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realised, and in the present decade, though the 
catches are good, the CPUE is found to be on a 
steep decline. Moreover, at present, there is hardly 
any diversity in the species composition, and the 
catches are comprised al­
most s ingular ly of P. 
polyphagus, with very rare 
occurrence of P. homarus 
(one in thousand or less). 

Incidentally, during rou­
tine field observations on 
7th April, 1998, a painted 
spiny lobster. P versicolour 
was observed in the trawl 
landings at Bhidia fish 
landing centre of Veraval 
along with large quantities 
of juvenile and subadult P. 
polyphagus. Enquiry re­
vealed that the catch had been obtained from the 
coastal waters of Muldwaraka and Bhamlej. 

The specimen was a male, of 74mm carapace 
length and 370g. weight. The carapace was of a 
brickbrown - blue shade, with a distinctive pat­
tern of blue- black patches and white lines, and a 
transverse white band across each abdominal seg­
ment. The carapace was covered with spines of 
varying sizes. The bases of the spines were black 
and tips whitish. The legs and antennules were 

PanuUrus versicolor 

longitudinally striped. The antennule bases were 
bright pink and did not extend on to the anten-
nular peduncle. Two pairs of unequal, separated 
principal spines were seen on the bases of the 

antennular plates. The ab­
dominal segments lacked 
transverse grooves. 

P. versicolor is known to 
inhabit shallow waters (0-
15m depth), coral reefs, sea 
weed edges of reef plateau, 
in clear waters or surf ar­
eas with strong flow. It is 
nocturnal, gregarious and 
hides in deep holes and 
crevices in rocks in day 
time. Usually caught in 
traps and is rarely encoun­
tered in trawling grounds. It 

has been reported earlier from fishing grounds 
along the western peninsula of Pakistan and the 
reefs of the Gulf of Kutch. 

The live specimen obtained was transported to 
the wet laboratory of the Research Centre and 
maintained in a 1 t sea water pool for further ob­
servations. 

Reported by: Joe K. Kizhakudan, Veraval Regional 
Centre of CMFRI., Veraval 

994 A rare landing of a large sawfish at Thikkodi, Calicut 

Sawfishes belonging to the family Rajidae usu­

ally occur in deeper waters beyond 80m depth. 

They are irregularly distributed along the Indian 

coast. The fishery for this species is not fully 

established. In India they are generally caught 

in hook & line from a depth of 80 to 150m. 

On 27-07-2000 a large male saw fish Pristis 

niicrodon. locally known as "Makarasravu" landed 

at Thikkodi, about 30km north of Calicut. The saw­

fish was accidentally caught in a bottom set gillnet, 

"Thirandivala" off Thikkodi 2 km from the shore at 

12m depth. The sawfish had 20 pairs of rostral 

teeth. The colour was uniformly olive green above 

and creamy white below. The stomach was empty. 

The specimen measured 592cm in length and 

weighed 1200, was transported to Thallassery, 
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Table-1 Morphometrlc measurements of 

the sawfish in c m 

The sawfish (Pristis rrucrodori] landed at Thlkkodl, Calicut 

which is one of the wholesale market for sharks 

and shark related product in Malabar area. The 

shark had oil content of 75kg. The fins were sold 

for Rs.3000/- The meat weighing 590kg was sold 

at the wholesale rate of Rs.40/- per kg. The total 

amount realised including the sale of oil was 

Rs.28,000. 

Rare landing of a 705 cm long female specimen 

was recorded in 1988 at Madras (Mar.Infor.Serv., 

T&E Ser., 98:13). Another specimen of 540 cm was 

landed at Contai (West Bengal) in 1992 (Mar. Fish. 

Infor.Serv., T&E., Ser., 135:16). Similarly a 363 cm 

long sawfish was landed at Kanyakumari in 1996 

(Mar. Fish.Infor. Ser., T&E Ser., 161:913. 

The morphometric measurements are given in 

Table-1 

Total length 

Standard length 

Disc length 

Width of the mouth from angle to angle 

Horizontal diameter of the orbit 

Vertical height of first dorsal fin 

Vertical height of second dorsal fin 

Length of first dorsal fin 

Length of second dorsal fin 

First dorsal base 

Second dorsal base 

Interdorsal base 

Length of caudal fin along the 
upper margin 

Snout to anterior end of orbit 

Snout to first dorsal fin origin 

Snout to second dorsal firm origin 

Snout to pectoral fin origin 

Snout to pelvic fin origin 

Total weight 

592 

486 

295 

37 

7 

52 

47 

69 

58 

54 

41 

70 

94 

129 

332 

451 

214 

368 

1200 kg 

Prepared by: P.P. Manojkumar, A.K.V. Naser and 
K. Chandran, Calicut Research Centre of CMFRI, 
Calicut 

995 Note on a bramble shark landed at Calicut 

Bramble s h a r k s belong to the family 
Echinorhinidae. Two species of bramble sharks, 
Echinorhinus brucus (Bonnaterre, 1788) and E. 
cookie (Pitschman, 1928) are known to occur in 
the Indian seas. They are generally found at a 
depth of 450-900 m and rarely seen in shallow 
waters. Bramble sharks have discontinuous dis­
tribution on shelves and slopes of cold-temperate 

and tropical waters. 
A male bramble shark, E. brucus q/'length 144 

cm, weighing 18.5 kg. was caught by a deep-sea 
trawler operated at a depth of 150 m off Ponnani 
and landed at Beypore Harbour on 12-1-2002. 
(Fig 1). The specimen had no anal fin and dorsal 
fins without any spines. The body and fins were 
with buckle like dermal denticles varying from 


