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Abstract 

Adat Perpatih acts as a mirror which reflects the connection between the 

system of Adat and the Minangkabau community in Negeri Sembilan. Adat 

Perpatih was considered as a unique system of social since it contained the 

rules and regulations which act as a yardstick for the justification and 

legitimacy of certain conducts of society. Kuala Pilah and Rembau are the 

two districts in Negeri Sembilan that are still applying and practising Adat 

Perpatih. As mentioned earlier, this study looks into the application of Adat 

Perpatih in the land administration and ownership, and also to determine 

whether Adat Perpatih's land ysytem is still effective to cater the needs of 

modern society in Kuala Pilah and Rembau. Sometimes, the problems that 

arise with regards to Adat Perpatih actually come from the attitude of the 

society themselves who had failed to implement the rules of Adat Perpatih 

within their daily lives and dealings such as transfer, lease and charge. In 

fact, many of them have turned to a conventional system of dealings and 

administration, especially in land matters since customary rules was seen as 

obsolete and not suitable in our modern world. But, with the coming into 

force of Negeri Sembilan Land Enactment (Cap 215), customary land is put 

under the exclusive jurisdiction of the Negeri Sembilan State Council and 

also the Adat Chiefs such as Undang and Lembaga. 

in 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

1.0 

2.0 

3.0 

4.0 

Acknowledgement 

Abstract 

Table of Contents 

List of Illustrations 

CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Problem Statement 

1.2 Objective of Study 

1.3 Significance of Study 

1.4 Limitations 

CHAPTER 2 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

CHAPTER 3 

METHODOLOGY 

3.1 Schedule of Study 

3.2 Identification of Supervisor 

CHAPTER 4 

FINDINGS: 

THE LAW AND THE LEMBAGA INSTITUTION 

PART I: LIBRARY RESEARCH 

4.1 Introduction 

4.2 Customary Land in Negeri Sembilan: Its Origin and History 

4.2.1 Laymen's Definition 

4.2.2 Definition According to the Law 

4.3 Origins of Land Administration in Negeri Sembilan 

4.4 Development of Land Administration 

4.5 The Registration of Customary Land Owners Before the 

Implementation of the Customary Tenure Enactment 1909 

ii I 

iii | 

iv 

vi I 

1 

6 

7 | 

8 

8 

9 

17 | 

18 

19 

20 

20 

21 

21 

21 

21 

23 

24 

IV 



5.0 

6.0 

4.6 Introduction to the Law of Customary Land and Its 

Implementation 

4.7 The Law of Malay Reserve Land and Its Effects on 

Customary 

Land 

4.8 The Recognition of Customary Law by Other Land Laws 

4.9 The Conditions Imposed on Land Inheritance under the 

Customary Tenure Enactment (Cap 215) 

4.10 The Roles of the Dato' Lembaga in the Administration of 

Customary Land in Negeri Sembilan 

4.11 Business Transactions and Its Restrictions on Customary 

Land 

4.11.1 Land Transfer 

4.11.2 Charge and Mortgage 

4.11.3 The Application of the Distribution of Adat Perpatih's 

Customary Land 

4.11.4 The Position of Male Members in Inherited 

Customary Land under Adat Perpatih 

4.11.5 Status and Rights of Adopted Child under Inherited 

Property 

4.11.6 Other Matters Related to Adat Perpatih 

4.12 Conclusion 

PART II: INTERVIEW 

4.13 Interview Outcomes 

CHAPTER 5 

ISSUES AND SOLUTIONS 

CHAPTER 6 

CONCLUSION 

References 

26 | 

27 

28 | 

29 

30 

37 

37 | 

38 

40 | 

41 

42 

43 

44 

45 

49 

53 

58 

V 


