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850 On the unusual landings of lobster, 
Panulirus polyphagus at Borli 
Mandla, Raigad District, 
Maharashtra 

The fishery for lobsters locally called shevandi con
fined to the Borli Mandla centre, 26 km north of Janji-
ramurud Is usually caught during August-March 
every year. The present report pertains to the unusual 
fishery of the lobster, Panulirus polyphagus landed at 
this centre during 4th to 13th August, 1997. On 
4-8-'97 and 5-8-'97 very high catch of 20-35 kg per 
unit could be observed but reduced to 10-15 kg on sub
sequent days with increase in the number of unit 
operations. 

Both artisanal and mechanised craft fitted Avith 
inboard engine were engaged for the fishery employing 
the bottom set gill net made of monofilament nylon 
yam and locally called as shevandijal or disco vavertjal 
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with mesh size of 30-45 mm. Each boat carry about 
8-10 nets for fishing operations 3-4 km off the shore at 
a depth of about 10 m. 

Previous observations on the lobster fishery at this 
centre during the years 1989-'90 and 1994-'96 
revealed that the catch per unit effort were 2.4, 2.0, 
2.2, 1.8 and 24.5 kg respectively whereas the average 
CPUE noted during the present period was 12.5. 

It has been noted that a predominant share of lob
ster catch comprising about 70 % landed during 1995 
was not marjketable as they were Juveniles weighing 
less than 50 g. The average weight of the lobsters 
caught during the present fishery was 750 g and 
fetched Rs. 375-380 per kg. 

Reported by D.Q. Jadhav and Ramesh, B. Rao, Janjira 
Murud Field Centre of CMFRI, Janjira murud - 402 401. 
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