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The suthars coflected @ mackerel turva measuring 2.98 man in total teapth
oo sutace plankim www (resh size of pet (033 mm) at 05.30 hours on
22-3-1973 from the 10 - fathom rone ofl Madras. As two species of mackerel,
. kanapurea and 8. fawehai ocour along this region (Gnanamuttu, 1971}, spe-
cific identification of the larva s dithentt. However, a description and a photo-
graph (Fig, 1) of the larva are given herse to facilitate identification.

Fioo B Phowograph of o 8928 man (Tetal leagth) mwickerel Tarva from Madrag

tThe tip of the cuedad ooy ool incioded o the photograph),

Measurements: Fotad fongth 2,98 mum; {engih of head 0.78 mm; height
of head 4.8 mm; body depth 076 mm and 0.62 mm at stomach and vent res-
pectively,  Byes woell pigmoentid, dimmeter 0033 mumg farval pectoral fin 0.29
mim 0 length

The farva has 3 myvosepia of which 6 ov 7 are preanal. The myosepta
are obligue without any sgeegging.  Fhe notochord 6 straight. The masilla,
mandibles, purasphenoid, hyokd arch and opercles appear ossificd.  One or 1wo
tecih sre prosent an the mandible and wpper jaw on cach side.  Melanophores
are. conspiceousty seen o the ventral side and their disposition resembiles the
general patternt of pigmaentation desertbed for Rastrelliger larvae by Matsul
(1963).  Iu the abdominal region three distinet pigment spots are present apart
from the pigmentation on the walls of the peritoneal cavity,  One of these is
sitpated olong the ventro-median line of the stomach and one cach on the an-
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terior and posterior sides of the vent. From the 12th to the 24th myosepta
the melanophores are placed one each along the ventro-median line and a single
one in the larval candal fin. No distinct pigments are seen on the head region
at this stage. '

A few differences are noticeable in the morphomeiric measurements of
the present material from that given by Peter (1967). According to him, the
head Iength of the larva measuring 2,7 mm in total length is 1.4 mm, whereas
in our specimen of 2.98 mm (TL.} the head length is 0.78 mm,

Gnanamuttu and Girijavallabhan (MS) have observed February to May
as the peak spawning season for R. kanagurta and R. faughni along the
Madras coast. Incidentally, the occurrence of oozing males and females of
mackerel during this period in the commercial catches is of added interest.

We are thankful to Dr, E. G. Silas for confirming ovr identification of the
larva.
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