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T ami! Nadu is one of the states in India blessed with marine and inland fishery 
resources. It is also one of the states to have first started a department for 
fisheries in 1907 with the mandate to develop fisheries. In the late eighties it 
added to its mandate the promotion of fisher-folk welfare as an important 
objective. 

Tamil Nadu has a coastal length of 1,076 KM, and a continental shelf of 
41,412 sq km, has rich potential of fish resources, which constitutes about 15 
per cent of India's coastal line. Thus, the marine area of Tamil N adu is about 9 
per cent of total Indian marine area. This apart, the state is also endowed with 
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Inland watl;r source,s Ito the extent of 3.71 lakhs ha-52,OOO ha. of reservoirs, 

/56,000 h~ of bra:ckish water area and 2,62,760 ha of other sources. 
The fishery sector ~rovides employment to the tune of 10.28 lakhs 

people-8A5 lakhs in f11ari~e fishing and 1.83 lakhs in 'ir;land fishing. There are 
about 10,353 mechanized fishing crafts and 53,773 traditional crafts 
functioning in the state. Besides, the state has initiated :development of fishing 
harbours and landing facilities numbering 362 fish landing centres' all along 
the coastal line of the state. 

Data and Methodology 
To analyse the inland, marine fish production and fish export, the infor­
mation has been collected for the period of 50 years (1952-52 to 2001-02). The 
data are analysed and the results are presented below. Average growth rate 
was computed by using the function of the following form: 
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the period of 1952-2002 was 2.21 per cent. This i~ very slow when compared 
with growth of inland fish production in India (5.36% during the period of 
1971-2002). ' 

TABLE 2 Decadal Growth Rate o/Inland Fish Production in Tamil Nadu and 
India 

Year A verage Landing, {tonne,} Growth rate 

Tamil Nadu India Tamil Nadu India 

1952-60 38,400 1.76 

1961-70 80,589 13.23 

1971-80 1,36,790 7,53,400 3.42 2.56 

1981-90 1,35.320 11,34.300 -8.98 5.28 

1991-2002 1,05,794 23,64,727 1.96 5.99 

1952-2002 1,01,599 14,50,781 2.21 5.36 

Tamil Nadu's potential in inland fish production is estimated to be 4.27 
lakhs tonnes., whereas the actual production is 1.4 lakhs tonnes in the year 
2001-02 which is only 32.78 per cent of its potential. The state had higher 
growth in inland fish production which was 13.23 percent during the period 
1961-70 and also it fell on the negative side in the period 1981- 90. The growth 
of inland fish production has decreased over the year as compared to all-India 
growth. 

Growth of Marine Exports 

TABLE 3 'Decadal GrowtE Rateol'E;Cport FromTamit Nadu and India 

Year Average Landini, {ionne,} GrowthRa~e 
I " TamilNadu 'India \ Tamil Nadu India 

1971-80 6,501 56,816 8.78 11.35 

1981-90 13,657 87,954 13.51 4.18 

1991-2002 38,050 3,18,486 9.33 8.29 

1971-2002 20,233 1,59,077 8.92 . 8.44 

Tamil Nadu is one of the major marine products exporting states. An 
analysis of data on marine exports in terms of quantity from the state and for 
India shows a linear growth rate of 8.44 and 8.92 per cent respectively for the 
period 1971-2002. The all-India average annual export growth rates for the 
periods 1991-2002 is 8.29 per cent. Exports for the state for the same period is 

9.33 per cent, this is higher than that of India's export growth rate. Tamil 
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Nadu is one of the most important maritime states with high export potential 
Tamil Nadu accounts for 13.78 per cent of the total export in India. 

Conclusions and Recommendations 

Even though the state is endowed with a number of reservoirs and a vast 
continental shelf, the total fish production is not commensurate with the 
potential. The total fish production con,tinues to be less than 5 lakh tonnes' 
during the last five years (1997-98 to 2001,02). Th~ growth rate of total fish· 
production,' was 3.42 for the' period 195}2-~d02. T~e Ig}owth rate for Inilia's 
total fish production for the period 1971-2002 was 4.28 per cent. During the 
last 10 years (1991-2002) the total fish production growth rate for Tamil Nadu 
and India were 224 and,3.44 per cent respectively. The state's relative share in 
total fish production at the national level Ul. (Z00~\42 /=Qm.:eyp 8.31 Her cent.Jt 
forms 12.97 per cent of total marine fish production and 3.65 per cent of the 
total inland fish production at all-India level. 

The growth rate of fisheries in India and Tamil N adu is very less than 
that of overall growth, but the growth of export in Tamil Nadu has increased. 
The increase in the growth of export shows that the domestic fish . 
consumption of the state is less than that of India. 

Tamil Nadu's brackish water spread area is estimated at 56,000 hectares 
out of which 15,000 hectares of low lying areas could be utilized for 
land-based aquaculture. Under · the directions of the Supreme Court, the 
Government of India constituted an Aquaculture Authority of India to 
regulate the setting up of coastal aquaculture within the state. The Authority 
also fra\lled broad guidelines to regulate aqua farms and make them . 
eco-friendly. The setback not only affected the private farms but also the state 
owned Demo-farms. 

Ori the inland fisheries front, the state has about 3.96 lakhs hectares of 
water spread comprising perennial reservoirs, irrigation tanks, long and 
seasonal tanks, and village ponds identified as suitable for fish culture. The 
vast area of irrigation canal can be used for the aquaculture. The state has 
higher tank area; this can also be used for fish culture to increase the inland 
fish production. 

The exploitation of marine fishery resources in inshore waters is almost 
at its potential. About 80 per cent of the fishing effort is extended in the 
inshore waters, which accounts for 80 per cent of the marine production. On 
the other hand, the potential in the deep seas of the Exclusive Economic Zone 
is yet to be realized fully. The increase in the number and efficiency of _____ ---" , 
fleet has failed in increasing the fishing operations in offshore areas and 
diverting from catching shrimps to fin fishes. The measures needed for 
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sustaining the marine fisheries production are to regulate the fishing effort. 
particularly in the inshore. traditional fishing grounds. 

Provision of reliable and good infrastructure facilities can help the 
fishermen, the wholesalers and other inter-mechanics related to the 
production and marke.ting systems. Investment for development of both 
marine, inland and aquarium fish culture to tap the potential is far from 
adequate. This is especially so in case of inland and aquarium fish production. 
Considering the potential there is vast scope for increasing the inland and 
aquarium fish production if adequate investment is made. 

The Tamil Nadu Fisheries Department implements various welfare 
schemes to fishermen viz., the scheme for the development of marine and 
inland fish production, schemes for upliftment of socio-economic ~tandards of 
fishing community, conservation of marine fishery resources, dev~lopment of 
infrastructure through provision of fishing harbour and landing jetties. 
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