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HARDENBERGIA V/OLACEA (FABACEAE), IS IT NATIVE IN TASMANIA? 
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 Hardenbergia violacea (Schneev.) Stearn is accepted as native in Tasmania. 
 Key Words: Hardenbergia violacea, Tasmania, Augustus Oldfield. 

Hardenbergia violaceawas first described (as Glycine violacea) 
by Schneevoogt (l 793) from cultivated planes probably 
collected as seeds in the Sydney area in the first few years of 
settlement. This scrambling or trailing perennial grows from 
a woody rootstock and produces long wiry stems that climb 
on ocher planes or trail over rocky outcrops. le is well known 
in Victoria and New South Wales, where it occurs widely 
in dry open forests, but its occurrence in Tasmania is 
limited to the Pomos Hills near Richmond in the 
southeastern part of the state. 

Some doubt has existed as to whether this plant is native 
in Tasmania. Curtis (1956) and Curtis & Morris (1975) 
considered that it may have been introduced, and Willis 
( 1972) questioned its status in Tasmania. Its singular occur­
rence, far from the mainland, in a farming district that had 
been occupied since the earliest years of European settlement, 
tended to support the assumption chat it had escaped from 
a local garden. 

The first definite reference to the genus Hardenbergia in 
Tasmania was chat of Hooker (1859), based on specimens 
collected about 1857 by Augustus Oldfield on "rocky hills, 
near Frogmore, Richmond". Frogmore was a large grazing 
property near the present village of Penna; much of it has 
since been subdivided into smaller holdings. 

Following Oldfield's collection of last century, no further 
collections are known until A. Mosca! rediscovered the site 
and, some years lacer, in 1981, collected flowering material. 
The planes and their habitat appeared to be natural. Lynch 
(1993) described the population and its rocky sandstone 
habitat and accepted the species as indigenous. 

Further evidence for its being native in Tasmania has 
recently come to light in the form of a short account in an 
early newspaper (Hobart Town Courier 1834). Assistant 
Surveyor William Malcolm, of the Survey Department, had 
been working in what was called the Sweetwater tier of hills 
near Richmond and had discovered a vine-like plant, not 
previously known to him. The plane was compared with 
Lempriere' s (1954) description of Polygonum adpressum or 
Macquarie Harbour Grape (now Muehlenbeckia gunniz), of 
which it was thought to be a new species, but appeared "co 
be of a drier and more rigid quality". The leaves were "more 
fibrous and of rather a lighter green" and were "heart­
shaped", while chose of Macquarie Harbour Grape were 
"winged" (fig. 1). Unfortunately, the planes were not in 
flower, depriving Malcolm of good diagnostic characters. 
However, the vegetative characters described, together with 
the locality, leave no doubt chat this is the first record of 
Hardenbergi,1 violacea in Tasmania. An early map by Surveyor 
Evans (1822) has the words "Sweet Water" printed in the 

position of the present Pontos Hills, making it clear that 
this is the area referred to. 

le is possible chat Oldfield, about 20 years lacer, knew of 
Malcolm's discovery, either through conversation or by 
reading the old newspaper account. In any event, his 
collections, forwarded to Joseph Hooker at Kew, England, 
established the identiry of the plant as a Hardenbergia. 
Hooker received the specimens just in time to include a 
description in the "Additions, Corrections, etc." chat he 
appended to his Flora shordy before publication in lace 
December 1859. 

Hooker, however, placed the Frogmore material in 
Bentham's (1837) Hardenbergia ovata; perhaps 
Schneevoogt's earlier publication of Glycine violacea was 
unknown co him. Bentham ( 1864), in the first Flora for the 
whole of Australia, included the material in his (183 7) 

FIG. 1 - Typical leaves of (A) Muehlenbeckia gunnii and 
(B) Hardenbergia violacea showing the hastate ("winged")
base of the former and the cordate ("heart-shaped'') base of the
latter. Scale bar = 10 mm.
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H. monophylla. Rodway (1903), following Bentham, placed 
it in Jl. monophylia without commenting on its status. So 
far as can be judged, Rodway never saw the Frogmore 
plante,: there are no specimens in his herbarium. It remained 
for Stearn (1940) to recognise Schneevoogt's G. 7Jiolacea 
and it.1 priority and to make the necessary new combination, 
H viotacea. 

Thediscovery of this plant as early as 1834 provides good 
evidence for its being native in Tasmania, despite its highly 
disjunct distribution. Other plants with similarly disjunct 
distributions are Calocephalus citreus (Asteraceae), /soetopsis 
granzillifolia (Asteraceac), Thesium australe (Sanralaceae), 
perhaps now extinct in Tasmania, Pultenaea peduncuLata 
(Fabaceae) and Eryngium oz;inum (Apiaceae). All are 
of open, dry, warm habitats and were probably widespread 
in eastern Tasmania during the postglacial climatic optimum, 
but were later confined to the refugia in which we now tlnd 
them. 
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