UNDERWATER ECOLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS IN THE GULF OF
) MANNAR, OFF TUTICORIN %
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II. THE OCCURRENCE OF THE SYNAPTID CHONDROCLOEA ALONG wlﬂ{
THE MASSIVE SPONGE, PETROSIA :

*  1In this paper an interesting instance of association between a sponge lnd a
synaptid, which was observed during the course of our underwater dives with SCUBA
is recorded. The rocky patches of the sea bottom off Tuticorin exhibited certain
sharacteristic fauna depending on the depth and locality. For instance, the shore-
ward rocky floor in the 10-13 metre range was characterized by, amongst ‘other
things, the small and medium sized sponges firmly attached to the substratum and
as conspicuous by the absence of the massive sponge of the genus Pefrosia: The
shore rocky area between 10 and 22 metres showed, in addition to other sponggs,

¢ prolific growih of Petrosia spp., especially in betwgcn Lat. 8°43" N-8°50'N and
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NOTES 1

on Petrosia testudinaria and not on any other sessile animals or sponges aloﬁ'g’ the
bottom to a stretch of nearly 600 sq. km. up to a depth of 23 metres. The incidence
of occurrence of this synaptid was noticed greatest in the area at depths 17-22 m.
and has not been noticed on Petrosia occurring in less deep waters. More than one
synaptid of the said species was often found over the same sponge. There were
many Petrosia in the area which did not have this synaptid also,

_ 1
It is difficult to think of any other reason as to why Petrosia should be prJ’crred :
as a host except that the hard sponge body may serve as a firm attachment for the

synaptid,
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Thanks are due to Dr. F. B. Salvadori for the photograph of the synapfid on
sponge. To Mr. D, B. James, Research Scholar, we are grateful for the identification
of the synaptid. . .

Ceniral Marine Fisheries Research Unit, K. NAGAPPAN NA?M!,
Turicorin. 8. MAHADEVAN.
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