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In recent years, approach to marine community 

ecology has become empirical and conceptual. 
Terrestrial plant ecologists were the pioneers in the 
field of quantitative ecology and the application of 
their models k marine ecosystem analyses has thrown 
open a vast new field of interest to those marine 
biologists who are mathematically oriented. That ,' 
interest in this area has been limited among the Indian 
marine biologists is perhaps a reflection on the need 
for a deeper mathematical understanding by 
intending workers. In this context, this book is a 
welcome addition to the few existing books in the field 
of mathematical ecology. 

The contents of the book are organized into 7 
chapters covering topics from sampling techniques to 
syst5ms analysis. Chapter 1 deals with sampling 
techniques used in marine biology. The topic is 
especially important because a well designed 
sampling methodology is as important as subsequent 
analysis of data. However, treatment of the topic has 
been sha!!qw in this chapter. 

In chapter 2, the author has attempted to describe 
the common statistics related to biornetrics. The 
standard equations presented are simple and easy to 
follow. Quantitative ecological techniques are 
described in chapter 3. Starting from quadrat size, the 
diverse techniques used in quantitative estimations 
under various situations have been described. A few 
topics (e.g. analysis of life table data, mortality) lack 
the detailed treatment they deserve. .. 

Chapter 4 describes the methods for community 
analyses, where procedures for detailed analyses are 
outlined with the aid of case studies. This chapter is 
divided into three sections dealing with types of data, - 
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