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the estimated numbers was about 8301763

during  this period. The total length ranged

from 85 - 180 mm and weight 10-78g. The

stomach of most individuals was full with

crabs, stolephorus and Squilla. The

occurrence of juveniles of groupers in large

numbers in the coastal shallow waters of

Needakara might be due to the promimity

to the freeding ground and their coastward

migration for feeding. The catch was sold

in local fish markets along with other trash

fishes.

Reported by: P.T.Mani, CMFRI, Cochin

Table-1. Landings of Epinephelus diacanthus juveniles at Neendakara Fisheries Harbour

by trawlers

Months Effort (AFH) Catch(t) CPH (kg) Estimated Nos

August 57979 74 1.28 588247

September 36851 18 0.49 0

October 55676 85 1.53 4173648

November 34510 64 1.85 1689887

December 19989 75 3.75 1849981

Total 205005 316 1.54 8301763

Introduction of “Ring Vala” (Ring seine)
along Kakinada Coast with a note on its impact

1165

Recently the innovative gear Ring seine

(Ring vala) is introduced in Kakinada for

pelagic fishing. It is made of silk yarn

having a total length of about 315-350 m

and breadth of about 34-40 m.

Craft

In the operation of this gear a single

motorized fibreglass teppa or beach

landing craft fitted with hp of 10 to 20 is

used. Mainly motorized craft only is

suitable for this gear because of net

operating time is very less between 15 and

20 minutes. Sometimes two motorized

crafts are also used, one is for net operation

and another, only for transportation of the

catch from fishing area to shore.

This Gear started operation from this year

along the coast of Pampodipeta, Kotha-

peta, Yelliahpeta, Dhaniahpeta, Narsipeta,
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A note on the exploitation of starfish Protoreaster Iincki
(Echinodermata: Asteroidea) in Tuticorin

1166

Protoreaster lincki, commonly called red

general star or red spined star is a beautiful,

decorative species, which is relatively

larger in size up to 30 cm, with five short

triangular arms having bright red or orange

reticulate pattern on the dorsal side.

of aquarium keepers because of its bold

shape and bright colours.

At Tuticorin, this species is being collected

and processed in huge quantities, mainly

for ornamental purpose and also for curios

along Kalavasal area. It is informed that

these are mainly collected by the skin

divers engaged in chank fishing during off-

season and sells at a cost of Rs.1 - 1.50/-

per piece depending on the size. After

collection, the specimens are washed

thoroughly in seawater to remove adhering

sand and other extraneous particle and sun

dried (Fig.1). Some traders are giving

formic acid treatment before drying to

avoid off odor, while storage and also to

retain the colour and beauty for long time.

The dried starfish is procured by the

vendors from Kanyakumari, Rames-

waram, Keezhakarai and Chennai at

Rs.2-3/- per piece. Per day an average of

200-300 pieces are being collected during

peak season and is considered as cheap but

Perumallapuram, Konapapapeta and

Uppada. Fishermen objected to the use of

this ring vala operation in the beginning

because of the great threat to shore-seine

catches and also surface gill net catches.

Prepared by: N Burayya, KRC of CMFRI,

Kakinada

Fig. 1. Drying of Protoreaster lincki

Distributed throughout the Indo-Pacific

region as a sand or sea grass bed dweller,

this species is never encountered in inter

tidal areas. It is considered as a voracious

scavenger, mainly feed on sponges, sea

anemones, soft corals etc. It is an enemy

of pearl oysters along the Gulf of Mannar

area. This species attracted the attention


