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On a humpback dolphin, washed ashore at Seeniappa Durgah,
Gulf of Mannar

V. VENKATESAN AND N. RAMAMURTHY
Mandapam Regional Centre of CMFRI, Mandapam Camp

A dead dolphin was washed ashore at Seeniappa
 Durgah along the Gulf of Mannar coast on

22-10-2007. It was identified as humpback dolphin
Sousa chinensis (Osbeck) with the help of external

On a sarcoma observed in Epinephelus diacanthus

shaped and was situated inside the abdominal cavity.
The tumor measured 14.3 mm and weighed 2.448 g.
It was grayish black in colour and was tough/soft in
consistency. The tumor was connected to the body
by connective tissue. The nature of the atypical growth
could not be investigated.

A case of ecto-tumour was earlier reported from
Mumbai in Otolithes cuveri (MFIS-183).

We are grateful to Dr. V. D. Deshmukh and
Dr. Miriam Paul Sreeram for their constant
encouragement.

Table 1. Morphometric measurements (cm) of Sousa

chinensis (Osbeck) washed ashore at Seeniappa Durga.

Diameter of eye 2.5

Tip of snout to notch of caudal fluke 228

Tip of snout to origin of dorsal fin 100

Tip of snout to centre of eye 39.4

Tip of snout to blow hole 41

Tip of snout to origin of flipper 62.5

Tip of snout to centre of anus 162

Length of flipper along outer margin 36

Length of flipper along inner margin 25

Length of dorsal fin along outer margin 41.5

Length of dorsal fin along inner margin 12.3

characters especially the number of teeth. The
specimen was a female of 228 cm in length and
100 kg in weight having deep cut at the ventral region
which might have been caused by a boat propeller.
The morphometric measurements of the humpback
dolphin is given in Table 1. From local fishermen, it
was understood that one more dolphin of same size
belonging to same species was washed ashore
fourteen days before.

Height of dorsal fin 18.7

Width at anal region 35.4

Depth at origin of flipper 42

Depth at origin of dorsal fin 70

Depth at origin of eye 13.8

Length of upper jaw 32

Length of lower jaw 31

Fork length from tip to tip 54.9

Record of complete albinism in marine catfish, Osteogeneiosus militaris
(Linnaeus, 1758), landed at Mumbai

B. B. CHAVAN, SUJIT SUNDARAM, A. D. SAWANT AND THAKUR DAS
Mumbai Research Centre of CMFRI, Mumbai

Albinism is due to one of several gene mutations
that affect the normal pigmentation. There are

various degrees of albinism. True albino or
amelanistic animals lack melanin and are white with
unpigmented pink eyes. The term ‘Albinism’ is

generally used to denote absence of pigmentation,
which is only nature’s freak (Jones and Pantalu, 1952)
and not necessarily a hereditary trait (Martin, 1963).

One such case of albinism was observed in a
marine catfish landed at Versova landing centre on


