
The diet ofthe Tasmanian Devil, Sarcophilus harrisii 17 

TABLE 4 
Food items in 17 Tasmanian D evil scats from inland Tasmanian sites: Togari, Fentonbury and Bronte 

Fentonbury Togari Bronte n Composition2 Frequency 3 

(n) l (n) (n) (%) (%) 

Mammal 

Tachyg/ossus aeu/eatus Ech idna 0 0 1 4.4 5.9 

Pseudocheirus peregrinus Co mmon Ringtail Possum 0 0 1 4.4 5.9 

Triehosurus vulpecula Brushtail Possum 2 1 0 3 13.0 17.5 

lhy/oga/e billardierii Pademelon 2 0 3 13.0 17.7 

Macropus rufogriseus Bennett's Wallaby 1 3 4 8 34.8 47.1 

Bos taurus Cattle 0 0 4.4 5.9 

Total mammal 4 8 5 17 73.9 100 

Bird 2 2 5 21.7 29.4 

Invertebrate 0 0 4.4 5.9 

Total 5 11 7 23 

l (n) is occurrence. 

2 Compos ition is the number of occurrences of a prey item divided by the tOtal number of occurrences of all items. 


3 Frequency is the number of occurrences divided by the tOtal number of scats. 


PLATE 1 

Tasmanian Devil scavenging on a long-jinned pilot whale, Globicephala melas Trail!, 1809, near Discovery Beach on the 


west coast ofTasmania. Photo by Jon Marsden-Smedley. 



