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According to YONGE (1960) "an atoll raised to the surface in the midst of 
oceanic waters may be described as a large scale experiment in nature". Earlier 
studies have contributed to an understanding of primary production of atolls 
and coral reefs of the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans (SARGENT and AUSTIN, 
1949, 1954; ODUM and ODUM, 1955; KOHN and HELBRICH, 1957; ODUM, BURK- 
HOLDER and RIVERO, 1959 ; GORDON and KELLY, 1962). Comparable information 
on the atolls of the Indian Ocean has been completely lacking. Since GARDINER 
(1903-1906) published his classical work on the Maldive and Laccadive 
Archipelagoes, practically no knowledge has been added to the atolls of the 
Laccadives. 

The Laccadive Archipelago consists of a group of islands and banks in the 
Arabian Sea (Fig. 1). Excluding Minicoy, which is the southernmost, the 
remaining islands are located between Lat. 10" N and 12" N and Long. 71°40' E 
and 74" E. In  all, there are 20 islands, of which 10 are inhabited. Of the 
20 islands, a t  least 10 are atolls, each with a lagoon surrounded by a ring-shaped 
coral reef. 

A growing interest in research on the atolls of the Laccadives prompted some 
of the biologists of the National Institute of Oceanography (India) to undertake 
several expeditions lasting 1-2 weeks to some of these atolls. So far, most of 
the work related to productivity has been confined to Kavaratti Atoll. 








































