, and Sir Philip Hartog. The committee gathered actual examination
scripts, and had them examined by sets of recognized examiners. They
then made comparisons of the results obtained. The marks allotted by exam-
iners for any one paper showed wide discrepancies. When an examiner
marked a paper for a second time it was not unusual for him to change
his own verdict. But there was a more fundamental qguestion o be faced.
How did that which examinations purported to measure agree with the
jdeal or the actual product of education? Quite eommonly they spoke of
teachers preparing pupils for examinations, yet every educator knew that
such a process was a debasement of the function of the teacher. The
examination did not set out to test the result of teaching, but only that
examinable part of it which was represented by certain memory and
(possibly) intellectual processes. The chief charge against the examiner
was tbat he had undertaken functions which he could by no possibility dis-
charge. These functions had been thrust upon him. Bul in attempting to
discharge them he had essayed the impossible, and so had laid himself open
to challenge. KFducation was concerned with the development of the whole
powers of the individual, artistic, intellectual, and social. With the intellectual
development alone had the examination any considerable place, and with that,
only in respect of what were recognized as its responsive or reactive aspects.

Some points on the other side were that the examiner had no standards to
guide him. He was eompelled to contrive his own, and was liable to differ
from other examiners, and also at times to falter in his own. 'The limits of
his task had not been prescribed. He examined within a certain syllabus, and
in self-defence was reduced to observance of the mere letter of a course of
instruction. The examiner was forced into a false position by the magnifica-
tion of his assessment to the relative negiect of other educational cutecom
The examiner was untrained. It was enough for one to be eminent in his
profession to be considered eligible as an examiner.

9TH NOVEMBER, 1936
A meeting was held in the Society’s Rooms, Mr. V. V. Hickman
presiding in the absence of His Excellency the Governor,
The following member was elected:—Mr. J. Burgess Watt.

Dr. W. L. Crowther delivered a lecture entitled ‘ Sealing in Bass
Strait.” (See this volume, p. 79.)
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Northern Branch

Annual Report, 1936

The activities of the Northern Branch during 1936 comprised:
Annual meeting, followed by public lecture; four monthly meetings
(two of them public lectures); six Council meetings.

All meetings were held at the Public Library, Launceston.

12tH MAY, 1936
Annual Meeting

Mr. A. L. Meston presided. The following officials were elected
for 1936:—
President: Mr. A. L. Meston.
Council: The President, Hon. Tasman Shields, Mr. W. R. Rolph,
Myr. R. 8. Padman, Mr. F. Heyward, Mr. D. V. Allen, Mr.

J. E. Heritage, Mr. F. Smithies, Mr. J. R. Forward, and
the Secretary.

Hon. Secretary: Mr. E. O. G. Scott.
Hon. Auditor: Mr. R. S. Padman.

The statement of accounts, which disclosed a credit balance of
£28, was read and adopted.

Public Lecture
The annual meeting was followed at 8 p.m. by a public lecture,
¢ Heredity, Genetics, and Eugenics,” by Dr. Joseph Pearson, who was
introduced by the President. There was an attendance of about 150.

23RD JUNE, 1936
The President, Mr. A. L. Meston, presided.
The meeting took the form of a public lecture, ‘ The Carnivorous
Plants of the World,” by Professor Francis E. Lloyd, McGill Univer-
sity, Montreal. There was an attendance of about 150.

20TH JULY, 1936
The President, Mr. A. L. Meston, presided.
The meeting took the form of a puulic lecture, ‘Hydro-Electrie
Development in Tasmania,’ by Mr. W. E. Maclean, Hydro-Electrie
Commissioner. There was an attendance of about 200.
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24TH AUcgusT, 1936
The President, Mr. A. L. Meston, presided.
Tllustrated lecture: ¢ The Problem of the Tasmanian Aborigine.’
Discussion: Messrs, W. Calver, W. R. Rolph, D. V. Alien, and
E. Scott took part in the discussion following the lecture.

28TH SEPTEMBER, 1936
The President, Mr. A. L. Meston, presided.
Papers:
(a) ¢ The Problem of the Tasmanian Aborigine,” by A. L. Meston,
M.A.

{b) ¢ Observations on Some Tasmanian Fishes, Part IV.,” by E.
0. G. Scott, B.Se.

(¢) ¢ Observations on Fishes of the Family Galaxiidae, Part 11.)
by E. 0. G. Scott, B.Sc.

Exhibits: The President exhibited, and gave a short account of,
(a¢) a Tasmanian aboriginal drinking-cup, (b) a series of Tasmanian
pebble-choppers.

COUNCIL MEETINGS

Meetings of the Council were held on 22nd Apwil, 28th May, 10th
July, 30th July, 21st September, 10th December.

Walter K. Shimmins, Government Printer, Tasmania.



