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A BSTRACT

~ The paper describes an attempt for ldentlfymg the core ;oumals of the
subject—spectahsed library- at" the: National Bureau of Fish- Genetic Resources. The

techniques followed for subscribing these journals are out lined.

INTRODUCTION

taken place exponentlally,
post-1960s. Since the literature on
fisheries is associated with a broad
diversity of journals which do not use
terms like Fisheries, Fish, Aquaculture,
or lchthylogy
due to. their w1de dnstnbut;on around
the world, it is difficult for Fisheies

Research Libraries: to find: out their ‘core

zjournals’, . Among the épecializedjournals
‘of pre=1960s: Cdnadian Journal of Fisheries
& Aquaricﬁ"Science.ﬁ (formerly Journal'of the

i Fisheries. Research Board of Canada (1938) v .:;
' V~Progressive* Fish: Culturist: (1938), Transa-
- =ctions of the: American: Fisheries=Society

(1872} Bulletin_of the  Japanese Society

. of Scientific: 'Fisheries (1932), Archives for .
’Ftsherfes Science (1 948), Philippines: Journal

- of Fisheries<(1951); . and*Indian Journal of
= Fisheries;: (1954)§ uvere :more:: .:,focused

*)9“"’8'5? Ncm = i’}fsg =1 -

Yo v'Durifg’ *19603?‘ ‘ﬂ9703 tha" growth

- of:‘fisheries 2 fournals “enchanced:iSince

1970 theinternational publishing houses

journals common for all kinds of fisheries
“libraries . viz,” Aquaculture (1972), Aqua-
“‘culture and Fisheries Management (1970),
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I
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mamly in

in their titles and also .

- haveBegitin-to publish important fisheries - subject;:

Fisheries “Research (1982), Environmental
- Biology' of Fishes (1976), Journal of Fish
‘Biology (1967)‘ Asian Fisherzes Science
(1988), Fisheries :“ a Bulletin of the
American Fisheries Society (1976), ete.
GROWTH OF AQUACU‘LTURE“
: JOURNALS
Aquaculture deserves specral men-
tion because it has been honoured as
an lmportant branch of flshenes scxence
in_the 19603.y The word 'Aquacu!ture

has,‘ qunélg access in the joumal mles

(1972) :s a landmarkjm thxs} drsc:plme» -
and. recogmsed as ‘an tmportant core-

,i.,;oumal, B
ey 4‘? ¥a

~Am
,_g}..,,u 5
Aquattc Sctences fand F:shenes Abstracts

. : lshenes lite:ature.‘fﬁr
present ASFA—Part I Bmlog:cal Sciences
~and:. Ltvmg-*Resources publishes;:;about
2,300 abstracts., followed: by author,
taxonoml,e and ‘geographuc

indexes. - By Spal
>:On’ going. through the list ‘of Aqua-
culture’' Journals' & Sefials ‘compiled by

ininriast
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of subscribed journals and kept
pending for ifs consideration at the
time of renewdl of subscription.

— If any journal is urgently required by
the Scientists for reference for their
project work, the library arranges
its subscription for the running year
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— At the time of renewal, the currently
subscribed joeurnals list and the
added titles of journals are circulated
among the Scientists and Senior Lab
Technicians with the following
columns requesting them to mark
their views on the usefuiness of the

: journais,

commencing from Ja_nuary isste and

that is also added to the existing list.
s Title of the - Subseription : May be May be

Journals with Periodicity . Essential - .
No. . price considsted deleted
= Vol. & year. L =
Signature & Name
with date
SCORING SYSTEM CONCLUSION
' The compilation of list of core

The journals which were marked
‘Essential’” are given 2 points and the
~ journals which were marked 'May be
considered’ are given 1 point.

The value of the journal is asses-
sed by the total number of points
received by each journal If a jou-
rnal has received 16 or more poaints,
. that particular journal is treatzd as a
Fish Genetics Core Journal. " These
journals are rank listed in Table 2 by
total number of points received by each
journal for the current year. These 26
journals are the Cofe List of Interna-
tional Fish Genetics Journals. The
other journals are generally deferred for
= the next year.

iournals for Fish Genetics Library needs
careful processes and task. In future
the librarians of the Fisheries Institutes
may plan to subscribe a combination
of extremly specialized journails dealing
with the mandates of the respective
tnstitutes and a few multidisciplinary
journals with the ASFA database compact
disc {CD-ROM) for mutual benefits.
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Coche {(1987) we find that the list
‘ncludes nearly all the overtly fisheries
journals and serials (mainly post 1960s)
as well as specific ' Aquaculture’ titles.
These are fairly treated as fisheries core
literature as a whole.

X

ACQUISITION OF JOURNALS IN
SCIENTIFIC LiSRAREES

In view of the rapid growth of
fisheries journals the problems that the
fisheries research libraries of developing
countries like India face is their acquisi-
tion. The majority of scientific research
occurs in the developed countries and
new advances and techniques take time to
reach the researchers of the third world.
The geographical distance, highly
enhancing subscription prices of foreign
journals, the galloping fiuctuations in
foreign exchangs rates and the paucity
of budget do not encourags subscrint-
ion to scientific and abstracting journ-
'z in required numbsrs in most of the
rescarch libraries in our country.

After a critical study of the incr-
ea~ing prices of international fish
genetic and allied journals, it has been
noticed that the subscription rates are
enhanced cy 102.62°, on an average of
every four years (Tabie-1).

AT THE NBFGR LIBRARY

The NBFGR Library started functi-
oning in 1986-87 with the primary
purpose of serving its sciéntists and
technicians who are engageﬁ in fulfil-
ling the main areas of conservation of

fish genetic resources of our country :

— Cataloguing of fish genetic resources
and ascertaining their present status.

— Study of genetic variations, in natural
population. -

— In situ conservation of resources.

- ldentification of endangered, threa-

tened and rare fishes and their
conservation.

— Cryopreservation of gametes for Gene
Banking.

The journals are normally subscribed
‘after receiving the comments of the
Scientists and Senior Technicians attached
to the laboratories. With a view to over-
come the problem of subscribing costly
foreign journals within a limited budget
a blend of few systematic approaches
to compile a list of core journals for
NBFGR library have been followed :

_  Acommittes comprising of écientists,
Sr.Technicians and Librarian compiles
a list of journals to be subscribed
keeping in view the mandate of the
Bureau. After proper scrutiny for
acquisition the list will be got appr-
oved by ths Director. :

__ After procuring subject-wise catalo-
gues of new titles of journals
from different publishers, the cata-
logues are circulated among the
Scientists and Sr. Lab. Technicians
for their suggestions. If majority of
them recommend for the subscription
of new journals, the library procures
sample copies of the indented journals
for final scrutiny. After receiving
green signal from the users, the new
titles arc added in the existing list
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Table : 2. RANK LiST OF CORE FISH GENETICS JOURNALS

SI. No. Title of the Journal 3 No. of points received

1. Aquaculture = 24
2. ASFA, Part 1: Biological Sciences and Living Resources 34
3. Amec=rican Fisberies Society Journals & Publications 34
4. Canadian Journa! of Fisheries & Aquatic Sciences 34
5. Journal of Fish Biology 33
6. Fisheries Research - S
7. Aquaculture & Fisheries Management 32
8. Environmental Biology of Fishes 31
9. International Unicn for Censervation of 30
Nature & Natural R2sources (IUCN) Bulletin
10. Cryobiology 28
Conservation Biology 28
Genetics Abstracts 27
* Asian Fisheries Science 27
Chromoscna . 25
Biochemical Systematics & Ecology 25
Endangerad Snecies Update 25
Copeia 24
Bicrnatrics 23
. Compnarative Biochemistry & Physiology 22
" Biochemical Genetics : )
Chromosoma Information Service (CIS) : 21
Nature v 20
Bioscience : 18
Trends in Genetics » : 18
Genetical Research _ : ]
Genetics 17
Journal of Heredity 16
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