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On a minke whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata caught at 
Pudupattinam near Thondi along Palk Bay 

The minke whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata is 
widely distributed in world oceans. Most of the 
records on the whales along Indian coast are on 
their strandings only. The present report is on a 
female minke whale caught in a fishing net at 
Pudupattinam, near Thondi along Palk Bay coast 
of Tamil Nadu. 

The whale was accidently entrapped at a depth 

of 10 metres in katta valai about a distance of 7 
km from shore and brought to the shore by a 
mechanised boat on 23-8-2000. The caudal pe­
duncle caught entangled in the fishing net and 
injured. The total length of the whale was 9.4 
metres and weighed approximately 3 tonnes. The 
morphometric measurements of the whale are 
given in Table 1. 

Table 1. The morphometric measurements (cms) of the minke whale. 

Total length (tip of snout to tip of caudal fin) 940 
Length from tip of snout to notch of caudal flukes 880 
Length from tip of snout to blowhole 390 
Length from tip of snout to origin of eye 160 
Length from tip of snout to origin of dorsal fin 580 
Length from tip of snout to origin of genital opening 509 
Length of flipper in the outer curvature 130 
Length of flipper in the inner curvature 75 
Greatest width of flipper 25 
Length of dorsal fin in the outer curvature 53 
Length of dorsal fin in the inner curvature 27 
Greatest width of dorsal fin 26 

Reported by: C. Kasinathan, Mandapam Regional Centre of CMFRI, Mandapam Camp. 

Depth of body in the flipper 

Depth of body In the genital 

Depth of body In the region 
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peduncle region 

Length of baleen plate 

Length of blowhole 

Length of upper jaw 

Length of lower jaw 

Number of throat grooves 

Approximate weight 
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of eye 

200 

135 
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50 

144 

5.5 

157 

182 

50 

3 tonnes 
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Accidental catches of dolphins in Kanyakumari coast from 
1995 to 2000 

Dolphins frequently enter the coastal waters mainly 
for feeding or breeding and often get entangled in fishing 
gears such a gill nets, trawl nets and purse seines. Our 
information regarding dolphins are restricted mainly to 
the reports on the accidental catch and occasional 
strandings from different parts of the coast. Accidental 
catch of 4 dolphins along Kanyakumari coast during 
1995-2000 is given. 

Instances of accidental entanglings of dolphins by 
gilnets, hooks and lines and trawlers, occasional strand­
ing along both west and east coasts during 1995 to 2000 

Fig. l . Bottle-nose dolphin washed ashore at 
Kanyakumari on 23.02.99 
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are listed in Table 1. The major threat to dolphins species identity and mortalities go unreported. A 
at present is the gUl nets. Since very often fisher- field identification key for dolphins of Indian coast 
men discard the dolphins back into the sea, their is given in Table 2 along with the conservation mea; 

Table 1. List of reported accidental catches of different species of dolphins along the coast of India from 1995 to 2000 
SI. Date of 
No. capture 
1. 16-2-94 

2. 15-9-94 
15-9-95 
& 
9-1-95 

3. 14-9-95 

4. 11-11-95 

5. 20-3-97 

6. -

7. 7-7-97 
8. 14-10-97 

9. 18-10-97 
10. 15-11-97 

11.5-9-98 

12. 31-8-98 

13. 18-1-99 

14. 23-2-99 

15.28-6-99 

16.30-6-99 

17.21-9-998 

Place 

Tutlcorin 

Mandapam 
and nearby 
places 
(Ramnad Dist) 
Ullal 
(Mangalore) 
Digha 
(West Bengal) 
Janjira Murud 
(Maharastra) 
Dummlapeta 
(Andrapradesh) 
Kakkinada 
Balaramapuram 
(Andrapradesh) 

Veraval 
Janiira Murud 
(Maharastra) 
Kovalam 
(Vizhlnjam) 
Vizhinjam 

Rameswaram 

Kanyakumari 

Vellapathy 
(Tutlcoiln) 

Beemapally 
(Vizhlnjam) 

[ Vaipar 
30-9-2000 fTuticorln) 

18. 23-4-2000 Karapad 
(Tuticorln) 

19.24-4-2000 Karapad 

2 0 . -
(Tutlcorin) 
Seema bunder 
Gujarat 

2l!l7-12-l995Kovalam(K}q 
22. 12-03-1997Melamanakudi 
23. 23-ll-2000UsaravaUal (KK) 

Name of the 
species 
Sousachinensis 
with foetus 
(3 dolphins) 
1. Sousachinensis 
2. Tursiops truncatus aduncus 
3. Species not known 
Neophocxiena phocaenoides 

Tlxrsibps truncatus aduncus 

De^hinusdelphis 

Delphinus delphis 

TliTsiops truncatus aduncus 
Delphinus delphis 
Mass stranding of 9 dolphins 
7 released back in to the sea 
Sousachinensis 
Delphinus delphis 

Tursiops tnincatus aduncus 

Risso's dolphin 
Gmmpus griseus 
Neophocaena {^wcaenoides 

Tiirsiops truncatus aduncus 

Sousachinensis 

StetwUa loi\gimstris 
Decomposed 
(Mass stranding of 42) 
Risso's dolphin 
Grampus griseus 

Steneltalongirostris 
Stenelkilmigimstris 
Species not identified, came to 
the shore & released back into 
the sea 
TUrsiops truncatus aduncus 

Neophocaerm phocaemMes 

Stenellabngirostris 
Thrsiops truncatus aduncus 
TUrsiops truncatus aduncus 

Nos. 

1 

1 
1 
1 
1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

9 

1 
1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

28 

9 
5 

3 

1 
1 
2 

1 

1 

1 
1 
1 

Length 
(in cm) 
223.5 

(250 mm) 

255 
221 
— 
93 

265 

305 

216 
209 
245 

220 
222 
201 
250 

250 

250 

144 

212 

98-227 

180-238 
• ~ ~ 

130 
132 
138 
110 
138 
— 

262 

88.5 

170.5 
262 

127.8 

Weight 
(kg) 
80 

240 g 

200 
125 
— 
— 

80 

250 

200 
180 
— 

— 
— 
— 
— 

150 

150 

40 

120 

20-146 
VoungonesS 
75-185 

"T~ 

— 

..— 
20 
30 
— 

175 

14 

75 
160 
28 

Sex 

F 

F 
M 
— 
— 

— 

— 

F 
F 
F 

M 
F 
— 
— 

M 

M 

F 

F 

F19,M6 

F5,M4 

" 

— 

_ 
M 
M 
— 

M 

M 

F 
F 
— 

Gear 

GIU Net 

Washed 
ashore 

Washed 
ashore 
Washed 
ashore 
Gill net 

Gill net 

Gill net 

Shore 
seine 
Gill net 
Washed 
ashore 
Shore 
seine 
Shore 
seine 
Washed 
ashore 
Washed 
ashore 

i Dynamite 
fishing 

~^' 

Shore 
seine 
Gill net 
Gill net 
— 

Came to 
the shore 
Dolnet 

Gill net 
Gill net 
Washed 
ashore 
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Table 2. Field identification key for dolphins of Indian coast 
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SI. 
No. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Name of 
the species 

TuTSiops 
truncatus 
aduncus. 
(Bottle-
nose 
Delphinus 
delphis 
(Common 
dolphin) 
Sousa 
chinensis 
(Hump-back 
dolphin) 

Stenella 
longirostris 
(spinner 
dolphin) 

Neophocaena 
phocaenoides 

Number of 
teeth on one 
side of the jaw 
24-28 
usually 25, 
lower jaw 
somewhat 
larger 
62-65 small 
pointed 
conical teeth 
usually 61 . 
34-37 
conical teeth 

44-51 
slightly 
curved 
inwards 

15-19 

Colour 

Dark grey 
brown on 
back, light 
grey on 
belly 

Dark blue 

Uniformly 
grey 

Tip of the 
snout 
distilnctly 
grey black 
"dark grey in 
colour 

Black 

Maximum 
size (m) 

3.7-4 m 
in length 

2.5 

2.8 to 3.2 

2.5 

Distinct 
characters 

Well defined 
snout, snout 
with bulbous 
forehead. Dorsal 
fin broad at base. 
Narrow beak 
dorsal fm tapers 
back with a 
concave margin. 
Beak long 
characterized by 
hump on its 
back. 

Body slender 
belly white 

No dorsal fin 
forehead 
rounded 

Remarks 

Largest of all dolphins 
trained In oceanarla. 
Life span 25 
years, 14% of 
dolphin landing 
It can be easily trained 
and kept In Oceanaria 
37% of the total 
catch of dolphin. 
Kept in Oceanaria, 
enter river mouth, 
estuaries and 
backwaters. 5% of the 
total dolphin catch. 
Off-shore forms. Occur 
In groups, come to 
coastal waters for food. 
Indicator species 
for tuna. 44% of 
the total dolphin catch. 

Known as black 
porpoises or finless 
porpoises acend to river 
and estuaries, abundant 
in Bombay coast. 

sures to be taken up. On 17-12-1995 a dolphin 
was caught in a gill net operated off Kovalam, near 
Kanyakumari which was brought to Kovalam land­
ing centre next day morning. It was identified as a 
female spinner dolphin, Stenella longirostiris (Gray). 
It measured 170.5 cm in total length and weighed 
about 75 kg. The dolphin was transported to Kerala 
along with other fishes for consutnption. On 12-
03-1997, a female bottle-nose 
dolphin Tursiops truncates 
aduncus of 262 cm in total length 
and weight of about 160 kg was 
accidentally caught in a gill net 
operated off Mela Manakudy, one 
of the major gill net operating 
centres In Kanyakumari dlstrkl. 
A third dolphin was washed 
ashore at Kanyakumari on 23-
02-1999 with a head Injury. It 
was a female of 212 cm in total 

Fig.2. Young bottle-nose dolphin washed ashore at 
Usaravllai, near Mela Manakudl on 23.11.2000 

length, weighing about 120 kg and had 24 teeth 
on bne side of lower Jaw (Fig. 1) and identified as 
bottle nose dolphin. TTie presence of blood on the 
body and Injury on the head near upper jaw sug­
gested that the animal might have met with an 
accident such as hitting against a trawler boat. 
This specimen was preserved in the Govt museum, 
Kanyakumari. On 23-11-2000 morning a young 

live bottle-nose dolphin measur­
ing 127.8 cm and weighing about 
28 kg. (Fig.2) was washed ashore 
at Usaravillai village, situated be­
tween Mela Manakudy and 
Pallam landing centres. The 
specimen was dark grey above 
and grayish below. Only 15 teeth 
were present on one side of both 
jaws and the rest of the teeth 
were in developing stages embed­
ded in sockets in the jaw. 



The major threat to dolphin is the increasing 
number of gill nets in operation in Kanyakumari 
coast. There are about 16,832 gill nets in K.K. 
Dist. The development of transparent nylon nets 
has increased the mortality of dolphins in gill nets. 
Accidental deaths of dolphins in gill nets are more 
frequent than with other gears. Dolphins are 
sometimes caught in trawl net or shrimp trawler. 
Baby dolphins move slower than adults and are 
easily caught in the propellers of the trawlers. Most 
of the young dolphins were taken away by the 
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fishermen for consumption and older dolphin meat 
is used as bait for shark iishing. 

It is necessary to accord endangered status and 
adopt necessary conservation measures for dol­
phins. Awareness among fishermen through ex­
tension services for creating sympathy for the dol­
phins and releasing them back will help in saving 
the dolphins from extinction. 

Prepared by: S. KrishnapUlai, V.R.C. of CMFRI, 
Vizhinjam. 
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Several species of low volume, high value 
prawns are of great fishery potential throughout 
the world and hence they play vital role in the 
economics of those countries through the domes­
tic and export t rade. Although the decapod 
penaeids with their rich biodiversity are widely 
subjected to research and vividly described in 
var ious l i t e r a t u r e s , t he s u p e r family 
Palaemonidae remains at the back and have not 
received due attention in India inspite of their 
academic and economic impoitance. Moreover all 
available literature on this group are highly scat­
tered. The palaemonid prawns form an impor­
tant source for capture and culture fisheries in 
the inland waters. The prawns under the sub­
family Palaenominae are inhabitants of inland 
waters with potential for aquaculture, whereas 

the members of the subfamily Pontominae are 
exclusively marine and they being brilliantly 
coloured, are potentially valuable as ornamental 
candidates for marine aquaria. Since majority of 
the members of palaemonidae are valuable com­
ponents in the economics of Asia, America and 
Europe, informations on their taxonomy, distri­
bution and biology are important prerequisites 
for management in capture as well as culture 
subsectors. 

The present book under review 'Palaemonid 
Prawns', dealing with their biodiversity, taxonomy, 
biology and management by Dr. K. V. Jayachandran, 
an associate professor of fishery biology. Fisheries 
College, Kerala Agricultural University, Panangad, 
Kerala, is an outcome of sustained and dedicated 
efforts over the years. Most of the information on 
taxonomy, distribution and biology are culled out 
from highly scattered world literatures on this group. 

This book, spread over 624 pages, unravelled 
many diverse scientific t ru ths pertaining to 
palaemonid prawns of ecological and economic im­
portance from the entire range of distribution. In 
the words of the author TTie major aims of the book 
are to encourage communication among scientists 
exploring difiierent areas of related research work, 
to bring the important upto date scientific advance­
ment on the subject... and to solve many unsettled 

11 


