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I. 

HOW THE SHOT AT SARAJEVO 
CAME TO BE FIRED 

THE first World War broke out in Augu t, 1914, 
not like a Jlghtning flash from a clear sky, but 

like a heavy storm, the coming of which had been 
Jong before announced by the rolling of thunder. The 
war ripened out of the world of "civilized" plunder, 
of powerful capitalist monopolies, of big imperlali t 

powers. 
The whole globe had been conquered and divided 

up; the predatory rule of the imp riallst power 
extended from mid-Europe to South America, from 
Afrlca to Eastern Asia and Australia. The im­
perialist powers came into contact with one another 
in the competitive struggle for the subjugation of 
each and every portion of the earth, however small. 
in the gTeedy striving for sources of cheap raw 
materlals and new markets. 

Ever more Jealously did each of the Imperialist 
robb rs note the growth of the others, ever more 
! rociously did they contend against one another for 
the booty, booty which consisted as much in the 
coolies of China as in the coal mines of Alsac -
Lorraine, in the peasants and shepherds of Ru la 
as in the Negro tribes of Afrlca, In Constantlnopl 
or Trieste, in the Bagdad railway, South American 
oil fields . East Indian rubber plantations, or Ukrain­
ian grain fields. The in tensifying struggle for a "place 
in the sun," this was the struggle of he rulln 
class in every country for new unrestricted pos­
sibilities of exploitation and profit making, th 
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struggle for the domination of the whole world. 
In order, however, to plunder the world and to 

safeguard what they had plundered , the imperial­
ist powers proceeded more and more to arm them­
selves to the teeth. The embittered competitive 
struggle for the world market was accompanied by 
an extraordinarily intenslfled and growing com­
petition In armaments. In the forty years from 
1872 t.o 1912, the expenditure on armaments of the 
leading big powers Increased by the following per­
centages: 

Germany .................. .. . . 325 '0 
Russia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... .... . .. 214'0 
Italy ........... ........... . . ... 195 % 
England . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 180% 
Austria-Hungary .............. . 155 % 
France . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... . . 133 % 

Secret military alliances and open formation of 
blocs followed and they announced the coming of 
a great armed conftlct. Already at the beginning 
of the century, the two groupings of the Imperial­
ist powers which marched against one another in 
1914 had taken shape. The Triple Alliance, founded 
in 1882, under the leadership of Germany, was con­
fronted by the Entente formed in 1907 under the 
leadership of England. All the other imperialist 
antagonisms were over-shadowed by that between 
England and Germany. After the Franco-German 
War of 1871, at the end of which came the forma­
tion of the German Empire, German capitalism be­
gan a period of Impetuous growth. German finance 
capital pressed forward beyond the frontiers of Its 
own country and conquered ever wider spheres of 
influence and ever larger colonial areas. The build­
ing of a mighty navy was Intended to serve to 
safeguard the connection between Germany and Its 
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areas of exploitation overseas. At every step the 
advance of German finance capital encountered 
the old .. spheres of Interest"' of British imperialism. 
With growing bitterness England pursued the com­
petitive struggle and the competition in armaments 
with Germany. 

From the beginning of the twentieth century, 
nwnerous crises and small wars occurred as clear 
forerunners of the decisive confilct of 1914. The 
Boer War of 1900-01. the Moroccan War of 1905, the 
Agadir Incident of 1907, the Balkan crisis of 1908, 
the Turko-Italian War of 1911, and the Balkan 
Wars of 1912-13, formed the separate steps of a 
path which led to the World War of 1914-18. Even 
as late as the year 1913, France lengthened Its 
period of mllitary service, Russia increased Its 
quota of recruits, Germany adopted a new army bill. 
and England enlarged Its naval program. The 
Peace Conference at the Hague did not for a mo­
ment give pause to the armament race. In 1914. 
the antagonisms between the powers had already 
been sharpened to such an extent that the German 
ambassador In Paris, Schon, noted with a shrug of 
the shoulders: "Peace Is relegated only to the mercy 
of chance.'' 

In the summer of 1914. Europe resembled a 
loaded powder magazine. It needed only the shot 
fired at Sarajevo on July 22, to which Francz 
Ferdinand, the heir to the Austrian throne, and his 
wife. fell a victim, in order to explode this powder 
magazine into the air and to unleash all the an­
tagonism in the form of war. It is true that in 
August. 1914, the armament programs of the Im­
perialists had by a long way not been completely 
carried through. However, even these incomplete 
armaments sumced to submerge the world In the 
greatest of all wars for a period of four and a bail 
years. In 1914. Germany possessed not less than 
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thirteen double lines of railway track leading to it 
west frontier, which allowed of the passage of 550 
railway trains over the Rhine bridges every day. 
In the two · first weeks of the war, a train passed 
over the Rhine bridge at Cologne every ten min­
utes. When, in August, 1914, the storm broke loose, 
the rulers only needed to press a button. the gen­
eral staffs to open their secret archives, and the 
governing officials to pull out the drawers of their 
desks, In order that the whole system of mili tary 
alliances and war plans, which had long before been 
prepared in every detail, should begin to function 
with mechanical precision. 

The shot fired at Sarajevo was in the first place 
n issue which affected Austria and Serbia alone. 

But following In Its train, the four Central Powers 
on one side and twenty-three countries on the other 
side were drawn into the vortex of war. It is true 
that Turkey desired to remain neutral, but the 
influence of the German bank treasuries interested 
in the Bagdad Railway proved to be more power­
ful. Germany's 60,000.000 mark loan to Bulgaria 
and England's $25,000,000 loan to Greece, bought 
also the entry of these powers into the war. 

Already In 1912, Poincare had predicted the 
outbreak of the World War in 1914. for he was 
aware that by this time a decisive stage in the 
armament programs would have been accompllshed. 
The war of 1914 was bound to become a world war 
for the issue lay not only in the deep antagonism 
between Great Britain and Germany and the 
traditional hereditary enmity between France and 
Germany, but also in the ant.agonlsm between 
Austria-Hungary and Russia in the Balkans. in the 
. truggle for the Near East. In the expansionist aims 
or Japan and It.aly . and in the dreams of world 
domination on the part of American Imperialism. 
Th whole capitalist world was. therefore, 
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caught In the tolls of the war. The area o! 
the territory of the Central Powers amounted to 
2,225,000 square kilometres with a population of 
158,000,000 and an annual Income of $4,000,000,000. 
On the other side stood the Entente with its area 
of 37,267 ,000 square kilometres, and a population 
of 1,392,000,000, possessing an annual income of 
$6,881,000.000. 

The shot at Sarajevo was no accident and It 
was not the real cause of the World War. Nor 
did the outbreak of the World War depend on the 
personality of the leaders of the government at 
that time, Bethman-Hotlweg, Poincare, Grey or 
Sasonov. In order that the wide masses of the 
people, who after the World War were full of in­
dignation at the wur horrors which had been en­
dured, should be deflected from a struggle against 
the real causes of the war, the imperialists cast 
the blame on one another for the outbreak of the 
war. The war guilt lie was the great lie of alt the 
imperialists, the accusation against persons and 
governments In order to protect the capitalist system 
which really bore the guilt. The responsible gov­
errunental leaders were only the executive organs 
of finance capital, the rule of which leads to strug­
gle for the dlvl.sion and re-division of the world. 
The capitalist social order which develops un­
evenly is the source of all the contradictions. an­
tagorusms and war conflicts. After 1871, Germany 
grew In strength four times as fast as England and 
France, Japan ten times as fast as Russia. The 
process of this uneven development naturally al­
tered the relations of power between the imperial­
ists and the altered power relations in their turn 
determined an alteration of the existing division 
of the plunder, i.e .. a new partition of the world. 
In his article, "On the slogan of !;he Unlted States 
of Europe," Lenin wrote: 
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"There is and there can be no other way of test­
ing the real strength of a capitalist state than 
that of war. War does not contradict the principles 
of prlvatP. property-on the contrary, lt is a direct 
and inevitable development of those principles. 
Under capitalism, the even economic growth of the 
individual enterprises, or individual states is im­
possible. Under capitalism, there is nothing else 
that periodically restores the disturbed equilibrium 
except crises in industry and wars in politics:•• 

11. 

FOR GOD, KING AND COUNTRY 

The fact of the uneven development of capitalist 
society led again and again to the disturbance of the 
so-called balance of power in the sphere of world poli­
tics; it was also the cause of the origin of the first 
world war, for which the shot at Sarajevo was only 
th'l starting signal. 

The Entente entered the war with the slogan of 
the liberation of all oppressed peoples. The Central 

1 Powers is.sued the call to war for the struggle for a 
"place in the ~un ." The issue in the World War was 
proclaimed to be one of "national interests," of honor 
and glory. The widest masses of the people in every 
country obeyed the call of their governments and be­
lieved it their duty to sacnfice themselves for the 
greater glory of Lhe so-called fatherland. The wives 
and mothers bestrewed with roses the path of their 
husbands and sons going to the trenches, on the con­
fident assumption that the war would only last a 
!ew months and that the fighters returning from the 

• Lenin: elected Works Vol. III, "The United 
States of Europe Slogan:• Russian Ed. 
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front would receive the warm thanks of the "father­
land." The working class, which , on the basis of the 
resolutions against war adopted by the Second ln­
temalional at the Congresses of Stuttgart and Basie, 
had hoped that when t he tlme came these reso1u­
tlons would be followed by deeds, were betrayed by 
the Second Internat1onal. Only tl"ie Bolf.heviks in 
Russia under the leadership of Lenin. the Spartakus 
Bund In Germany founded in the midst of tbe fire 
of t.he World War by Karl Liebknecht and Rosa Lux­
emburg, as well as a few other small groups in St:rbia, 
elc .. upheld the banner of proletarian international­
ism and rallied the masses to struggle against Lhe 
Imperialist war and for the formation of a new in­
ternational inspired with a revolutionary spirit. 

The first world war lasted from Aug. 2, 1914, until 
No~· . 11, 1918, 1.e., 1,565 days, and when the war had 
come to an end humanity could draw up the follow ­
ing balance sheet: 

Casualtie of · the Armies in the World War 

Army Killed 
France ..... ... .... 1,550,000 
England . . . . . . . . . . 725,000 
Germany .... ... . .. l ,835,000 
Russia . . . . . . . . . . . . 700,000 
All belligerent 

countries ....... 10,000,000 

Wounded 
3,100,000 
2,050,000 
4,215,0CO 
2.750,000 

29,000,000 

Invalided 
800,000 
350,000 
665.000 
410,000 

5.000,000 

Diminution of Popula tion Due Directly to the 
World War 

Population of 10 European states at end 
of 1913 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 400,850,000 

Probable Population under normal con-
ditions In 1919 .................... . 

Actual population in 1919 ...... ...... . . . 
Total ioss due to war .... . ...... ....... . 
Includlng: Dead and wounded ......... . 
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424,480,000 
389,100,000 

35.380.000 
9,829,00.0 



Thus, it is een that 1n ten European states alone 
the population decreased during the war by 35,000,000. 
The world War demanded from the civil population 
as many death sacrl'fl.ces as among the soldiers at the 
front. Miillons were brought to the grave by starva­
tion and mass epidemics. No less than 70.000,000 
men were mobilized during the World War, of whom 
10,000,000 were ldlled, 20,000,000 wounded, 5,000,000 
made cripples and a further 6,000,000 were reported 
missing. According to calculations of the American 
Professor Langdon. the World War caused the death 
of twice as many me.n as all previous wars from 
1790 to 1913 put together, including the Napoleonic 
Wars, the Crimean War, the Danish War of 1864, 
the war between Prussia and Austria in 1866, the 
American Civil War, the Franco-German War of 
1870-71, the Boer War of 1900-01, the Russo-Japanese 
War of 1905, and the two Balkan Wars of 1912-13. 
If all those killed in the World War were burled 
In separate graves, it would require a cemetery of 
100 square kilometres. 

During the war, some 70,000,000 persons were 
withdrawn from the process of production, while 
those who were allowed to work were occupied In the 
preparation of the munitions and tools for mass 
murder. 

For the production of these enormous quantities 
or war material there were withdrawn in 1914-18 
from normal production, in France 1,800,000 workers, 
1n England 2,000,000 workers, and in America 1,200,000 
workers. The German army alone used up in the 
World War a total of 286,000.000 snells of an es­
timated value of over 24,000,000,000 marks. The de­
struction due to the World War was enormous; no 
one up to the present day has been able to calculate 
1t exactly. Thus, for example. in Northern France 
there were destroyed 290,000 dwelllng houses, 500,000 
other buildings, 65,000 kilometres of roads and ratl-
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ways, 22.,160 factories and 9,700 railway bridges. That 
ls the balance for one stretch of country alone; what 
would the figures look like if Belgium, Russia, the 
whole of the Balkans and the Near East were taken 
into the calculation? During the first two years, the 
World War involved a dally cost of 123,000,000 gold 
dollars; in 1918 the figure had risen to $244,000,000 
daily, i.e., every hour $10,000,000 were blown into the 
air. The direct costs of the war are calculated at 
not less than $186,000,000,000, the indirect costs at 
$337,000,000,000. The war devoured not only the en­
tire national Income of the chief belligerent states 
but also a considerable portion of their national 
wealth as can be seen from the following table (fig­
ures in thousand million dollars) : 

Direct Average 
National National War Ex- Per 

Country Wealth Income pendlture Annum 
Great Britain 70.5 11.0 33.4 7.7 
France .. _ ... ...... 58.5 6.0 31.3 7.2 
Germany . . . . . . . . 80.5 10.5 46.3 16.8 
Austro-Hungary .. 40.0 3.8 24.8 5.7 
Russia . .. . . .. . . .. 60.0 6.5 26.5 7.6 
Eleven chief bel­
ligerent countries . 567 .0 80.8 249.4 57.5 

The Immediate war expenditure devoured the 
total national income of the warring countries for 
three years. Besides that, damage to private prop­
erty amounted to $30,000,000,000, ships were sunk to 
a value of $6,800,000,000, losses to neutrals amounted 
to almost $2.000,000,000, the loss owing to damage to 
persons is reckoned at $30,000,000,000, and the drop 
in production is estimated at a loss of $45,000,000,000. 
It ls no wonder, therefore, that world economy only 
reached the pre-war level in 1925-26. The capitalist 
economic system, however, was so shattered that lt 
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could not recover, and in the course of the last crisis 
dating from 1929 it was thrown back to the level of 
the previous century. 

The World War left a legacy of 5 000 ,000 widows 
and 10.000.000 orphans. When "peace" was declared 
in November, 1918, Europe was fully exhausted and 
drained of blood. The whole of Europe resembled a 
heap of ruins, Its fields had been watered by streams 
of human blood. It was a blood-letting unprecedented 
in the history of the world. 

In the name of "God, King and Country," Europe 
was converted into a human slaughter house. 

111. 

WHEN ROBBERS MAKE PEACE 

"The War to End War," such was the slogan 
under which the World War was carried on. The 
task of the Versailles Treaty was proclaimed as the 
replacement of war by a "firm, just and lasting 
peace.'" Wilson 's Fourteen Points. through which 
America announced its role as arbiter over the world, 
promised the ending of secret diplomacy, freedom 
of the seas. the abolition of all barriers, the reduc­
tion of armaments, the liberation of the oppressed 
peoples and the creation of a League of Nations for 
the establishment of a permanent instrument of 
peace. The Versailles Treaty was supposed to guar­
antee the realization of these points. 

In the Covenant of the League of Nations, created 
in 1919, which formed the first section of the Ver­
sailles Treaty, it is solemnly proclaimed : 

"Wherea , it i es entia l for the promotion of 
coUa bora tion among nations and preserva tion of 
interna tiona l peace a nd international security, 
to undertake definite pledges not to prooeed to 
war ; to preserve intem a tiona! rela tion l\'i th all 
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franknes founded on ju tice a.nd honor ; to ac­
curately ob erve the prescriptions of interna­
tional Ja.w, which henceforth are recognized as 
guidance for the actual behavior of govern­
ments; to ensure tha t ju tic prevails and to 
observe all treaty obligations in the mutual re­
lationship of organized peoples ; the high on­
tracting Parties adopt the present Covenant 
which esia.blishe the League of Nations." 

The disarming of Germany was characterized as 
the first step on the way to general disarmament, 
"which the powers seek to realize as one of the best 
means for the prevention of war and which it will 
be one of the first tasks of the League of Nations 
to bring about." The protection of the political in­
dependence and inviolability of all states and the 
adoption of measures against any disturber of the 
peace were sacredly promised by the League of 
Nations through the Versailles Treaty. 

In the sober light of•day the reality was seen to 
be different from what was written on paper. The 
shimmering contents of the Wilsonian Fourteen 
Points, of the pact of the League of Nations and 
or the Versailles Treaty, only aimed at deceiving the 
masses of the people. Boundless hatred had ac­
cumulated among the wide masses of the people 
on account of the war crime which had been com­
mitted and on account of the unspeakable sufferings 
which they had endured, and was expressed in tre­
mendous outbursts of feeling hostile to war and to 
the capitalists, in the enormous revolutionary actions 
of the post-war period. Only the absence of revolu­
tionary parties and the hangman's service performed 
by the Second International for the bourgeoisie pre­
vented the overthrow of capitalism in Russia from 
being followed by its overthrow also in all the other 
countries of Europe. By asserting their belief in 
peace. the Imperialists and their Social-Democratic 
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lackeys found a means of escaping the wrath of the 
people. In addition, there was the fact that the 
powers, exhausted by the World War, were in need 
of a considerable breathing space. 

The Versailles Treaty, concluded by the imperial­
ists as the sequel to an Imperialist war. could not 
help leading to an Imperialist peace. Tile treaties 
of capital1st society based on exploitation and op­
pression could only be treaties for the safeguarding 
of the capitalist exploiting rule over the toilers in 
their own country and over the millions of the 
colonial slaves. The victor In this war was not the 
tolling people of any country but only a section of 
the world bourgeoisie. In the conquered countries, 
however, the workers had to submit to the double 
yoke of exploltat;lon of both internal and external 
capitalists. Only In one country did the working 
class emerge as victor from the World War, viz., in 
the land of Soviets. where 160,000,000 workers and 
peasants put an end to the imperialist war by the 
path of the October Revolution. 

With Its victory over its own bourgeoisie, the 
Russian proletariat was victorious also against the 
w·orld bourgeoisie. Liberated from all fetters in its 
own country, it became at the same time free from 
external fetters. The Russian working class was the 
only one which did not have to pay tribute either 
to its own capitalists or to foreign capitalists. The 
t arist treaties and debt obligations were tom up 
like the dictates of the Brest-Litovsk Treaty. Soviet 
Russia was the only one of the belligerents whose 
signature was lacking from the Versa.mes Treaty. 
Only where the work.Ing class was in power did this 
class emerge from the World War as the victor. 

The ne11; relations of power in the imperialist 
camp determined by the outcome of the war found 
their expression ln the Versailles Treaty. The world 
was divided up alresh, and thereby at the same time 
the germ was laid for efforts at revision on the part 
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of those who had been deceived in the division of 
the booty and for hankerings for revenge on the part 
of the plundered. The Versailles Treaty became an 
inexhaustible source of new contradictions and ma­
terials for contllct, of new antagonisms and war 
dangers. While the VersaUles Treaty satisfied an 
old desire of French heavy industry by the return 
of Alsace-Lorraine to France, it inflicted new 
wounds on German finance capital by the separa­
tion of Upper Silesia and Danzig. The Versailles 
Treaty destroyed the rule of German imperialism 
over the colonies, ,but it handed over these colonies 
to other powers and entrusted the League of Nations 
with the subjection of the colonial world in the form 
of "mandates." The League of Nations became an 
instrument of force of the victors for the mainte­
nance of the relations of power created by the Ver­
sailles Treaty, and the focal point of all counter­
revolutionary forces against the Soviet Union. 
Numerous countries, directly relying on the cove­
nant or the League of Nations, increased their 
armaments and stressed the anti-Soviet aim of these 
armaments. 

Tlrns, for Instance, it became known from the 
secret naval memorandum of Groener, the army 
minister of the Social-Democratic Hermann Mueller 
government, that this government was actively 
speeding up the development of naval armaments 
in readiness for taking part in the application of 
sanctions by the League of Nations in the North sea. 

Instead of the promised peace without annexa­
tions, there came into being the plunder treaty of 
Versailles, which was In no way behind the plunder 
treaty of German imperialism concluded at Brest 
In 1917. The Versailles Treaty reduced the area of 
Germany by one-eighth and Its population by 6.-
000,000. Austria was divided into two and lost three­
fourths of its territory. Even as late as 1932, the 
Reparation Bank fl.xed Germany's indebtedness at 
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132,000.000,000 gold marks. The whole post-war 
period confirmed Lenin's prediction of 1920, accord­
ing to which the Versailles Treaty put some 250,000,­
ooo of human belngs, partly belonging to the most 
advanced countries, into such conditions that they 
fell ·'into colonial dependence, misery, starvation, 
ruin and deprivation of rights." 

Four great monarchies were overthrown ,by the 
first World War. Instead of five republican states. 
Europe found itself at the end of the war with a 
dozen, which proclaimed themselves M representa­
tives of democratic freedom. The treaty created 
20,000 kilometers of new frontiers, and the number 
of customs areas was increased from 26 to 35. The 
Versailles Treaty led to the territory of 5,4.00,000 
square kilometers westward of the frontier of the 
Soviet Union being divided among 32 EW"opcan 
states with a popuiation of 360,000,000, whi.le lhe 
Soviet Union Included 160,000,000 within its frontiers. 

IV. 

THE THANKS OF THE FATHERLAND 

During four and a half years the masses of 
toilers of every country sacrificed their lives and 
possessions on the altar of capitalist profit. During 
four and a half years they allowed themselves to 
be slaughtered and made into cripples, they allowed 
their wives and children to ton and rot in the hell 
of the armament factories, their fields to be laid 
waste and the basis of their existence destroyed. 
And all this happened during a period when the 
possessing class was pocketln~ rich war profits. 

"You are sure of the thanks of the Fatherland," 
they shrieked into the ears of the soldiers at the 
front and those left behind in the country. Fif­
teen years have passed since the ending of the 
World War, but the "thanks of the Fatherland" 
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have not yet made their appearance. Where is the 
soldier from the front, war invalid, war widow or 
war orphan who can say, ln what country can the 
work1ng class as a whole say, that they have been 
able to perceive and appreciate the " thanks of the 
fatherland"? 

When the masses of the workers returned from 
the front, they found the conditions of production 
and family relations at home undermined, the fac­
tory gates closed and a general increase of prices 
and taxes. The war brought with it a tremendous 
Intensification of the International class struggle. 
If, for the ruling class, the war was excellent busi­
ness, for the wide masses of the toilers it meant 
death. starvation, suffering and desperation. After 
four and a half years of unspeakable deprivations 
and death pertls, the soldiers from the front re­
turned home full of hate against the rulers .• Full 
of bate against the rulers were also the wives who 
had been left behind, robbed of their husbands 
and sons, subjected to the most shameless exploita­
tion in the hell of the munition fac~ories and left 
to suffer want and starvation. The question of 
revolution, the question of the political seizure of 
power by the proletariat. came onto the order of 
the day. The ruling class in those days would have 
been irretrievably lost if the leaders of the Second 
International had not taken up the historic task 
of acting as the "bloodhounds" of the bourgeoisie 
and crushing by force the struggles and strike ac­
tions. Jn Germany and Hungary, in Poland and 
Finland, in the Balkans and ln Czecho-Slovakia, 
the bourgeoisie answered the demands of the 
proletariat with mass terror and a mass blood­
bath. In the countries of the victors, in which it 
was declared: "the enemy will pay for everything," 
the tribute payments fl.owed Into the pockets of 
the French armament trusts and into the tre!l.$uries 
of the City of London and of Wall Street, New 
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York. From 1919 to 1923 a serious economic crisis 
raged which, after a short period of relative 
stabilizat ion, made way for the most intense of all 
economic crises which up to the present day pre­
vails in more or less violent form. 

The bourgeoisie in the conquered countries, who 
had been compelled by the Versailles powers to 
make heavy payments of tribute, shifted the pay­
ment of the costs or the war exclusively onto the 
shoulders of the masses of the people. Tbe res­
toration of the damage lnlllcted by war was a new 
profit-making business for the capitalists of all 
countries. For the toiling masses, however, the 
bw·den of taxation had never been anything like 
what it was in the post-war period. In the v1ctor­
countrles, the toilers waited In vain for the coming 
of a decisive improvement in their condition of 
life. , The mflat!on wave swept over the whole of 
Europe and plundered the workers and peasants, 
the employes and petty-bourgeois masses of their 
last penny. The workers had to pay for the restora­
tion of the capitalist production apparatus in the 
period of rela tive stabilization through rationaliza­
tion. which subjected them to a murderous system 
of exploitation. In so far as the bourgeoisie had 
made concessions out of fear of the social revolu­
tion , by granting the eight-hour day, social insur­
ance and certain pa.rllamentary rights, It now took 
these back again by means of a systematic, reac· 
tionary offensive. Mass unemployment became a 
permanent phenomenon. Some fifty million work­
ers were thrown on the streets for years, cheated 
of work and bread, and put off at best with a 
"dole" which was insufficl.ent either for life or 
death . The working youth on leaving school found 
the factory gates closed. They could not learn any 
productive occupation and entered manhood with­
out any prospects before them. Millions were con­
demned to short time, millions were robbed of 
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wages and relief. The bourgeoisie did not even 
halt a.t the scandalously mea.gre relief given to wa.r 
pensioners, war widows a.nd orphans, but system­
atically robbed them of their support. If the ex­
soldiers and war invalids dared to demonstrate they 
were met by the bourgeoisie with police bullets. 

In the post-war period In every country the 
toilers were subjected to mass suffering. Stones 
Instead of bread, that Is what the bourgeoisie pre­
sented to the toiling m~s. The "thanks of the 
fatherland" proved nothing but a bloody mockery. 

The more fiercely the economic crisis ra.ged, 
and the more it caused the revolutionary wave to 
mount, the more desperately the bourgeoisie clung 
to their tottering domination. The moment ar­
rived when the bourgeoisie could no longer con­
ceal its rule behind democratic screens, but was 
compelled to pass over to open fascis t dictatorship. 
The methods of bourgeois democracy became a. 
hindrance for finance capital, both in the struggle 
against the proletariat and In the question of prep­
aration for war and a new partition of the world. 
Fascism , which Social-Democracy had cultivated 
by its policy of the "lesser evil," grew out of the 
body of bourgeois democracy. During fourteen years, 
Social-Democracy had characterized the path of 
bourgeois democracy as the path of the working 
class toward freedom and power. With the fiasco 
of this path, with the ,bankruptcy of bourgeois dem­
ocracy, Lhe mass influence of the Social-Democratic 
leaders began to wane. Thus, the ruling class round 
itself compelled to support ltsel!, not primarily on 
Social-Democracy, but on fascism as well. 

If fascism has become, 1n the words of Stalin, 
"the most fashionable commodity among bourgeois 
politicians," the reason is not least of all because 
of Its great role In the preparation of the coming 
war. Chauvinism and the preparation of war as 
the mainsprings of foreign policy, and terrorist 
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suppression of the workers in the sphere of home 
policy as an Indispensable means for strengthening 
the rear in the coming war, take a central place in 
present-day Imperialist politics. J ust as the tran­
sition to terror internally is a sign of weakness of 
the bourgeoisie, so is also the transition to the 
open policy of war. The development of fascism 
has Immensely intensified the general danger of 
war. 

The establishment of open fascist dictatorship, 
the unleashing of an unheard of terror for the 
purpose of complete economic and political en­
slavement of the toiling population, was the crown­
ing achievement of the ''thanks of the fatherland." 
The heroes of yesterday became for the bourgeoisie 
the "submen" of today. 

Fascist dictatorship prevails in Germany and 
Italy, Poland and Austrla, in the Baltic cow1tries 
a.nd Hungary. It has robbed the tolling masses of 
their last rights and established a medieval regime 
of terror. Under the sign of the executioner's axe 
and the gallows, fascist dictatorship is attempting 
to save bourgeois class rule which has been shat­
tered. to solve the capitalist economic crisis at the 
cost of the masses and to find a way out through 
war adventures. It is not from strength but from 
weakness that the bourgeoisie has been forced to 
have recourse to Its last fascist reserves at the 
moment of the revolutionary upsurge. The bloody 
mass terror against its own toiling people is for the 
ruling class the consummation of the past war and 
the prelude to the coming war. Such are the 
"thanks of the fatherland ." 

v. 
NEVER AGAIN 

"The first and the last World War" was the 
slogan put forward when the imperialist peace was 
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concluded on the fields of Europe, which were 
strewn with rorpses and rUins. "No more war," 
was the cry on every First of May of the Social­
Democrats who but yesterday had voted the war 
credits. The tolling masses of the people were 
thirsting for peace and disarmament. 

Article I, paragraph 2, or the deceitful League 
of Nations Covenant laid down that only such 
states could become me.mbers of the League as ac­
cepted the reduction of armaments fixed by the 
League of Nations. Fifteen years have passed since 
the solemn proclamation of this principle, but in­
stead of disarmament the members of the League 
have gone forward to increased armament. 

The so-called disarmament negotiations or the 
League of Nations lasted from 1925 to 1933 and 
even today they have not yet come to a termina­
tion. The number of declamatory speeches, of ses­
sions, proposals and projects, has taken on bound­
les.5 ct1menslons. Mountains of dossiers have been 
accurnlllated. Long pauses were interpclaLed be­
tween the separate negotiations, ostensibly In order 
to make better preparation for the sessions. The 
elite of the world of bourgeois d1plomacy gathered 
at Geneva. The year 1932 was declared '"disarm­
ament celebration year." It was the memorable 
year in which the Geneva peace speeches were re­
inforced by the bursting of the shells from the 
Japanese bombing aitplanes. 

Up to today not a single soldier has been dis­
charged, not a single warship dispensed with, not 
a single airplane dismantled, not a penny spared 
from armament expenditure. Can one speak of 
the bankruptcy of Geneva on that account? Noth­
ing would be more incorrect! By making the League 
of Nations the guardians of disarmament. the Im­
perialists were, so to speak. setting up the wolf as 
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shepherd. As an executive instrument of the im­
perialists, the League of Nations could not and 
was not intended to encroach upon the apparatus 
of armed power of the bourgeoisie. Under cover 
or the Geneva peace screen, the governments of 
the capitalist countries succeeded in deceiving gen­
eral public opinion as to the seriousness of the 
war danger and in accelerating their own arma­
menLs without disturbance. Finally, the imperial­
ists declared that they were compelled to arm in 
the interests of "national security," referring cyni­
cally to Article 8 ol the Covenant of the League 
of Nations which makes disarmament dependent on 
the minimum amount of armaments compatible 
with national security and the execution of Inter­
national duties. Instead of creating the best se­
curity against war by general disarmament, as de­
manded by the Soviet government, the imperialists 
brought about security against disarmament, an 
armed peace. 

Each imperialist power looked on the struggle 
at Geneva as a stTUggle for disarmament of the 
others, a struggle for wlnning an increase of its 
O\\' ll milltary powers. The deceitful disarmament 
maneuvers only became Impossible when the sharp­
ening of the Imperialist antagonisms endowed the 
war danger with a new acute character. 

Japan and Germany, those two chief war-mak­
ing powers of the world, turned their backs on 
the conference. When the imperialists had already 
extensively armed themselves for war and now 
wanted to undertake their last war preparations 
without restrictions. they noted with hypocritical 
regret: The Disarmament Conference is bankrupt. 
The Geneva Conference became a new source of 
Incessant conftlcts whlch further stimulated the 
lmperiallst antagonisms. The Geneva Disarmament 
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Conference proved to be a stage in the progress to 
war of the imperialist groupings. The Geneva Dis­
armament Conference has encountered the same 
fate as that peace committee in the year 1912, of 
which the symposium published In Zurich, 1932, by 
the Inter-Parliamentary Union, under the title of 
"What. would a new war be like?" records. 

Immediately before the war a very representa­
tive special committee was set up and entrusted 

· with the task of examining the technical side of 
the problem; but the committee was prevented by 
the outbreak of the World War In 1914 from taking 
up its activity. 

Let us take the question of naval disarmament. 
The Washington conference of 1921-22 laid down a 
definite proportion for the strength of the fleets 
of the five leading Great Powers. It limited the 
construction of heavy battleships, forbade the build­
ing of new naval bases and agreed upon a united 
actlor. of the powers in China. The London Con­
ference of 1930, in continuation of the Washington 
Conference, was intended to limit also the smaller 
units such as cruisers, destroyers and submarines 
which are decisive for a future naval war. And 
what was the result of these two disarmament con­
ferences ? The naval building yards working at 
high pressure, the launching of warship after war­
ship, war fleets consisting predominantly of new 
vessels, general feverish competition in naval arm­
aments, the Pacific Ocean converted into a huge 
naval base and the chief hearth of the war con­
flagration of 1934. 

Then came the treaty of Locarno. With the 
"spirit of Locarno,'' the war period was supposed 
to have come to a final conclusion and the prom­
ised era of peace to have begun. Had Aot the 
hereditary enemies, Germany and France, become 
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reconciled for ever and ever by renouncing any 
alteration of frontiers or employment of force? No 
less than seven treaties were concluded, in order, 
it was alleged, to protect the partners "from the 
scourge of war" and to "provide for peaceful settle­
ment of all conflicts which might possibly arise 
between them." The International Court of Arbitra­
tion was given the sublime task or arbltrattng on 
all disputes between the nations. At the same time, 
however, the Locamo treaty envisaged a united 
advance of the powers against the Soviet Union. 
Crowned with the Nobel Peace Prize and accom­
panied by the Hosannab paeans of the Social­
Democratic press, stresemann. Briand and Cham­
berlain returned from Locamo. 

VI. 

THE EVAPORATED " SPIRIT OF LOCARNO" 

Since the conclusion of the Locarno Treaty, hardly 
ten years have passed. The "Spirit of Locarno" 
bas, however, long since evaporated. German fas­
cism is pursuing an Intense policy of rearmament in 
order to replace the French Versailles by a German 
Versailles. French imperialism. for Its part, is 
firmly resolved to defend its Versailles booty against 
Germany by all the means of armed force. The cry 
for military sanctions against Germany is once 
again resounding In France, the eastern frontier of 
which has been t ransformed Into an unbroken fort­
ress wall. The Saar territory ha.s become a new 
Alsace between Germany and France. The com­
pletion of Western Locarno by an Eastern Locarno 
Is no longer talked of. Britain, which signed the 
Locarno Treaty In order to set bounds to Germany's 
expansion towards the west, iS the leading !orce In 
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preventing any Eastern Locarno. British imperial­
ism has no objection to an alteration of frontiers 
in the east at llie expense of the Soviet Union. The 
dreams of Pan-Europe and of the United States of 
Europe have long since come to an end. If in 1914, 
the Balkans represented a hearth of war, in 1934, 
the whole of Balkanized Europe represents a hearth 
of war conflagration. 

The "Outlawry" of War 
Let us not forget that the Imperialists have even 

"outlawed" war. No less than 15 powers solemnly 
signed the Kellogg Pact in 1928 and thereby de­
clared war to be outlawed. The renunciation of war 
as a means of national poUcy-that was the official 
contents of the Kellogg Pact. According to Article 
2 of the Pact, the signatories agreed •·that the set­
tlement or solution of all disputes or conflicts, from 
whatever cause, which might arise between them. 
shall never be solved by other than peaceful means." 
The powers attached In advance so many reserva­
tions to the Kellogg Pact, they reserved so much 
"freedom of action" for themselve , that the whole 
worthlessness of the agreement becomes obvious. 
War is to be outlawed? Yes, but not war against 
the colonial peoples. War is to be outlawed? All 
right, but not the war against the proletariat. War 
ls to be outlawed? But, of course, in no case war 
against Bolshevik Russia! We are ready to outlaw 
war, but of rourse, "wars of dt:fense" will be permit· 
ted. By 1932 the number of signatories to the Kel· 
logg Pact had risen to 62. It was the same year 
in which the flames of war broke out In the Far 
East and In Latin America . ... 

Even today, when the post-war period has long 
passed int-0 a new pre-war period, the imperialists 
are conclucling "peace pacts." After the Four Power 
Pact, the fiasco of which was obvious after only a 
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year, came the organizational pact of the Little 
Entente whlch represented its closer military union. 
This was followed by tne Three-Powt!r Agreement 
of Mussolini, ;:hich resulted in the creation of .i war 
bloc between Italy, Austria and Hungary, and which 
is directed towards South-East Europe. Finally, 
Hitler ll1msel! concluded a non-aggression pact wlth 
Poland, the object of which is to obtain a breathing 
space for the purpose of adequate arming of Ger­
many and the establishment of a united front of 
intervention against the Soviet Union. 

All Hate U.S.S.R. 
The German-Polish non-aggression pact is a typi­

cal example of the possibility which exists at all 
times for a temporary agreement between the im­
perialists, In spite of the existing insoluble antagon­
isms between them. The common hatred of the 
Soviet Unlon forms the central axis around which 
the imperialist powers are gathering. The conclu­
sion of the German-Polish non-aggression pact 
aimed not at safeguarding peace, but at the crea­
tion, with British assistance, of an intervention 
bloc for which It was intended to win the fascist 
military dictatorships of the Baltic countries as 
immediate allles. German fascism has rejected the 
guarantee pact !or the independence of the Baltic 
countries proposed by the Soviet Union In the same 
way as Japan has refused the Soviet proposal of 
a non-aggression pact. German fascism regards the 
Baltic region not only as its future colony but also 
as a bridge for its crusade towards the Soviet East. 

The system of non-aggression pacts was intro­
duced by the Soviet government and could only 
be put through by It against the sharpest resistance 
of the lmperialists. Thus, the non-aggression pact 
concluded between the Soviet Union and Poland in 
1932 has behind It a ten years' history of incessant 
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sabotage on the part of the Imperialists. Today, the 
Soviet government ls able to point to a whole series 
of non-aggression and peace pacts which have been 
proposed and carried through by it. The im­
perialist war blocs would have long ago come into 
operation if lt had not been for the peace maneu­
vers of the Soviet Union, which have put the great­
est di:fHcuJties in their way. 

When two people do the same thing, it Is still 
not the same thing. When t.he imperialists conclude 
non-aggression pacts, they are only making maneu­
vers in order by this means to deceive the masses 
as to their real intentions and to gain time for a 
bet ter preparation for war. I mperialism Is as little 
able to renounce war as a beast of prey can re­
nounce its predatory activities. In full agreement 
with the world proletariat, the Soviet Government 
Is well aware that the roots of imperialist war are 
not to be eradicated by paper treaties. The Im­
perialists will tear up even their most sacred treaties 
without a scruple if the moment seems to them 
suitable for so doing. 

The conclusion of non-aggression pacts between 
the Soviet Union and the imperialist states renders, 
it is true, the war plans of the Imperialists more 
difficult to realize, but does not decrease in the 
sl!ghtest degree the seriousness o! the danger of 
intervention. Only the most intense revolutionary 
struggle of the masses of workers in all countries 
will safeguard the real content of the system of 
non-aggression pacts of the Soviet Union as a guar­
antee of peace. 

VII . 

WAR PREPARATIONS INCREASE 

The whole profundity and complication of the 
internal contradictions are broUght out in the 
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question of the development of their war prepara­
tions. However much, for example, Italy bas need 
of Germany's help against France it is equally as 
much against the union of Germany and Austria 
and against a common German-Italian frontier. 
However trongly Great Britain feels itself united 
with Japan In hatred of the Soviet Union and the 
colonial revolution, It is equally strongly driven by 
the Japanese economic offensive to a trade war with 
Japan. However much Hitler Germany would like 
to advance against Lhe Soviet Union in unison with 
Poland. still It has not the slightest thought of 
giving up its claim to Upper Silesia and the Pol!sh 
Corridor. However sharp the contradictions which 
are driving the lmperlallsts Into a war against each 
other, they would prefer to put off such a war and 
settle their differences at the expense of the Soviet 
Union . The compllcated character of the situa­
tion evokes continual vacillations In the Imperialist 
camp and this very uncertainty is a further factor 
against peace. 

In 1934, the worla has had fifteen years experi­
ence of the "era of peace." Was It a concatenation 
of unfortunate accidents that the pacifist "era of 
peace" has turned out to be a most pronounced 
era of war and that every "peace conference" and 
every "peace pact" has given rise to new contra­
dictions, new con!Ucts, new war dangers and ac­
celerated rates of arming? Not at all! Pacifism 
bas not failed. rather It has proved Itself the best 
means of the imperialist war-makers for the decep­
tion of the masses. Behind the so-called peace 
conferences and peace pacts of the post-war period 
stood the new grouping of the imperialist powers, 
their advance to a new war. There never was so 
much talk of peace at any time as In the post­
war period and never did general competition in 
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armaments assume such a feverish character as In 
the "era of peace" of the League of Nations. 

These Fifteen Yea rs 

Fifteen years have passed since the end of the 
World War. years that have been under the 
sign of the liquidation of the first world war and 
the simultaneous preparation of the second. Dur­
ing these fifteen years of "peace," a chronological 
table would show I.he following picture: 

1919, Intervention of the Czechs, Rumania and 
the South Slavs against Soviet Hungary. 

1919-20, Intervention of Poland and the border 
states against Soviet Russia. 

1919-25, the Spanish War against the Riff in 
North Africa. 

1920, Poland occupies Vilna. 
1921-23, Greek-Turkish War. 
1921-25, British War against the Wahabltes 1n 

Arabia. 
1922, Japan occupies Vladivostok; the Irish 

rising ngainst England. 
1923, Lithuania occupies the Memel region; the 

Entente occupies the Ruhr. 
1925-26, French war against the Jebel Druses 

in Syria. 
1925-26. Spanish-French punitive exped1tion 1n 

North Africa. 
1926, U. S. A. intervenes In Nicaragua. 
1927, Italy's temporary seizure of Corfu; Dutch 

regime of terror in Indonesia. 
1927-34, Seven expeditions against Soviet China. 
1930, French punitive expedition against the 

Annamites in Indo-Chma. 
1930-31, British colonial war in Burma and 

Northwest Indja. 

29 



1931, Italy occupies Tripol1 region. 
1931-32, Japan occupies Manchuria; fig"hting at 

Shanghai; French war in Morocco. 
1932-33, Japan-Chinese wa,r; War between Peru 

and Col(]ITibia ; War between Bolivia and Paraguay. 
1933, France occupies Yunnan, and nine South 

Sea Islands; Britain advances into T:!bet. 
1934, Spanish-French war against North Africa 

tribes; War in Arabia; Japanese advance into 
Mongolia. 

• • 
Thirty military actions in fifteen years. Thirty 

wars under the auspices of the League of Na­
tions. We can ask, has that been peace? No, 
th.is first world war, which passed over into wars 
of intervention against Soviet Russia and Soviet 
Hungary, into colonial wars against the awaken­
ing peoples of Asia and Africa and into civil wars 
ag-ainst the toilers, this world war has in reality 
led only to an armed peace. Where 111 all this 
was the League of Nations Covenant, the Locarno 
Treaty, the outlawing of war and a.greement for 
peace? 

From 1917 to 1920 Soviet Russia was immersed 
in war by the armies of world imperialism. M'ore 
than once In ti'le course of the last fifteen years a 
new intervention has been Imminent, more than 
onc:e the impertallsts have conjured up the danger 
of a new world conflagration. From 1919 to 1934 
the colonial and semi-colonial world was shaken 
by the plundering expeditions of the impe1 ialLsts. 
Waves of national revolution mounted high in 
Chma an:J seized on India and Indonesia. For 
fifteen years there has been incessant war in the 
colomes. The French shooting in Damascus alonf' 
lef t behind a thousand dead. In Iraq and in 
Morocco, war has never ceased. Hundreds have 

;o 



been killed in the "promlsed land" of Palestine 
and in Egypt. The imperialists have poured out 
seas of blood In China, Inclia and in Indonesia. 
The Latin-American continent. where the advance­
guard fighting between American and British Im­
perialism has taken place, was never tranquil; in­
surrections and wars followed one after the other. 

Did not the actions of the imperialists agalnst 
the oppressed national minorities in "civilized" 
Europe bear a resemblance to wars? Did not the 
massacres in Macedonia and Carpatho-Russla, the 
suppression of the risings ln Ireland, the pogroms 
against J ews in RumanJa, the Polish Uhlan ex­
peditions in West Ukraine and "pacification ex­
peditions" in Westem White Russia cost tens of 
thousands of lives, convert whole villages into 
smoking heaps of ruins and lead to humiliating 
oppressive decrees? Do not the occupants of the 
regions of national minorities still today live as 
in an enemy country? 

From ' the robbery of Bessarabia by Rumania, 
of Vilna by Poland, of Memel by Lithuania, right 
up to the occupation of the Ruhr, from the sharp 
conflict over Danzig and Austria up to the recent 
struggle over the Saar region and the war advance 
of the Japanese. there has occurred an endiess 
chain of war onslaughts, robberies and conflicts 
which have again and again threatened the out­
break of war. The Italo-Jugoslavlan frontier con­
flict almost led to wa.r. The incessant friction be­
tween Danzig and Poland caused Matshal Foch 
to designate the Polish Corridor as the future 
theatre of war of Europe. The problem of Austria 
has threatened to become the Sarajevo of the 
second world war. The struggle over the Danube 
area and the Balkans raised the antagonism be­
tween France, Italy and Germany almost to boil-
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Ing point. and drew the whole of South Eastern 
Europe into the main stream or war. 

The struggle of the German bourgeoisie for the 
revision of the Versailles Treaty became t.he focal 
point of all the war dangers in Europe. German 
fascism has converted the whole country into a mili­
tary barracks and seeks to buy from world capital­
ism a revision of the Versailles Treaty by offering 
Its hlred services against the Soviet Union. German 
fascism hastens the formation of its front of inter­
vention , since It hopes in this way most easily to 
arrive at the fulfillment of the predatory plans of its 
politics of force. "Space In the East" is the slogan 
of the Brown murder fascism, the slogan under 
which it is attempting to organize the crusade of 
world capital against the country of free socialist 
labor. At t.he London world Economic Conference, 
Hugenberg handed over a memorandum In the name 
of the Hitler government In which the following was 
put forward for overcoming the world economi'.: 
crisis : 

"The ~ond means would be to give the na­
tions whlch lack pace territories which will 
permit them to hand over a colonlza.tlon regfon 
to an energetic and creative race where th y 
could accomplish great work on behalf of peace . 
. . . War, revolution and internal chao are the 
cause of this phenomenon. In Russia and a. 
great part of the East this process of destruction 
is continuing up to the present moment. A halt 
mu t be called to it." 

The proposal for the colonization of the Soviet 
Unlon which is contained In the Hugenberg plan 
today still corresponds to Hitler's Ideas. In the 
Daily Expre , Hitler demands the right of ex­
panding Into the wide territories on Germany's 
eastern frontier in order to make use of those aux:lli-
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ary sources which under Bolshevism are lying fallow. 
Hitler declares that this is the only possibility of 
saving Germany and Europe from going under. In 
order to reach this counter-revolutionary goal, Hitler 
ls ready to make an agreement with the devil him­
self. Wben Her.ve proposed a Franco-German mili­
tary alUance against the Soviet Union, Hltler re­
garded the proposed alliance as too narrow and he 
answered: 

"Precisely in view of the enonnous danger 
threa tening all civiJi:ied countries, I consider the 
conclusion of a military a llian ce limited to two 
ta les as very dangerous. Every doubt which 

can be a t tached to the inner meaning of this 
a llia nce weakens the sum total of fore which 
can be set up against Bolshevism. Preci ely on 
account of this da nger, I consider t he drawing 
of Britain, America, Ita ly and J apan into this 
front of anti-Bolshevik resistance to be indis ­
pensable." 
Hitler offers his services for sale particularly to 

the British bourgeoisie in order to bring about a 
German-British military alliance against the Sovet 
Union. Of the 25 points of the National -Socialist 
program, there is only one which has not been 
broken by HiUer, namely, point three, which de­
mands lands for the Third Empire, and. therefore, 
blatently brings out the imperialist character of 
German fascism. Hardly was fascism in power be­
fore the fascist dictatorial regime went over to an 
aggressive anti-Soviet policy. It is no wonder 
therefore, that the Ko::lnische Ze itung of June 25, 
1932, could write: 

"In no other country have the recent even ts 
in Germa.ny evoked o much sympathy a in 
Japan ." 
In a report in the Deutsche Algeme.ine Zeitung 

(March 26, 1932), it Is remarked: 
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"Japan desires a well-armed Germany and 
sees in Hitle r the trongest opponent of Marxism 
a nd Bolshevism." 

Why, we may ask, does Japan desire a well­
armed Germany? Shall the Gennan Reichswehr 
perhaps assist in protecting the former German 
South Sea Islands against American battle cruisers? 

Or shall not rather well-armed ~rmany, together 
with J a panese imperialism. encircle the Soviet 
Union? Ever more clearly have the contours of 
German-Japanese Mfr lendship" shown themselves 
to be the contours or an anti-Soviet war bloc In 
which Great Britain appears as the third member 
of the alliance. 

In the post-war period, a gigantic struggle set 
in between Britain and America. Britain had got 
rid of the commercial and naval competition of im­
perial Germany and had exchanged it for the far 
more powerful competition of American Imperial­
ism, which emerged from the war as creditor of 
the whole world. The Anglo-American struggle for 
world domination found expression in the struggle 
for the settlement of the war debts, for dom.lna­
tlon of Canada and AustraJja and the Far Eastern 
and South American markets, and in the compe­
tition of naval armaments. The development of 
Anglo-American contradictions in the past years has 
brought the world to the brink of a new war prec­
ipice. 

Fascist Italy also is raging against the Ver­
sailles Treaty, which awarded her too small a share 
of the booty. More than once the two "Latin sis­
ter nations" have threatened to come into collision 
because France has stood as an obstacle in the way 
of the Italian drive for expansion in the Mediter­
ranean, in North Africa and In the Balkans. 

With the advance of the Japanese troops, the 
struggle for the repartition of the world by means 
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of armed force was put concretely on the order of 
the day. Japanese Imperialism seized Manchuria., 
with Its 30,000,000 inhabitants, it commenced a. war 
against China with aerial ,bombs and poison gases, 
it prepared the occupation of Mongolia and con­
verted Manchuria into a strategical base for an 
onslaught against the Soviet Union. The Japanese 
attack bas ushered in the new partition of China 
and has led to an extraordinary Intensification of 
all the antagonisms in the Pacific. The quest,lon 
of a Japanese-American war has assumed an acute 
character. The preparation for a decisive armed 
struggle for domination in the Pacific constitutes 
the basic content of Japanese-American relations. 
Great Britain also has been seriously bit by the 
violent Japanese economic offensive in the whole 
of the British Empire and by Japanese expansion 
in the Pacific. Once more peace has become de­
pendent on chance. 

Filteen years of so-called peace have passed, 
years which have been filled with the most intense 
conflicts, war dangers and preparations for war, 
15 years in which bitter trade wars have been 
raging such as have always proved to be the fore­
runners of armed conflicts. 

The ending of the first world war did not bring 
tranquility and peace to the wide masses of the 
toiling people, either in the countries of the con­
querors or of the conquered. Britain sacrificed 1n 
the war 750,000 dead, twice as many wounded, 
!8,000,000,000 war expenditure, a tenfold increlll)C 
of the national debt and the loss of over 2,000 ships 
with a tonnage of about 8,000,000. And what was 
the result? Great Britain, which went forward m 
order to safeguard Its world dominion '1.gainst all 
competition, had to cede the first place In the. world 
market to the United States. It is tru<>, German 
hegemony on the continent of Europe has been 
broken, but in its place has come French hege-
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mony with Its serious air threat to the island king­
dom. The proud structure of the Br1tish Empire is 
marked by cracks and fissures. The British budget 
deficit In 1931-32 amounted to £37,000,000. The 
decline of the British Empire, the proud victor of 
the World War, was clearly expressed in its depar­
ture from the principle of free trade and the g!vm~ 
up of the gold standard. At the end of the war 
mlllions of workers found themselves on the streets 
and even today the factory gates have not opened 
to them. The burden of taxation has mounted 
steadily. That the position of the victorious states 
in Ea.stern and Southeastern Europe has been an 
extremely de perate one in the post-war period, Is 
well known to all. 

Duxing these 15 years there has been neither 
tranqullity nor peace. Bloody war has been fol­
lowed by armed peace. The struggle over the prepa­
ration of the second world war has developed 
directly out of the struggle over the liquidation of 
the first world war. During these 15 years, the im­
perialists used the peace as a breathing space for 
better preparation of a new war, of a second inter­
vention. Under imperialism, war and peace are 
two sides of the same medal. 

In August, 1934 

Exactly two decades have passed since red 
posters and the shrill call of the bugles proclaimed 
general mobilization. Two decades which have wit­
nessed the first world war and Versailles, the col­
lapse of four monarchies, the first Soviet Republics 
in the world, the fascist reign of terror and the 
most tremendous ot a.II economic catastrophes. The 
awakening of the colonial peoples, the construction 
of a new socialist society is bound up with these 
two decades. 

Only two decades, but In them the wheel of 
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world history has revolved at furious speed. Bour­
geois society. condemned to destruction and lying 
at its last gasp, hurtles into the ravine w1th the 
gathering speed of an avalanche and there Is no 
power on earth that can save it. Ever shorter be­
come the intervals between the separate crises and 
conflicts, ever deeper traces are left behind by the 
economic and political catastrophes in the severely 
tested body of the capitalist social order. 

August 1934. Once again the mood of August 
1914 prevails. The international situation is sti-a.ined 
to the utmost. The principle which held until 1929, 
according to which there would be no large-scale 
war during the next ten years, today no longer 
holds---so declared Mr. Churchill to the House of 
Commons as a justification for England increasing 
Its armaments. And indeed the situation In the 
summer of 1934 bears all the marks of the eve of 
a great world conflagration. All the agreements 
made after the first world war have become scraps 
of paper, all the pacts have been torn to pieces. 
The partition of the world on the basis of the al­
teration in the relations of power after the first 
world war has proved to be out of date. The Wash­
ington Agre'ement, like the Versailles Treaty, has 
now only historical value. The struggle for the new 
partition of the world in the summer of 1934 is in 
full swing, the plunder of Manchuria acting as the 
stone which is setting the second world war into 
motion. In August 1934 it must be clear to all 
toilers that the blood of the ten million victims of 
the first world war was shed only on behalf of 
capital. 

A straight road leads from August 1914 to Au­
gust 1934. The first world war shook capitalist 
society to its foundation. and made a great breach 
in the Imperialist world system, but it st111 did not 
bring with It the final and complete overthrow of 
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this society. Because private property and the 
means of production remained in existence outside 
the Soviet Union, because the capitalist economic 
anarchy led to new serious contradictions. because 
the first world war accumulated new inflammable 
materials, mankind is confronted today by the grin­
ning spectre of a second world war. Capitalism­
is war. 

Today It is clearer than ever that imperialist 
pear.e is only a continuation of imperialist war by 
other means. that war is a normal phenomenon of 
capitalism. The whole c1pitaEst world has been 
transformed into a single armed camp and In the 
utmost haste is making the last preparations for 
the daily possible, daily awaited slaughter. Just as 
in 1914. so today it is said to be a question of the 
"salvation of democracy," "national security and 
national interests." the freedom of the seas and 
unpeopled spaces for the people who have no space. 

Already the barometer of the shares of the 
bloody armament international ls mountin~ fever­
ishly upwards and announces new profitable deals 
in death. 

According to a stateme'.1t in the North American 
Revi w. anyone who searches for a practical way 
of bringing back the good old times to the world 
will find only one method. viz., a new war which 
would last longer. and be more deadly and ex']Jen­
sive than the last one. The only alternative is a 
return to cannibalism. 

It is not often that the masses of the people 
are able to listen to such cynical confessions as 
that which finds expres ion here. In whichever di­
rection one looks. one encounters the spectre of war. 
Sir Austen Chamberlain drily records that the posi­
tion in Europe. public opinion and the actlon.s of 
the governments are today more threatening to 
peace than at any time since the ending of the 

38 



World War, while Mussolini pathetically declares 
that war Is an accompaniment of the evolution of 
humanlty and that war Is to the man what mother­
hood is to the woman. "I not only do not believe 
in perman nt peace, but I find the thought of per­
mar:ent peace a depressing one. Permanent peace 
is a denhl of the fundamental human virtues whlch 
only attain their full expression through bloody 
exertion of force." Thus, Mussol!nl announced In 
the summer of 1934, amid the applause of his as­
sembled satellites. 

"We do not say that it is certain!) war, but we 
do say that it looks as if it was coming to the 
next war:· writes the organ of the French general 
staff. L'Echo d Paris. The correspondent of the 
Evening tandard, on his return from the Conti­
nent, recently reported that in well-informed circles 
of Berlin, Paris and Warsaw, all the talk was about 
the moment of outbreak or the field of operation 
of the next European war. 

Finally, we may note what ts written by the 
Pester Lloyd: 

"Everyone In Europe Is sg,ylng to himself : a new 
war would be sulcldal madness. And yet every­
one has the Instinctive feeling that such a danger 
is imminent. It ts exactly as It was lo the spring 
of 1914. At that time, on every side in Europe 
people were dominated by fear of war and from 
this fear of war, war resulted by Inevitable neces­
sity. 

"Today Europe again constitutes a great powder 
barrel. And around this powder barrel sparks are 
incessantly flying which alight now here and now 
there, and of which a single one Is sufficient to 
blow into the air the whole of the stored-up ex­
plosive materials." 

It ls exactly as it was In the spring of 1914, 
says this bourgeois paper. And. in fact, exactly as 
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in 1914, the war parties are pressing forward, but 
the imperialists talk and talk or peace and wa.sh 
their hands with a gesture of innocence in order 
to make an alibi in good time for themselves for 
the judgment of the world. Exactly as In 1914, the 
capitalist world In 1934 stands fully armed for war, 
even if It is still making the last preparations. 
Exactly as m 1914, the imperialist powers stand 
in arms, split into hostile camps, partly allied by 
secret war alliances and ready at any moment to 
hw·l themselves on their adversary and on their 
prey. Whether It is a question of Japanese or Ger­
man fascism, of French or Anglo-Saxon "dem­
ocracy," of big powers or little "neutrals"-they all 
stand so heavily armed that It would be no wonder 
If they were to celebrate the twentieth anniversary 
or the outbreak of the war in the trenches. 

"Remember the imperialist war."' cried Lenin to 
the tolling masses of the people In every country. 
Very well then, on the twentieth anniversary of 
the outbreak of war, remember more than ever the 
first imperialist war, Its causes and victims, Its his­
tory and Its results! Remember that the war made 
the rich still richer, but the poor still poorer! Re­
member that the war brought, not tranquiUty and 
peace. not work and bread, but new conflicts and 
struggle, new suffering and new oppression! Re­
member that the first world war will be followed 
by a second world war unless the wide masses of 
toilers at the eleventh hour deliver the death blow 
to the imperialist Moloch! 

VIII. 

THE WORLD IN ARMS 

"In the presen t position, Europe Is condemned 
to destruction l! It begins an armament race." de-
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clared the French Prime Minister Daladier in Parlia­
ment, in the calm certainty that hi country was 
sufficiently armed. What, however, ls the appear­
ance, not of Europe, but of the whole capitalist 
world on the twentieth anniversary of the outbreak 
of war? An armament competition unknown in the 
pre-war period has been established and the whole 
capitalist world converted Into an armed camp 
bristling with weapons. 

The standing armies of the five leading imperial­
ist big powers have grown from 1,541,500 men in 
1914 to 2,123,500 men in 1934. Looked at superficially 
this enlargement of the armies does not appear so 
very great. Actually, however, the present-day 
armies cannot be compared with the armies of the 
pre-war period either quantitatively or qualitatively. 
The five leading big powers, which in 1934 con­
trolled eight millions of trained reserves have today 
a reserve army of twenty mlJllon men behind them. 
To this must be added the further reserve of millions 
consisting of fascist and semi-mllltary organiZattons. 
Thus, Germany has besides its regular army of 
350,000 men (Reichswehr and poUce) a further re­
serve of one million men from the World War, and 
yet a further million from the fascist storm troops. 
Strongly milltarized police armies and colonial armies 
and the milltartzatlon of women ~nd youth, have 
strengthened the 1mper1al1st armies by several rru.l­
lion more. The standing armies, half of which con­
sist of professional soldiers have an enormous fight­
ing force at their disposal; the framework of their 
organization can absorb millions of reserves. The 
number of reserves embodied in all t.he fascist unions 
In t.he world would amount today to about ten 
million men. 

Of even wider import ls the revolution in the 
sphere of the technique of war, of firing capacity 
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and the mobility of armies. If, for example, an 
American division ln 1914 could fire 163,000 shots 
per minute from its guns and machine-guns, or 
a French division 103,000 shots, today they could 
fire 442,000 and 212,000 shots respectively. The fir­
ing capacity of an American division has thus been 
increased by 258 per cent and that of a French 
division by 206 per cent. If the German army 
alone during t.he World War fired 286,000,000 shells 
and 8,000,000,000 cartridges, one can get an idea 
of the material which will be used ln the coming 
war when three times the amounts used In the 
past war will be consumed and correspondingly 
more victims claimed. While In the course or the 
Franco-German War of 1870-71 about half a million 
shells were used up, the fighting on the Somme 
alone required a million shel1s. But what will the 
coming war be like, when one takes into account 
that an American division which in 1914 fired 8.1 
tons out of all its guns, today is able to fire 17.6 
tons? 

The engine in an automobile, tank and aero­
plane wiU be the heart of the future war. The 
average dally marching capacity of twenty-five 
kilometers for a division can be increased to 200 
kilometers by motor-lorry transport, as a result 
of which the fighting capacity of the soldiers has 
been considerably raised. The motorization ol the 
French army has, for example, advanced so far 
that a possible destruction of the entire French 
railway network would lead to no delay In the ad­
vance of the army. Even the development o! the 
tank weapon has made enormous progress. The 
first tank attack in 1917 was even then able to 
accomplish Jn three hours what would otherwise 
have required three months. Today, France alone 
possesses 8,400 tanks, I.e., more than all the powers 
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together at the end of the war. The heavy, nin&ty 
ton tanks carry two guns, two howitzers, 18 
machine-guns and up to 100 men, and represent 
real mobile fortresses. 

"I have for a long time been convinced that 
the decision in future wars will be brought about 
by the aerial weapon." This conviction of the 
former Italian air-minister Balbo is shared by 
nearly all soldiers and reflects itself in the com­
prehensive aerial armaments. The number of war 
aeroplanes has been doubled in the period 1923-33. 
Today, the total number of war planes amounts to 
16,796 with reserves of about 25,000 planes. Tbe 
transition to mass production has today been pre­
pared for and assured to the last detail. The fig­
ures of bomb-carrying capacity have been quad­
rupled within the period mentioned above. Today, 
the bombing aeroplanes of the five leading great 
powers can carry ten times as many bombs as 
were dropped by the German air force during the 
whole period of the war. The techn1cal advances 
of war aviation come crowding on one another. 
Speeds of 400 kilometers per hour, climbing capa­
cities of 8,000 meters in seven minutes, transport 
posslbillthis of 100 soldiers with full equipment and 
effective range of 1,000 kilometers, have today be­
come an ordinary phenomenon. 

In recent weeks, aerial armaments have un­
dergone a renewed accelerat.ion. Hitler Germany 
will suon belong to the first aerial powers of Europe. 
France has allotted about ten thousand million 
francs for aerial armaments during 1930-34. In 
England, the well-known instigator of interven­
tion, Lord Rothermere, demanded the construction 
of 25,000 aeroplanes; the British air budget for 
1934 has been increased by £135,000, compared with 
1933 to a figure of £17,561,000, in order to build 
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four new squadrons. America has adopted a con­
struction plan for doubling Its air fleet consisting 
of 2,000 units. 

In the sphere of naval armaments also. the 
imperialist powers are developing feverish etforts. 
On May 15, 1914, the five leading great Powers 
possessed 1.453 ships with 4,806,710 tons. Although 
this naval power had sunk to half by the end of 
the war, and the Washington Conference limited 
the construction of heavy battleships, these powers 
built altogether 618 ships of 1,843,533 tons during 
1922-32, so that on May 15. 1932. they again had 
at their disposal more than 1,393 vessels with a 
tonnage of 4,138,130. This navy contains not only 
50 per cent of new constructions but also pre­
dominantly consists of smaller, more mobile units 
with simultaneously an unheard of increased fight­
ing capacity and enlarged radius of action through 
the carrying of war planes. For the development 
of naval armaments in the post-war period, the 
following table is of special interest. It gives the 
expenditure of armaments in ~he last decade be­
fore the war In comparison with the first decade 
after the war Un gold marks) : 

Country 

England ..... . 
America . ..... . 
Japan ....... . 
France ....... . 
Italy . . ....... . 

Total ... 

1905-14 

7 ,991,910,000 
5,308,946,000 
1,589,731.000 
3,191.350,000 
1,747,032,000 

19,828,969,000 

1922-32 

11,440,486.000 
14,621 ,541 ,000 
5 ,:305, 743.000 
3.397,041,000 
2,157,026,000 

36,921,637,000 

The expendltw·e of the five leading naval 
powers in the first decade of the World War ls 
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seen to be over 17,000,000,000 gold marks higher 
than in the last decade before the World War! 
Since, also, Germany during this time expended 
1,500,000,000 gold marks on naval armaments and 
since numerous subsidiary and colonial fleets have 
come Into being, It can be said that up to the end 
of 1932, some 40,000,000,000 gold marks had been 
expended. If the naval conference for prolonging 
the Washington Treaty Is convened in 1935, the 
total balance of naval expenditure for the post­
war period up to then may be given at the hand­
some sum of 59,000,000,000 gold marks. 

The real competition In naval armaments has 
only set in since the entry of the Japanese into 
Manchuria and the struggle which has consequent­
ly flared up in the Paclflc. In 1933, the five lead­
ing Great Powers had 626,000 tons In construc­
tion. Slnce then the British naval budget has 
been raised by £3 ,000,000 compared with 1933 to a 
total of £56,550,000, and covers, among other things, 
the building of seven new cruisers. America's five­
year plan foresees the construction of 102 ships at 
an expenditure of $500,000,000. Japanese naval 
plans are to be reallzed in three stages, with a total 
expenditure of $605,000,000. Italy at the present 
moment has 22 submarines as well as numerous 
other units under construction. The naval budget 
of Germany for 1934 has risen to 236,243,200 marks. 
And all this ls in the Ln~erest of the "freedom of 
the seas." 

That the mad competition In armaments on the 
part of the imperialists must devour inconceivable 
sums Is obvious. In 1868 the whole world expended 
$460,000,000 on armaments; forty years later, in 
1908, this amount had risen to $1 ,455,000,000, and 
in 1913 it had gone further to $2,531,000,000. In the 
past-war period, however, expenditure on arma­
ments even according to the official data, which 
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are underestimated, a.mounted to the following 
sums: 

1925 .. ........ ..... .... . .... . .... .... ...... .... $3.497,000,000 
1926 .... ........... ······ .... . .. .: .. .. .... ... 3,557,000,000 
1927 .... ...... ........ ...... .... .. ............ .... .. 3,837,000,000 
1928 ... ............... ....... .... ...... ... . ..... . 3,950,000,000 
1929 ..... ... ... .... ...... .... .. .... ... 4,107.000,000 
1930 .... ... ............... .... ..... .... . .. .... 4,128,000,000 
1931 .... ............... ... .... ... .. ............ ..... .. 4,440,000,000 
1932 .. ........ ....... .... .... ... .... .. ... .... 5,000,000,000 

From the time of rbe Geneva Disarmament 
Conference meeting in 1925 up to the so-called dis­
armament celebration year of 1932, i. e., in a period 
of eight years, the official war budgets have 
amounted to a total sum of $32.476,000,000. From 
the end of 1919 to the end of 1934, the official 
armamen• budgets, which represent a very incom­
plete picture, would show a total sum of 
$50,000,000.000. 

When. however, the American delegation to the 
Geneva Conference claimed $450,000, i. e., a per­
centage of the armament budget for their expenses. 
they encountered violent opposition in the U. S. 
Congress. In 1931, the total exports of Germany, 
England a.nd the U. S. A. did not suffice to pay 
for the competitive armaments. The French mrn­
tary budget is 50 per cent higher in 1934 than In 
1914. Japan's war budget rose from 494.000,000 yen 
in 1929 to 1.330,000,000 yen in 1934. i. e., from 28 
to 58 per cent of the total budge<. In 1932, Eng­
land's expenses for liquidating the old war and 
preparing for the new amounted to 63.1 per cent 
of the total budget. In June, 1934, Britain refused 
payment of the in' erest on the war debt to America, 
since this pa.ym~nt, as was stated in the British 
note, "would be equivalent to throwing a bomb into 
the European arena." 

Hitler Germany is spending over a third of Its 
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whole budget on armamen•s at a moment when the 
tolling masses are subjected to an intensified starv­
ation regime. In almost all capitalist countries 
some 70 per cent of the income from taxes and cus­
toms Is made over to the war account. The capi­
talist world is expending £4,500,000 on armaments 
every day. 

Such is-In the briefest outline-the picture of 
the capitalist world In August, 1934. Incapable of 
mastering the economic crisis and satl.sfying the 
masses, Incapable of ensuring peace and solving the 
contradictions. the capitalist world is bristling with 
weapons and preparing a new slaughter. 

IX. 

POISON GASES AND PLAGUE GERMS 

"Air protection Is urgently required," the rulers 
shout every day into the ears of the masses. Cer­
tainly air pro' ectlon is urgently required for the 
threatening dangers. Air protection is urgently 
needed for the Internationally-linked armament 
Industry for which the organization of air protec­
tion opens new sources of profit. Privately, how­
ever, the military chiefs admJt that there is no ef­
fective means of protectlon against modern air 
attacks. and all the aerial maneuvers have strength­
ened them In this view. 

The time of August, 1914, has gone by, when 
unctuously worded ultimatums and notes were ex­
changed and solemn war declarations issued be­
fore war was begun. Today the world is slldJng 
into war. The population will only be made con­
scious of the beginning of war actions by the burst­
ing of aerial bombs. The time has also gone by 
when the men went to the battlefield and lett 
wives and children safe at home. 

Lieutenant-General Metzch writes: "The dis­
tinction between front, base and rear. which partly 
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impressed itself on the mil!tary character of the 
previous war, has vanished. Everything is front." 
And his military colleague. General Altrock, re­
marks: "The population of extensive areas is at 
every moment near to destruction_ The next war 
wm be rather a mass annihilation of the civ!l 
population than a fight between armies." 

But let us be fair. We frankly admit that the 
imperialists are at least full of good will for the 
most rapid ending of the threatening war. Listen 
to what Professor Jeergensen of Denmark bas to 
say: "In a word, if one wages war expressly against 
the civil population, and with the most terrible 
means possible, then this would appear to favor the 
forcing of a quick peace." 

Enormous "advances" have been made in the 
sphere of aerial warfare. Three kinds of bombs 
find application : explosive, combustion and poison 
gas bombs. Ten aeroplanes are able to. carry eB<:h 
a thousand bombs of 20 kilograms, i. e., 200,000 
kilograms of bombs in all. Expl0sive bombs are of 
all sizes, from the hundred kilogram bomb, which 
can reduce a house to ruins, to the American giant 
bomb, which weighs 1,950 kllograms and is two 
and a half times as large as a man. As regards 
combustion bombs, the one kilogram bomb filled 
with thermite develops up to three thousand de­
grees of heat. Its "advantage" consists in the fact 
that it cannot be extinguished by water. And then 
there are the poison gas bombs .... 

In the first gas attack during the world War 
(Ypres, 1915) 115.000 kilos of gas were launched 
on a front of 6 kilometres. The result of this first 
attempt was 15.000 wounded by gas and 5,000 dead. 
In the World War. 31 ditrerent poison gases were 
used; today there are a thousand. On October 13, 
1933, one could read the following notice ln the 
press: '"The French Professors Rert and Vorrier 
have succeeded in discovering a poison gas against 

-48 



which there is no remedy. The preparation of this 
gas is especially easy. The War Ministry Is strongly 
interested." 

In April 1934, the press announced that 20 work­
ers of Imperial Chemical Industries had been over­
come by poison gas. This concern is alleged to 
have succeeded In the preparation of the "deadliest 
poison In the world." One can note. therefore. that 
every day is brlnging new "progress" ln the sphere 
of gas warfare. And yet, the "achievements" already 
arrived at are already so great .... 

There is an Infinite seI1es or pot.son gases, from 
the Irritant gases, which compel the taking off or 
the gas mask up to the Jung-damaging gases, in­
cluding chlorine, phosgene and chlcroplcrin. One 
draught of phosgene and death occurs after two 
hours. One exposure to chloropicrin vapor and 
blinding is certain. Inhale cyanic acid and the 
central nervous system ls at once put out or action, 
the respiration center destroyed and life cut short. 
But five times more poisonous than phosgene is 
mustard gas, which burns the whole living body. 
Inhale only .03 mHllgrams of levislte, the "death 
dew," and an unimaginably torturing death is cer­
tain. Laughing gas, in combination with other 
gases. causes deaLh with convulsions of laughter 
or madness. 

But civilized bourgeois culture has stlll further 
surprises for the people. It is true that ln the 
last world war poison gases were not yet employed 
against the civil population, although they were 
employed at the front. On the other hand, bac­
teriological war shoUld bring with it something en­
tirely new. War with plague germs and cholera 
germs? "That is a communist provocation,.. we 
can hear lt being said. Let us then allow the 
bearers of bourgeois culture to speak for themselves. 

-49 



Fust of all, listen to what Professor Banse, one 
of the scientific Ughts of the Third Empire, has to 
say: 

"Although biology still lags strongly behind 
chemistry, it may however be presumed that the 
necessities of the next war will win its posltlon 
for it. The following come into account: infection 
of water supply by typhus germs, introduction of 
typhus by fteas as well as of plague by rats. In 
particular, aeroplanes. by landing in enemy territory 
and letting loose the germ carriers, could aehleve 
especially favorable results." 

Banse in no way stands alone. Long b fore him, 
Mr. Churchill had written in the Pall -1\lall Maga­
:i;in that the laboratories of more than one country 
have already been occupied with the question of 
how artificially-cultivated agents of disease could 
be deliberately let loose on human beings and 
animals in enemy country; mildew, in order to 
destroy the harvest; anthrax, In order to ruin 
horses and cattle; plague , in order to annihilate 
not only whole armies but also the inhabitants of 
wide regions-such are the means, the application 
of which miHtary science is prepating with ruthless 
progress. 

Yes indeed, "with ruthless progress" there ts 
being cultivated today in secret laboraLorles the 
carriers of anl hrax, typhus, cholera, plague, small­
pox. tuberculosis, etc. 

The French Professor, Andre Mayer, soberly 
notes: "All that can be said Is that the possibili~:V 

of unleashing an epidemic is not to be rejected 
a priori-quite on the contrary." And Gertrude 
Woker. the well-known woman Investigator of 
poison gases, came to the conclusion : 'That a new 
war will make use of bacteriological means of de-
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structlon is, in any case, to be supposed after the 
experiences of the World War." 

There can indeed be no doubt that the coming 
poison gas war will be accompanied by a bacterio­
logical war. Was it not intended, during the last 
world war, to smuggle German cholera germs in 
fountain pens through Switzerland into Russia and 
to mfest the Rumanian cavalry with smallpox cul­
tures? Only the ending of the war prevented the 
execution of these criminal plans. But for the 
Imperialists postponement is not renunciation. 

x. 
STORMING THE SOCIALIST PEACE FORTRESS 

"Peace, freedom, la.nd and bread," that was the 
slogan of the Bolsheviks under the leadership 
of Lenin, with which they began the struggle against 
imperialist war in their own country. I n possession 
of political power, supported by the armed prole­
tarian dictatorship, the victorious October Revolu­
tion in 1917 realized these four demands. The 
ending of the war between Russia and Germany 
led the way to the ending of the World War. 

The young Soviet government, the first workers' 
and peasants' government of the world, brought 
about peace; it tore up all the imperialist treaties 
of the tsarist hangmen, and put an end to secret 
diplomacy. The Soviet government gave the peoples 
which had been oppressed by tsarism for centuries, 
such as the Finns, Esthonians and Poles, thei r 
national Independence and solved the national ques­
tion within Its own frontiers by the creation of a 
Federative Soviet Republic in which hundreds of 
nationalities were united peacefully on an equal 
basis. National oppression, this Invariable con-
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stituent of imperialist war, was done away with for 
one hundred a.nd sixty million people. The Soviet 
government voluntarily gave up all the tsarist op­
pressive claims against the weak peoples as also 
against China, Persia, Afghanistan and Tu1·key. 
The century-old hereuitary enmity between Russia 
and it~ neighbors was liquidated by the Soviet 
government without a trace. 

From the first day of Its ex1stence the Soviet 
government had only one aim: to carry through 
socialist construction In peace and thereby to be 
able to raise the econom1c and culLural position of 
the toilers to a hitherto unknown level. For sixteen 
years, the Soviet government has succeeded in 
can-ying out this policy against a world of enemies. 

The conquest of pol!tlcal power by the Russian 
proletariat denoted the first breach in the capital­
ist structw·e, the first breach in the imperialist 
world system. World ca.pita! lost the loans granted 
to tsarism, It lost one of its best sow·ces of ex­
ploitation over one-sixth of the globe, it Jost the 
Caucasian oil fields and Siberian gold fields. Did 
no~ the Russian workers and peRsants dare to dem­
onstrate practically to the toilers of the whole 
world that not only could one get along without 
capitalists and big landlords, but also that one 
could live still better than before? Were they not 
the only ones who were able t.o report an unpre­
cedented economic upsurge, the complete liquida­
tion of wiemployment, unrestricted political free­
dom and undreamed of possibilities for further ad­
vance in the future, at a moment in whlch fl!ty 
m1111oa toilers In the capltallst countries had been 
thrown on to the street? Did not the example 
of the October Revolution inspire the millions of 
colonial slaves and national minorities to a triply 
enhanced struggle against the imperialist oppres-
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sors? was not the existence of the Soviet Union, 
which rallied round it an eV'er wider strata of 
toilers and enlightened intellectuals in all countries, 
bound to become a perpetual deadly menace to the 
existence of the bourgeois social order? Did not the 
1.ssue here lie m the struggle between two systems, 
the bankrupt, decaying, murderous capitalist sys­
tem and the rising soclallst system bringing peace, 
work and bread? Stalin, the successor to Lenin, 
declared: 

" . . . the contradiction between the capitalist 
world and the U.S.S.R. . .. . lays bare to the very 
roots all the conlradictlons of capitalism and gathers 
them up Jnto one knot, making of them a question 
of life and death for the capltallst system itself . . .. " 

"Hence the tendency to adventurist assaults on 
the U.S .S.R. and to Intervention, a tendency which 
is bound to be strengthened as a result of the 
developing economic crtsts.''• 

A new system, a new world, that was and is the 
powerful lesson which the existence of the Soviet 
Union with the advancing victorious construction 
of soclaltsm continually brings to the consciousness 
of the exploited and oppressed in all countries. This 
bulwark of the world proletariat must fall if tbe 
bourgeois social order ts to be saved from the 
threatening revolutionary insurrection of the 
masses. From this standpoint, the Imperialists have 
st;ruggled against the Soviet Union for sixteen years 
and tried to provoke lt into war. From the war of 
the Intervention forces of 1917, from the robbery of 
Bessarabia by Rumanla up to the march of Pil­
sudsk:l on Kiev, from the Arcos raid In London and 
the occupation of the Soviet embassy In Peking from 

• J. Stalin, Leninlsm, Vol. IT. "Political Report 
to the Sixteenth Congress of the C.P .S.U .'' 
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the murder of the Soviet Ambassadors Vorovsky and 
Voikov, up to the most recent sabotage of diplomatic 
recognition of the Soviet Union. from the innumer­
able campaigns of provocation up to the offers of 
intervention of German fascism and the war ad­
vance of the Japanese troops against the soviet 
frontiers in the Far East, has been one path and 
one goal: intervention of world capital against the 
Soviet Union for the overthrow of the proletarian 
dictatorship. 

However deep the differences in the camp of 
world imperialism may be, they still recede in com­
parison with U1e chief contradictions between the 
capitalist and socialist worlds. The overthrow of 
the proletarian dictatorshlp becomes crystalized ever 
more clearly as the main goal of the imperialists. 
The weakening of capitalism by the world economic 
crisis and the general sharpening of the war danger 
have not removed the possibility of an armed on­
slaught on the Soviet country of its force, but have , 
on the contrary, intensified It. Because the bour­
geoisie becomes weaker at a moment when the 
Soviet power Is growing In strength and consolida­
tion, the question of a decisive solution by force 
of the antagonism between capitalism and Social­
ism takes on an acute character. 

The lmperlallsts hope to cut Uuough the In­
soluble tangle of their own contradictions at the 
expense of the Soviet Union, they hope to be able 
to take possession of the Immeasurable wealth of 
raw material and the unlimlted market of this 
country and to solve their vexed problems by the 
partition of Soviet territory. The overthrow of the 
proletarian dictatorship is to be at the same time 
the prelude to the crushing of the toilers in all 
countries, to the suppression of the colonial revolu­
tion and the intensified enslavement of the national 
minorities. 
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The danger of world war is an intervention 
danger-the intervention danger ls the danger of 
world war! The advance of J apanese imperialism 
against China is the prelude to an advance against 
the Soviet Union. The Japanese imperialists would 
like to devour the whole Soviet East from the coast 
of Vladivostok right up to the banks of Lake Baikal. 
They openly declare that they desire an anti-Soviet 
war, they are openJy arming for thiS war. From 
the west, German fascism is pressing forward and 
offers itself to world capital as a storm dlvis.!on 
against the fortress of the world proletariat, its 
reward to consist in freedom to arm and annexation 
of the Ukraine. Br.!tain stands in alliance with 
German and Japanese fascism and exerts all its 
influence for establishing a united front of inter­
vention. Britain shows ltseJf as the me.in force 
which is trying to solve all the antagonisms in the 
Imperialist camp at the expense of the Soviet Union 
and which is exerting every effort to avoid a war in 
the imperialist camp. In almost all capitalist coun­
tries, the ideological preparation for intervention 
has undergone a significant lncrease during recent 
weeks. 

Why have the Imperialists, in spite of their 
stubborn efforts for so many years, still today not 
undertaken an attack upon the Soviet Union? Well, 
the question of Intervention Is not only a question 
of desire. it is also a question of abiUty. The whole 
inner weakness and historically outlived character 
of the bourgeois social order is laid bare by the 
problem of the Soviet Union. The world bourgeoisie, 
internally divided and spilt up and weakened by 
the cr!si . has encountered unforeseen difflcuJtles in 
the establishment of a united front of Intervention. 
The toilers of all countries have placed themselves 
like a mighty wall around the socialist fortress and 
they have shown that they regard an attack on the 
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Soviet Union as an attack on their own fatherland. 
Supported by this readiness for defence on the part 
of the world proletariat, the thorough-going peace 
policy of the Soviet government has finally been 
able to achieve enormous successes and again and 
again to prevent the execution of the plans of inter­
vention. Protected by its growing economic, poli­
tical and military strength. and with the moral and 
active support of the millions in the capi talist coun­
tries who ai·e interested in peace, the Soviet Union 
was able to carry out its complicated and difficult 
struggle for peace so successfully that it has proven 
to be the strongest brake on the execution of the 
imperiaUst plans of war. If humanity is stUJ not 
celebrating the twentieth anniversary of the out­
break of the war in the trenches. It owes this exclu­
sively to the revolutionary peace policy of the soviet 
Union. From the first day of its accession to power, 
the Soviet government stood in the forefront of the 
struggle for peace. The powerful role of the soviet 
Unlon in the maintenance of world peace round 
expression in its recognition by all the states in the 
world, in the conclusion of numerous non-aggression 
pacts, in the exposure of the war makers and the 
combating of those sabotaging disarmament, in the 
warding off of all war provocations and in the 
assiduous struggle for disarmament. The Soviet 
government does not orientate itself on any im­
P<!ri.alist power, but exclusively on the peace tn­
terests of the world proletariat. It has not pursued 
a policy of annexations and bloc making, for only 
socialism, which does not base itself on the ex­
ploitation of man by man and the oppression of 
peoples. can renounce an imperialist policy of con­
quest. The Soviet government, as the sole govern­
ment In the world to do so, has demanded universal, 
immediate and complete disarmament. Only the 
Soviet Union has fought for security against war in 

56 



place of the imperialist security against disarmament 
.rnd peace. The more the imperialists desire to 
provoke the Soviet government lnto war. the more 
calmly has the latter continued its persistent peace 
policy. at every moment prepared to successfully 
defend Its soclali.st achievements with the keen­
edged sword of the Red workers' and peasants' army. 

"U is not for us who have experienced the 
shame of the Bre t-Litov ' k Peace, t-0 ing the 
praise of the Ver ailles Tr aty. We m r ly do not 
agree to the world being Oung into th throe of 
a. new war for the sak of thi treaty. The awe 
thing must be aid in regard to the alleg d new 
o!'ienta tion taken by the U. . . R. We never had 
any orientation toward Germany nor have we a ny 
oricntaticcn toward Poland and France. Our 
orientation at the present. time i · towards the 
U ... R.. and towards th .. . R. alone. (Loud 
applau .) And if the int.ere t of the U. . .R. de­
mand rapprochement with thi or that country 
which i not interested in disturbing peace, we 
shall take thls step without hesitation." 

At the moment the only imperialist grouping 
which has no interest ln kindling a war is that led 
by France in the League of Nations, the policy of 
which aims at the maintenance o! the ex!sting 
situation in Europe. France has relinquished her 
role as leader of the anti-Soviet front to England, 
since the chief enemy of French imperialism today 
ls situated on the Rhine. Now that the League 
of Nations has proved itself incapable of being 
the political expression of the "organized" capital­
ist world, and incapable of bringing the Interests 
of the latter into harmony and directing its ex­
pansion against the Soviet Union, now that the 
two chief war-makers in the world have withdrawn 
from the League of Nations, the main danger of 
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the crusade against the Soviet Union proceeds no 
longer from the League of Nations, but from Its 
a.vowed opponents, Japan and Germany, and the 
English instigators of Intervention, who are still 
in alliance with these. The present-day League of 
Nations, which now, as previously, is incapable of 
diminishing armaments, safeguarding peace and 
abolishing the danger of war, nevertheless, contains 
al.so members who are at the moment Interested 
in a.voiding war. 

On this account, Stalin answered as follows the 
question of the Amencan journalist, Durn.nty, who 
asked: 

"Is your a.ttltud.e to the LeagUe of Nation a 
neiratlve one always and under all clrcwnsta.nces?" 

Stalin: "No, not always, atld not under all cir­
cumstances. I do not think you quite understand 
our viewpoint. Despite the German and Japanese 
exit from the League--or, perhaps, because of It.­
the League ma.y well become a brake to retard or 
hamper military action. It that is o, if the League 
i even the tiniest bwnp somewha,t to slow down 
the drive tow&rd war and help pe&ce, then we a.re 
not against the Leagu . Yes, if such will be the 
course of hi rt.orical event , it is not excluded that 
we shall upport the League despite its colossal de­
ficleneies." 

The Soviet Government nas shown by its policy 
and practice that it is far removed from all im­
perlalist tendencies and that It knows only the one 
goal, of safeguarding the peace of the world In 
the interests of the widest masses of the people- In 
all countries. Only the Soviet Union, which in 
Stalin's words, does not want "a single foot of 
foreign territory," but "will not surrender a single 
inch of its own," has increased Its defensive capacity 
to a degree which, In union with the readiness for 
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defense of the world proletariat, makes it invin­
cible. At the 17th Party Congress of the C.P.S.U., 
Stalin declared: 

"Our foreign policy I clear. It is a. policy of 
preserving peace a.nd trengthenJng commercial re­
lations with a ll countries. The U ... R. does not 
think of threa.tenJn.g anybody-let alone of attack­
ing anybody. We ta.nd for peace and champion 
the cause of peace. But we are not afraJd of 
threats and are prepared to answer blow for blow 
again t the instigators of war. Tho e who want 
peace and are striving for business intercourse with 
us will alway receive our support. And tho who 
try to attack our country-will receive a tunning 
rebuff to teach tbem not to poke their pig's snout 
into our Soviet garden a.gain. ' 

That Is the foreign policy of the Soviet Union, 
wh1ch is backed by the toilers of the whole world. 
Thus, the land of proletarian dictatorship is stand­
ing with Its rifle in readiness, completing the peace­
ful construction of socialism, but ever mindful or 
the warning of Lenin that only a hair separates 
the Soviet Un1on from armed onslauttht by the Im­
perialists. Objective dimculttes have, It ls true, 
so far prevented the execution ot the plans of in­
tervention, but they cannot in any way banish the 
danger of Intervention. The trio. Brltaln-Germany­
Japan , directs itself ever more openly against tbe 
Soviet Union. Any day can bring with it a tem­
porary agreement between the Imperialist Powers; 
any day can bring an open attack on the peace 
fortress of the world proletariat. Nothing better 
characterizes the historical out-of-dateness of the 
bourgeois social order than the fact that it still per­
ceives a saving way out only along that narrow path 
which leads it irrevocably into the abyss. 
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XI. 

SOCIALISTS AT HEADQUARTERS 

"Today we are faced with the iron fa.ct of war. 
We have to d ide today, not for or against war. 
but on the question of the means required for the 
defense of the country." (Vigorous approval on the 
part of the bourgeois parties.) "Our warmest wish~ 
accompa,ny our broth rs who have been caJled to 
the colors, without di Unction of party." (General 
cries of bravo and applause.) " In the ca of a 
victory of R u Ian despotism , which has stained it­
self with the blood of th best of its own pe<1ple, 
much , if not everything, is a t j opa.rdy for ou r na­
tion and ii fr e futur ." (Renewed approval.) 
"Now we procla im, what we ha ve always empha-
sized: in th hour of danger we sha ll not leave our 

own fa therland in the lurch." (Vigorous applause.) 

It was on August 4, 1914, that Hugo Haase read 
the above declaration in the Relchstag in the name 
of the German Social Democratic Party. The waves 
of chauvinism flooded the whole of Europe, the 
mass graves were being fill d . when Kautsky was 
teaching that the International was not an in­
strument of war but of peace. The whole world 
was marching to war when the F rench Socialists 
and the Briti h Labor Party members voted the 
war credits of their bourgeoisies and Albert Thomas 
became Minister of Munitions. The hi toric reso­
lutions of the Basie and Stuttgart congresses of 
the Second International on war against war were 
torn up. At the moment of their historic ordeal 
of fire. the Second International marched Into the 
war camp of world imperialism: The first world war 
was only possible through the treachery of the 
Second International. 

Then came Versailles. Twelve years of Versames 

60 



bad already passed when Vandervelde at the Vienna 
Congress of the Second International could still 
dare to declare that not only his but also the sig­
nature of Herman Mueller and Karl Renner was 
attached to the Versailles Treaty, and that "if I 
had to repeat it today, I would do so." 

United with the imperialist war. the social­
patriotic leaders have also linked themselves wi.th 
the imperialist peace. The bourgeois social order 
in the post-war period has rested on the reformist 
shoulders of the Second International. The poUcy 
or civil peace during the war period made way for 
a policy or class collaboration and coalition with 
the ruling class. The Second International saved 
the world bourgeoisie from the onslaught of the 
masses by betraying the proletariat, joining hands 
With the forces of counter-revolution, openlng a 
bloody civil war against the proletariat and pre­
paJing the way for fascism. The pacifist decep­
tion which enabled the Imperialists to undertake 
arming without hindrance, and which was directed 
towards diverting the attention of the masses from 
s ruggle agamst the danger of war, must be booked 
to the account of the Second International. The 
words of Hilferding, that great theoretical luminary 
of the Second International. who in November 1925 
deUvered himself as follows in the journal GeseU­
scha.ft CSoclety), will not be forgotten: 

"Th e war has mAde clear the position of peace. 
T h e old the i •capitali m is war- social i m is peace' 
is incorrect in bot h pa rt . Imperialism is lea-O ing 
to a lasting peace. Now it is not so simple as 
formerly to say tha t capit a li m I war , socialism is 
peace. I t is preci ly capitalism t ha.t in the recent 
per iod bas bown tba.t it de ired peace and on th e 
contrary, the purely sociali t policy or Bolsh evism 
which h a brought with it the in creasing danger of 
war ." 
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The Social-Democratic leaders prophesied, from 
the development of monopoly capitalism, economic­
ally the end.Ing of competition and politically the 
ending of war, and they have still only seen the 
source of a danger of war in the "Bolshevik Dic­
tatorship.'' Organized capitalism would banish all 
disputes by means of arbitration, an era of eternal 
world peace would be begun, the working class 
would come into power peacefully. if they were to 
win ministerial seats for the Social-Democratic 
leaders with the a.id of a sufficient number of votes. 
Not dlctato~shlp, but "democracy" was said to be 
the path of the working class to economic and 
political emancipation. That Is what International 
Social Democracy whispered into the ears of the 
masses. 

The leaders of the Second International In the 
post-war period linked themselves absolutely with 
the capitalist apparatus of government and power. 

" ince th e World War participation of o­
cla lists in coali tion gov rnments is n o longer a 
rare e ·ception , but a. widely occurring ph n om­
enon. But, of the m an y oclaJist who h ave 
entered such ministries, not one h as been lost 
to the p arty, n ot one has given up a n yth in g in 
character or respect." 

Thus announced the poisonous provocateur or in­
tervention. Kautsky, (Vorwaerts, jan. 1. 1930). while 
Vandervelde coined the phrase of the international 
of past and future ministries, which was said to 
be ·a "proof of increased power." 

Who is it that supplied the world bourgeoisie 
with hangmen for suppressing the rebellious work­
ers? The Second International. Who Is it that 
declared that as doctors of capitalism they must 
save and heal the deadly sick capitalist system? 
The leaders of reformism! Who ls it that has pre-
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pared the way to fascism through the "polJcy of the 
lesser evil"? International Social Democracy! 
Whose path has led to the establishment of the 
fascist reign of terror? The Social-Democratic path 
of bourgeois democracy! 

The world bourgeoisie obtained their poisoned 
arrows against the Soviet Union from the armory 
of the Second International. K.autsky equally with 
Leon Blum, Scheldemann equally with Otto Bauer, 
Henderson equally with Vandervelde, stood at the 
head of the ideological preparations for war against 
the Soviet Union. There was no campaign for In­
tervention in which the Social-Democratic leader 
did not take an active and leading part. The catch­
word of "red milltarism," which the bourgeoisie used 
as a demagogic pretext for sabotaging disarmament 
and for increasing preparations for Intervention, 
was supplied by those Social-Democratic parties 
which, according to Vandervelde's words, were "up 
to the neck in soclal patriotism." If these social­
patriots had had their way, the only workers• state 
would have had to submit to the fate of China and 
would have today become a pa.rt of the historic 
past. 

The Second International disarmed the workers 
but armed the reaction. It divided the ministerial 
seats with the bourgeoisie, but it sabotaged the 
unity of the revolutlonaxy workers. It organized 
pilgrimages to the country of the "rising sun or 
Dawes," but it expelled workers who went to the 
Soviet Union. The second International was united 
in hatred against the Soviet Union. but broken to 
pieces when it was a question of uniting Interna­
tional struggle against world capital and world lm­
perlalism. 

The foreign policy of the Social-Democratic 
parties in the post-war pertod was the foreign policy 
of their national bourgeoisie in each case. Mon-
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steur Leon Blum wrote: "If it should prove neces­
sary to compel Germany to respect the regulations 
whlch limit its armamen ts. the French Government 
will find us by their side." And in Vorwaerts <March 
11, 1931) one could read: 

"At the onclusion of yesterday' sion, 
choepflin ( ocial-Democrat) once ~ajn vigor­

ously attacked the Commw:tlsts, declaring that 
in e 1919 he bad stood in the National A embly 

for the er ation of a derense force. ocial-democ­
racy bas alway assented to the Rcichswehr and 
in every year had voted the defense budget. That 
they had moved the reduction of single items made 
no difference to their basic attitude. On the ba i 
of their positive t.ate outlook, ocial-democra~y 

had always given a sent to the defense of the 
fath rland, even during th period of the Kaiser. 
He was not only a social-democrat but a German, 
and if be was reproached with having ompHed 
with orders or the Minister of the Reichsw hr. 
then he would have to answer th e om.monists 
that if it was a question of the German poople and 
the G nnan fatherland be would rather go ten 
tim with the ~ichswehr Minister Groener than 
once with the Communist toc k r ." 
Can there still be any doubt that the armored­

cruiser policy of the social-democratic Hermann 
Mueller government forms the basis for the present­
day armament policy of the Hitler regime? Can 
one forget that a social-democratic government 
threw hundreds of millions into the maw of the 
HohenzoUerns and princes of the church, while it 
let the people go hungry? At the time when Paul 
Boncour drafted the law of the armed nation, was 
he not an ornament of the Second International? 
Dld not MacDonald, as leader of the Labor govern­
ment, convert Singapore into a naval base and 
institute bloody massacres in India and Palestine? 
Did not Henderson cover with his name the Geneva 

64 



clli>armament deception, and dld not the leader of 
the British fascists, Mosley, come from the ranks 
of the Labor Party? 

August 1, 1934, with its danger of war and in­
tervention, which has been intensified to the ut­
most, once more sees the Second International split 
up and divided among the imperialist war camps. 
The strongest parties of the Second International 
in Germany and Austria are completely bankrupt. 
In France, part of the Socialists have openly gone 
over to fascism and in other countries also the same 
process of the decomposition of social-democracy is 
being prepared. In England, Bromley, the secretary 
of the Associated Society of Locomotive Engineers 
and Firemen, declared that a situation was pos­
sible In which trade union members would have 
to agree to war and one should not "prematurely" 
proclaim oneself against war. Under the demagogic 
banner of the struggle of "democracy against dicta­
torship," the parties of the Second International 
are attempting to drag the v.ide masses into a new 
world slaughter. The social-democratic parties of 
the victor countries, side by side with French im­
perialism and in allla.nce with the fascist military 
dictatorships of Eastern and Southern Europe, want 
to win the masses for the preservation of the Ver­
sailles system. German social-democracy, on the 
other hand, already on May 17. 1933, voted for the 
Hitler foreign policy of armaments and war. 

The Second International has proved It elf the 
most important tool for the preparation of world 
war and of intervention. On the eve of the second 
world war there remains nothing more to be done 
by the Second International as a whole. It can split 
U!J into Its national component parts and as in 
1914 openly betake itself to the headquarters of im­
perialist war. But, branded w1th the mark of Caln 
of August l , 1914. and with the criminal social­
fascist history of the post-war period, the Second 
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International will not be successful again in shat­
tering the international working class on the out­
break of war and leading it into the imperialist war 
camp. The toiling masses must recognize that the 
struggle against the imperialist war is inseparably 
bound up with the struggle against the social pa­
triots of the Second International. 

XII. 

THE PATH 
A new world war Is threatened. The imperialists 

needed the war as excellent business, and they 
need It today also for the same reason . Territory 
and colonies. markets and sources of raw material, 
exploitation and oppression of foreign peoples, war 
and mass murder- what toiler requires these things? 
For whese sake ls be again to sacrifice his blood? 
What interest has the worker, the peasant. the em­
ployee, the small official and small trader, the 
soldier and sailor, in this business of exploitation. 
when they are themselves exploited In their own 
country? What toiler can believe. after the ex­
periences of the last two decades. that a better lot 
awaits him through imperialist war and Imperialist 
peace? Who is there who still does not see that 
war is only excellent business for the possessing 
class. while the toiling people have to pay the ac­
count? See how the capitalist hyenas are al ­
ready again scenting their prey, read with open 
eyes what the Deutsche Bergwerks21eitung wrote on 
the outbreak of the war events in the Far East 
(February 4, 1932) : 

"The stock exchanges of the world encounter 
the events in the Far East not only with astonish­
ing calm, but even in some cases with a kind of 
Joyful hope which seems only to grow with the in­
aease o! the complications over Shanghai."' 
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When men were falling by tens of thousands 
a t Shanghai, the capitalist shares and profits went 
up. "With each new extension of the conflict we 
see new shares and raw materlal groups come into 
movement," wrote the above paper with the greatest 
satisfaction. And the Oslo Morgenbladet recorded: 
"Will it come to a war in the East? It may per­
haps sound brutal, but for reasons of economic im­
provement, a war would be very desirable. The 
world is today not different from what It was be­
fore. A war will enlarge the need for shipping ton­
nage, will increase the risks of commodity trans­
port and also raise prices, and with them specula­
t ion would Increase. . . But if it does not come to 
war, then the world wm have to wait for a long 
time yet for a natural improvement, for thls is stlll 
tar off." 

Once against the capitalists are hoping to be 
able to make money out of blood. A new war pros­
perity is blossoming. The armament industries an­
nounce doubling o! turnover, trebled profits, in­
creased share capital and mounting dividends. Not 
for nothing did four American armament firms put 
$250,000 in the pocket of Admiral Shearer when he 
embarked on the vessel which was taking the Amer­
ican delegation to the Geneva Naval Disarmament 
negotiations .. . Profiting from the bitter position 
of want of the unemployed, the capitalists wish to 
force the latter to carry out their armament orders, 
and they find the most energetic assistance among 
the reformist trade union leaders. But, whoever 
eats of the fruit of Imperialism, dies from !ti With 
really touching solicitude, the armament industrial­
ists are concerning themselves with creating work 
in order, tomorrow, through the work created by 
them to poison. destroy and send to their death 
millions of people. 

Chauvinism ls nourishing, for no war business 
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flourishes without patriotism. For the people, 
"treachery to the fatherland• ls designated as the 
most damnable crime, but for the rulers and own­
ers permanent treachery to the fatherland is ex­
cellent business. Up to 1911, Krupp had cast 53,000 
cannon, of which half were exported to 52 different 
"fatherlands." A British warship was blown into 
the air in the Dardanelles by a British mine which 
bad been sold to Turkey. British sailors were 
drowned In order that English capitalists could live. 
Even during the World War, the industrialists of 
all countries delivered war materials to the powers 
opposing them at the time through neutral coun­
tries, well aware that these materials would the 
next day be put Into operation against their own 
"heroes at the front." The shamelessness of the 
internationally-llnked armam nt industry was never 
so blatant as today. The whole bourgeois press ls 
at their service in order to make the tolllng masses 
of he people amenable to pay in for ever new 
armament orders. 

Must and will it be again as in 1914? No! If 
the toiling masses of all countiies stand united to­
gether and have faith in their power and their in ­
evitable victory, it will not be so again. If the 
toilers draw the correct lessons from the last 20 
yea.rs and march forward in united struggle against 
the imperialist war, it will not be so again. U the 
workers of Europe and America, in alliance with 
the colonial slaves of Asia, Africa and Australia, 
are aware of the path which leads out of fasc· t 
barbarism, capitalist exploitatlon and imperialist 
danger of war, and pursue this path, it will not be 
so again. There can be no repetition of 1914, be­
cause world history is driving Irrevocably towards 
the domination of the working class throughout the 
world, to Socialism. because the forces of social 
revolution have grown enormously compared with 
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the forces of world reaction, compared with 1914. 
It will not be so again, I! the toiling masses of 

the people in every country unitedly follow 
the path of Lenin, the path of the Third Interna­
tional, which has been forged in the Ure o! the 
World War and which has proved itself today to be 
the main strength of the international workers' 
movement in the struggle against fascism and im-
perialist war. · 

The first steps of the Third International were 
directed against war and against the social-patriotic 
treachery of the Second International. With the 
slogan of "civil war against the imperialist war," 
the founders of the Third International called for 
the ending of the war by the struggle against the 
enemy in one's own country. Emphasizing the in­
evitable connection between war and class struggle. 
they characterized the eradication of the rotten 
capitalist roots as the primary pre-condition for the 
abolition of war altogether. Already during the 
World War, Lenin wrote : 

"We will not ignore the sad possibility that in 
the worst case humanity \viii experience a second 
imperialist war, if the revolution is not born out 
or this war, in spite of the numerous outbreaks of 
ma fermen tation and mass indignation and In 
spite of our efforts." 

With the overthrow of capitalism on one-sixth 
of the world's territory, the founders of the Third 
International showed that their words were not 
empty sounds, but were a~companied by the will 
and ability for revolutionary deeds. During the 
World War only the Bolsheviks, under the leader­
ship of Lenin, and the Spa.rtakus Bund. under Karl 
Llebknecht and Rosa Luxemburg, held high the 
banner of proletarian Internationalism. 

From the first day of Its foundation, the Third 
International has fought for the program of the 
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national and social emancipation of the toilers of 
the whole world. The Third International answered 
the conclusion of the Versailles Treaty on May 13, 
1919, with a great appeal under the title: "Down 
with the Versailles Peace," which declares among 
other things: 

"The Communist Parties of all countries con­
sider the Versailles peace conditions a blow to the 
whole international proletariat, a blow which can 
only be warded off through the united strength of 
the proletarians of all countries." 

This manifesto recorded that the League of Na­
tions was "exposed before the whole world as a 
·robber league, which is crucifying many millions of 
the toiling masses of Europe." 

As against the deceptive promises of the ruling 
class and its Social Democratic lackeys, the Third 
International at once exposed the disarmament 
swindle and pointed out the impossibility of peace­
ful agreements between the imperialists and the im­
possibility of disarmament and peace inside capi­
talist society. Convinced of the inevitability of a 
new war, the Third International has for 15 years 
carried on a systematic, stubborn struggle, full of 
glory and sacrifice, for the defense of the Soviet 
Union and for safeguarding world peace along the 
path of the overthrow of the ruling class in the 
capitalist countries. 

Fifteen years of "peace," fifteen years of the 
Third International, were fifteen years of united 
revolutionary struggle, of world Communism against 
the imperialist war. However, the struggle of the 
Communists against war was never based on the 
shallow foundation of pacifism, but always on the 
granite foundation of the Marxist-Leninist doctrine 
of the class struggle. The war of imperialism was 
and is a war for safeguarding the rule of finance 
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capit.al, for the salvation or the outlived bourge:>is 
society of exploiters. for the oppression of the small 
and weak nations and for the overthrow of the only 
workers' state in the world. Hence, all wars of the 
imperialists are reactionary and unjust. and the 
imperialists are always the aggressors from the 
standpoint of historical progress and of the prole­
tarian class struggle. This, and only this concep­
tion determines the irreconcilable attitude of world 
Communism to the imperialist war. 

The struggle of the victorious Russian proletariat 
for defense of its Socialist achievements. the revo­
lutionary insurrection of the oppressed nations 
against imperialist enslavement. the war of the en­
slaved proletarian class against the class of the 
bourgeoisie-these and these alone are the only pro­
gressive, and hence. the only just wars which 
world Communism wholeheartedly champions as 
the pre-condition for the total abolition of war. The 
overthrow of capitalism represents the alpha and 
omega of the revolutionary struggle a.gainst war by 
the Third International. 

''As long as capitalism exists there can be no 
lasting peace. Lasting peace can only be built on 
the ruins of the bourgeois social order." so it was 
declared in the above-mentioned manlfesto or the 
Third International fifteen years ago, when all the 
social-democratic bells were pealing the announce­
ment of the approach of eternal peace. 

On the eve of the second world war the Social­
Democratic path of bourgeois democracy has led 
to fascism and unrestricted chauvinism at the 
moment when the Communist path of proletarian 
dictatorship has made the Soviet Union the 
strongest peace fortress in the world . while the 
growing Socialist well-being In the land of the 
Soviets brought an enormou improvement in the 
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conditions of life of 170,000,000 workers and peasants. 
In the capitalist countries, bourgeois democracy has 
led to the fascist reign of terror. to unspeakable 
misery and to the danger of war for the toilers. 
Only in the country of proletarian dictatorship are 
the toilers sure of peace, freedom work and bread. 

For 15 years. the Commun:st Parties have strug­
gled in the spirit of a truly proletarian interna­
tionalism. The national minorities and the op­
pressed colonial peoples, the toilers of the Soviet 
Union, as well as the rebelllng soldiers and sailors 
of the imperialist armies. have found their boldest 
champions in the Third International. Who is there 
can doubt that the second world war, the second 
intervention, would long ago have become a fact, 
were it not that the relation of forces had con­
siderably altered compared to 1914, were it not 
that the bourgeoisie was In fear of the uncertain 
outcome of the war. which can lead to the victory 
of the world revolution instead of to the victory 
of world reaction? The breach made in the system 
of world capitalism by the Russian Soviets and 
Soviet China. the mighty revolutionary struggle for 
emancipation of the peoples of Asia and national 
minorities of Europe, the persistent anti-imperialist 
struggle of a united Communist World Party, are 
new factors in contrast to 1914 which the bour­
geoisie have to take in all seriousness into their 
reckoning. The path of the revol utionary class 
struggle in the sign of the Soviet Star has proved 
to be the sole and sure path for combatting the Im­
perialist war. 

The struggle of the wide toiling masses In all 
countries for defense of the Soviet Union and Soviet 
China. for abolition of the fascist rule of terror and 
Imperialist danger of war, can only be successful 
if it ls carried on by a wiitecl working class. All 
toilers. no matter of what party, of what race or 
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what convictions, who are absolutely equally affected 
by fascist terror and imperialist war, by exploita­
tion and oppression, m t tand together in unity, 
must fi ght in unity in order to be able to conquer 
in unity. As the Manifesto o! the Central Com­
mittees of the Communist Partie of Great Britain. 
France, Germany and Poland• , addressed to the toil­
ers of all countries on the 20th anniversary of the 
outbreak of the war, stat.es in passionate words: 

"Prol eta rians of all countrie ! Young workers! 
Women! 

"You are the force which can save humanity 
from the fresh fratricidal slaughter. There is still 
Jacking the unity of the working class In order, by 
the overthrow of capitalism, to put an end to im­
perialist wars. Only the common cla struggle of 
the proletarians in alliance with the toiler in town 
and country can bring to naught all the plans of 
the financial capitalists, the war criminals, the war 
profiteers, the diplomats. the parliamentarians and 
generals. To this unity in the class struggle against 
capitalism, against its reactionary, fascist rule. we 
summon all workers, all toilers. men and women, 
old and young in the imperialist countries, in the 
dependent and colonial countries. We appeal to 
you, no matter what the color of your skin, no 
matter to what nation you may belong. We call to 
you , no matter to what party, what trade union 
organization you may belong, whether you are or­
ganized or unorganized. 

"We appeal especially to the social-democratic 
workers, to the member of the reformist trade 
unions, as well as to all workers who are under 
social-democratic Influence: 

• See International Pres Correspondence, Vol. 14, 
No. 38, July 6, 1934. 



"On the basi of th . olida.rity of all toilers 
against fratricidal war, on the ba i of the common 
inter of all oppressed against the oppressors, on 
t.he basis of proletarian internationalism against the 
fierce incitement of one nation again t the other, 
all fight with us Communists and members of other 
revolutionary organizations against the preparation, 
against he letting loose of a new imperialist war. 

"We address to th soeial-democrati partie the 
following propasaJ: 

"In spite of the fact that at the commencement 
of the imperialist world war you sided with your 
own belligerent bourgeoisie. in spite of th fact 
that you approved of the imperialist peace treaties 
and voted for fresh armaments. in pite of the fact 
that by this policy you have plit the workers' move­
ment. we propose to you: 

"Organize and ca.i-ry out joint demonstrations to­
gether \\ith u on the 20th anniv rsary of the out­
break of the war, on August 1, under the slogans: 

"Not a man and not a penny for armament pur­
poses-the money now expended on armaments to 
be used to provide unemployment. sickness, in­
valid and old-age insurance for the working 
people In town and country and for llghten111g their 
burden of taxation. 

"Not a train, not a hip must be allowed to leave 
which i ransporting muni Ions and implements 
for war for Japan or fa.sci Germany. 

"Protect the socialist Soviet Union and its so­
cialist construction from the counter-revolutionary 
war of the imperiaJlsts! 

"Protect the revolutionary-democratic Chinese 
Soviet Republic from counter-revolutionary a.ttac~! 

"Prot.ect China against its being carved up by 
the imperiall t powers! 

''Protect all colonial peoples from the robber 
campaign of the lmperlalistsl 
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" Workers a nd employees! 'Workin g peasants! 
mall bu.sines people, ma.II shopkeepers! Y oung 

people and women! 
"We summon you to the common fight against 

those who are seeking to kindle a new Imperialist 
war, Fight together with us against capltali m. the 
cause of all wars, for the overthrow of the rule of 
the bourgeoisie. for Socialism! 

"Down with imperialist war! 
"Down with fascism! 
"Long Jive proletarian internationalism! 
"Long live the wlited fight of all proletari ns 

and toilers for the overthrow of capitalism! 
"Long live the world revolution!" 
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