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ABSTRACT -

The occurrence of Nemipterus delagoae Smith is reported here for the first

time from the Indian seas based on one specimen 231 mm totsl length, collected
from 40-m depth at 9°35'N 76°05E along the southwest coast of India, The species

is ducn‘bed and illustrated.

~ Threadfin breams, of the genus Nemipterus Swainson , constitute an im-
portant group of commercial fishes in India. Of the twenty species of this genus
recorded from the Indo-Austraian Archipelago (Weber and de Beaufort 1936)
only five are reported from the Indian seas by Day (1878) under genus Synagris
(Klein) Gunther, as S, strictus (= Nemipterus siriatus), S. tolu (™ N. tolu),
S, bleekeri, S. notatus (= N. hexodon) and S. japonicus (= N. japonicus).
During the exploratory trawling surveys off the southwest coast of India carried
out by M,V. Meena Udpadak, the authors came across a single specimen of
Nemipterus delagone Smith the occurrence of which has not hitherto been re-
ported from the Indian seas, :

The known distribution of this species is along the east coast of South
Africa from Delagoa Bay to Beira. The present collection from the southwest
coast of India is of particular interest as it extends its known distribution further
to the Ceatral Indian Ocean. This being a new distributional record from the
Indian seas, a description .of the specimen with an llustration is given below.
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NEMMERU.! fnﬂmamg - SMITH

: ) 1961 Fi:hes of Sowhem Africa, p 257
ol 21, '6g. 672 'i’rpe foeality Delagoa Bay). . '
Material: - One ‘male; 931-mm” fotél -length (weight 160'gm)  from 93N

TG'WE ttwladoutfmmndnpthot‘ 40 m during an exploratory fishing cruise of
' Gev&mm:nt of India. Deep-Ses;Fishing Vesml Meena Udpadal: on 18-12-

Body clongate with. fairly large scalcs which |
erate; with rows of ‘small conical teeth, a few: nmd]l canines in front; palate
edentulous; preopercle flanige naked; three pows of scales on the cheek; lower
limb of the outer gilarch' has 7 knobular gill rakers while upper imb has 5;
pectoral short; outer yay: ﬁpﬁﬁOﬁnﬂanaated and almost remhing first anal
ray; caudal deeply forked. -

Ca!éw “The. colouration i u, amc In fresh condition “thié ‘upper half of
the ‘body is pluk to rose coloured ‘becoming silvery at sides and beneath, Four
yellow longitudinal bands m prcsent below the lateral line, but above the upper
pert of the pectoral. Snompvlukiahmﬂz a golden patch below, Auxlﬂa.ty scales
of ‘peivic yello#mh " Anal i with four broader greenish-yellow bands and the
fin meinbrane is light blue, tlngad with yellow. On preservation in- forméim the
~unalfin elouration and the faﬁwﬁonglt&dinal bands in’ body faded gradually
with e Bggloston (1972) dfew “lttention to the impoﬂﬁhce of the calour
patt_grn in: identifying the threaddfin: breams, indicating that evei, juveml; ﬁsh of
- long bear the characurlsﬁc cofour pattern of the respoctive spegies,

DmrMm DelagoaBaytoBmﬂomgtheEastcoastofSouthA&waNow
rmdnd&omadepthotwma{mthewestmastofmdm o

O The present speclmen agrees well with the descnptton of N delagoae
Smith, The important characters of N. delagoge distinguishing it from the other
“knows. species of the Indian. ‘waters are worth mentioning here. Of the five
ed ﬁ'om Indim ‘waters, four, viz, N. striatus, N. tolu, N. notabis.
~can b easily distinguished by the absence of filamentons
charactw, it shares with N, bleekeri. However, it i«
7t in not having - conspicuous pinkish spot on the opercle,. uid .
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having four greenish-yellow bands in the anal fin in the fresh condition. The
pectoral fins are also relatively shortee, white in N. bleekeri they are almost as
long as the head. The first ray of the pelvic fin is produced into a long filament
which when adpressed does not surpass the second anal spime in N. bleekeri
while it is more clongated and reaches the first anal ray in N. delagoae.

Fri L. Nemipterus delogoae Smith; male, 231 mim total {ength,
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