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First record of thresher shark, Alopiasvulpinus,

from Malabar coast with note on itsfishery and biology

Thresher sharksaredigtributed circumglobaly
intheAtlantic, Pacific, Mediterranean and
Indian Oceans. Thresher sharksincludethe
common thresher (Alopiaswvulpinus), bigeye
thresher (A. superciliosus), and pelagic
thresher (A. pelagicus), theformer being the
largest. They arepelagic, inhabiting mainly
oceanic waters but they wander closetothe
coast in search of food. Theyoung may be
found in shallow waters, whereasadultsare
common over the continental shelf. Unusua
landings of this shark by long liners were

noticed aong theMalabar coast in 2005. The
detailsof itsfishery and some observations
made on the biology are presented in this
account.

Gear

Thresher shark was caught by mechanised
longliners(OAL.: 58'). Theoperation wasat
adepth of 120-150m off Malabar coast. The
operationswere conducted by the migrated
fishermen from Thuthur in Kanyakumari
District, Tamilnadu who were temporarily
based at Azheeka in Kannur. Nearly 40
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Table1. Monthwisecatch (t) and effort (units) of Alopiasvulpinuslandedinlonglineat Azheeka

Month Effort Tota Total Elasmobranchs Sharks  Alopiasvulpinus
(U) cach Cach % Cach C/E(Kg) Catch % C/IE (kg)

Jan 80 54632 273 499 273 3407 0.0 00 0.0
Feb 75 74944 656 863 647 8624 163 252 2173
Mar 52 87421 620 69.7 610 11724 82 135 158.6
Apr 105 62533 511 806 504  480.0 4.9 98 46.9
May 119 92648 726 770 713  599.2 0.0 00 0.0
dn 21 41776 380 905 378 18000 00 00 0.0
N1 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 00 0.0
Auwg 41 58331 530 8.5 522 12728 0.0 00 0.0
Sep 40 51800 414 799 414 10350 0.0 00 0.0
Oct 80 96723 692 716 69.2 8653 0.0 00 0.0
Nov 45 52125 326 624 326 7233 0.0 00 0.0
Dec 23 3669 258 702 258 11203 21 81 904
Anmud 681 709.629 5385 752 5335 7834 316 59 463

mechanisedlong linersof 100-130H.P. were
operated. Eachlong line had 300-600 hooks.
Theboatsremainedintheseafor 15-20 days
depending upontheavailability of sharks The
fishing operation started in September and
extended upto themiddle of June.

Fishery

The occurrence of A. vulpinusin the long
line catch was first observed in February,
2005 and subsequently in March-April and
December 2005 at Azheekal. Total shark
landing by thelong lineat Azheekal during
January to December, 2005 was 534 t and
the catch of A. vulpinusfor thisperiod was
321 (6% of the shark landing). Thisspecies
contributed 25.2, 13.5, 9.8 and 8.1% of the

total shark catchesin February, March, April
and December respectively. Theannud effort
expanded by long lineswas 681 units. The
monthly C/E of A.vul pinusvaried between
217.3 kg in February and 46.9 kg in April
and theannual C/Ewas46.3kg (Table1).

Biological observations

Totd length of 104 specimenswasmeasured.
Thespecimenswereintherangeof 132-381
cm and the modal length was 280-319 cm.
Fishof length2to 5 meters(10to 16.5feet)
arecommonly observed inthefishery. The
Sizeat birthisreportedas114to 150cmTL.
Inthe present observation, themale: female
ratio was found to be 1:1.18. Cuttlefishes
were the main food items observed in the
stomach.
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Length-weight rdl ationshipwasstudied using
78 specimens, out of which 32 werefemales,
ranging from 242-278 cm (45-57 kg) intota
length and 46 were maesinthelengthrange
of 258-310cm (46-59kg). Asthedifferences
between regression coefficients of the
sexes were not significant at 5% level, a
common formula for both the sexes have
been calculated as Log W =
-3.9861+2.6921 Log L (r=0.9980).

The present account isthefirst report onthe
occurrence of thresher sharksfrom Mal abar
coadt and thisshark appearstobeapotentialy
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new resource in the off shore waters of
Malabar coast. Being an unconventional
resource, the shark did not command good
price and were sold at Rs. 30-40/ kg. Itis
quite probablethat thisspeciesmay command
better pricein future dueto demand for its
finsintheforeign markets. Good landings of
thisunexploited species can beexpectedin
futurewhenmidwater long liningisconducted
intheoffshorewaters.
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