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A characteristic of the approach we are adopting here, that of systemic theory,
is that it is comprehensive: it is concerned with language in its entirety, so that
whatever is said about one aspect is to be understood always with reference to
the total picture. At the same time, of course, what is being said about any
one aspect also contributes to the total picture; but in that respect as well it
is important to recognize where everything fits in. There are many reasons for
adopting this systemic perspective; one is that languages evolve - they are not
designed, and evolved systems cannot be explained simply as the sum of their
parts. Our traditional compositional thinking about language needs to be, if
not replaced by, at least complemented by a ‘systems’ thinking whereby we seek

to understand the nature and the dynamic of a semiotic system as a whole.
(pp.19-20)
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This [Lexical density] is a measure of the density of information in any passage
of text, according to how tightly the lexical items (content words) have been

packed into the grammatical structure [clause].(p.22)
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In bridging river valleys, the early engineers built many notable masonry viaducts of
numerous arches.(p.654)
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gooboboobobooobbuoooooobbooobbobbooobbuooobboobobo
goobbooobbooobbob 2-10bboo0bbooobbuooobbooobbo
goobooobbooobooobooboobooobboonbooobboobbo
gogoboboooboobdooobboooboboobboooboobbuoobobboobbo
0000000000000 0000000000000000000000O0Halliday[5]0
0000000000000 000D00000000020

l0ooo000000000oo0 (177000
20000000000000000000000000 [14]0
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If you drink too much alcohol
zAR | mAR | &8 |
when /g)u drive your car,

| &7 | mam | a@n |
&~ You are likely to have an accident.
| =z | wmam | z@m |

Excessive consumption of alcohol is  a major cause of motor vehicle accidents.

&R EEE LR

022 000000000000000000000£O

24 0JOO0O0OO

0000000000000 0D (ranking clause) 000000000000 OOOOO
OclavseD 000000000 O0OODOODOOODODOOranking clauseDO00O000O0O0O0OO
oooooooooo

ranking clause 00 00000000 Oclause 00000000000 ODOODOOOOODOO
000Do00Do00o-0000000000000000000000000000 rankO0O0O
00000000000 0oooooooooooooooooDoooo00ooooooon
ooooooooooooooooooooooon

e clause(O)
e group/phrase(0 /0)
e word(O)
e morpheme(0 0 O)
0000 ‘The eldest oyster winked his eye’ 0 0 -0 /0-00000000000000O0O

[7]0

The eldest oyster winked his eye.

O clause

o/0o nom.gp verbal gp. | nom.gp

a The ‘ eldest ‘ oyster winked his | eye
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00000000 O0o00000oo0oUooooOoUDDD cdavse0oooooooooO
00 Oranking clause 000 0000000000000 O0O0O0O0OOOOO group/phrased
0000000000 group/phrase 010 0000000000000 OOOOOOOOOO
00 ranking clause 0000000000000 OOOOO 70

(a) Since Caesar was dead, everyone cried.
(b) That Caesar was dead was obvious to all.(p.266)

O02000000Caesarwasdeadd 0000000 DODOOOOO0OO0O0OODOOOODO
O00(p) 0000000000000 000 clawse00000O00O0OOOO(MOOOO
0000000000000 group/phrase 1000000000 O0OOOOO

(a) Since Caesar was dead, everyone cried.

O clause clause

0O /0 | Since Caesar was dead, | everyone ‘ cried

(b) That Caesar was dead was obvious to all.

O clause
0 /0 | That Caesar was dead ‘ was ‘ obvious ‘ to all

(b) OO Caesar was deadd 0 group/phrase 00000000000 OO0 O Oranking clause
0000000000000 0000000000000000 (ranking clause) 0000
000000000 (b)000 M That Caesar was dead was obvious to alld O O O ranking
cause 000 O00O0OODOOOOODOODO

ranking clause 0000000000000 OOOsentence0 000000 OODOOOOO
gooooobobobobobobooboboboooooooboboboboooooboon
goboooobooobood

25 0O0OO0OOOOO

00000000 000000000000 o0oooDoUoooo

Lexical items are often called ‘content words’. Technically, they are ITEMS (i.e.
constituents of variable length) rather than words in the usual sense, because
they may consist of more than one word: for example, stand up, take over,
call off, and other phrasal verbs all function as single lexical items. They are
LEXICAL because they function in lexical sets not grammatical systems: that

is to say, they enter into open not closed contrasts.(p.63)
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0000000000000 00o0o0oo0ooooooooooooooo (o
00000000000000)00000000O00OO00o0DOooOooOooOn
stand upOtake overOcall of 000000000000 OOOOO (phrasal verb)
boboooboobooboooooooooooooooooooobooooooonoo
gboboboboooobobooooooooooooboobobobobono
gooooboboooooooboooobooobooboooooboooobooon
gooooao

(0:00)

000000000 open contrastsd —class membership 0000 00— 0000000
0000ooooITEMOOOOODOOO00ODOOOOO0O00O0O0O0O0O0O000000O0
0000oooooooo0oooo0o0o0o00oooooooooooO0Ooooooooon
000oo00oo0ooooo0oooo0ooooDooo0ooDooOoooooooooDoooOoon

A grammatical item enters into a closed system. For example, the personal
pronoun him contrasts on one dimension with he, his; on another dimension with
me, you, her, it, us, them, one; but that is all. There are no more items in these
classes and we cannot add any. With a lexical item, however, we cannot close off
its class membership; it enters into an open set, which is indefinitely extendable.
So the word door is in contrast with gate and screen; also with window, wall,
floor and ceiling; with knob, handle, panel and sill; with room, house, hall; with
entrance, opening, portal — there is no way of closing off the sets of items that it

is related to, and new items can always come into the picture.(p.63)

oo00O0ooOo0oooOoOoO0O0oooOoOoOoOooooOoO0OoOoooOoOoOoooOoOooo
OhimO0OO0O0O0O0O0O00O0O0OLeOhisOOO00O00OOOmeOyoudherditOusO
themOone 000000000000 0O0000O00O0000 himOO0O0O0O0O
0000000000000 0000000000000DO0ODOODO000000
0000000000000 000O00000000DO0O000OODO0O0O0O0O0
00000000000 O0O0O0000ooUoooOOo0o0ooOoODoOooooooDoOonO
door D0 O00D0O0Ogatedscreen 000 O0O00O0ODOQOOOwindowd walllD ceiling
000000000000 dknobdhandled panelOsill O O O roomO housed hall O
O O entranced openingd portal 1 0 0 0000000000000 OOOOOO
goooOoOOO0O0O00OO0OoOoOoOoOoOoOooooooooooo

(O:00)

00000 closed contraststd —class membership 0000 0000—0000000O00O00O0
0000 openconstracts 1 00D UOO0OOOOODO0OOO0OOOOO0O0OOOOODODOO
goobdooobobooooooboooooon

gobooooboboooobobuooooboboooooooboo
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Another aspect of the distinction between lexical and grammatical words is that
grammatical items tend to be considerably more frequent in occurrence. A list
of the most frequently occurring words in the English language will always be
headed by grammatical items like the and and and it. Lexical items are repeated

much less often.(p.64)

gobodobbooboobboooboboooboobbooboobobooaoo
OO0000000O000OO00DoO00DOboOOboOOtheUanddit0nDOOO0OO
obooooobooooboobobooobooboooooonoo

(0:00)

gboboooboboooooooooobooobOooobooooooooooboooooboogon
0000000000000 OHalday[5| 0000000000000

As you would expect, there is a continuum from lexis into grammar: while many
items in a language are clearly of one kind or the other, there are always likely to
be intermediate cases. In English, prepositions and certain classes of adverb (for

example, MODAL adverbs like always, perhaps) are on this borderline.(p.63)

gobooobobooboooboobboobobooobooobooooba
gogboobboobooobuoabboobbooboobooobooaono
00000000 for exampleD alway O perhaps 00O O000O0O00D00OOOO
oood

(0:00)
0000000000000000

We have been assuming a simple measure in which all lexical items count the
same. But the actual effect that we are responding to is one in which the relative
frequency of the item plays a significant part. The relative frequency of gram-
matical items can be ignored, since all of them fall into the relatively frequent
bracket. But the relative frequency of lexical items is an important factor in the

situation.

The vocabulary of every language includes a number of highly frequent words,
often general terms for large classes of phenomena. Examples from English are
thing, people, way, do, make, get, have, go, good many. These are lexical items,
but on the borderline of grammar; they often perform functions that are really
grammatical — for example thing as a general noun (almost a pronoun) as in
that’s a thing I could well do without ... They therefore contribute very little to
the lexical density.(pp.64-65)
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000000000000 000D000000D0000 thingD peopled wayd dod
makel getO haved goOd goodOmany 0 0 000000000000 O0DOOOODO
OO00000O000DDO0O00DOOOthat’s a thing I could well do without ...
00000000 OthingODODOOOOODOOOODOOOODOOODOOOOOO
goooooooooo

(0:00)

obooooobooobobooooooooooooboooboobooobooooOooobooooboon
ooooobooobooboobooboobooobbooboooooooooboooooonoo
gboboooboooobooboooobOooobobooobooobooboobobooooooonoo
gboboooboooboobbobooooooboooobooboboooooboooboobooDn
0000oooooooo (110

000000000000000000000000000 (ranking clause) 0000000
go0doooo0oooooooooooOoO0ooooooooooooBCCWIJOOOOO
O000000000000000000000000 (ranking clause) 000000000
oboooobooooobobooooobooog
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000000000 XMLOOOOOOOOOOO [24jJoBCcCcWJOOOOOOOoOoOooo
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gboobooooboobooooooobobobonoooobobobooooooooooon
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0000000000000 00000—00000000000000001'0
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O (ranking clause) 000 0000000000000 DO CBAP(Clause Boundaries An-
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000000000000 00000000014700000000000O0O0 [23]0
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contents oooooooboon
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noteBodyInline oooooooooooooooboooooon
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sentence type U0 quasi | U0 0O0OO0O0O0O000000000000ODO0O sentence 0

speaker gboooboobooobgooobooboo
table gbooaod

title gboaboaboooobgobooboab
titleBlock title 00 O0D0OO0OODOOOOOO

verse
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0/000/0000000000000/00/0000000000000/0
00000/0000000000/0000000/0000000/000/0
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00000,/0000000000/00/ (p47)
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clause) 1000000000 OOO0OOOOCBAPOOUOOOOUOOOOUODOOOOODOO
00000000000000D00000 (ranking clause) 00000 3.200 020

2000000000000000000 [23]0000
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033:000000000000TTR

00 000 | 0000 TTR
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oo-000 81,636 33 | 0.000404233
0oo-0000 112,662 2 | 1.77522E-05
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