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“Everybody’s Treasure: The Takata-Matsubara Embroidery Project” and Its Meaning
—From the Perspective of Sharing “Livelihood Culture”—

Misako KASUYA

At the Setagaya Art Museum in Setagaya-ku, Tokyo, from March 5 to March 10, 2019, eight years
after the Great East Japan Earthquake, the exhibition “Remember the 3/11 Great East Japan
Earthquake: Thinking from Setagaya” was held. It featured embroidery by Hiroko Amano & thirty-one
tapestries on which in total 741 embroideries by residents of disaster area and the other participants
were arranged. Each piece was stitched with pine trees according to the common theme ‘our lost
memorial pinewood.” They were inspired by Amano who prompted this project.

Firstly, this report describes the background of the launch of the project. Secondly, the author
summarizes the feelings reflected in the pine tree tapestries of the disaster area, Takata-Matsubara in
Rikuzentakata City, Iwate Prefecture. Thirdly, the author clarifies the role of students’ involvement in
this project. The author goes on to examine the significance of embroidery as handwork from the
viewpoint of sharing “livelihood culture.” The author concludes that this exhibition is related to social

issues and is an example of shared “livelihood culture.”
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