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scholars. The offerings generally center on the authors’ 
own field research, often supplemented by historical and 
linguistic background from secondary sources. 
	 Several themes run through many of these studies. 
One is a rejection of the notion that a language ideology 
is the monolithic stance of an entire culture. There is 
ample demonstration of the heterogeneity of ideologies in 
relation to socially defined categories (and indeed, indi-
viduals). Another theme is reflexivity, as exemplified, for 
example, by the effect that the recent academic valoriza-
tion of Indigenous languages has had on the ideologies of 
some tribes (in the paper by Gómez de García, Axelrod, 
and Lachler). In addition, the relationship between lan-
guage ideologies and language maintenance and revital-
ization is explored in a number of contexts. Other issues 
include literacy and writing systems, standardization, 
and ideologies relating to the dominant culture language, 
to name just a few.
	 This collection is probably at its most concrete and 
interesting in studies reporting actual dialogic exchanges 
that expose ideologies or ideological rifts (such as Rich-
land’s Hopi Tribal court transcripts, Bender’s congres-
sional hearings on Cherokee education, and Bunte’s 
adult-child conversations). The theoretical discussions 
are more of a mixed bag. While these are often helpful, 
some of the contributions follow the pattern, all too com-
mon in much academic writing, of making frequent refer-
ence to various theoretical constructs without adequate 
discussion of how these constructs might lend actual in-
sight into the phenomenon under consideration. 
	 This volume seems to be largely free of typographical 
and other editorial errors, but some editorial choices are 
unfortunate. There is a subject matter index, but it does 
not include languages or authors discussed, making the 
book unnecessarily difficult to use. In addition, there is 
an irritating proliferation of scare quotes in some of the 
contributions, which is almost always distracting and 
often confusing as to the intended import of the quoted 
material. 
	 Anyone interested in language ideology will no doubt 
find much of interest in this collection, as will those with 
a general interest in Native American languages and 
cultures. Its greatest value, however, will probably be in 
the area of language revitalization. In particular, it is a 
promising addition to the diagnostic repertoire available 
to those of us involved in trying to figure out why some 
language are dying while others are not, and what can be 
done about it. William F. Weigel, Department of Lin-
guistics, University of California, Berkeley, and Nüümü 
Yadoha Language Program.

Let’s Speak Chickasaw: Chikashshanompa' Kila-
nompoli'. By Pamela Munro and Catherine Willmond.  
Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2009. xviii + 
393 pp. Maps, appendices, glossary, bibliography, index. 
$29.95 paper. 
 
	 Let’s Speak Chickasaw: Chikashshanompa’ Kila-
nompoli’ is a landmark achievement in Chickasaw lan-
guage revitalization and fills a wide gap in the available 
literature. A Chickasaw Dictionary (1973), compiled by 
the late Reverend Jesse J. Humes and his wife, the late 
Vinnie May James Humes, is an English-Chickasaw 
word list, an effort on the Humes’ part to preserve the 
language in written form. Chikashshanompa' Holisso 
Toba'chi: Chickasaw: An Analytical Dictionary (1994) is 
a remarkable effort of over 12,000 entries and includes a 
chapter on “The Structure of Chickasaw Words,” a brief 
though thickly constructed examination of Chickasaw 
syntax, morphology, and phonology. Let’s Speak Chicka-
saw greatly expands this earlier material and provides 
interested language learners and scholars with a rigor-
ously detailed grammar of the Chickasaw language and, 
perhaps most importantly, its first truly comprehensive 
Chickasaw language textbook. 
	 Let’s Speak Chickasaw is composed of twenty chap-
ters covering in considerable detail the basic sounds of 
Chickasaw, sentence construction, active and stative verb 
forms, the function of various switch-reference suffixes, 
and the pattern and function of Chickasaw’s complex 
system of verb grades. Chapters are broken down into 
lessons with detailed discussion of subject matter and 
examples of the structures followed by exercises. Each 
chapter includes a vocabulary list, a section on reading 
and speaking, often with practice dialogues, as well as 
notes on aspects of Chickasaw culture and stories in 
Chickasaw, accompanied by audio recordings of Cath-
erine Willmond and other fluent speakers retelling the 
stories, including the story of Rabbit and Buzzard as told 
by Lizzie Frazier, a masterful example of traditional oral 
narrative and a rich example of the complexity of Chicka-
saw switch-reference suffixes. 
	 The Department of Chickasaw Language and the 
Chickasaw Language Revitalization Program have ad-
opted Let’s Speak Chickasaw as the primary text in all 
formal instructional contexts, including undergraduate 
courses in Chickasaw language at East Central University 
(Ada, Oklahoma) and Chickasaw language courses offered 
at Byng High School (Byng, Oklahoma). Though focused 
largely on acquisition and culturally competent production 
rather than literacy, the Chickasaw Master-Apprentice 
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Program uses Let’s Speak Chickasaw as a study aid and 
general resource. Apart from its value to the Chickasaw 
people and its integral role in Chickasaw language revi-
talization, Let’s Speak Chickasaw: Chikashshanompa' 
Kilanompoli' will prove to be an excellent resource for 
students of the Muskogean languages and the larger field 
of American Indian linguistics. Joshua D. Hinson, De-
partment of Chickasaw Language / Chickasaw Language 
Revitalization Program, Division of History and Culture, 
The Chickasaw Nation.

The Nation’s Largest Landlord: The Bureau of Land 
Management in the American West. By James R. Skil-
len. Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 2009. xvi + 
297 pp. Maps, appendices, notes, bibliography, index. 
$39.95 cloth.

	 James Skillen provides a comprehensive assessment of 
the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), its origins, evo-
lution, and ongoing efforts to manage the public lands for 
an increasing array of resources. His account documents 
the legal and political matrix in which the agency oper-
ates, recording the roles of key actors and processes that 
have influenced public lands administration, including 
members of Congress and presidential administrations, 
interest group politics, and efforts to bring expertise to 
the task of managing the public lands.
	 Skillen organizes the results of his investigation into a 
chronology characterizing the BLM’s mandates and opera-
tions through two themes: “questions about the purposes 
and goals of public lands administration and questions 
about the decision-making processes that govern the public 
lands.” In tracking the conflicting responses to these ques-
tions throughout the history of public lands administration, 
Skillen concludes that ambiguity in this context is a given. 
Even so, he offers patterns and lessons.
	 Skillen describes an expanding set of purposes for the 
public lands, an expansion accompanied by the push and 
pull of political processes. This pattern parallels the gen-
eral environmental agenda in the United States. Debates 
about development, conservation, and preservation can be 
expected to continue in the arena of public lands politics. 
This part of Skillen’s tale is often told in natural resource 
circles. His service is in documenting its evolution in the 
history of the BLM and public lands administration.
	 With respect to decision-making processes, the debate 
is about who should have power and influence. In describ-
ing this debate, Skillen draws on a dichotomy of interest 
group politics and agency expertise. This dichotomy is 
documented in the field of public administration where 

dilemmas posed by the tension between the functions of 
administration and politics have long been recognized. 
Skillen provides insights into how these processes take 
shape in public lands administration. For example, his at-
tention to the emergence of range science and its tension 
with practical knowledge held by on-the-ground ranchers 
offers useful context for debates about how grazing man-
agement decisions are made. More generally, the expand-
ing list of purposes for the public lands has generated an 
increasing number of potential participants in decision-
making processes. Skillen notes the implications of this, 
given current trends towards collaborative decision mak-
ing in natural resource management.
	 Skillen provides an even-handed treatment of pub-
lic lands administration. He does not take an advocacy 
stance in favor of a particular set of goals for public lands 
or in favor of a particular approach to decision making. 
He does call for a coherent identity for the public lands 
and for another iteration of assessment for new direc-
tions in public lands administration. He also provides 
lessons about the evolution of ideas and institutions with 
respect to our uses of and relationships to public lands, 
to developing and applying knowledge, and to managing 
our relationships with each other in the process. Clare 
Ginger, Rubenstein School of Environment and Natural 
Resources, University of Vermont.

Perspectives of Saskatchewan. Edited by Jene M. Por-
ter. Winnipeg: University of Manitoba Press, 2009. xiv + 
377 pp. Maps, figures, tables, color illustrations, notes, 
references. $49.95 cloth. 

	 Intended to mark the centennial of Saskatchewan’s be-
coming a province in 1905, this collection of 18 essays has 
only just been published. Has it been worth the wait? 
	 A few essays stand out, either because they explore 
previously ignored aspects of the province’s history, or 
because they offer a fresh look at subjects we thought we 
already knew a great deal about. I would place Mary Ellen 
Turpel-Lafond’s and Christine de Clercy’s contributions 
in the first category, and Brett Fairbairn’s in the second.
	 Turpel-Lafond discusses the challenges that Aborigi-
nal people have faced in Saskatchewan over the past 100 
years by focusing on the history of her own Muskeg Lake 
Cree Nation, located just north of Saskatoon. In under-
taking a detailed scholarly study of a single First Nations 
community, Turpel-Lafond has provided a model for oth-
ers to follow.
	 Christine de Clercy’s “Women’s Legislative and Po-
litical Participation in Saskatchewan, 1905 to 2005” deals 
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