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ABSTRACT 

An instance of the crab Calappa lophos suddenly appearing in commercial 
quantities in the trawl catches at Sassoon dock, successively in two years, is 
reported. 

Although crabs belonging to the genus Calappa have been recorded by 
many authors from Indian waters, these records are of systematic importance, 
their occurrence in commercial quantities have not been reported. However, 
Sekharan et al (1963), collecting C. phiktrgius from Mangalore market, indi
cated that they are edible, 

Calappa lophos (Fig. 1) popularly known as "shame face crab" and 
locally called, in marathi, "Khekada" is an Indo-Pacific species and has been 
reported from both the coasts of India. This crab was landed in noticeable quan
tities at Sassoon dock in June of both 1980 and 1981, amounting to 1 and 0.5 
tonnes respectively in the two years. Its occurrence was regular during the entire 
month though not in all the trawlers- The catch rate was 20 kgjunit in 1980 and 
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