Rarelanding of devil ray,
Manta birostris, at Calicut
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J Y4 n pre y
weighing approximately 1400 kg,
was caught by a trawler at
Beypore at a depth of 80 m on
18.10.09. Thisray islocally caled
“kotiyad”. It was sold for Rs.
4800/-. 1t belongs to the family
Mobulidae. Taxonomi-cally it was
identified with the characterssuch
as large pectoral fins and whip-
like tails with a small dorsal fin. It has two horn-like fins on
their heads called as cephalic fins which are the extension of
pectoral fins. As they look like devil horns, the rays are
commonly called devil rays. Colour is dark greenish brown
superiorly, and white on ventral side. They feed on fish and
plankton and propel themselves by flapping the pectoral fins.
They are found in tropical and subtropical ocean waters in
the Atlantic, Pecific, and Indian oceans. International Union
for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) has categorized M.
birostris as “Near Threatened” species.

(Reported by: P.P. Manojkumar, Senior Scientist, Calicut RC of CMFRI)
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A rare landing of a devil ray, Manta birostris, at Calicut
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