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ABSTRACT
Expert musical memory has been the fundamental focus of research in the
field of musical memory, and this line of research has demonstrably
informed the ways memory is understood by the current generation of
music professionals. In this theoretical inquiry, we draw on Foucault to first
argue that the dominant Western classical music expert gaze in music and
memory studies can be seen as a form of ocularcentrism. Second, due to
this narrow gaze, the field also fails to recognise that the human memory
system is characterised by a unique symbiosis of not just learning and
remembering, but also forgetting, a potentially powerful theoretical aspect
of memory in music education. Third, we argue that the recent
‘genetification’ of musical memory, together with the narrow expert gaze,
may further reinforce old dichotomies between the talented and
untalented, abled and non-abled. Through a critical lens towards the
politics of knowledge production in memory studies, we argue that there is
a need for a more critical, holistic and ethically reflexive understanding of
memory in professional education in music and music education.
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Introduction

The memories of highly skilled musicians – developed through endless practice and persistent rep-
etition – offer fruitful, although not unproblematic, paradigmatic cases for cognitive scientists and
neuroscientists to investigate memory functions. Although all of the world’s musical traditions
rely on memorising, often exclusively, a considerable portion of literature in music psychology
and education deals with domain-specific ‘skilled’ and ‘expert’ memory within the Western classical
music tradition (e.g. Chaffin, Imreh, and Crawford 2012) forming the dominant understanding of
why memory matters in music and music education. The results of such studies are used to provide
guidance on how to avoid memory lapses in memorised classical performances (e.g. Ginsborg 2004;
Lehmann, Sloboda, and Woody 2007). In this narrow scholarly gaze, recognisable in the current
music education professional discourse, remembering appears crucial to the process of learning,
whereas forgetting is the highly negative counterpart of the activity.

However, whilst memorising as much as possible and minimising forgetting is important in
music-making, it is seldom observed that too much memory can be a problem. Individuals who
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have the kind of extraordinary memory that society strives for are often overwhelmed by their special
abilities and do not typically excel in other areas of life. Two well-known case studies illustrate this.
Jill Price (known in the literature as ‘AJ’) (Parker, Cahill, and McGaugh 2006) and Solomon Sher-
eshevsky (known in the literature as ‘S’) (Luria and Bruner 1987) both had exceptional memories.
Price was able to recall immense autobiographical detail from any day in her life, often in an unstop-
pable rush of memories that she described as ‘exhausting’. Despite this exceptional memory ability,
she did not excel in other areas of her life but felt that the memories were a ‘burden’ which drove her
‘crazy’ (Parker, Cahill, and McGaugh 2006, 35). Shereshevsky was able to remember vast amounts of
information, and ‘details which other people would overlook, or which would remain on the periph-
ery of awareness, took on the independent value in his mind, giving rise to images that tended to
scatter meaning’ (Luria and Bruner 1987, 130). Consequently, he had to learn to intentionally forget
in order to be able to function in his daily life. Although extreme, these cases remind us that remem-
bering everything can have major drawbacks for the one who is remembering and that forgetting can
be a release.

In this theoretical inquiry, we argue that the current professional discourse on musical memory
which considers expert practice related to the highest capabilities and represents forgetting as a mis-
take to be avoided, needs to be expanded in order to adequately guide teachers’ thinking; specifically,
it is particularly inadequate for guiding music teachers’ thinking in contexts where the goal is to
include all students equally. We argue that in experience and experienced learning, forgetting is
not simply an erasure, deletion, or disappearance, but that forgetting ‘exists within remembering
like yeast in dough’ (Draaisma 2015, 4). Moreover, the recent trend of searching for the genetic
bases of various skills, including musical memory, has created a need for musical memory research
which takes into account the starting points of all learners. Together with the already narrow, his-
torically dominating gaze on music and memory, this new stream of genetic research in music may
strengthen the professional discourse where those not ‘genetically endowed’ enough to study music
are excluded or not of interest in the professional world. This narrow professional discourse can be
viewed against the UNESCO guide for education that stresses that all forms of exclusion and margin-
alisation need to be addressed, specifically those ‘inequalities related to access, participation, and
learning processes and outcomes’ (UNESCO 2017, 12). The skills and attitudes of teachers regarding
learners’ abilities play a role in inhibiting inclusive and equitable practices (13) and, as we argue,
research foci and academic stances support to some extent the development and change of teachers’
attitudes (Kaplan and Lewis 2013). As a whole, this inquiry argues that, since epistemological foci
and preunderstandings have practical consequences (see also, Odendaal, Levänen, and Westerlund
2018), the use of research results in professional education needs an ethical reflexivity that recognises
the power that underpins knowledge production.

Research objectives

By first highlighting the dominant understanding of musical memory in the literature of music psy-
chology and education, this theoretical inquiry aims to show the need for a more holistic and critical
view of musical memory, a view where music psychology can be relevant for music teaching and
learning situations beyond that of Western classical instrumental music tuition that aims at pro-
fessional expertise. Second, we explore some of the positive understandings of forgetting in musical
memory and learning, drawing on general memory studies, in order to illustrate how memory and
forgetting could be conceptually more intertwined in music learning. Looking at memory and for-
getting in the context of experience and learning experience in particular, allows us to consider the
everyday ‘doings and undergoings, of trials and errors’ that lead to knowledge, musical understand-
ing, and thoughtful action – and which, taken together, contribute to the culture of education (Wes-
terlund 2003, 16). Third, through considering recent genetic studies of musicality, we wish to remind
of the power of research discourses and argue that scientific research can also have negative conse-
quences for professional education of music and music education by reinforcing the already
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established dichotomous ableist discourses through the narrow interest on highly skilled expert
musicians, and by reducing musicality into a biological and genetic phenomenon.

Methodologically, we attend to a pragmatist epistemology that sees knowledge and theoretical
concepts not simply as mirroring or describing reality, but rather as pragmatic tools that serve critical
rationality embedded in practical action (Westerlund and Väkevä 2011). In this view, knowledge of
the real world is about connections among existents and the consequences of the things in human
use. We, therefore, explore existing research with a specific epistemological interest, following the
principle of Dewey’s inquiry in which ‘[t]he problem fixes the end of thought and the end controls
the process of thinking’ (Dewey MW, 6:190, orig. italics).

More specifically, our analysis uses Foucault’s Panopticon as a metaphor to explore power in
knowledge-production. The term Panopticon refers to the techniques of knowledge that, according
to Foucault (1995), form an important mechanism that automatises and disindividualises power:
‘Power has its principle not so much in a person as in a certain concerted distribution of bodies, sur-
faces, lights, gazes; in an arrangement whose internal mechanisms produce the relation in which
individuals are caught up’ (231). Panopticon schema can be used on a multiplicity of individuals
on whom a task or a particular form of behaviour, such as musical behaviour, is imposed. By iden-
tifying the intersection between what Foucault (1994) termed the ‘episteme (the conditions of possi-
bility of knowledge), affective attachment (the conditions of knowledge’s plausibility) and
phantasmatic projection (the meta-narrational, symbolic investments that drive or accrue to scien-
tific enterprises)’ (Steinberg 2016, 1), we argue, following Steinberg (2016), that knowledge of musi-
cal memory is a ‘terrain of affect’, a persuasion with tendencies and a science of ‘discourse and
spectacle, of feeling and desire’ (4). Thus, the discursive formation of a field, in this case, musical
memory studies, define a system of conceptual possibilities that determines the boundaries of
thought in contemporary music education (Foucault 1994). The symbolic investment to privilege
certain understandings of musical memory can itself be seen as a cultural phenomenon wherein a
certain meta-narrative is pervasive as a result of certain, and only certain, ends controlling the pro-
cess of thinking.

In the following, we present three arguments concerning memory, forgetting, and genetic
research in music that illustrate the ways through which meta-narratives of scientific discourse influ-
ence professional thinking and priorities, and form the normalised dominant stream of scientific
investigations against the notion of an abstract and neutral society. As such, the analysis neither
aims to cover the existing studies on musical memory nor does it pose critique for its own sake.
Rather, the overall aim is to suggest some alternative ways of conceiving memory in music and
music education, which may inform future research and strengthen the field as a whole, as well as
inform students in the field of music in a responsible manner. This is considered necessary in a
time when the critical lenses concerning the elite power of researchers and professionals are only
slowly emerging in the field of music education.

The expert gaze on musical memory

The majority of research about musicians’ memorisation has taken the perspective of expertise the-
ory (Ericsson and Charness 1994), where memorisation of expert musicians can be characterised
according to three principles (Chaffin, Imreh, and Crawford 2012, 198). First, expert musicians
draw on their long histories of engaging with music when learning new works, which enables
them to relate the new work to previously learned material, facilitating an efficient grouping of
material (198). Second, musicians use the hierarchical structure of music in sections, phrases, and
motives as a retrieval scheme when having to recall a work in performance (71 and 198). Third,
retrieval using the scheme provided by the music is typically rehearsed over an extended period
of time and draws on a variety of representations (Ginsborg 2004, 137), including what musicians
call visual, auditory, motor, and analytic memory (Imreh and Crawford 2012). This well-rehearsed
retrieval is typically much faster than that of non-expert retrieval from long-term memory.
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These principles have motivated a significant number of researchers to consider the ways that
advanced musicians approach learning and memory tasks in order to identify the strategies that
expert memorisers use, thus leading to the identification of best practices. However, expertise in per-
formance does not necessarily imply expertise in memorisation, as skill in memorisation is rather
related to using specific strategies that aid the memorisation process (Ginsborg 2002). For example,
Mishra (2002) shows that a holistic or additive approach is used by the efficient memorisers in her
study and that sequential or segmented approaches are used by the inefficient memorisers. Similarly,
mental rehearsal can be as effective as a physical practice, but this is a strategy that requires practice
to be efficient (Highben and Palmer 2004). The strategies selected are influenced by other variables
such as the demands of the musical material (Odendaal 2018) and self-efficacy (Nielsen 2004). Musi-
cians use a range of strategies to achieve a detailed and rich memory of musical works, including:
‘writing down parts of the piece, analysing it away from the instrument, starting in different places,
or singing one voice while playing another (for pianists)’ (Lehmann, Sloboda, andWoody 2007, 118).
The interest in expert memory is evident in the populations chosen for these studies (professional or
semi-professional musicians), and the applications of these findings are typically to the expert and
one-on-one expert instruction process.

Importantly, a common misconception among musicians is that memorisation refers to that part
of the learning process which aims at producing a memorised performance of some music (see also
Lehmann, Sloboda, and Woody 2007, 118). However, the formation of memories informs every
aspect of musical practice, and musical training will influence many aspects of musical experience.
For instance, it has been shown that musicians are better able to extract the melodic structure in
order to remember melodies than people who have not received musical training (Halpern and
Bower 1982). Musicians are also better than their non-trained peers in matching tonal materials
(Schulze, Jay Dowling, and Tillmann 2012) and on a rhythm span task (Schaal, Banissy, and
Lange 2015). Musicians draw on a memory for timbre that may be more based on spectral than
dynamic cues, and that draws on musical imagery (Crowder and Pitt 1992). All of these phenomena
may draw on the strong coupling of motor experience and musical memory (Mathias, Tillmann, and
Palmer 2016). The implication of these findings is that the long engagement musicians have had with
music in turn informs any current engagement with music, although such influence may often be
implicit rather than explicit.

The aim of research into expert memorisation may not be to influence general music education,
however, it is significant that there is almost no research on memory or strategies for memorising to
be used in the general music classroom (see e.g. Gromko et al. 2009), and that musical memory
research has predominantly excluded musical styles other than classical music (see, however,
Bakan 1993; Noice et al. 2008; Helmlinger 2006). The research drawing on expertise theory is
included in well-known books on the psychology of performance, which are often used as material
to instruct professional education of musicians and music educators (Lehmann, Sloboda, and
Woody 2007; Parncutt and McPherson 2002; Williamon 2004). In these books, memory is almost
exclusively discussed in the very specific context of remembering what to play or sing from notation,
and also draws almost exclusively on the classical pianistic paradigm, where it is imperative that
everything that is notated be remembered for a successful performance to take place. In this ocular-
centric gaze, forgetting is typically understood in terms of a memory lapse – an embarrassing and
debilitating catastrophe to be avoided at all costs (Mishra 2010).

The (missing) symbiosis of remembering and forgetting in music learning

Musical memory involves much more than merely playing from memory what was first read from
notation, and forgetting is both inevitable and even important in this very focused process of remem-
bering how to perform. Part of the reason why forgetting has escaped the attention of researchers in
music psychology and related fields might be that it is particularly difficult to study. The majority of
research on forgetting in general psychology draws on paradigms where participants have to
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memorise lists of numbers, nonsense syllables or matched words. Recall of these lists is tested under
different conditions in order to be able to understand the ways in which forgetting functions. Yet,
there is a vast difference between memorising lists of numbers, nonsense syllables or word pairings
and learning to perform music. Memorising music, whether by playing or by listening, typically
involves emotions, motivation, and meaning in ways that lists of nonsense syllables cannot, and
when kinaesthetic memory is added it can be assumed that musical memories are much stronger
and more resilient than those that can be created in experimental situations. It is therefore important
to note that the applicability of the research on forgetting to musical memory and forgetting is
speculative.

While no widely accepted theory of forgetting has yet been formulated (Levy, Kuhl, and Wagner
2010), Bjork and Bjork (1992) draw on their characterisation of memory according to two strengths
(storage strength and retrieval strength) to explain fundamental processes of forgetting. In their
model, forgetting does not simply mean that the information or procedure is missing, but rather
that there is a ‘decrease in accessibility […] at a given point in time and in the presence of current
cues’ (Bjork 2014, 25). Such a decrease in accessibility assumes that forgetting is not all-or-nothing,
but a ‘graded and context-dependent phenomenon’ (Nørby 2015, 552). Forgetting thus refers not to
deletion, but rather to inaccessibility. Furthermore, memories are not simply kept in storage as is
information in a computer, separate from and uninfluenced by other memories, but rather ‘the
act of retrieving information from human memory modifies the system’ (Bjork and Bjork 1992,
38), thereby also possibly inducing forgetting through interference. Various processes have been
suggested to cause forgetting in different situations, including: failed encoding; disrupted consolida-
tion; the natural decay of memories over time; interference or competition in the retrieval process;
ineffective retrieval cues; and defects in the reconsolidation of memories (Levy, Kuhl, and Wagner
2010; Valtorta and Benfenati 2010).

Despite the negative connotations of many of the descriptive terms in the previous list, forgetting
plays an important role in daily life, including aiding emotional regulation (Nørby 2015), mental
health (Nørby 2018), learning (Bjork 2014; Nørby 2015), and context attunement (Nørby 2015),
as well as creativity (Storm and Patel 2014). Indeed, current research indicates that ‘[t]he human
memory system is characterised by a unique symbiosis of learning, remembering and forgetting’
(Bjork 2014, 25). The forgetting of negative declarative memories such as negative life events aids
emotional regulation and mental health by enabling positivity, while forgetting negative non-
declarative memories, such as negative emotions, enables painlessness (Nørby 2015). Forgetting
unneeded information aids knowledge acquisition and cognition by facilitating abstraction, and for-
getting unnecessary steps and operations in automation aids efficient motor operations (Nørby
2015). Learning situations that seem to produce forgetting may actually be helpful, by providing
new stimuli with which to re-encode learning material and thereby strengthening the storage of
the memory (Bjork 2014). The forgetting of distant and inappropriate information and the revising
of outdated information helps people ‘relate to, and synchronise with, their surroundings in a time-
sensitive manner’ (Nørby 2015, 565). Lastly, forgetting enables creativity by inhibiting old ways of
thinking from impeding new ways of thinking – what is usually called mental fixation (Storm and
Patel 2014).

While almost no literature exists that has investigated forgetting in musical learning, the role of
forgetting has been tangentially identified in some research, and drawing on the literature reviewed
above enables us to point to some areas where forgetting plays an important role in musical learning
and memory. Forgetting is crucial to the most basic processes of perception. In these basic perceptual
processes, attention, memorising, and remembering are closely related but distinguishable processes.
Although phenomena such as perceptual binding (Honing 2011; Krumhansl 1991) are strongly
influenced by biological processes, listeners also draw on implicitly learned musical models, based
on the kinds of music that they listen to, in order to judge these differences (Demorest et al.
2016). Memory thus influences attention by shaping what is heard and how it is heard. For instance,
‘the brain becomes less receptive to rhythms that are not listened to’ (Honing 2011, 129). Forgetting,
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related to not paying attention and to not encoding material for memorisation, is thus essential to the
very process of perception.

Forgetting, however, not only impacts the shortest time spans of perception, but also the ways in
which the memories of compositions or performances are shaped. For example, memory errors in
performed music are less common at metrically strong points (Mathias et al. 2011) and places
where the performer places more attention, such as the outer voices, a salient inner voice, or motivic
material (Gingras et al. 2016). Furthermore, listeners remember the affective impact of a musical
experience not as the sum of all the musical experiences, but through a ‘slope effect’ (Rozin,
Rozin, and Goldberg 2004), again suggesting that some aspects of the experience are forgotten, or
never encoded. These findings suggest that ‘less important’ details are often not encoded as strongly
as more salient aspects. This finding relates well to the idea of performance cues as selected aspects of
a musical composition that are used to structure the performances of complex works (Chaffin,
Imreh, and Crawford 2012).

In the experienced learning process, it is understood that performers use these performance cues
in order to be able to navigate their way through performing complex musical compositions
(Chaffin, Imreh, and Crawford 2012). In the process of forming the final performance cues, other
cue candidates are used and either discarded or overridden (Odendaal 2018). However, forgetting
some cues does not mean that they are necessarily eliminated, but rather that they can be suppressed
to allow one to focus on other aspects of the performed music. Ginsborg (2017) argues that these
cues, together with experiences from previous performances, may still be used in future perform-
ances. The automation involved in forming performance cues depends on forgetting in the sense
that the details of the automated actions are not available to conscious thought at the time of per-
forming. Attention to every detail of movement would likely be overwhelming rather than helpful,
in the same way that remembering every detail of her life was overwhelming to ‘AJ’ (Parker, Cahill,
and McGaugh 2006). Moreover, it is necessary for musicians who perform regularly to be able to
forget their negative stage experiences, so that fear of a repeat experience does not debilitate their
performance. For instance, Schlosser (2011) makes use of regular video viewing for himself and
his students to overcome excessively negative evaluations of performances and lessons, thereby
enabling positivity (Nørby 2015). Perhaps equally important is that performers do not only remem-
ber positive experiences, which might lead to complacency.

Forgetting can thus be implicated as a core phenomenon in several aspects of the learning
and memory processes of musicians, and is not only involved in the learning process, but most
likely contributes also to the continued wellbeing and health of a practising musician. While not dis-
paraging the research that has been conducted to this point, we want to point out the selectiveness of
this research with regards to how music, memory – and indeed musical expertise – are defined. In
Foucault’s terms, the ocularcentric and panoptical gaze on musical memory identifies, orders, and
makes differences visible, by seeing and perceiving the phenomenon in particular ways (Foucault
1995, 231).

Ableist discourse and docile musical bodies

While the panopticon that has over time constructed musical memory studies may not be a mali-
cious attempt to silence all other perspectives, it creates a discursive system in which it becomes
hard to voice a dissenting view, not because it will not be valued, but because the researcher’s
gaze is narrowed by the discursive field in which she finds herself. This discursive field has recently
been expanded to include genetic studies, which seem to have as their aim the identification of the
‘musical gene’. Memory studies indicate considerable inter-individual differences in musical abilities
and music memory (e.g. Grahn and Schuit 2012; Odendaal 2018), and there has been a growing
interest in the biological basis of such abilities in genetic studies (for reviews, see e.g. Oikkonen
et al. 2016; Tan et al. 2014). The genetic basis of various aspects of musical ability involve several
activity-dependent immediate early genes that respond to sensory and motor stimuli, and several
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genes that are located on the candidate genomic regions for music abilities in humans (e.g. Oikkonen
et al. 2016). Individual differences in the enrichment of these genes during various cognitive func-
tions, such as musical creativity (Oikkonen et al. 2016), have been linked to memory and learning
abilities (Mariath et al. 2017; Tan et al. 2014). However, there is also evidence for gene–environment
interaction from twin studies (e.g. Hambrick and Tucker-Drob 2015), suggesting that genetic poten-
tials for skilled performance are most fully expressed and fostered by practice.

The popular appeal of these kinds of studies (one need only try an internet search for the terms
‘genetics and music’) point to a move towards the ‘age of the gene’, which has impacted not only ‘the
arenas of biotechnology and medicine’ but also ‘politics, popular culture, political economy and
everyday vernacular’ (Steinberg 2016, 1). In research of this kind, it is essential to understand the
obvious selectiveness with which the researcher is working, a selectiveness that does not necessary
allow for research findings to be generalised to other contexts, especially not if much of the world’s
musical practices are excluded (see Odendaal, Levänen, and Westerlund 2018 for a critique in the
field of neuroscience). In this regard, Levitin (2012) has made a strong argument for first under-
standing what it means for someone to be musical prior to embarking on genetic research about
musicality. Despite this, a number of the genetic studies make strong assumptions about musicality
and musical achievement that do not take into account Levitin’s careful argument. Ignoring the basic
philosophical and theoretical work that is needed to understand musicality tends to result in ocular-
centric research on expertise in Western classical music, often within a ‘performativity-oriented edu-
cation’ (Kanellopoulos 2015, 323). The prevalent use of musical ability tests in this kind of research
further reinforces the ableist discourse (Darrow 2015); a discourse that manifests in student selection
methods that specify who is entitled to learn and perform music (Laes and Westerlund 2018). Add-
ing a genetic imperative to such testing bodes ill for the idea that everyone should and can have
access to music and music education. Research aids in painting a dystopian picture in which indi-
viduals will be rightfully included or excluded from musical education based on their genetic
code, and where it is legitimate that only those with the right genetic framework receive access to
music education. In contemporary society, this otherwise politically incorrect picture might be wel-
comed when intertwined with the dire economic prospects that many countries in general face.

We suggest that in an environment where the idea of ‘education for all’ is increasingly becoming
more of a general principle than an exception (UNESCO 2017), a change is needed in how we con-
ceptualise and research musical memory. Instead of dichotomous categorizations that locate persons
in ‘a social space of difference’ (Mitchell and Snyder 1997, 4), there is an increasing need for research
into how to take into account diverse abilities in an inclusive teaching space. Such inclusive and ethi-
cally oriented methodology in music teaching includes equally the ‘theory and practice of teaching
and learning’ (Kaplan and Lewis 2013, 3). According to Laes (2017), the overall discursive formation
of the understanding of talent tends to polarise general music education when students’ potential is
estimated with a Bell-curve, in this way creating a discourse of dichotomies between the gifted and
the non-gifted, talented and untalented, abled and non-abled (29). Laes has thus posed a question
whether ‘music education should totally relegate itself from using the concepts relating to musical
ability or talent as a natural human feature’ (30) if these concepts and their pragmatic consequences
prevent us from supporting the development of the musical abilities of all students. Equally, the
panoptical transformation constituted by the ‘genetic revolution’ is, in itself, a cultural phenomenon
that may have wider cultural consequences (Steinberg 2016, 2). We can ask whether musical memory
studies in this age of the gene will produce what Foucault (1995) called ‘docile bodies’, subjected to
disciplinary power to make them more useful and controllable; bodies that can be optimised, calcu-
lated, and improved.

Conclusion, and the possible directions of future research

Whilst seeing studies on music and memory as a promising field of research, this theoretical inquiry
has examined how the gaze on musical memory studies has predominantly concentrated on expert
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practice, in which forgetting appears as a major failure, and how forgetting, the missing counterpart
of learning in current scholarship, is a necessary concept in understanding how memory functions in
the context of learning experience. Memory and forgetting are the two symbiotic counterparts of
learning, both neither necessarily positive nor negative as such, but equally important parts of a stu-
dent’s experience in the process of learning music. The importance of pointing this out extends
beyond merely adding another facet to the understanding of expert memory; it also contributes to
a critical theoretical argument about the ways in which research discourse informs and is informed
by practice – how science silently forms our thinking in professional life. The working definitions of
music in research will influence the kinds of questions that are asked and by extension the range of
answers that will be provided (see also Odendaal, Levänen, and Westerlund 2018). The inquiry has
highlighted how research objects themselves can be seen as cultural phenomena constituting the pro-
fessional culture of music and music education.

We have merged studies on musical memory with those exploring the genetic basis of musical
memory and musical abilities, in order to call for an ethical reflexivity that considers the conse-
quences of scientific discourses that reduce human phenomena, such as music education, to biologi-
cal phenomena. It is important to notice that the Panopticon of the expert gaze on musical memory
(within Western classical music), together with the genetification of scholarship on musical abilities,
when used to explain the excellence of some people, is not an accidental epistemological emphasis.
Rather, as Foucault (1994) would explain, it may be seen to fall under the domain of a modernist
society in which equity is subsumed under economics and the efficient division of labour, and in
which human sciences are compelled to surrender to a medicalised and biological gaze. Although
music psychologists may not address the same ethical imperatives as music education practitioners,
it is necessary for professional education in music to identify how theories and scientific discourses
may function as mechanisms of inequality in a silent systemic manner. It is also necessary for stu-
dents in professional education to understand the various forms in which power operates through
research and howmarginalisation of people might be unintendedly constructed through professional
education. Moreover, those studying musical memory from a genetic perspective need to understand
the power of Panoptical discursive formation when research results are published for the wider pub-
lic or used in educating future practitioners. Knowledge production shapes not only scientific expert
communities but the whole of society (see Benedict and Schmidt 2011, for a similar argument in the
context of school curricula). The turn towards inclusive practice, as suggested by twenty-first-cen-
tury global policies and much of contemporary music education research, needs, therefore, to be
understood as an ethical and political movement that also critically considers the discursive
power of research.
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