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SEAWEED RESOURCES OFF TAMIL NADU COAST: KATTAPADU-TIRUCHENDUR* 

Introduction 

The southern coast of Tamil Nadu from Mandapam 
to Kanyakumari supports luxuriant growth of econo
mically important seaweeds and the total standing crop 
was estimated at 22,000 tonnes (wet). All the seaweed 
based industries in India mostly depend on the raw 
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Fig. 1. Location of transects and stations surveyed. NT-
Northern Transect; TO-O Transect; ST-Southern Tran
sect. 

• Prepared by V.S.K. Chennubhotla, CMFRI, Cochin; N. Kalia-
perumal, S. Kalimuthu, J.R. Ramalingam and S. Krishna Filial, 
Regional Centre of CMFRI, Mandapam; K. Subbaratnaiah, 
K. Rama Rao and P.V. Subba Rao, CSMCRI - Marine Algal 
Research Station, Mandapam. 

material available from this area. The seaweeds exploi
ted from this region, particularly the agarophytes Geli-
diella acerosa and Gracilaria edulis are insuiBcient to 
meet the raw material requirement of the industries. 

Surveys of seaweed resources have been carried 
out by several workers from time to time in different 
regions of India to locate the seaweed growing areas 
and to assess the standing crop. While reviewing the 
seaweed resources estimates carried out from time to 
time by the CSMCRI, Rama Rao (Proc. Sent. Expln. 
Sun, Sea & Shore. Retrospect & Prospect, CSMCRI: 
71-81, 1984) emphasizes the need for further systematic 
sampling surveys on the Indian coast. The total resource 
estimates for Gujarat, Maharashtra, Goa, Lakshadweep, 
Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh and Orissa have been 
put at 77,000 tonnes (wet) and for some of the economic 

Fig. 2. Percentage composition of green, brown and red algae. 
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Fig. 3. Colicctiot •gress. 

Salt & Marine Chemicals Research Institute have 
jointly undertaken the survey of seaweed resources from 
Kilakkarai to 1 < ' jinarj. The results obtained on 
the surFey coji.'< *roni Kattapadu to Tiriichenciur 
during Dacernk - ' . :.oM'ardi. 1987 are presented here. 
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Rg. 4. Preparing hcrbajium of seaweeds. 

seaweeds such as Sargassum spp.., Turhinaria spp., Gel'uli-
eUaacerosa, Gracilariii <pp. and Hypnea spp. are 31,200, 
700, 1,{)0(). 3,0(}{) and 16,000 t.onne.3 rc.ipectively. 
All these surveys have bcsn resfricted to nearsliore 
areas of the coast (4ni depth). Only very few attempts 
were made on the qualitative survey of seaweeds oc
curring beyond this depth range. In order to loam 
and assess the standing crop of seaweeds from these 
depths (5.5''-17m) in Gulf of .Mannar region, Central 
Marine Fisherie.? Research Institute and Central 
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