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Overview  

I.  Motivation and Theory 

II.  Measurement and Trend of Environmental Concern 

III.  Individual Differences and Country Differences 

IV.  Conclusion  
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The Problem 

>  Solving environmental problems like global climate change 
needs public support 

—  Support for environmental regulation and legislation 
—  Change in (voluntarily) individual behavior 

>  Environmental concern is an indicator for a general level of 
support in society  
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Questions   

>  This talk has two goals 

1.  How has environmental concern changed since 1993? 
2.  Can we explain level and trend?  
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Hypotheses 

>  Post-materialism hypothesis 
—  In wealthier countries there is a shift from materialistic values 

(stability of prices) to post-materialistic values (freedom of 
speech, democratic participation)   (Inglehart 1995)  

>  Globalization hypothesis 
—  Developing countries have equally high or higher environmental 

concern than developed countries (Dunlap and York 2008) 
>  Affluence hypothesis 

—  With higher income the demand for environmental goods should 
increase 

—  Individuals in wealthier countries should have a higher  
willingness to pay for environmental goods (Franzen 2003, 
Franzen and Meyer 2010)  
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Affluence hypothesis 

A shift in income (GDP) 
shifts the budget 
restriction away from 
orgin and leads to higher 
demand for private and 
public goods (e.g. clean 
environment) 
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Data   

>  International Social Survey Programme (ISSP) in 1993, 2000 
and 2010 
—  conducted 2010 in 33 countries 
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Measurement 
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Environmental concern in Switzerland 
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International comparison 
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Rich vs. poor countries 

Franzen/Vogl 

Correlation 
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Multivariate Regression 
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Effect of wealth over time 

>  Fixed effects model with GDP per capita as explanatory 
variable. 
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Conclusion 

>  More affluent countries have higher levels of environmental 
concern. 

>  But why did it not increase over time? 

>  The strongest effect is education.  

>  How can we increase environmental concern?  

-  Bad measurement 
-  Fatigue 
-  Conflicting information 
-  Competing issues 
-  Pool depletion 
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Appendix: 


