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THE MORALS 

EXTERMINATION 

LEWIS MUMFORD 



voted the taettGP part d ous national energies to 
prrparatkm. f k ~  w h u h k  human extermination. 
T b L  . c ~ ~ ~ o u B .  en- has been disguised as a 
& & & W y  m c l  method of ensuring world 
peace aad national security, but it has obviously 
Wed at every p i n t  on both counts. Our reckless 
ezpdmtlltal cxplo9ion of nuclear weapons is only 
a -ive m~csman's sample ok what n nuclear 
uuru; mid pfoduce, but even this has already 
dolie damage to the human race. With 
pa& jwt-ice, the earliest victims of our experi- 
mmes toward genocide -sttaring honers with 
the South Pacific idandm and the Japanme 
&hermen- have been our own children, and 
cvcn more, our children's prospective children. 

Mmwt &om tbc beginning, our investment in 
nudear weatpans has h n  openly directed against 
a single country, Sadet Russia. fa our govern- 
ment's concern with the sell-imposed problem of 
~ n & g  Rwda and cestricting by force alone 
the m a  of Communist penemtion, we have 
turned our back on more vital human objectives. 
Today the political and military stsategy our 
leadm framed on the suppition that our country 
had a permanent mpcriority in nudear power is 
bankrupt, so completely that $ h ~  business probably 
cartnot be liquidated without scriou~ losses. 

.As things stand now, we arc not able to conduct 
even a justifiable police action, as a representative 



' 
of tht United Nations, with the bacbg d t I mpjority d the nationa, without the pamidon d 
R& and China, When they dbsc pmmhim, 
as they did in Kcma, the Mtd war our strategists 
fancy is sti l l  open to us tmm into an unlimited 
humiliation, as the painful truce that urntinucs in 
Korta &odd remind us, for every eoigid h u e  
remains unsettled. But if we challenge that veto, 
our ody recourse is to our absolute wcapons, now 
as fatat to omieJves and the reat of man%ind as 
&cv would be to Rugsir and Chha The dis- 
&ui&td armp cambat g a d  who have pub- 
Ldy mjpiztd this state of impoteace have been 
f d  a t  d the armed stwices. 

Thh gituatioo ~hould give us pa=. W& 
every ~imtific advance in n d c ~ t  WGB~OLW and 
intercontinental rubsides only widens to planetary 
dimensions the c a m p h e  we hare been pre- 
paring* our leadera s t i l l  ~ ~ ~ e c p t t a t c  du nation's 
darts on hagttning &we advamcs. Why, then, 
do we still lidlten to that mistaken couarpcls that 
d t t d  US t0 tht 'War, though 0- 0- 
military pIaDs have wiped out the Wbility af 
war its& and replaced it by total amMatio11 as 
the only fimsee&lle terminus of the timiurn we 
have done our fun shart to produce? By what 
standard of prudence do we trust our lives to 
political, milimili&ryI and aden& advisers who harc 
ataLcd our national uristcncc an a ainglc set of 
weapons and ham alrtady lost that; dmtAghttd 
gamble, cven ii they bccomt dapatc  enough to 
use these weapons or remain blind enough to be- 
lieve that hey can conceal that l a  by not using 
them? 

what Hias it that set in m o t h  the chain r e  
action of erroms hcdculations, dduions, and 
compu&om that havc pushed us into the im- 
m b l e  situation we now oocupy? Every day 
that we delay in facing our national mistakes 
ad& to both the cumulative dangers that k t m  
us and the diiEculty of undoing them. 

T m  h t  step t o w m i  earning n new palicy is 
to trace OW path back to the point where we 
adopted our fatal commitment to mapons of 
mass extermination. This moral debacle, it is 
important to r t m e m k ,  wafl not a r e s p ~ l ~ e  to any 
threat by Rugsia or by Communism; still ltss wm 
it i m p a d  by Ruseia's pcwstssion of similar 
weapons, ActdIy ,  the acceptance of extamha- 



tb&aq@&t$ed $he imrtotion of the atom bomb. 
~ ~ u p a n w b k h t h e s t r a t e g y a f t x -  ' 

-&a wai~ bawd were h t  enunciated by 
*, potahly General Douhet, 

# likc ow o w  Majur Scvcraky, that 
a%kd*air fimc could take h e  place of a large 
renasgrbycunWaqgitseffortstomassattackson 
&%ma and undermining the national will to 
rcairt, This reversion to the vicious Bronze Age 
practice of total war was a natural extengion of 
l d m ' s  readiness to reinaoduce t m & m  and 
torhlre as instruments of gowtlkmat. When 
these m e W  wert first carried into action, by 
Mwsolini in Abgssiuia, by H i h  in Warsaw and 
Rotterdam, they awakened homr in our still 
morally sensitive breasts. The creed that could 
jww such actiuna war, we thought correctly, nut 
m d y  antidemoeratic but antihluman, 
In the &t of World War I1 a moral reversal 

m k  place -rag the Englhh-qeaking Allies, 
such a tsaaPpwition hap@ by a d d a t  in 
the fiaal duel in H W ,  whm Hamlet pidm up 
chc weapon hertcs had pahod  in advance in 
d e r  to make SUE of hh crwmy's death. The 
faxiit powclrr 1Stcamc the ~~ of their DWO 

strategy, for both thc Vrbtd States and Bsitrrin 
adapted what was politely d e d  "obliteration 
bomb*ig))S which had as ika object the totd de- 
struction of great cities gflCl the tefiOrization and 
massacre of their inbMlhr~t8. 
By taking over tb ttwhd as a cheap substi- 

tute for c~nventioaal wadhe - lcheap in ddiers' 
lives, costly in its apenditim of ather human Lives 
and in the irrtplmeabk histaric ac~umulatians 
of countlets lirctimcs - tbCgt dtmocratic govern- 
ments sanctioned ttYc dchummizcd ta@hoiques 
of f d m .  This was Nazidorn's h e s t  victory 
a d  democracy's mast d c  surrender. That 
moral r e d  unddl.minad the ev~ntual military 
triumph of the d e d e s ,  and it ha3 poisonad 
our political and military f l d a  ever since. 

Civhed warEarc has always been aa atrocity 
ptrse, exen when practiced byplkmt InCBlflghtiag 
in a just cause, But in the course d Eve thousand 
years certain idribitions and d d k p a d a  , had been set up. Thw, poisoning thc water 
supply and alaying the d inhahitants of a , 
city WSC, ao longv within the d m  mldicF'a 
code, however grativig &ey might once h ~ e  
h e n  ta an Ashurbanipd or a Cteghis Khan, 
m u d  mastas whose names have became ia- 



famous in m. Ovtmigh't, as it wat, 6ur owa 
countrymen became such m o d  ma-, In 
principle, the t h e t i o n  camp where tht 
Nazis incinerated over six million helpla Jews 
were no different ffom the urban crematorium 
our air force imgmvigbd in ib a€tacks by'rmpah 
bomb on Tokyo. By the  mew,  in a single 
night, we masted alive more paopje than were 
Wed by atmi bombs in either Himhima ot 
Nqpaki. Our aims were W't, but our 
methods w e ~ e  &use of mankind's wosat cuemy. 
Up to this point, war had beerr an opcratEoa 

coaductod by military farces- against military tar- 
gets. By hag-eat&- ~~nvention, a roken 
part, the army, sulod for the greater whole, thd mi- 
Zion. Even when an army was totally ddeatod 
and wiped aut the nation it repiwentad lived to 
tell the tale; neither unarmed plisoncm MU civil- 
iaas were Uad tci srcal a ddtat es debrate a 
victory. Even our air farce, thr: chief shape of our 
present policy, once prided its& on its pin-paint 
bornbiig, done in daylight ta amre  that anlp 
military targets would bc hit. 

As late as the spring of 1942, as L b w  by 
personal aberration, a memorandum was dr- 
crtlattd among d t z q  advigera in W~slhgrae  
propounding this dilemma: If by fighting the 
war against Japan by orthodox raethds it might 
rapuirc five or ten years to conquer the m a y ,  
while with incendiary ah- a t e  on Japanax 
cities Japan's resistance might be broken in a pcaf 
or two, would it be atardy justifiable to use the 
m n d  meam? Now it is $ard to my which Q 
more astonkdbg, that the morality of mtal e m -  
midation was then 6 u s l y  debated in military 
circles or that d a y  its morality is t a b  for 
gatad,  as outside debate, even among a large 
part of the clefgy. 

More tbaa any other event that has taken place 
in modern tima this sudden radical ch'angeuvm 
from war to collective extermination rcverscd thc 
whole come of human history. 

Plainly, the acceptaxice d mass extermination 
as a n o d  outcome of war undermined dl the 
moral inhihitiom that have kept man's murdcmm 
fantasies from active q r e s i o n .  War, however 
brutal and devastating, had a formal Freginning 
and c d d  m e  to an end by mme farmd process 
of compmmise or surrender. But no one has 
the faintest notion how nuclear extermination, 
once begun, could be brought to an end. Still less 



anyone gum what j m p e  would be accom- 
by it, i t ,p t  a retease by death' h m  in- 

and fear. But thi8 is to anticipate. 
in mind is that atomic 
hut this h t  decisive 

id .!&mtegV a more cffwtive means of egprcssien, 
Once ~ c w i n a t i u n  became acceptable, the 

cogfined tumor of waf, itself an atavistic pseudo- 
organ, turzrgd into a cancer that would invade 
the &ad s t m a n  of civilization. Now the d c s t  
ame of ca&ct or hastility mightc fatally spread 
though the whole organism, immune to all &me 
protactit-e moral and politid rcstmhts thar a 
healthy body can mobilize be such d o n s .  
By the time tht atom bomb was inventad our 

auhrities n d e d  no gpecial justification for us- 
ing it. Tht humane pleas for withhddhg the 
weaponf made by the atomic dent%&, mddenly 
awstlrcnad to a moral crisis they had sot fortseen 
whilt working on the b o d #  were automatically 
d i p a d  of by well-estzcW precedent, drcady 
three yeam in opemtidn. Still, tbc dt.amatic 
nature of the ~~plo i i im at Hirashha and Naga- 
saki threw a white light of borwr and doubt 
aver the whole pmssg for a moment a sense of 
mftral guiIt count~tacted our exorbitant pride. 
This reaction proved as sh~rt=M~ed as it was be- 
latad. Yet i t  promptad Henry L. Stimson, a 
public m a a t  whcrare adidmbk pe~sonal conduct 
had mver lxm open to question, to publish a 
m q a z h e  h d c  dcfcnd'i the o W  decisi~ri 
to we ihe atam bmb, 

The argument Mr. Sfhmn advanced in k w r  
d atbmic genocide - a name invented later but 
studiously reservad for the acts of our enemies- 
was that it dmrtencd the war aPd saved perhaps, 
mare than a millha p&m American lives. 
'hm is no need hme to debate that highly dc- 
bstabie point. But on those same practict& " hu- 
manitariaam punch, syste~~~ttic tom might be 
employcd by an advamhg army &u d c t u r g u d  
tighten and to black& the rcmabhg popula- 
tion into accepting promptly the torturer's terms. 

That only a handful dpeopie vcaturwl to makc 
thire criticism indlc2lta the depth of m d  apathy 
t u w h i c h o u ~ m ~ f l ~ ~ B a d s u n l a h 1 ~ t h z t o  
a dozen pars. Those who uPod this illmation, 
however, wcre not mrrp- ta find that rhe 1 F m  thcmselvps the victimti of Hitler's cartfully 
d& plans of tarm and mass t x t e m i m ~  
would autttoriae the use of d t a r y  tortye ia 



Algeria a d d t  lam* Ow awe Q O U ~ ~ Y  had 
f-mt tkat dew%-ity Wr mti0d mad-t. 
This conduct still r & h  without public e.wmim- 
tion or rcpntance, but, uufomtcly, mretribu- 
tion may not lie far away. Should it come, Civil 
D e b  &tes have established that it will 
at once wipe out forty million Plmaim Eva far 
the one  on once supposedly saved. 

Let us k dear about cause 2md effect It  \\ws 
not our nuclear weapons that cudW us to the 
strategy d extermination; it IMS rather our de- 
cision to concentrate on thc mchcb of extenmi- 
nation that fed to ow ow-aidcd, o M v e  prt- 
axxapation with nuclear wveapans. Even l x d h  
Russia had achieved a single nuclear weapon, 
wc had so digmantled our military es&bJWmcnt 
that we lacked d c i e n t  equipment and muni- 
tiomtofightauocessfulymchamiwractionas 
that in Korta. 

T:R totd W~YK 01 OUI D U U . ~  -down, 
accurately predicted a half century ago - along 
with the atom bomb-by Memy Adam, can 
k gauged by a single fact: moert Anmicaas do 
not realize that this change has taken place or, 
wv~rse, that it makes any diffkrence. They have 
no consciousness of either the magnitude of their 
(30Uer:tive sin or the fact that, by their silence, 
they have individually condoned it. It is precisely 
as if the Secretary of Agriculture had l i d  
the sale of h u m  flesh as a wartime emcqemy. 
~ncasure and people had taken ta cannibalism 
when the war was over as a clever dodgc for 
lowering tht a t  of living - a mere & d o n  of 
weryday butchery. M a y  of our pmfcssbd re- 
ligious and moral leaders have irteadily shntnk 
h r n  touching thii gubject; or, if they have done 
so, they have na2vely equated ma99 extermination 
with war and have too often given their M&g 
to it, for reasons just as spccious as thmc our gov- 
crnment has d. 

I t  is in relation to this gigantic moral milapse 
that our pment devotion to nuclear weapons and 
tI~cir qud ly  dchmnirscd bactmial and chemical 
counterparts must be gauged. 

Whcca wc abandoned the basic ~noral mlraints 
against random killing and maw extermination 
we enlarged the ?estrvctive capacities of our 
nuclear weapons. What was almost as bad, our 
pride in this achievement exp& itself in an 



Won by rrru: identifying our d a y  d 
wdhre ,with t h ~  d d t d  txpaasion of our weap 
craruf&pten~ Th'ubl wc m m n d d  the initiative 
W8ar bWtments, c d u s h g  physical power with 
sa&d hwnaa p m ,  forgetting that machines 
andwapamhavenovaluarrndno~,abovt 

MJ WC an$ no rwb'aints except that that 
human bcinga superbape on them. 

The one thing that might have rectified our 
gavlcltflmenfs premature exploitation d atomic 
powr w d  have been a public adze of ita 
&old dangcra, cven for wider Mustrid and 
madid use. As early as the wintef of 19451948 
the Scnatt Atomic E n y n  Ca&ttee made the 
first full inquiry into these matters, and the 
physicists who appearad be;Ebse this a o d t t a e  
gave fcmm& w k  accuracy wag my oonfirmtd 
in the tardy hearings that haw: just taka place 
bdm a joint c o n g ~ - ~ i o d  committee, Almost 
with one voice, these 9clmtiSta predicted that 
Soviet Russia would be aBic to produce a nudear 
bomb within five ycare, W b l y  within three. On 
that MI the nations of the wodd had three 
LL&" yam ta t a r e  rbrough the United Nations 
the necmmry politid and m a 1  slafeguarda 
a g ~ t h e ~ o f t h i s n t w  power. 

Thcn was xm salvation, the more alcrt leadm 
of aciepcc wistfy piatad out, on purely national 
terms, N a W y ,  R d ' s  totalitarian fsohtion- 
ism and wtspidon d t  it difffeult to d v c  at a 
b a d  for mtiolrrrl agreement, but our own senst 
o f h o l d i n g a l l t h e ~ p ~ d i d n o t h t n ~  
d i w t y *  All roo g w p l  &er tfhe Russian m- 
j d o n  af our gaefylus but polldcaplp. unaortnd 
~ p ~ o u r ~ q u r c d R ~ h a s -  
tilityas aneaacusre for abandoning all * effort. 
E v a  befon: we had opdy  d t t c d  ourselves 
to thc Cold War itself- a now oldttc pn- 
atomic military concept - crur leaders preferrad 
to build a threatming Ang of sit bases around 
R d  rather than to pursue with patiat cirmxm- 
spectiom a course directad tiowad &ng even- 
tual mdemtmdfeg and caoperatim. So the diffi- 
d t  bbcame the impmsiblc. 
As la* as 1943 this situation, h u g h  grave, 

was not dhastmus. Ow very mistakes in turning 
rn laassr extermination were capable, if openly 
and honestly f a d ,  of leading bth o d v a  and 
she wotld back to the right path, Up to then, 
lour totditariaa weapons aysttm had not yct con- 
solidated its position or threatened our iree in- 



stitutions; the organs of democratic in- 
-ted ra&er than deprwd by the war, had 
not yet b d c t b l d  by ofkid secrecy, r e p  
sion, suspicion, craven conformism, w the cor- 
ruptions of ablutc power, shielded from public 
criticism. Meanwhile, unbmmately, the strategy 
of mass eKtermination, which did not bcar public 
discussion or open asrsesment, was rapidly taking 
shape. _- 

For a brief moment, nevddms  o u ~  Icadenr 
sized the politieal iaitiati*e, they w c r ~  
handicapped by amZlivdent intentions and con- 
tradictory @. Our conb.ibution to organizing 
the Unitad Nations, though it had ken oripiaaIly 
pro@ by the United Stats, war as cagel 
and inept aa Russia's, for the hstrating Council I veto was an American conception. Under a more 
imaginative ltsldmhip twa other, admirable 
American propals came forward, UNRRA and 
the Marshdl Plan. Bath these agencies had great 
ptentialEitics, far at k t  we had the httuigence 
to offer their benefits even to C o m d  coun- 
tries. 

Had we foIIowrtd t h e  darts b g h ,  they 
might haw pu-dy i n m e a d  the: whale 
range of international caoperation. In wiser utcc- 
utive hands, that initiatives would not haye h e n  
prematurely temhaterl. RatherI they would have 
beem employtd to reducc world tensions and to 
Wig p e r a l  went to a program for giving aI1 
nationer tht prefatory aercima in magnanimity 
and understanding essestial to the rt-esbblish- 
m a t  of mord order and the control of our de- 
mcdieiag weapons. But cvta in thcir brief, 
limited application h e  agencies- did far more to 
fortify the amLtc$ nations againat o p p ~ w  Corn- 
m& dictatorship than aZI the biions we paured 
into NATO and SEAT0 to build up futile ar- 
mamen@ far wan neither we nor our allies 
were capable of fighting. Witness our long d e s  
of backdowns and letdowns; Czcchaslwakia, 
Korea, Vietnam, Pohd,  East Germany, Hun- 
g w ,  E m t *  

IN OUR commitment to the strategy of extcrmi- 
nation, under a decision made when Genera 
Eisenhower was Chief of Staff, the United States 
rejected the timely warnin@ of the wodd's lead- 
ing scientists and the common couryleh d human- 



ity. Instead of holding a series of world cunfer- 
e m  in which the dasgim of nucIcar energy 
wuld be M y  canvasid, not done by physicists 1 
but by thinkem in wery threatenad Md, our 
ofiisial -cia deliberately pEayad down these 
dangers and wed every available made of cen- 
sorship to restrict the circulation of the kxmwltdge 
neaded for such an appraisal. In tlhio obahatt 
desire to exploit nuclear power 8olely for our 
national advantage, our government relied upon 
biitent publicity and Indoctrination to build up 
a fahe ~ense of security. Instead of rzgaieing 
our mnrd position by ceasing the reckless ex- 
pwhenta whae mounting pollution justifiad a 
worldmwide apprehcdon, we flatly denid the 
mad for m y  such cwation and allowed Russia, 
after it had come abreast of us, to tgke the moral 
lead here. Even at a recent United Nations 
c4nfcrtnce, which clearIy dunonstratad the dan- 
gers, our awn rcpmentatives helped wtc down 
rhe Russian preamble to the c011eEusiona of the 
conference, which called fm a cessation of all 
further nuciear testing. 

To explain this obstinate mmmitmeat to the 
infamous policy of rum extermination one must 
understand that its side reactions have proved 
as demotalizing as its central purpose. Within 
a bare decade, the United States ha.¶ built up a 
huge wstd interest in maas extermination - in 
the weapons rtctmsdvea aria in the highly profit- 
able manufacture of electronic equipment, planes, 
a d  &iIes dcsignbd to carry them ta their 
destination. Them are tens of thousands of in- 
dividual scientists and technich  engaged in 
nuciear, bactcrioiogid, and chemid research 
to increase the range and effectivenars of thae 
lethal agents, -though wc boast we already have 
a stackpile of nudear weapons capable of wiping 
aut the entire planet. There are also corporate 
bodies - the air force, the Atomic Energy Com- 
mission* great industrial corporations, and ex- 
travagantly endowed oentm of mearch - whose 
powers aod presumptions hare been constantly 
w i d d  dong with their profit and prestige. 
While the show lasts, thdr careem depend on our 
accepting the fallacious wsumptions to which they 
have e o d t t e d  us, 

All these agents now operate in & w e t  totah- 
ta.ian enclaves, perfectkg their secret totalitarian 
weapons, funcuoning outsick the p m t ~  01 
democratic g o v m e n t ,  immune to public ehal- 



lengt and erit ickn or to public correction. m a t -  
ever the &entifix: or, techid competence of the 
mcn working in W fidd, their saddous restric- 
tion of interest anQ tht limited conditions under 
whieh thcy work d have contact with other 
human Wings cio mt fosteF &om in the con- 
duct of Me. By m t i o d  commitment they livc 
in an unddima&n#S and distorted world. 
T s U m d t h d r d  I .  judgments is still an 
un-ad jndgmmt, fix 11pord critga have, 
from the s.tarl, b 1CA out of their general direc- 
tim 

1s it my wonder that even-in the narrow seg- 
men& of science wbprc they claim mastery our 
nuclear officials have made m r  after emr? 
They have again and again k e n  forced to d u c e  
their csdmate of the tfipcrmissible" limit of ex- , 

prxmrre to radiation, and On the b& of k n ~ ~ l a d g t  
already available they wiU have to reduce these 
esrimatcs s t i l l  m a .  Thus, too, they madt an 
a ~ o r  that startled themselves, in their u n d d c u -  
lating the range and the lethal faIl4ut of thc 

thcy sought ~o cover that 
and calumay, at k t  deny- 
aparrcge Mermen they had 

cd. Some bsve evcn used their authority as 
udden'tific assmnccs. about 
that no one will be able to 

a century has passed. Further- 
mwr; in matters failing within their province of 
exact knowledge, the judgment of these authorities 
haar repcatdy p r o d  c1~0neous d mischievous. 

blI this should nos surprise w: neither science I nor nudear en- endows its vcur with super- 
human powers. But what should surprise us is 
the fact that thc Axllcrka nation hag entrusted 
iae wdfare, safety, and future existence to these 
imprudent, ZrtlIibk men and to those who have 
smctioaed their de-rnaraked plans, Under the 
guise of a cdcdatad risk, our adear  strategists 
baM: prepared to bring on a calculated catastro- 

b phe. At some unprtdietablc mcrmcnt their sick 

1 fanzasies may borne umpakablc realities. 
DDcs myoac really thiPlr that, unless a miracle 

supervenesI there can be a more favorable out- ' come to thc o v e r ~  policy we have bten punu- 
ing? If w plicp had a wlot ~f txcupe befort 
Russia had achieved her first nuclear weapon in 
1949, It became thomghly dulcrcdited in Korea 
in 1950 and beeamc dcidal as soan as Russia's 
e o r i t y  is  rocket m i r s i  was established. 



The fact that Russia now has equal or better 
WCapoll~ of  atio ion and has joined ' us in 
them same insane preparatiow doubles our dm- 
ger but does not halvc our original guilt. Neither 
do~s it auI3lfy our willful stupidity ia now clinging 
to an obsolete, d i i d  strategy, based on a 
negation of morality and a defiance of common 
Senst. 
The only W b l e  justification of our continued 

reliance upon weapons of total extermbation 
would be that they do no present harrn aed wouid 
never be used by either side under any extremity 
of provocation. Can any lgaturc mind comfort 
itself with tither hope? Even our qmimental 
cxp1aclion of nudear bombs, at a rate of mart 
thaa two for Rda'sr one, has poisoned our babies' 
mitk, upset the dclicate ecological balance of 
pahut, 4, still m e ,  defiled OW galetic h&- 
tagc. As for the possibility that nuclear weapons 
will never be Z E S ~ ,  oar children in school kncw 
better than this every time they are put through 
the sadistic mwmwy of an air-said drill and 
learn to "play disaster." Such baths of fear and 
Mlity me gratuitous assaults against the young, 
whose py&oI&d damage is already hcalcul- 
able; their only service is to bar more tightly the 
udts that wodd permit a red escape. 

There arc people who wodd defend these p h  
on the grounds that it is better to die nobly, 
defending democracy and freedom, than to sur- 
vive under Communist opp&on, Such apolo- 
gists perhaps exaggerate the dSertmes that now 
cxlrit between our two systems, but they err even 
more smiouly in applying to mass extambation 
a moral standard that was defensible odp as bng 
as tfirs death was a symbolic one confined to a 
restricted number of people on a small portion 
d the earth. Such a disaster, as in the bitter-end 
d t a n c e  d the Southern ConEedaacy, waa s t i l l  
relatively minor and retrievable; if the original 
~.esolve to die were ia fact an erroneous one, in a 
k w  generations it could be comcted. Nuelear 
da&zagt, id contra& is cumulative and irretriev- 
able; it admits no belatad confession of error, no 
repentance md ablution. 

Under what canon of sanity, then, can any 
government, or any generation, with its limit& 
pmqxxtiw, its fallible judgment, its obvious 
proneness to self-dcceptirm, delusion, and error, 
make a dechion fur all future ages about the very 
existence of even a single country? Stdl more, 
how can any one nation treat as a purely private 



r ' e t  its decision on a matter that wiM affect the 
life and health arid continued existence of the 
r a t  of mankind? 

There are no wads to describe the magnitude of 
such insolence in thought or the magnitude of 
Cpiminajity involved in carrying it out. Thaw 
who believe that any oouatq has the right to 
make such a decision share the madness d Cap- 
tain Ahab in Maby Dirk. For them R d a  is thc 
White Whale that must be huntcd Bown and 
grappled with. Like Abab in that mad pursuit, 
they will Men to no reagindera of Iove, home, 
Family obUgation; iv order to kill the object of 
their fear arid hate they w e  ready to throw away 
the sextant and compass that might g i n  them 
back their moral direction, and in the end they 
will sink their own ship and d m  thcir crew. 
To such unbalanced men, to such dcmoralid 
oflorts, to such dchumanizcd purposes, our gov- 
ernment has entrusted, in an easily concelvrrbk 
cxtrernity, our livcs. Even an accident, thesc mcn 
have confessed, might produce the dim results 
they have planned, and marc than onw has 
idamst done so, TO accept their plans and cnsu- 
ing decisions, wc havc dcii kratcly anesthetized 
the norm& feeliigs, emotions, anxieties, and hops 
chat could alone bring us to our scnscs. 

N o  ona cau gums brow a aulticieudy aide m- 
euvery of moral qnsi-ibility and initiative might 
I= brought about. Neiub:er caa, one predict at 
what mom2mt our nation wiU sec that there is no 
prmhible d i k e  af Ii&, either in expcrimcrrtal 
prepmation of them vile weapons or in a find 
confiict w h w  very methad would nullify cvwy 
rational end. Ckrainl it stems daubdul that 
pop* pressure nouldbngabau us6 a change 
in gwummtnt policy, q! M~CI: thC emtian 
of a shattering di, w h  kt might wcli be too 
late. But great leadaship, cxertd at the right 
moment, might clear the & aad illuminate the 
territory ahead. Until we actually use our woap- 
om of cxtumktian, there b nothing that we 
havc yet done that caanot be undone, cxeept 
fur the existing pollution d o w  food and aur 
genetic heritage with strontium 90 and carbon 
14. But we must make a m o d  about-face M m  
we can command a political f4Mard march. 

Yet if once the American nation made such 
c v a l u t i ~ n  of the morality of extemhation, new 



poUcits and appropriate dechiom would quickly 
q g p t  t h d v a .  Thh wqld do more to &me 
an immediate improvement in the relations bt- 
twcm the two powers aow mdtted  to prepw- 
hg for mutual extermination thatl endless @tys 
between their heads of pvrnnment, 

A mead about-face .dm not demand, WJ &me 
whorse mindg are con$ealed by the Cold War 
$uppose, either a s d e r  to PIuskn Com~~lu- 
nim or a seriea of futile appcasemtnts; neither 
docs, it mean any increase in the d q m  under 
which we now live: just the contrary. Those 
who see no o h  alltemafivcs arc s t i l l  living in the 
pre-nuclear world; they do not understand that 
our greatest teemy is nat R d a  but our trachcr- 
ows wcapm, and that our comeaitmknt to these 
weapon9 is what har prevented m from con- 
ceiping and p r o p a  the nlxxmuy meam for 
extending thc area of effective M o r n  d, 
h o e  all, for SraEiqpding manlrind from mean- 
ingless mutilation and nmawwc. 

No dangers we +ht face once wc abndoncd 
tEtc very. possibility of using maas extermination 
would be as great as t b e  under which we now 
live; yet this ia not to say that a bold change of 
policy wouid be immediately succdul, or h t  
More it had h e  to ~~ ita full tffkcts in 
ather countries it might not tempt Rwia  to 
me-= to extend over ather areas its own mon- 
olithic system of minority single-party government. 
But need I emphasize that &we possible penalties 
could hardy be w m c  than thasc out g o m m t n t  
m d I y  accepted in Czcchaslovakia, PoIaad, and 
Kwea, at a time when WE Btill hugged the illu- 
sion of wieIding absolute power through o w  
monopoly of nuclear weapons? While slobcr judg- 
ment need not minidm these traasitiond di- 
cd t is  and possible losses, one must not rundec- 
estimate, tither, the impact of a new policy, 
wholly concerned to reestablish the moral con- 
trols and political cooperadam necessary to enablc 
mankidd to halt the threatening misuse d the cx- 
traordinary powers that it now commands. 

Even in a purely military sense, this changed 
orientation might producc tbc gmattxr difficulties 
for those Communist governments who misunder- 
stood its intention and sought to turn it to their 
private national advantage. Rmia wauld no 
mare be able to eseape the impact of our humane 
pltuls and moralized pmprwah than it was able 
to amid the impact and c i d l e n ~  of our nuclcar 



*-US. If \YC rallied %bi?mxs of mercy, Ikman- 
hg%edmss, and mliv rvith 'the vigor with 
which we havc d e d  the dchumai~ieed 
fmim ddestruetion, whtg~vcmtlkent c o d  stand 
a j p h c  us and face&@dpapLo, however strong 

nation d @ ,yk 'tb.. ve measures 
~ . t a ~ r r f l ~ ~ ~ c h t b e b ~ d w a ~  
h~ ~gl@,.irta z~ :~w%e ~ ~ ~ I B C C .  ~ m m t c ~ y ,  
Gd& R-*.fhe only or e x - 0 ~ 1  who 
h yet bad tht eowage m admit o w  wI iw 
ax&c&uhtio% hw already sketched in, with 
swlt brcines~~ the outlines of i better policy, and 
his pzo& might be aznpliiiad and d a q e d  
ia rnaajf dimhar once we had cwtNmme our 
a W  t t h m s b  4th I P d  a d  ow bation 

solve by mechaaid wtapo~ldl ~ p c d  bgr a detached and ~c?-z~MT- de ink@- 
gcnq have prwcd h l d k  by ihsc mt A 
great leader wodd kaow that the time has come 
to rchtate the d d n g  human factor and bring 
forth g e *  imaginative proposh a d d r d  
to mankinds$ m i v d  and working toward its 
filrther dwcT~pm*tlt, 
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