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A young female sperm whale, Physeter mac-
rocephalus, stranded live, at Agnitheertham
seashore, Rameswaram on 20-01-2006. The
forest officials with the help of fishermen res-
cued the animal by taking it to deeper wa-
ters. But the animal again stranded live on the
next day near Port Trust office, Rameswaram.
Again measures were taken to rescue by push-
ing it to deeper waters. But on 23-01-2006
evening the animal washed ashore dead. The
total length of body was 3.3m and circumfer-
ence was 1.82m.

On 17-07-2006, a blue whale, Balaenoptera
musculus, got stranded at Kundhukal, near
Pamban, along Gulf of Mannar. It was a male

specimen and measured about 20m in length.

On 4th August 2006 a whale belonging to the
Genus Balaenoptera was found washed
ashore at Hare Island, along Gulf of Mannar.
The animal could not be identified up to spe-
cies level because of the highly decomposed
condition of the body.

On 8th August  2006 another baleen whale
of 12 m total length and weighing 9 tonnes
was washed ashore in decayed condition at
Kundhukal seashore, along Gulf of Mannar.

Reported by : Afsal V.V., M. Rajagopalan,
Mandapam Regional Centre of CMFRI,
Mandapam.

A male seacow, Dugong dugon of 240 cm
in total length and weighing 350 kg. was
stranded dead on 20-03-2006 at Kundhukal
seashore, along Gulf of Mannar.

Another dugong was found washed ashore

Report on dugong strandings along Gulf of Mannar1228

at south seashore of Vedalai, along Gulf of
Mannar on 17-06-2006.

Reported by : Afsal V.V., M. Rajagopalan,
Mandapam Regional Centre of CMFRI,
Mandapam.

On 21.12.06, a huge catch of (4,200 kg.)
Arius dussumieri was landed by a Karli dol
netter from a single haul  from a depth of 24-
26 m at a distance of 40-50 km towards
Gujarat. Karli dol is a fixed floating bag net,
which is used by artisanal fishermen at Bassein

Unusual landings of Arius dussumieri by
Karli dol net at Basien Koliwada

1229

Koliwada for catching pomfrets. The opera-

tion of this net is restricted to a depth of about

24-36 m.

The fishermen had actually set out for pomfret

fishing and the catfish catch was unexpected.
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Silver conger eel Muraenesox cinereus is

locally called as "Vilangu meen" and kadal

bamboo and its air bladder is called as "netti".

M. cinereus is the only species of

Muraenesocidae family, observed in the

landings at Chennai Fisheries Harbour.

M.cinereus are mainly landed by multiday

trawlers. The species is available throughout

the year. The multiday trawlers are operated

at 40-60 m depth off 80-100 km northeast

off Chennai. Occasionally the eel is caught

by hooks & line and mechanized gill nets.

Month-wise analysis of M. cinereus catch for

the period 2002-2006 revealed seasonal

fluctuations in the landings. The catch was high

during June-October with peak in June. The

estimated annual catch of M. cinereus was

53.0 t, 40.9 t, 27.0 t, 20.2 t, and 27.0 t. during

2002-2006 respectively.

The local agents purchase the eels, cut open

the viscera and remove the air-bladder without

any damage. The air-bladder is sold for Rs.

10-60/- depending upon the size.

The air bladders (Fig. 1) are washed in fresh

water and dried by hanging them over a rope

in a room for one week. After drying, the air

bladders are sold for Rs. 2000-4000/- per

Export of silver conger eel's air bladder from Chennai1230

Fig. 1. Air bladder of eel

Each fish weighed about 5 to 5.5 kg and the

total number landed was 920. Length meas-

urements were taken for 30 specimens and

the size ranged between 583-838 mm. The

maximum number of specimens belonged to
the size range 700-799 mm.

Reported by : Umesh Rane and Sujit
Sundaram, Mumbai RC of CMFRI, Mumbai

kg. to the traders.

Of late the air bladders of eels are also

exported along with skin, fins, gill rakers,

bones and teeth of elasmobranchs. The air

bladders are exported to Singapore and

HongKong, and used in the manufacture of

soup and medicine.

Prepared by : S. Rajapackiam, S. Mohan,

S.K. Balakumar and P. Poovannan, M.R.C.

of C.M.F.R.I, Chennai


