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Digha Mohana fish landing centre, West Bengal, India 
during October 2018 to March, 2019.Of these, 35 were 
males and 21 were females which were all adults and 
mostly mature. The bull sharks are amphidromous as 
they are born in freshwater and estuaries after which 
the juveniles enter marine environment for growing 
into adults and finally the adults migrate back into 
freshwater and estuary to breed and repeat the cycle. 
This also indicates that the adults and juveniles show 
visible ecological and geographical segregation which 
could be one of the reasons for dominance of adults in 
the marine fish landings. By interviewing fishermen in 

the multiday trawlers it was revealed that the catches 
came from the fishing areas of Rakhyaskhali and Bokhali, 
south-east of Digha approximately 55-60 km away from 
the shore. The trawlers (approximately 55 feet OAL) 
having engine power of 420 hp and 3000 kg fish hold 
capacity are usually operated for 6-8 days at a depth 
of 20-50 m. Such trawlers usually bring two to three 
numbers of bull sharks while targeting hilsha, pomfrets, 
croakers and shrimps. The whole bull sharks are sold to 
the traders at a price range of `150-250 per kg at the 
auction market. The meat is exported in frozen form and 
fins are usually dried.
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Brief Communications

The Olive Ridley turtle (Lepidochelys olivacea) is protected 
under the Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972. 
Maharashtra government along with NGOs are undertaking 
several efforts in conservation of sea turtles along the 
coast. There is a state sponsored incentive program of ̀ 500 
for locating and sharing information with forest officials. 
Malvan coast in Sindhudurg district of Maharashtra is 
known for turtle and fisheries interactions. Occasional 
turtle nestings can be seen between November to April. 
During 20.03.2019 to 27.03.2019, a total of six adult turtle 
carcasses were observed in the 5 km stretch of beaches 

between Dandi and Tarkarli beach. First specimen was 
observed on Dandi beach near Malvan on 20.03.2019. 
Subsequently, carcasses of two turtles were found on 
the beach of Wairi and Tarkarli fishing villages located in 
southern Malvan. Most of the specimens were partially 
decomposed even though specimen was identified as 
Olive ridley from the intact scute pattern on carapace. 
Morphometric characteristics measured to possible extent 
are detailed. Carapace length of specimens ranged from 
64 to 71 cm. No specimen was found entangled in ghost 
net or with any injury marks.

Morphometric measurements (in cm) of Olive Ridley carcasses located at various beaches

Morphometric measurements Dandi Wairi Tarkarli

Carapace length (Straight) 65 71 64

Carapace width 52 63 50

Head length - 24 27

Head width - 14 15

Tail length - 13 14
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During the nesting season many turtles approaching 
beach for nesting are often caught in fishing gears, 
though mostly released due to high awareness among 
the fishers. The chances of injuries affecting the 
swimming capacity and stranding on the beaches 

later, resulting in death is high. Though fishermen 
are aware of the conservation status of animals and 
supporting actions, they voice the opinion that turtles 
are increasing in the coastal waters and often affecting 
the fishing activities.

Specimen 1. Dandi beach Specimen 2. Wairi beach Specimen 3. Tarkarli beach
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Brief Communications

Vizhinjam Landing Centre (8º 22' 30'' N, 76º 59' 15'' E), 
is one of the important fish landing centres in Kerala 
capable where fish landings occur all over the year by 
employing crafts and gears according to the seasonal 
requirements and availability of fishes. Primarily carried 
out by traditional crafts and gears, fitted with outboard 
engines, vessels fitted with inboard engines and other 
modern gears are not able to operate along the coast 
due to patchy rocks and steep sloping continental shelf 
of this region. During the last decade, there was a 
complete transition from the wooden crafts to fibre boats 
which made crafts lighter and in turn enabled increase 
in the speeds of the fishing vessels. Even some of the 
catamarans which the government had given free to 
fishers after the 2004 Tsunami, remain at shore. Most of 

the traditional crafts along the coast ranged from 25 to 
40 feet overall length (OAL). Two outboard engines with 
9.9 HP each are used for propulsion. Fishers disclosed 
that after the Ockhi Cyclone in December 2017, fishing 
grounds haved changed and there is a conspicuous 
reduction in fish availability. Drift gillnet forms the major 
gear in fishing operation along the coast followed by 
mechanised hooks and line and boat seines.. The details 
of some of the artisanal gears and its mode of operation 
are given below.

Hook and line fishing: Hand line (Aachil) is characterized 
by the main line of nylon monofilament twines of length 
ranging from 15 to 20 m with many branch lines tied at 
intervals of 1.5 m on the mainline and having hooks at 


