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PREFACE

The author of this thesis became interested in lNore
mon theology when he met a Mormon Elder while making a
community canvasse In a two hour discussion the elder
impressed upon the avnthor the "Christian" character of
the llormon cult. He spoke of the atonement of Jesus
Christ, Baptism, Lord's Supper and even Luther's Refor-

matione Is the Mormon Church a Christisn Church? To

find the answer to this question the author has under-

taken to investigate Mormon theology on the basis of
Mormon theological literature.

The purpoge of the thesis is to make celear the kormon
concept of salvation. The development of this conecept
necessitates a complete discussion of the lMormon philos-
ophy of life. The thesis will show the unchristian
character of this philosgsophy.

The author wishes to express his gratitude to Dr. F.L.
Mayer for his helpful counselling and suggestions in

writing this thesis.



INTRODUCTION

The Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter-dsy Saints
had a very intercasting beginning. Joseph Smith founded
the cult in 1830 when he published the "Book of Mormon.™
The true origin of the Book of lormonm has bsen traced
to an unpublished manuscript written by Spaulding, a Con-
gregational clergymene The manusceript was a novel whigh
purported to be the religious history of the American In-
dians. Spuulding gave the manusceript to a printer to be
published. Before the printer was able to work omn it the
manuseript disappeared. Sydney Rigdon, a young man who
gpent many idle hours in the publishing house has been
accuged of stealing it. The theory is that Rigdon becamse
intereated in religion when he read the novel. As a re=-
sult he joined the Baptist Church and soon obtained a li-
cense to presch. Upoh hig dismissal from the Baptists
beecaune of his heretical preaching he joined the Campbel-
litese In the interest of the Campbellites Rigdon trave
eled considerable distances to preach. In this way he
met Joseph Smith. Joseph attracted Rigdon's attention
because of his distinetive personality. Their casual ac-
quaintance developed into intimate friendship. From the
sollaboration of these two men came the new system of sal-

vatione.
Joseph Smith had gained local publicity through his



great imaginative powers. For a time he oclaimed he

could locate treasures by means of a pesp=-stone. At

ths age of thirteen he said he had received visions from
Godes The foundation of the Mormon cult rests upon these
visions. They were about some golden plates upon which
were writien revelations from God,"inscribed in Egyptian
Hieroglyphices by the Prophet Mormon. The Mormon accepts
Smith's claim of finding these golden plates under God's
direction. With the golden plates Joseph found the "Urim
and Thummin," cvysatal like balls, in which to gazs to find
the translation of the golden plates. The result was the
"Book of Mormone"™ In reality the Book of Mormon is nothing
but plagiarism with a few of Rigdon's and Smith's ideas in-

cluded in ite It is made up of Spauldinds novel, the Bible,

Carfbellite theology and controversial subjects of that day.l

The geheme of the cult is based on the assumption that
God withdrew His holy pPriesthood from the earth during
times of apostasye. The Chureh was taken from the earth
after the apostles. God again restored the Church to the
earth by ordaining Joseph Smith to the Priesthood in a
supernatural waye. Thus Joseph Smith is considered by the
Mormons sa iaspired prophet through whom God brought back

the church to the sarth.

l. CGeorge B. Arbaugh, Revelation in lMormonism.




The success of the Mormon founder in gaining converts

is remarkable. During the first year, 1830, Smith's

disciples increased from six members to one thousand. &

In 1875 about 75,000 Mormons were living in Utah. The
leEx;sﬁorted €78,217 Mormens in the United States. Mor=-
mon aggressiveness may be seen from their translations of
the Book of Mormone A guarter of a century after the cult-
had ito beginning it was translated in nearly every Euro-
pean Language.z

Mach persecuntion marks the early stages of the Mormons.

The persecutions brought them westward where they sought
a haven of refuge. Kirtland, Ohlio, near the shore of
Lake i&rie, was the scene of thelr first temple. From here
they went to western Migssouri. They tried in vain to es-
tablish Zion in Missouri, but had to flee, whereupon they
attempted to build the temple at Nauvoo, Illinois. It
was nearly completed when again persecution foreced them
to leave. lere an army of 5,000 men was gathered and
trained to fight the "Gentiles."™ At Nauvoo Joseph Smith
was killed, and his successor, Brigham Young, took his
place. At ihis time a small faction broke away from
Brigham Young's group and followed Sidney Rigdon forming
®Phe Church of Christ."4 Other bodies existing today

2. rFarley P. Pratt, Key to the Science of Theology, P- &
3. Ibid. Pe 82«
4. Goorge B. Arbaugh, ope. cite.




which have broken away from the main group are "The

Chuych of Jesus Christ™ (Bickertonites),"Phe Church of
Jegsua Christ™ (3trangites), and "The Reorgainized Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints."® The majority
who followed Brigham Young went to Council Bluffs, Iowa,
remaining there for only a short time. In 1847 they mi-
grated to Utah, settling at Salt Lake City. Since that

time the llormons have continued to enlarge their kingdom.

S« United States Bureau of the Census, 1936.
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CIAPTZR ONE

A System of Vork Righteousness

Our Lord says in the twenty-fourth chapter of St.
Matthew, "For many shall comé in my name, saying, I am
Christ; and shall deceive many." 31 2 Mormon Cult ful-
£ils this prophesy. It olaims to be- tn sole possession
of the true Gospel of Christ. The nans which the MNor-
mons have applied to themselves, "The Church Of Jesus
Christ of the Latter-Day Saints," is a usurpation of
Christ's name. The study of Normon theology shows that
it has nothing of true Christianity in it. When Christ
spoke the prophetic words guoted above He referred to
such grocups as claim His Name, but by their teaching
deny 1it.

There can be only two possible sytems of obtaining
gsalvatione The first is by works. In this system man
earng salvation by performing deeds which God recog-
nizes as worthy of reward and accepts them as sufficient
payment for all sins the particular individual has com-
mitted. The other system of salvation is that of




receiving it an a pure gift from God without any

worthiness in men. The latter is the Christian system.®
Holy Soripture says mankind ia saved by the Work of
Jagus Chriat, Cod's only Son, whoe suffared and died for
the sing cof men. Seripture clearly points this out in

T John L, 7: "eeseceand the blood of Jesus Christ his
aon cleangeth us from 2l sin.” It should also be noted
that man doeg not and camnot contribnte to his salvation
from sin. Lpheslang 2, 8.9: "For by grace are yo saved
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the
#ift of God: not of workas, lest uny mon should boaat."
Therefora acgording to God's Word man is saved by Grace
alone without meritorial works as a contributing factor
in man.

Yormon doctrine clearly violatea Seripiure's
princliple of goln gratia,"” salvation by grace alone.
3efore entering into the philosophy of their religion
atatemants from Mormon sources shall be gquoted to illus-
trate their stronz belief in work rightecusneas asg the
avatem of obtaiming salvation. "But as esceh person is
suilty of his own sins, o he mast comply with the cone
ditions which will entitle him to the benefits of Chriast's

atonement for his own zins."? "On account of the magni-

6. John Theodore Mueller, Christian Dogmaties, pe Ce
7« Charles V. FPenrose, “§0rnnn' EEGtrfgc, Ps i&.



tude of sins committed, repentance is not always followed

by forgiveness and restoration."8 According to thege
statements man is dependent upon himself for the forgive=-
ness of gin. Other statements may be quoted in which
this principle is still more evident. "That is, repent
now, and believe in Jesus Christ, that you may be for-
given when he whom you have slain shall come again in

the days of the restitution of all things; and preseribe
to you the germs on which you may be saved."? And in
their so-called divinely written Scripiure the following
gtatement ocours. "For they shall be judged according
to their works, and every man shall recsive according

to his own works, his own dominion, in the mahsions
which are prepared."l0 It is true that Christ is fre-
guently mentioned in connectioh with their sysiem of sal-
vation. However, their teachings make it plain that it
is not Christ's work which counts, but man's work. "We

believe that, through the Atonement of Christ, all man
kind may be saved by obedience to the laws and ordinances

cf the Gospel."ll According to Mormon theology Christ
is the Saviour of méen in thait He made valid the prescrip-

tion which He gave to men which he must follow in order to

be gaved. ©The following statement is illustrative.

8. Franklin D. Richards and Jameg A. Little, A Com-
gendium of the Doctrines of the Gogpel, p. —ZB.

De
10.James L. Talmage, The Vitality of lormomism, p. S23.
11. Ibid-. p. 62.
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"He, the first-bornm among all the spirit children of
God, was to come to earth, clothed with the attributes
of both Godhood and manhood, to teach men the saving
principles of the eternal Gospel and so establish on
earth the terms an conditions of salvation."}® There
is no Gogpel in "terms and conditions of salvaiicn."
These words show a pure pagan scheme of work-rightecuge
nesse And to bring cut still more forcefully this hea-
then atiitude toward salvation the follcwing ig cited:
¥"3So0 far ag I am personally respoansible for sin, I, and
I alone am accountable. This is just."l® These state=
menta are not vague. Mormonism has a clear-cut cone-
ception of the docirins of work-rightecusneass, both as
to its implications in this life, and to the life to
come., "After man is raised from the dead, he will be
judged according to his works, and will receive the re-
ward and be consigned to the sphere exactly correspond=-
ing to his former deeds, and the preparations or gquali-
fications which he possesses."l4 Can there be found in

guch statements the faintest spark of Christianity?
Hence from their own writings we see the pagan system

by which they wish to gain salvation.

12. Ibid. p. 49.
13. m- De 62« .
l4. ParIey Pe Pratt, oOp. oit., pe. 1206




An understanding of the lormon goncept of sal-

vation cannot be gained by simple references to their
pagan philosophy of work-righteousness. Their whole
concept of man ig an integral part of it. Therefore

the Wormon philogsophy of man must now be counsidered.
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CHAPTER TWO

Wthat Is Man?

THE PREEXISTENT SOULe. Men have at all times
wrestled with the problem of man's beginning. Philos-
ophy has never advanced a satisfactory explanation for
the first 1ife upon earth. Religions have usually at-
tributed man's existence to God's creation. The Genesis
record likewise states: "So God oreated man in his own
image, in the image of God ereated he him; male and female
created he them." With Christian faith man does not find
it diffioult to accept this record. Yet it does not ex-
plain to human reagon the many questions concerning man's
origin. But in the nineteenth century the Mormons claim
that God gave a more satisfactory revelation in answer
to this great question, “What is man?" It is interesting
to note how they trace his history beyond the Genesis

record into eternity.
The exact time of creation of man's entity is not

gspoken of. Man is referred to as an "eternal" being just

as God is eternal. Mormon theology speaks of him as




exigting in several different egtates. In hig first
eastate man is a spirit. When a cehild is born it simply
meens that another spirit has taken on flesh and bonese.
The Mormon philosophy contends that all things, whether
spiritual or temporal, are material. Hence the gpirits
are not something intangible, but they consist of matter.
They have bodieg similar to the mortal bodies in the
flesh, The gpirits are defined as "aggregates of re-
fined material atoms and have more power when placed in
bodies begotten for them."l® The spirits have intelli-
gence. The intelligence of the spirif is important to
the ultimate gsalvation of the eternal man. The spirit's
intelligence is gimilar to man's. It recognizes good
and evil and chooses between them. Through experience
it increases its intelligence. The Mormons have made
no speoculation or revelation concerning the spirits’
origin other than that they were begotten by the Hea=-
venly Father. It seems that they do not have a celsar

notion on the origin of the spirit. They say of men,
"man is of eternal nature and of divine lineage."16 1In
contrast the following statement is made: "Spirits are

begotten by gods and goddesses, who have funetional

15. George B. Arbaugh, op. cit., p. 100.
16. James L. Ta].mage, Ope citc’ Pe 24Z2.




bodies like ours."l7 If they are begotten by gods and
goddenses they could not be eternal according to logleal
thinking. Perhaps no better deseription eould be given
the spirits than the words of a member of the lMormon

cultes

This individusl, spiritual body, was be-
gotten by the Heavenly Father, in His own like-
ness and image, and by the laws of precreation.
It was born and matured in the heavenly mansions,
trained in the school of love in the family eir-
cle and amid the most tender embraces of parentd
and fraternal affection In this primeval pro=-
bation, in its heavenly home, it lived and moved
as a free and rational 1nteliigence, acting upon
its own agenoy, and, like all intelligence, in-
dependent in its own sphere. It was placed under
certain laws and was regpongible to its great
PatriarcE%L Head, This has been called a "first

eatatel”

Partioular attention should be given to the quotation
above which refers to the intelligence of the spirit. The
whole scheme of salvation of man evolves from and revolves
about intelligence. lMormon writers make it a point to
apeak of individual differences of men, whereupon reference

is made to a fundamental principle of democracy as is
written in the Declaration of Independence, "f1ll men are

ecreated free and egual.™ A Mormon writes: "But it is meni-
fest folly to earry this conception of the legal equality
of citizenship to the extreme of assuming that all men

are alike in capacity, ability or power.“19 The spirit

19. James E. Talmage, op. cit., p. 236.
17. George B. Arhaugﬁ,—_%y_; oit. p. 100.
18. Parleyr. Pl‘att, 22. ol E. Pe b7.




advances before it enters mortal flesh as i{ makes use

of its intelligence. The mecre the gpirit grows in in-
telligence the greater becomes its power, and the greater
in powexr it becomes the higher in ability will be the
body into which the gpirit enters. Just how the gpirits

come to have different or varied intelligence is not
stated, but ascording tc all indications it is by their

own use of the intelligence which they were given when
eresated. A lMormon author writes: "So far as we can peer

into the past by the aid of revealed light we see that

there was always gradetion of intelligence, and conse-
quently of ability, among the spirits, precisely as such
differences exist amongst us mortals."20 The spirits,
having the choice of good or evil, gain mcre intelligence-
as they choose the good. With more intelligence the
gpirit has more power because it has more control of mat-
ter. If the spirits choose the evil they may become less
intelligent and hence less powerful for power is galned
by intelligence. This might be called the key note of
their plan of salvation, because th=aiv ultimate goal is
power and glory. The gource of varied talents in mankind
ig therefore traced to man's preexistent soul. In reality
the process of hig salvation is begun before entry into

the world by mortzl flesh since salvation is acquired

20. James E. Talmage, Ope. git., p. 240




through advaneement of the "eternal being.” This takes

us to the plan of salvation as continued in man's ge-

cond eatate.

THE CREATION OF MANe. The liomon story of the world
sveation reminds us of the fascinating fairy tales chile-
aren love Lo near, Jogeph Smith, the inspired prophet,
glves us an interesting acscount of the creation of the
voride The Jead of the gods had a council meeting with
the lesser godse The supreme head isg the god addressed
ag God the Father, snd the Father of Jesus Christ. e
has more intelligence than all the other gods. The Fa-
ther oonceived oan idea which would permit all the gpirits
%0 acguire the power of mastering nature. The plan was
to take of the seli-existent materials, assemble them,
and make an earth of them. Lhe materials were not created
for sll matter is eternal, but simply arranged into form.2
Yhig earth was then to be the abode of "embodied"™ gpirits,
the second estate of eternal manm. The first two bodies,
Adem and Eve, were thug created and placed upon the earth. .

The ereation of man had its purpose for the salvation
of the spirits. When an immortal bLreaks a law of the lm-
mortais he becomes mortal. In other words, mortal man was

made to embody the spirit which did not follow the exact

2l. (Ceorge B. Arbaugh, op. eit., p. 108.



laws of nature.2? It would logleally follow that more
tal man is a degradation of the apirit, but this is not
30, The ambodied sgpirlit is in a higher pogition than
the unembodied. For this roasoa ths spirits eligible

%o entey into the mortal state of man is not confined
to those that broke a law. In order to hava greater
Joy and greater developmant akl spirits must enter into
nortal flesh.23 Human existence is aimply another astage

of the etermal beinge.
When this eternal being enters this world to become

man he is unconscious, awakening in the world with no
tnowledge of the past.34 The eternal being is placed
upon the earth in the form of man to provide for hig
further development in intelligence. However, God placed
man on the earth a perfecet creature without sin. In his
perfectness man could not enjoy the goodnegs of the Fa=-
ther becanse he did not know what it was to be inflisted
with evil. Therefore to proceed in the unending chain

of progress man had to fall into sine.

THE FALL OF MAN. Up to this point we have considered

the preexistence of man and the purpose of man's creation.
The next step in the Mormon order of salvation is the fall

of mane. Mormon theology says the fall of Adam is not a

Z2.Charles W. Penroge, op. cit., p. 43.
23-%0186 B. Arbaugh, _Olo ciE.. De 283«
24. Parley Pe Pratt. ODe OiEo. Pe o7.
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gseornful erroy in the history of man but rather it is
essential to the way of salvation. To the Christian
the fall of man meant a fatal misteke. A3 a result of
it man was estranged from God, which meant eternal cone
demnation for him, "For the wages of sin is death,”
Romzns 6, 12, Butl the new and strange revelations which
has come to the lormon seers saysg directly the opposite.
In Mormoniasm the fall is a great blesging as their "ine
spired™ revelation indicates:
cesssess.Blegged be the name of Cod, for
beeause of my transgression my eyes are Opened.
and in this life I shall have Joy, and again
in the flesh I shall see Cod. Were it not for
our tranggression we never should have nad seed,
and never should have known good and evil, and

the Joy of our redemption, and the etbrnql life
which God gilveth unto ell the obedient. -

God gave Adam two commandments. One commandment

wes to refrain from eating the forbidden fruit, the other,
to be fruitful and muliiply. In Adam's state of boliness

life would have remained exactly the same. IHe could not
have followed the ocommand to be fruitful and multiply, for
Eva had been thrown out of the Garden of Eden beccuse of
her gin. Eve's sin separated her from Adam. Therefore

in ovder to be fruitful ané muliiply Adam had to ain

to beccme unholy that he might be reunited with Eve. Be-
ing reunited with Eve Adam was now able to have children.
Fe therefore had to break the commandment to remain holy

25. Joseph Smith, The Pearl of Great Brice, loses Y,
10. 1ll.
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in order to fulfil the command to multiply.<® Thig

appears to be a strange inconsistency, but this is the

teasching of the new revelation. The Book of Mormon de-
gcribes the situation thusg: "

And now, behold, if Adam had mot trang=-

gressed, he would not have fallenj...And all

things which were created, must have remained

in the same state.....And they would have had

no children......having no joy, for they knew

no migery; doing no good, for they kanew no sin

ecsecessAdam fell that meh might be; and men are,

that they might have joy.&7

It is imperative to their system of salvation that re Moo~
man should be fruitfule. TFruitfulness is a mesns to the
ultimate goal which they have in mind. Without procreatiam
of children the countless spirits yet in the spirit world
would have no way in whioch to progress. IFrom the kormon
doctrine on the fall of man it is evident that this gronp.
which culls itself "The Church of Jesus Christ of the Lat-
ter Day 3Jainits" has completely turned the Christian doc-
trines topsy turvyl Another link has now been completed

in the gteps toward salvation. DBut to uanderstand the ne-
cessity of the fall we must consider why it is so importam

for each individvual to have off-gpring.
WHY PROCREATION? The final aim of the Mormon is to
attain unending power and glory, just as the greatest

god has attained at the present time. Since man is an

26. James E. Talmage, The Articles of Faith, p. 475
27. Joseph Smith, The Book of liormon, Ll Nephi 2, 22-25
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off-gpring of deity he is of divine linesge, and cone
sequantly, the Mormon considers himgelf a potential god.

Jogeph Smith gives proof for such a statement when he
pays: "God Himself was once as we are now, and is an
exalted man, end sits enthroned in yonder heavens."28
The very God whom they e¢all Father developed to Hisg high
astate by the same process which man now experiences in
his advancement. Coneerning man's advancement to God-

hood the Doctrine and Covenants says:

Then shall they be Gods, because they
have no end; therefore shall they be from ever-
lagting to everlasting, because they continue;
then shall they be above all, because all things
are subject unto them. Then shall they be Gods,
because they have all power, and the angels are
gsubject unto them. Verily, verfly I say unto
you, exeept ye abide in my law, ye cannolt attain
to this glory.2

Here is set forth the prineiple that if the laws
are kept which have been precgribed man will become a
god. Unless man produces off-gpring his potentiality as
a god will not be realized. Consequently the next step
cloger to salvation is precreation.

It was stated above that man's ultimate goal is to
attain unending power and glory, just as the greatest god
has attained. To be eligible for such a high estate one
must be the parent of off-spring for parenthood is the

28. James E. Talmage, The Vitality of Mormohism, De 272




is the beginning of this glory and power. A man is the

head of his family. The larger the family which he has
the greater is his power. It naturally follows that to
receive benefit in heaven from the power which a man gains
from this relation on earth, this family relation must
continue in heavene. TFor that reason the better start a
man has in producing bedies for the spirits while on earth
the greater power he will have after this life. Even here

on earth man can be called a little god.

Added to the purpose of enhancing his own glory the
Mormon thinks of all the sgspirits yet to be embodied in

mortal fleshe The more mortal bodies he can provide for
the spirits the higher he will stand in relation to the

other gods Dbeczuse of his good worke.

Closely allied with the doetrine of proocreation is
the Mormon practise of polygamy. Even though the Mormons
have submitted to the present laws of our country they
cannot tymuthfully celaim to have given up their dootrine
of polygamy. If this were true they have given up a funda

mental stepping stone to their salvation. "All good Mor=-
mong who by polygamy can have large 'kingdoms' will like-

wise beocome gods.“30 Polygamy was one of the most impor-
tant doetrines of Joseph Smithe. '

Ag an argument to justify the plural marriage they
use the Scriptural grounds that it is not sinful to marry

30. George B. Arbaugh, Ope C t.. pe 104




after one wife has past on to eternity. They say that

the man will have both wives in heasven. If such be justi-
fied in hoaven gurely it is not wrong tc marry more than
one wife here on earth.®l As a matter of fact a man will

not have both wives in heaven for the ingtitution of mare

rlage does not continue in heaven. Matthew 22, 30: "For
in the resurreection they neither marry, nor are given in
marriage, but are as the angels of God in heaven." An-
other argument advanced to justify polygamy is the vir-
tuous women who ghould have opportunity to marry a good
hugband. TFrequently the good husband she wants is already
marricd. She should therefore be permitted to marry him
that she might enjoy the companionship of a good mate.92
To substantiate the fact that the Mormon places great im-
prtance upon marriage it is noted that he refers to it

ag a sacrament.?® Another says of those who do not marry
that they become only angels and not gods. They become
the servantis to the "Royal Family of Heaven, The Princes,
Kings and Priests of Eternity."®4 Consequently “outside
of marriagze the salvation of man would be incomplete."35

Salvation could not be complete becauge man could have

no great power without a large family over whiech to rule.

3l. Charles Ve Penrose, ope. cit., pe. Sl.

32. Juvenile Instructor Office, A Hand-book of Referencs,
Pe 100.

3%+ Ibid. p. 99.

%4. Parley P. Pratty op. cit., pe 1l6l.

35. Franklin D. Richar S, O git. p. 117.
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Polygamy is practised so that as many children may be
had as possiblie. Thelr iuterpretation of Ephesians

6, 22 "The husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ
is the head of the Church" is peculiar to this dooctrine.
In.reference to the pagsage it is said, "as Christ is
eternally the head of ths Church, so is the hugband eter=-
nally the head of the wife."3® The begetting of children
likewise dces not end with thig life. Procreation ig the
main reason & man keeps hig wife aftey thisg Life. With-

out her he could not coniinue to advance in power.

MORTAL MAN, ONE STAGE IN AN ETSRNAL PROCESS. As
stated previously, man enters this world completely obli-
vious of what has heppened to him in the world of spirita.
He may have been one of the less intelligent spirits.
Should thias be true with an individual he could explain
hiz own insfficiencies. Nomon theology says the explana-
tion is simple. The gpirit of that person was one of the
gpirits which did not conform to the perfect laws. On the
othery hand the individual who enjoys the peek of health,
good fortune, fame and the like may be the result of one
of the good spirits. Man comes into this world with native
ability exactly in accordance with what he has deserved
according to the gpirit which inhabits this tabernacle.
"The gpirits of all men in their primeval states were in.

telligent. But among these intelligences some were more

36. Ibid. p. 1ll8.



noble, that is to say, more intelligent than others."37

Thig accounts for the differences to be found in mankind.
But regardless of the differences, man is placed in
the state of mortality for a specific purpose. If a man's
tabernacle is inhabited by ome of the lesser intelligent
apirits the man has a chance {o grow in intelligenece, and
make up for what hig preexigtent spirit lacked in compari-
gon with other spirits. He not only may make up for his
lack, but gain sven grester power than cthers. If a man
does not make uge of the intelligence he has he will be-
come less intelligent rather than become mcre so. If how-

ever, he "makes good" during this peried he will be cloéser

to the ultimate gzoal of salvation. Further teating awaits mexs

in the next stage of life if man fails to make the proper
progress. Talmage describes man's mortal life as to itis
place in the eternal existence of hig soul when he says:

Qur life in the flesh is but one stage

- in the courge of the soul's eéternal progres
a link connecting the eternities pasg with the

eternitiss yet to oocms. The purposs of cur
mortal probation is that of education, training,
trial, and test, whereby we demonstrate whether
we will obey the commandments of the Lord our
God and mo lay hold on the boundless opportuni-
ties of advancemant in the eternal worlds.o8

Life is as God, that is, without beginning and withoub
end. Man is Jjust part of that huge oirele. "To every

37. Parlsy P. Pratt, op. eit., p. 68.
4. James k. Talmage, op. c¢it., p. 238.



23

atage of development, as to every humen life, there is
beginning and erd; but each stege 1ig 2 definite freetion

of eternal process, which is without beginning or and. 99

The 1life of man in humen exigtence can be called = part
of salvation itself. It is a step higher in degree than
the first estate because the mortal body is a2 higher
devalopment than the spirit.

Thus far we have gonsidered the development of man
in relation to salvation up to the point of his death.

First it was noted that all men are eternal beings, having
preexistent souls. Then in oxder to permit the advancement
of the souls a body was oreatdd for them. However, two
bodies gave tabernacles to only two of the preexistent -
spirits, consequently Adam and Lve were commanded to multi-

ply. This introduced the Mormon doctrins of procreation

with its implications as to man's salvation. It was noted
that tﬁa more bodies procreated by the human being the
higher he advances in power because he becomes the head

of so many more people. Hence the liormons have allied
with their procreative scheme the polygamous marriages.
And finally the life of man wag congidered according to
its place in the scheme of salvation. lortal man merely
ocecupies one short period of time, or one stage of the

eternal process of the soul. Now let us see what the life

after death holds in store for man.

39. Jameg E. Talmage, ope. cit., p. 242.




CHAPTER THREE
The liormon Heaven

It has been stoted that all things in Mormon theol-
ogy are tangible. Lverything is subject to the feslings,
emotions, or =sensesn which man hags. As 2 result the lior-
mon thinks of heaven as a place very similar to this
earthe He even expects thig earth to become heaven in
future times. In the earlier days of Mormonism this fact
stood out more plainly. They seemed to be confident that,
as a people sent from God, they were to become ihe ruling
power of the United States, and eventually the world.
Their firet attempt to build this earthly kingdom was in
Kirtland, Ohio. The group having just heen founded the
llormons met with auch opuosition that they were forced to

nove. At about this time God revealsd to Jossph Smith

that Independence, Misgsouri should be the centsr of the
Mormon Xingdom whereupon the first migration to the West

bagan. For a short while the group flourighed until they
again were forced to flee. At Nauvoo, Illinois they organ-

ized an army to resist by force. Thay also worked out a




plan whereby Joseph 3mith should be electsd president

of the United States, and Sidney Rigdon, his close
assoclate, as vice president. They made further pro-
vigsion, should this fail, by contracting a congiderable

area of land in Texas where they would begin their earth-

ly kingdem. But before any of this materialized Joseph |
Smith was agsesinated. Becauge persecvtion continued
at Wauveoe, Brigham Young, the prophet following in Smith's
foot stepas, led the group to Utah. To the present time
they are working fanaticeally to build their kingdom on
carthe The ecrihly kingdom is a part of salvation itself
for it ig an early stage of the heavenly kingdom.
The cult holds to the revelation that Independence,

Iigsouri must some day be the center of IMormon power.
Since that time has not yet come the lMormons seem to have
lost hope that they will be established at Independence
prior te the great Millemnium. When that period comes

the land of North and South America will be ymled from
Independence, the New Zion. The members of the lormon
cult are proud today of what they eall a great patriotism.
They elaim that their young men are very anxious to aid

in the protection of the Americas because byfthay protect
the "promised land." North and South America is the "pro-
mised land" which Cod promised to the Jewigh tribes. When
| the Millennial period comes Christ will also come to the

earth to rule, and all the righteous, who are the kormons



that have obeyed the Laws and ordinances of the "Gogpel,"

will rige from their graves ito reign with Christ. The
righteous people living at that time on the earth will
receive an immortal body.40 The Millennixl period will
be another stage in the gsalvaition of man's etarnal soul.
During it the earth will be a beautiful place on which
to live, Tor progperity and peaocd will be supreme uundery
the effiecient theocracye.

In order to understand fully the Mormon econcept of
galvation it is necessary to congider their view on mnen's

eternal exigtence. It may be said in general that the

ilormon pet theory is eternal man's successive stages in
life, each stage being & higher form of glory. The firat
i3 called man's "first estate," representing his preexistant
soul ag a gpirit without a mortal body. His second estate
ig the existeuve in mortal flesh upon this earth.e At death
man passes into the third estate which is ealled the "world
of spirits.“4l The third egtate is ths "probationary
gphere." After the third estate is the bodily resurrection
which is called the fourth estate. The Millennial period
may be said to exist in the fourth estate, although some
who live during the Millennial period will not have lived
in the third estate, but will take on immortality without

40. James L. Talmage, op. eit. p. 175.
41. Parley P. Pratt, Ope 61%e, pe 57.




entering into the third estate. For oclarification of

the stages of man'e exigtence a reference may be made
to other NMcrmon categories. The unembodied spirit is

the first estate; the embodied spirit is the second

ectate; the disembodled spirit is the third estate; 1
the resurreoted body is the fourth estate.?® The first

stage of salvation after man's life on earth is the third

eatate. In the present discussiocn of the lMormon heaven
ths third estate is now to be considered.

As the term "disembodlied" spirit indicates, eternal
man is again without a body immediatsly succeeding his
life on earth. In Mormon theology the righteous psople
£0 to that part of the spirit world which the Seripture
galls "Poradigen4d They say the term "Paradise" ig used
in contragt to the "prison" tenanited by the disobedient
spirits. Reference ig made to I Peter 3, 19. 20. "By
which also ne went and preache@ unto the spirits in pri-
gon; which gometime were disobedient, when once the long=-
guffering of CGod waited in the days of HNoah, while the
ark was a preparing, wherin few, that is eight souls wers
gsaved by water."44 They do not distinguish between the

"Paradise® and the "prison" ag ifar as the location is

42. Ibid.
43. James L. Talmage. op. cit., 2061.
44. Ibid.



concerned, as the following quotation indicates.

The people swept off by the flood of
Foah, were imprisoned in the world of spirits,
in a kind of hell; without justification, with-
out the true knowledge of God, or a hope of
rasurrection, during those long ages which ine
tervened between the flood and the death of !
Christ,.49 i
The quotation refers to a "kind of hell" exiasting
in the world of spirits. Therefore in the world of
spirits are both the "kind of hell" or "prison" and
"Paradise.," The unrighteous shall go to that "prison™
where they receive just punishment for their sing, while
the righteous go to the "Paradise."46 fThe majority of
people, the Catholic, Protestant, Jew, Mohammedan, athe-
igt, ete. They enter the gpirit world to receive more
opportunity for salvation. It is obtained in exactly
the same manner as prescribed on earth, namely, by obe-

dience to the laws and ordinances of the"Gogpel." TFor
this reason the Mormons carry on preaching in the world

of spirits. Here the command to preach the Gospel to
every creature is finally realized. "In the world of

gpirits there are'Apostles, Prophets, Elders, and members

of the Chureh of the Saints, holding keys of Priesthood,
and power to teach, comfort, instruet, and proclaim the
Gogpel to their fellow-gpirits, after the pattern of
Jesus Christ."47

45. Parle}f P Pratt, 4th 9&" _22. °1to' Pe 136.
46. James L. Talmage, Ope Gibte, De 202
47. Ibid. Pe 134.



But the increase in knowledge of Christ does not

necessarily mean there will be an increase of happiness.
Meeeesdl death the spirits of all men pass to an inter-
mediate state, in which they associate with their kind,
the good with the good, the wicked with the wicked, and

so shall endure in happinegs or awful suspense until

the time appointed for their resurrection.™® From these
deseriptions of life immediately after death we under-
stand it to be a probation. The Mormons also will be

on probation, their duty during the time to be preaching
the "Gogpel," The Mormon Saints have progressed much
farther than other men because they obeyed the "Gospel"
while on earth. The probation is therefore relative,

varying with the individual.
The spirit world is a separate stage in the process

to the ultimate goal. The Heavenly Father andaChrist do

not live in the spirit world.4° The ultimate goal is to

live with the Father and Christ and to be like them. "Thus

within the soul are the potentialities of godhood. Such
high attainment is specifically the exaltation of the

soul as distinguished from salvation. Not all who are

gaved in the hereafter shall be exalted."®C Hence the

gpirit world is an early stage of the Mormon heaven, a

48. James K. Talmage, ope. céit. p. 66.
49. Parley P. Pratt, 4%% ed., op. oit., p. 120.

"6 6.

50. James E. Talmage, Op. cit., p.
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gtep nearer to greater happiness. It is "a place of wait-
ing for the resurreetion or redemption of the body."ol

On the other hand to those who deserve it, the world of
spirits is a place of punishment, a purgatory or hell,
where spirits are buffetted till the day of redemption.
The world of gpirits is a part of salvation because there
the gpirits may grow in knowledge. The culmination of
the sojourn in the gpirit world will be a bodily resur-
rection, at which time the soul will take on flesh , in-
corruptible and eternal. Man will then live eternally
in his gpecific realm of glory.

The location of the spirlt world is the present
worlde This world has its tempaal and spiritual sphere.
The temporal world is inhabited by mortal human beings,
while the gpiritual side of the tempaal world is inhabited
by the spirits. The gpiritual beings are normally invis-
ible to mortal beings. However, it is possible to discecern
the invisgible world by a supernatural power.

woxld, a Dersin 15 i6a Tlesh mess be smiclemd

by spiritual element, the vail must be with=-

drawn, or the organsg of sight, or hemring, must

be transformed, so as to be adapted to the

gpiritual sphere. Thisg state 1s called vision,

trance, second sight, clairvoyance, ete.b2

During the period of probation in the spirit world

5l. Parley P. Pratt, 4th ed. op. cit., p. 132.
62. Ibid.



the ultimate glory of the soul is determined because

each individual will receive glory exsctly in accordance

to his worthiness. It follows that thers are many de=-

graees of glory, but the Mormon theologian has convenient-

ly clagsified them into three main divisions which they
term the telestlal, terrestrial and celestial glory.

The souls that receive the telaestial glory, the
lowegt grade, are those which were cast in the "kind of
hell"™ as mentioned previously. They are distinguished
from the people who once believed the "Gogpel" and later
rejected it, for these have no promise of salvation.
Those who receive the telestial glery took action against
the "Gospel"™ while living on the present earth, having

naever been converted to it.

Those who were casgt down to ths depths
for their sins, who rejected the gospel of
Jegus, who pergecuted the saints, who reveled
in iniquity, who committed all manner of trans-
gressions exeept the unpardonable erime, will
also come forth in the Lord's time, through
iire blood of the Lamb and the ministry of His
disciples and their own repentance snd wililing
acceptance of divine law, and enter into the
various degrees of glory and power and progress
esseeThey wille...have an eternity of usefulness

and happiness in harmony with the gigher POWOTIS.
They receive the telestial glory.5

Below thig state of glory is condemnation where

we find thoge who were once Mormons but turned against

Mormonism. Those who recelve the telestial glory real-
PP rove f

ize thelir errcr while in the spirit world and show their”

53. Charles W. Penrose, op. cit., p. 57.



and acceptance of the "Gospelrwhile in the spirit world.

The resurrection after the probation in the gpirit world
congsigta in taking on an eternal irnceorruptible body of
flesh. They will be extremely happy in their sphere of
glory because there has been no previous experience
more Joyful.

lMormon suthors say little about the terrestrial
Elorye anorable and resgpectabls people, who however
were blinded by the ocraftiness of men, receive the ter-
regtrial glory. "They will not attain to the gifts of
increase and dominion and the fullness of the highest,
but will enter inte their rest, which shall be glorious."54
Mo doubt all Protestaents, Catholics, Jewish and pagan
peoples who lived a decent life will enter the terrestrial
glory. However, they too will be exeluded from salvation
if they reject the "Gospel" in the spirit world. It is
characterigtic of all gystems of work-rightecusness that
by good works all men will be saved. Likewise in Mormon
theology it is certain thot few will be without salvation.
Salvation is made possible for those outside the Mormon
cult by constant progression of the souls whether in this
life or in the world of probastion. One might logically
conclude that those in the lower degrees would finally
raach the higher degrees of glory. However, the progres-

gion will be within certain well defined lines. "The

54, Ibid. De 56.
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inheritors of any specifio order or kingdom of glory

may advance forever without attaining the particular

exaltation belonging to a different kingdom or order."dd

The oelestial world is the third degree of glory.
Only good Mormons will attain to the celestial, for it

1s the ultimate and higheat goal, attained by those who
adhere strictly to the laws asnd ordinances of the "Gosgpel."
After probation all men will rise with their immortal
body, at which time the will enter with flesh and bones
into the third degree of the celestial glory. The first
object he has in mind is to live with the Father and with
Christ; the second object is to become like them. It has
boen stated that man is eternal, begotten by divine Deings.

liis parents were gods; his essence 1s identical with God
and because of the lidentical essence with God he has the
ability to become likée Ged. The"divine seriptured of the

Mormon remarks: "Then shall they be Gods, becausse they

have no and;...Then shall they be Gods bscauae they have

all power, and the angels are subjeet unto them."9® mqhe
Mormon thinks of heaven in terms of life here on earih.
Consegquently their "heaven™ is a satisfaction of man's
carnal desires. The Mormon's aim is unlimited honor,
glory and powere. This unlimited power ia already bsgun

on earth by becoming a father to many children. As pre-

5b. James L. Talmage, op. eit., p. 269.
56. Ibida, pe. 247.



viously menticned the family relationship shsll con-
tinue in the hsreafter, for sex is said to be an eternal
quality whioh has its equivalent everywhere.®” In hea=-
ven a man shall continue his sexual relation with his
wife, or wives, and by reprocduction of off-spring his
glory becomes greater. lis power inereases because he
is the ruler of his family.

Reproduction of off-spring also glorifies the Eternal
Father. As growth takes place through the celestial mar-
riage the need for new worlds arises. The Eternal Father
then crcates new worlds and thus He too inoreasces in greatb
negs, In this way in an unending cirele the majesty and
powey of father and children continues to grow.

Thegse new worlds which God creates are the heavens
for eternal man to enjoy as a god himself. These worlds
4«re comparable tc the present world in which we live.

“hen human reason attempts tv define heaven it can do so
only in concepts with which man is familiar. This accounts
for the fact that the Mormon says the joy of heaven consists
basieally in four principles: life eternal, love eternal,
peace eternal, wealth eternal.®® Applying human standards
they define life eternal as a gpiritual intelligsuce, em-
bodied in the likeness of its own species, and clothed with

an ocutward tabernacle of eternal incorruptible flesh and

67. George B. Arbaugh, Evolution of Mormon Doctrine,
pe l64.
58. Parley P. Pratt, op. cit., p. 62.
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bonege In other words eternal life is obtained when

men enters the heavenly kingdom with flesh and bonese.
Likewise love eternal implies the relationship to other
beings of the same attributes. Thig is the prineiple

on which Mormons base their claim that family ties must
be of eternal duration. When they define heaven as peace
eternal they mean the development of eterual law and govern-
nent. This law would be in itself truth, goodness and
power. "Any government short of this, could never guar-
antee eternal peace."®0 In their carnal concept they
think of heaven as a place of tangible wealth. A pose
segaion of eternal wealth implies that "eternal man must

possgsess a certain portion of the surface of some eiternal
planet, adapted to hisg order or sphere of existence."6l
The portion must be sufficient in size to acecomodate his
dependebies. If he has an exceedingly lerge family his
portion will be relatively grecter. Naturally the greater
the portion the greater the man®s glory a=d power will bde.
Therefore the Mormon goal is to be rulers over such pro=-
perty. A lMormon author deseribes this eternal inheritance
in the following words:
Sternal gold, silver, precious stones,
and other precious materials would be useful

in the erection and furnishing of mansions,
and of publie and private dwellings or edifices.

69. Parley P. Pratt, 4th ed., op. c¢it., p. 59.
60. Ibid. E
6l. Thid. s Pe 60.




Thess edifices combined, or arranged in wig-
dom, would constitute eternal cities. Gar-
dens, groves, walks, rivalets, fouantains,
flowers, and fruits, would beautify and adorn
the landsecape, pleage the sye, the taste, the
smell; and thgg contribute gladness to the
heart of man,

The Holy Epripturn uges gimilar language to de-
soribe the gloaious‘;ternnl home which we ghall inherit
but Seriptural language is figurative, while the Mormon
anthor hars does not intend to gpeak figuratively. In
the nihd of thae Mormon heaven is a place very similaxr
to the world in which we live. It is a perfect world
without sin, consdquently no sorrow of any kind. Psople
will never die, but continue to live and reproduce. The
rieches of the greatest rulers in the present world are
but toys when compared to that of the next.%% 3Since the
dark color of men's gskin is a result of Cain's sin all
golored rases will have a white skin in heaven. %4

In this Mormon heaven man will be able to move with
zreat gpeed. "There is no apparent limit to the sgpsed
attainable by the body when unchained, sst frse from ths
elements which now enslave it, and dictated by the will."®
The human body which comes forth from the resurrection
"will, like the rigen Jesus, ascend and descend et will

and with a speed nearly instontaneous."”®6 Ile will com-

62. 1Ibid.
G3e Parrey e Pratt, Ibld.., De 63.
64. George B. Arbaugh, Revelation in Mormonism, p. 120.

65. Parley P. Pratt, op. eit., D. 146.
66. Ibid. p. 147.
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manicate with other gods like himéelf. "Planets will be
vigited, messages communicated, acquaintances and friend-
ships formed, and the sciences vastly extended,"67

The Mormon doctrine of heaven brings up several pro-
blemg. In lMormon theology there is a plurality of gods of
which the Father is the greatest, If there is a plurality
of gods bke problem is, how can there be unity among them?
Another problem concerng their eternity, for even though
the gods are eternal they beget children who become :gods
like vhem. The eternal beling conflicts with proocreation
which implies a beginning. Similarly the doctrine of the
progression of the gods confliets with the eternsl laws
wilch govern all matter. By intelligence they gain con-
trol of the elements, and organize them into new worlds.
In spite of this doctrine they say the universe is controled
by definite laws. Even the gods are subject to these laws.
thile God governs all Hig creatures, He Himself is governed
by eternal law which He never violates.®8 fThus the crea-

tiveness of the gods conflicts with the scientific control

of the universe. And again, according to the Mormon theory

all things are material, both worldly and spiritual substance.
Claive that +here i3 @

For example, thespreexistent goul made of material substance

conflicts with the spirituality of the soul. 59

67. Ibid.
68. Charles W. Penrose, Op. Git., p. l2.
69. George B. Arbaugh, Lvolution of Mormon Doctrine,

De 164.
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SUMMARY

Fyrom what has been presented it igs evident that _ o
the Mormon conoept of salvation is obtainegh;;M:;;:ﬁz;: 5.
then system of work-righteousness with no place for the
work of Christ. The process of salvation begins when
the preexigtent soul attempts by means of knowledge to
control the elements. The preexistent soul increases
its intelligence when it takes on mortal flesh becoming
mane. Man, his mundane life being only one stage in an
eternal process, continues the progress to power and
glory. When man leaves the life on earth he entsrs the
world of spirits which ig a probation where he continues
to earn salvation until hisg resurrection. At the resur-
rection he takes on immortal flesh to live as a god.
This is the final stage where man, if he has obeyed the
lawg and orainances of the "Gospel," meets God the Father
and His Son Jesus Christ. Man, now a god, continues to

increase hig power and glory Leceming like unto the Father
and the Son. The heaven in which man lives as a god may
be described in Mormon Theology as a glorified earth where

life is as we experience it today, execept that it is with-

out death or sorrowv.




PART II

Examination O0f The Thirteen Articles

0f The Mormon Faith
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INTROIICTION

The lMormons have published thirteen articles as
an expression of their faith. The articles are couched
in Christian terminology. Their missionaries freguently
endeavor to create the impression that Mormon thsology
is Christian. But the fact is, as the first part of
the thesis has shown, the central theme of Mormonism is
a system of coarse work-righteousness. At first glance
the Mormon articles of faith do not reveal their unchris-
tian character. Because the articles sound very Christian
it is necegsary to investigate the interpretation the lMor-
mons place upon them. An explanation will show that the
Mormon concept of salvation as presented in Part I per-
meates their whole theology. Therefore the thirteen arti-
cleg of their faith are to be considered in Part II.
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THE THIRTEEN ARTICLESL

The first article: We believe in God the Eternal

FFather, and in His Son Jesus Christ, and in the

Holy Ghost.

The firat artiocle gives the.impression that the Mor-
mon ig fundamentally a believer in the Christian ?rini-
tarian God. However, their exposition of it is polythe-
igtice. e note that not one word is said about the unity.
There can be no Trinity without unity, in fact, the lor-
mon emphatiocally denies the unity. The three persons do
not make up one god but rather three distinet and separate
godse. "That these three are geparate individuals, physie
cally distinet from each other, is demonsirated by the
aceepted records of divine dealings wiih man."2 Special
raference is made to Chrigt's baptism. At this time John
gaw the vigsible tangible body of Christ. He heard the
voiece of the Father from heaven saying, "This is my be-
loved Son in whom I am well pleased." He also recognized
the visible sign of the Holy Ghost.d "The three person-

ages were present, each manifesting Himgelf in a different

l. Janes £. Talmage, Articles of Faith, Passim.
2‘ Ibld. ? P. 39.
3. James E. Talmage, The Vitality of Mormonism, p. 43.
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manner to mortal senge, and plainly, each distinet from
the other."4 "Each of the members of the Trinity is
called God, together they constitute the Godhead."® The
Mormonsg call "sectavian™ concepts of the trinity a sense-
less inconsistencye.

It is but another way of saying, that

there is a God who does not exist, a God who

is composed of nonentity, who is the negative

of all existence, who occupies no space, who

exigts in no time, who is composed of no sub-

stance, known or unknown, and who has no powers

or propertieg in common with anything or being

known to exist, or which can possibly be con-

oeived of, as ex%sting @ither in the heavens

or on the cearth. -

The God the "gects" worghip, they declare, is as
pomwerless as any of the visible idels set up by the hea-
then. Joseph 3Smith denies the Chrigtian doctrine of the
Trinity when he says: "Many meh say there is one God;
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit are only one Godl I say
that is a strange God anyhow...All are to be crammed into
one God, according tc sectarianism."? Thus the Mormen
view of the Godhead is not the Christian Trinitarian view.
They look upon the Father, Son and Holy Ghost as separate
godas in a polytheistie manner.

The unity of the Godhead is not one in entity, but

one only in aglreement. It is called a type of unity in

4. Ibid.
b. James E. Talmage, ope. ¢it., p. 40.
Ge Pal’ley Pe Pl‘att, 4 _g__a-’ Ope Olto. Pe 27

7. George B. Arbaugh, op. oit., pe 160
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attributes, powers, and purposes of its members.® Eash
member of the Godhead is perfect, and therefors they
agree in all undsrsitending and judgemeni. "Under any
given conditions each would aet in the same way, guided
by the same principles of unerring jJustice and equity."9
Their relation to each other might bs compared to two
humen beings who are in perfeect agreement. The decilsgions
of the two individusls would be the same regardless of
whether both are pregsent to make the decigion or not.
Between the two individuals there is no union. They sine-
ply have identical views, and have an identical make-up,
consequrently they act in identically the same way. The
unity of the Godhead may be illustrated in this fashion.

A a type of thig kind of unity Mormon theology cites
Christ's High Priestly Prayer in which He agked that His
Digeiples be preserved in unity. He agked "‘hat they all
may be one" ag the Father and the Son are one. "Christ
desgired that all should be united in heart, spirit, and
purpose; for guch ig the unity between His Father and
Himgelf, and between them and thehnoly Chost."10 The unity
of the Trinity is not an eggential unity dbui a unity in
agreement.

God the Father is the greatest of the three gods in

e James L. Talmage, Ope cit., p. 40.
De Ibido. Pe 41.
10.101d., p. 40.
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the Godhead. There is no explanation for his superior
power. But in some way he got a "head start" over the

other gods and attained a degree of intelligence exceed-

ing the combined intelligence of all other beings.ll
He attained Hig power by learning the laws of the uni-

vergse and conforming to them. IMormon theology refers

to the Father ags the highest god but it would seem that
there ig still a god higher sincee God the Father must
conform to the laws of the universe.

The Father is a personal being with the form of
man, for man was created in the Father's image. The Fa=-
ther is the first of the human family.

God Himself was once ag we are now, and
is an exalisd man, and sits enthroned in ycnder
heavens. That is the great secret. If the veil
was rent today, and the Great God who holds this
in its orbit, and who upholds all worlds and all
things by His powar, was to make HimgelZ vigibla
- I say, if you were to see Him today, you would
gee Him like a man in form - like yourselves in
all the pe@rson, image, and very form as a manj;
for Adam wasg created in the very fashion, image,
and likeness of God, and received instruction
from, and walked, talked and conversed with %km,
as only man talks andccommunes with another.

The power of this god is infinite. Yet since he
has a human form and is made of material substance, "His

person cannot be in more than one place at any one time."1d

God is undergtood to be omnipresent through the medium of

li. George B. Arbaugh, op. cit., p. 167.
12. James E. Talmage, VIEalIf of Mormonism, p. 272.
13. James T. Talmage, Articles of Faith, p. 43.
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the Holy Spirit. God communicates by means of the
Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is in no way mystically
united with the Father or in one essence with Him, but
simply communicates to all cereation for the Father at
His wille In this way the Father is said to be present
everywhare.

God is said to be all powerful for He organized
matters Ag a result of hig intelligent control of matter
the universe operates in a psrfeet system. Yet God him-
gelf 1is subject to eternal laws. The laws are said to
zovern the most refined order of physical existence.l4
Sinee the Father is subjest to laws, man too, who ulti-
mately becomes a god, must be indirectly responsible to
the game laws. Thig introduces the Father's relation
to man with regard to man's salvation.

When the world was created it was done at the sug-
geation of the Father. It was all planned for the bene=-
f£it of the gpirits that they might advanee in power.

When the spirits conform to the eternal laws they advance
in power, but on the other hand they retrogress when they
do not conform to them. Hence the spirits are in reality
responsible to the eternal laws, and not to the god which
the Mormon calls Father. The Father simply made the plans

for his children, using his own intelligence for the bene-

14. Pal‘ley P. P]‘.‘att, _0_2_. Git-, Poe 44,
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fit of them. IMen must therefore be thankful to Ged the
Father for having formulated the plan of salvation, but
not for the gift of salvation. The plan has marely made
it possible for man to earn his salvation, for the re-
sponsibility of sin remains with man. He is directly
responsible to the Father for his sins and indirectly
respongible to the laws to which the Father must conform.
Bven though the Mormon denies pantheism, this is an evi-
dent trend toward pantheism because there must be a higher
force than the Father. This higher force, or law, is in
reality the ceontroling power of the universe gsince God
the Father is subjeoct to it. The resgponsibility to amn
exigtent law of this nature could easily be interpreted
as pantheisme.

The second phrase in the first article reads: "and
in His Son, Jesus Christ.™ The Mormons claim to accept
Jesus Christ as the Saviofr who came to redeem lost man-
kind. However, their acceptance does not econnote the
Christian acceptansce of Christ. This is evident from
their plan of salvation as it is worked out on the bagis
of works. The Christian aceepts Christ as true God, one
with the Fathey and the Holy Ghoste To the Christian He
is the only source of gsalvation having kept the law per-
feetly in man's stead, and having paid the penalty for

man's sine

Mormon theology says that when God planned the system
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of salvation for men He needed a saviour to complete the
plan. It seems that the Father agsked for volunteers to
perform this task. The Book of Abraham deseribes the -
choice in the third chapter, verses twenty-seven and
itwenty-eight: "And the Lord said; whom gshall I send? And
one answered like unto the Son of Man; here am I, send me.
And another angwered and gaid: Here am I, send me. And
the Loxd said: I vill deny the first. And the second was
angry, and kept hot his first estate; and at that day, many
followed after him."1® At this moment Jesug Christ was
chosen from among the Engels to serve as the Redeemsr of

mankind, becoming next in authority to the Father. He

was not identified with the Father for He was mersely one

of God's many childrens As a child of the Father Chriat

is no different from the Yather im form, however, a sepa-
rate individual from the Father. "He differds nothing
from His Father, except in age and authority, the Father
having the seniority, and, consequently, the right, accord-
ing to patriarchal laws of eternal Priesthood, to preside
over Him, and over all His dominions, forever,and ever."ld
Chrigt does nothing of Himself; independently of the Father,
One is subordinate to the other. Christ does all things
by the authority of the Father since He is of the same

15. Joseph Smith, The Pearl of Great Price, p. 9.
1l6. Parley P. Pratﬁ. ODe OIto. Pe 40.




mind as the Pathered?
Chrint i=2 culled the firat-born among all the
apirit ehildran of CGol.l8 Although Christ is now nearly

en great and powerful as the Father He ie Do more of die
vine lineese then Abvaham, David, Parl, or man iiving to=-
drye Thervefore the work which Chyist performed is not

necansarily sny greater than that which any mac oeu.m rave

perforned had man baen appointed to éo so. "No one who

acoepts as a reality the Atonement of Josus “Yhrint in bee
Lal? of all hunan~kind oan conasistently dany the eificecy
of viecaricue serviee, in which one persom officiates ia
behalf of another, provided of ecurss th:t the lL.bor de
done by divine uppointment.”lY The gquotation sccentuates
man's charootor and lowern the character of Jhrist. Nore-
mon theology places man and Christ on the sume lavel.
Christ and man ave neot aegual in glory at the present tise,
vut the posaibility eoxists that man ocan attain the lLevel
of Chrisi's present stale. Thus seeordiang teo Homonian
it i3 a faet that Chrint is ancther oxalited man living in
the i;eména with the Fatlere He has a bDody oxaetly like
tha Father's, which i3 a body jJuat as man's body. Christ

is of the namo @onence a3 man, the differesnce being in the
atote of ezeltatica which man has not yet attalned.20 1t

17. ,{)0 4l.
Lo: Jassn"s. Salsace, YAtelity of Momoniom, ve 45-

De
20. g‘"ﬂ‘%& B Prats, 4th 8de ,0pe Oite, Do O2e
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follows that the work of Christ as taught in Jeripture
ia Genied. Soripture makes 4t cleay that Christ had to
be e Theanthropic Nedeemer, for e was required to take
the plage of man in porforming a task only Cod could de.
In Vhristian theology Christ's work paid iths pemaliy Lov
the ging of the aﬁtiye world; for bLoth original and astual
sine This work of the atonement of Christ is complete.

In Movmon theology the Atonement of Christ tekes on
a far different moaninge Vhen man i1eoll into sin he was
oriranged from Gode The estrangemsnt from God made man
a morial beling, compelled to die. The death was not only
physieal but primavily it was gpiritual, or complete baui-
ashment from Gode The Mormon says that since this was
the result of "one" individual act it would dbe unjust
that all men muat suffer eternally in hell for it. Theree
fore Chrigt camemto the world to atone for that “one" in-
dividual sin. fThrough the redemption of that "one" sin
which Adam committed, immortality is again restored to
the whole human vace. Hormon theology speaks of a uni-
versal atonement, but this universal atonement i3 mevely

The atonemenl

a cancelation of Adam's sine '+ has univergsally restored
man'a lost immortality, as a dormon author writes: "We

nagt look at Jesus Christ in his true character of God

ond Savior, in order to form a proper conception of the
great saorifice whioh hag opened, to the human family




the way to immortality."2l liote the expresaion "the
great saerifice which hag opemed....the way to immortal-
itye.™ The burden of man's sin has not been taken off
his shoulders and placed upon Christ's. "....Atone-
ment is made operative for the remigssion of sing through
individual compliance with the conditlions explicitly set

forth by the author of eternal salvation unto all them
that obey him."22
Another important work which Christ performed was

to give assurance to men that they will rise azain. Just

85 he rose, 80 shall men rise who obey the laws and ordi-
nances of the Gospel. His resurrection proved the immor-
tolity of the soul.?®3 |

Christ's work included the prescribing of laws and
ordinauces of the Gogpel. He did not usher in a New Tegta-
ment era of "Crace™ but brought with him "laws" which man
mugt fulfil in order to yweach the state of exaltation in
heaven. "As each person is guilty of his own ging, so he
rmast comply with thie conditions which will entitle him to
the full benefits of Christ's atonement for his own sinsg.'®4
The Mormon says there ig no salvation but by Jesus Christ,
but this gstatement means that without the laws and ordi-

nances which Christ prescribed for man to follow, and with-

2l. Tranklin D. Richards, Op. c6it., p. 78.
22. James E. Talmagd, Ope Gibe, De 64.

23. Charles W. Penrose ope Cit., De 44.
24. Ibid.’ Pe l4.



out the redemption of Adam's sin there would be no sal=-
vation. In spite of the Mormons' claim that Christ is

Redeemer, they have denied that Christ can save man.
Their plan of salvation is said to be cooperative. The

atonement effected by the Lord Jesus Christ has only

opened the way; it is left to every man to enter therein
and be saved or to turn aside and forfeit salvation.<®®

In short, the Morymon wants to earn his salvation by worksl
The Mormon concept of salvation is evident when they

discuss Christ's work as being incomplete. When Christ

said on the cross, "It is finished" He meant his work here

on earth is finished. After Hig death on the cross Christ
went down to hell to preach the “Gospel“* to the spirits.

The point to be noted is that Chrigst entered hell after
hig erucifixion to preach to man how he could save himgelf
by performing ceertain works.

The whole scheme of the XMommon cult is basged upon

a@scribed by them Te Chyirl witheod ’rldf From Holy Jeripfure

another gpecial work of Chrigt. When Christ came He intro-
duced to the world the pure doctrines and restored the
priesthood to the earth. The Church had been taken away
from the earth. After Chrigst the divine priesthood was
again taken from the earth because of apostasy Jjust as be-
fore Christ. It was not restoréd again until Joseph Smith

veceived the divine ordination through supernatural means.

25. Jumeg E. Talmage, op. c¢it., p. 50.

¥ In Mormonism the Gospel has no other meaning than
obedience to the laws and ordinances of the Gospel.
The Christian meaning is never employed.

-
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The third part of the first article purports to be
a confegsion of faith in the third Person of the godhead.
The lNMormong believe that the Father and the Son are cor-
poreal beings, but the Spirit_is a substance like elec-
tricity, galvanism, magnetism, animal magnetism, spiritual
magnetiam, essence, etc. The purest of all these gub-
stances of this nature is that of the Holy Spirit. The
air we breathe, whieh although invisible to our sight, is
clearly maonifested to our sense of feeling. Likewise is
the Holy Spirit. They go so far ags to claim that the com=-
ponent parts of this substance mey be analyzed.<2® wThig
substance, like all others, is one of the elements of ma-
terial or physieal existence, and therefore subject to
the necegsary laws which govern all matter, as before
enumeratel."2? "ilost Gods have their parts assembled in
cne gpot, but the Holy Chogt ig distributed throughout
the universe."?8 It seems that Joseph Smith vaguely con-
ceived of gspirit as an oTfshoot of an original inert na-
ture. He gaysg: "There is no such thing as immaterial mat-
ter. All spivit is matter, but it is more fine or pure,
and can only be discerned by purer eyes; we cannot see it;
but when our bodies are purified we shall see that it is
all matter."?9

26. Parley P. Pratt, 4th ed. op. cit., p. 38.
27. Ibid., Ath ed., De 09+

28. George B. Arbaugh, Revelation in Mommonism, p. 100.

29. George B. Arbaugh, Evolution of Mormon Doctrine, p. 166.
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The work of the Holy Spirit is to give man or bsast
intelligence. It affects the instinet in animals. 1In

gome measure it enlightens every man.

lMan, ignorant of God and his attributes,
increases in knowledge by experience and ob-

servation, explores the fields of nature,
wateches and experiments with the elements,

acquires.....truths, makes discoverieg....

thinks, in hig ignorance of the spiritual
elements, that hé accomplishes these important
results By his own unaided wisdom, when they

are the effects of the workings of that uni-
versal spirit of intelligence which emanates
from the Father of light, without which man
would be 1158 the blind, who wander about at
noondayeees

The usual channel through which the Holy Spirit
extends its influence is the nerves of the body.3L The
Holy Spirit carries out the work of the Father and all

the Angels. "aingels and all holy men perform all their
miracles simply, to use a modern magnetie term, by being

in 'communication' with this divine substance."92

"Thig Holy Spirit, under the control of the great
Zlohim, is the grand moving canse of all intelligences,
and by which they act."33 The work of the Holy Spirit
is to carry out the will of the Father. By this work the
individual beings in the universe can inerease in intel-
ligence. The greater the inorease in intelligence the

closer an individual is to salvation, or to power which

30. Franklin D. Richards, op. oit., p. 130.
3l. Parley P. Pratt, op. cI%Q, - 100.

32. Ibid., p. 103.

33« m-. 4th ed.., Pe 39«
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congtitutes his salvation. "Those beings who receive

of its fulness are called sons of God, because they are
perfected in all its attributes and powera, and being

in communication with it, can, by its use, perform all
things."®4 The Mormons believe that only they have re-
ceived of the fulness of the Holy Spirit, and by contin-
ued communication with it may progress to the attributes
of perfection. Other people have only partial enlighten-
ment, with which it is said the mind is able to reason,
discern, judge, compare, comprehend and retain memoyy . 99
Thus the Holy Spirit also has "its" part in man's pro=-
gression to greater power. "It" places within the grasp
of man the pogsibility of attaining powers through intel-
ligence, which is the means to salvation. It must be
noted that the Eoly Spirit gives these powers only to
those who are considered worthy of them. In this way the
Holy Ghost also fits into the scheme of work-righteousness.36

Article Two: We believe that men will be punished
for their own sins, and not for Adam's transgressions

It hag been stated that Christ's work atoned for Adam's
firat trangression which separated man from God. This Atme-
ment is universal, for all men,in that it regtored immortall ty

to both believers and unbelievers.* Sinece Christ did not

%4. Ibid., 4th ed., p. 4l.
35. 1bid., 4th ed.
36. James B. Talmage, Articles of Faith, p. 167.
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atone for the actual ging of men it is evident that man
mugt guffer punishment for his transgressions. Unleas

man pays exactly the amount he owes he will not partake
of salvation. "The Book of Mormon teaches that men will
be rewardsd or punished according to the degree of good

and evil done in thig life."37

The punishment of man's sin takes place in the world
of spirits. He who has not been converted while living

on earth will go to a "purgatory" where he will receive
punishment according to his due, The punishment will be
without merey. He will suffer a complete and just reward
for hig evil workse This "hell™ will be eternal in the
sense that it will exist throughout ages, but the punish-
ment for sing will not go on for eternity. When each in-
dividual has paid the penaliy he owes he will be placed
on the road to salvation.98

Even in the world of spirits man must earn hig way
to salvation. In order to be started on the road to sal-
vation each mugt accept and obsy the laws and ordinances
of the "Gospel." The "Gogpel" is preached in the world
of gpirits. By this plan of salvation the majority of
men will eventually receive salvation, although it will
net be a salvation in the exalted form such as the Hormons

raceive. It will be of either the Terrestrial or Telestial

37. Charles A. Shook, Cumorah Revigited, p. 439.
8. Charles W. Penrose, op. ¢it., p. DG.
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glorye.

For a few there is no promise of salvation at all.
These few are called the "sons of perdition.” They wil-
fully turned away from the "Gospel"™ when they were onee
enlightened by it, thus commititing the "unpardonable™ gin.
They receive the "gecond death.” It is said that about
one=-third of the angels rebelled with Satan, these are
living in the world of the "second death." "The gecond
death therefore is final consignment to the dominion of
Satan, and, of necegsity, banishment from the presence of
God and Christ."®® After the thousand years reign of
Christ on earth Satan will be loosed for a time. If some
chooge to0 follow Satan during thisg time they also will be
condemned eternally.40

Article three: We believe that through the Atone-

ment of Christ, all mankind may be saved, by

obedience to the laws and ordinances of the Gospel.

Article four: Ve believe that the first piinciples

and ordinances of the Gospel are: first,Faith in

the Lord Jesus Christ; second, Repentance; third,

Baptism by immersion for the remission of sins;

fourth, laying on of hands for the gift of the

Holy Ghost.

Artiele three states the system the Mormon f$ellowsto
e2in salvation while article four presents the ccnditions
attached to that system. The Atonement of Christ as pre=-

viougly deseribed atones for Adam's transgressiocn, and

$9. Franklin D. Richards, e« 6it., p. 302.
40. Juvenile Instructor Cffice, op. cit., p. 96.
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does not effect the means by which salvation is obtain-
ed. Man gaves himself by obeying the laws and ordinances
of the Gospel which Christ prescribed when he came to the
-earth.

The four principles mentioned in the fourth article
are not the only rules which condition salvation. For

instance, coneerning the Sabbath the following statement
occcurs: "The obligation is evidently as binding upon the

later-day Saints as it was upon their fathers, and they

in like manmer will reap the reward of cbedience."4l 4nd
in regard to the law of the Tithe: "The law of tithing in
its fulness requires the surplus property of members com=
ing to Zion to be paid into the church as a consecration,
and after that, one teanth of their interest, or inerease,
or sarninze sanually."42 The four principles related
above are merely four of the main laws to be followed. The
whole scheme of salvation rests upon works. It is evidant-
that the Mormon definition of faith is really obedience
and not the "medium leptikon™ which appropriates Christ's

marite.
The second principle related in the fourth article

is repentance. "Repentance, then, is not only a confes-
gion of sins, with a sorrowful, contrite heart, but a

fixed, settled purpose to refrain from every evil way."4d

4l1. Franklin D. Richards, op. oit., p. 226.

42. Jmvenile Instructor Cffice, op. eit., p. 96.
43. James E. Talmage, op. oit., p. 1127
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Repentance is more than a self-acknowledgment of agin.
The three steps of repentance are: "1) a convietion of
guilt; (£) a desire to be relieved from the hurtful ef-
fecetls of sin; (3) an earnest determination to forsake
gsin and to accomplish good."44 The real object of re-
pentance is goed works. When & man ccmes to the know-
ledge of the Father and perfectness seen in Him he res-
lizea his own weaknessesg. With this realization he
wishes to become more like the Father. He wants to be
"relieved Lrom the hurtful effects of sin." A4As a result
men craves the opportunity "of showing by good wiorks the
sincerity of his newly developed faith; and he will re-
gard the remission of hig sins as the mogt desirable of
blessings. Then he will learn that this gift of mercy is
granted on certain specific conditions.4® MMerey granted
on certain specific conditions cannot be a gift of mercy
at all, but something earned.

The third principle acoording to the fourth article
is baptism by immersion. Jogseph Smith prophesied that no
nen eould be baptized until his works showed worthiness
of it.4® With this condition of worthiness is the stipu-
lation that the bgptism must be performed according to the
one and only correct method. In ovder to be valid the bap-

tism must be by immersion, sdministered by divine authority,

44% Ibid., p. 109.
45. Thide.
46. George B. Arbaugh, Revelation in Mormenism, p. 60.
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and performed with the correct formula.47

The special purpose of baptism is admission to the
churche It is a sealing of the covenant with God. Be-
cauge baptism is part of the ordained law recognized in
heaven it is essential to the highest glory of salvation.
"Justice forbids the granting of universal and uncondi-
tional pardon for sins committed except through obedience
to ordained law."48 Baptism is a bi-lateral covenant
concerning both God and man. IMan must uphold his agree-
ment to obey the laws and ordinances of the Gospel, while
God promises to reward man upon his completion of such
requirements. Again we gee no gift in baptism as Holy
Servipture offers, but rather a part of the work-righteous
scheme.,

The Mormons have introduced the "Baptism for the
dead" since baptisﬁ is egsgential to ths highest glory of
salvation. The lMormon argues that Chrigt did for men that
which they could not do for themselves. In former dispen=-
gations the officiating priests were permitted to ast in
the place of others. Theraforerﬁﬂunoontinuea, man may be
baptized in the place of others who have died without bap-
tism. The Mormons are known for their accurate genealo-
gies which have been traced back for many generationse.

They have compiled these records for the purpose of per-

47. Charles W. Penrose, op. cit., p. 15.
48. Jameg L. Ta.].mage, 22. oiE-. Pe 122.
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forming baptisms by proxy for relatives who were not bap=-
tized in the true church. - They say concerning those in

the spirit world:

) & 4 the¥ are iudged according to men in
the flesh, 1t would evidently be unjust, if

they should not have the benefit of all the
ordinances and privileges that pertain to the
living. To the question, how can the dead re-
ceive the ordinances of the Gogpel there ecan
be but one answer -~ z; proxy; by the vicarious
works of the living.

3mall children do uot need baptiam because they are
ginless. Baptism is necessary as one of the laws and or-
dinances of the Gospel, but the sinless are exempt from

such lawge.

The fourth prineiple of the laws and ordinances of
the "Gogpel" is that of laying on of hands for the gift
of the Holy Ghost. This meang the bestowal of the Holy
Ghost upon an individual through one of the members of
the priesthood.®0 "The special office of the Holy Ghost
is to enlighten and ennoble the mind, to purify and sanc-
tify the soul, to incecite to good works, and to reveal the
things of God."®l Thege gifts can be had only through
the priesthood. The gifts are an aid to salvation since
salvation is earned by good works. However, it must be
noted that only those "who are entitled to His tuition"

will receive increased powars of intelligence from the

49. Franklin D. Richards,.g%. eit., p. 42.
50. James E. Talmage, op. cit., p. 165.
ol. Ibido. Pe 167-
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Holy Chost.%2
He will serve as a guide in things divine

unto all who will obey Him, enlightening svery

man, in the measure of hig humility and obe-~

dience; unfolding the mysteries of God, ag the

knowledge thus revealed may effeot greater

gspiritual growth;....sanctifying those who

hive been eleangsed through ob%dienoe to the

requirements of the Gospsel."d

The Holy CGhost is given in thig special way to those
who profess their obedience to the laws and ordinances of
the "Gogpel." The exalted state in heaven cannot be had
without the bestowal of the Holy Ghost through the laying
on of handse.

Article five: We believe that a man must be

called of God, by prophecy, and by the laying

on of hands, by those who are in authority to

preach the Gospel and administer in the ordi-

nances thereof.

Article gix: We believe in the same organiza-

tion that existed in the Primitive Church, viz.,

apostles, prophets, pastors, teachers, evan-

gelists, etc.

Articles five and six deal with the ministration of
he Word, and therefore are closely related. The first
states that ministers must be ordained by divine author-
ity. Unless the Holy Priesthood retains its divine suc-

cesgion the works of this office would become invalid,
hence much depends upon this doctrine of divine authority.
On this bagis the Mormons claim to possegs the sole power

of performing valid sacramental acts. A baptism outside

52. Ibid., p. L62.
53. ibide
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of the HMormon body cannot be valid because it is not
performed by a divinely ordained minister. o mar-
riage (a sacrament to the lormons) is valid before God
unless performed by a member of the divine priesthood.
Ag Seriptural examples to illustrate the necessity of
the divine ovdination they cite Noah, lielchigedec,
Abraham, Moses, ElijJah, Peter, James, John and others.
"They were not only endowed with the Holy Ghost, but
were also appointed and get apart to administer needful
rites in God's stead. What they sealed on earth by this
authority was sealed in heaven, and what they loosed on
earth was loosed in heaven."®4 Thig dootrine has a great
deal to do with the final salvation of the Lormon. They
say, @ person might believe the Mormon doectrines and live
according to it, yet he would remain outside the Hormon
Church if he were not received into it by divine author-
ity through the laying on of hands.®® This would mean
that he could not @nter into the highest state of exal-
tation gimply because he received no dispensation of the
Word and Sacraments by divine authority. It shows how
man's galvation in Mormonism is not dependent upon Christ
but upon human beings who must gualify to bestow upon an
individual the privileges of the highest glory in heaven.
The Mormons oclaim to have divine authority on the
theory that God has takem the Church from the earth during

4. Charles W3 Penrose, op. cit., p. 20.
55. Ibid., D. 24 » 2Re 2220
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the times of apostasy. TFor example, after Christ the
apostles had the dispensation of the "Gospel."” But when
reople fall away from the churah no one could receive the
ordination to the priesthood. "When the Priesthood is
oncs lost it cannot be regained merely by the hopes, wishes
or acts of men."56 "yhen there is no man living in the
flesh, who holds this authority, its rsstoration can only
be effectsed by the administration of heavenly beings who
formerly held it on the earth."S?7 Joseph Smith claims to
have recelved the keys of baptism for the remission of sims
from John the Baptist, when he appeared to Smith in a vi-
sion t0 restore this divine power. In the same manner
Jogeph Smith received the keys of beptism of the Holy
Ghost from Peter, James and John. The latter igs the bap-
tism which Christ performed. Thus the world exisied from
the time of the apostles up until 1830, the time when the
priesthood was restored to Smith, without the pogsibility
of having a single person saved for the state of exalta-
tion in heaven.

The church organization of the lormons consists in
the following: the presidensey and two counsslors; twelve
apostles, equﬁl in power with the former; the seventies,
gpecial witnesses to the "Gentiles;"58 elders, deacons,

pastors, teachers etc.®® This arrangement is supposed to

56.Ibido. Pe 2l.
57. Ibid."
50- Isia.. po 24.

9. Juvenile Instructor Office, op. eit., p. 147.
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to be exactly as that in the New Testament period, and

it is called a2 mark of the true church, eonsequently,

the Mormon elaims hig is the only true visible churech

on earthes Ths men holding the positions in the church
supposedly have exactly the same function as did the

men in the New Tesgtament Church. "A church which hag

not ingpired apostles nor prophets, cannot be the Church
of Christ, for these are essential to its full consti-
tution,"®0 The exalted state of salvation is dependent
upon membership in the true visible church. The visible
church has a divine organization formed by Christ and un-
less the divine organization is fulfilled the aects of the
church are invalid. Here again may be seen the legalis-
tiec basis of liormon work-righteousness. In Mormon theol-
ogy it is certainly true that Christ did not come to offer
grace but to prescribe laws which men must follow in order

t0 reach the exalted state of glory.

Article seven: We believe in the gift of
tongues, prophecy, revelation, visions, heal=-
ing, interpretation of tongues, etc.

Article eight: We believe the Bible to be the
word of God as far as it is translated correctly;
we also believe the Book of Mormon to be the

word of Gode.

Avticle nine: We believe all that God has re-
vealed, all that he does now reveal, and we be-
leave that He will yet reveal many great and

60. Charles W. Penrosa' ._020 Oitc, De 24.
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important things pertaining to the Kingdom
of God.

"The Latter-day Saints claim to possess within the
Church all the sign-gifts promised as the heritage of
the believer."6l The lMormons emphasized the gifts of
the Spirit to prove that God's presence was manifest
among theme. Thisg wag partioularly true at the begin-
ning.62 Since then many of the speeial gifts of the
Spirit have fallen into disuse, which has given indivi-
duals opportunity to echallenge the validity of the church.
The prieasts answer that the gifts are not among the com=-
mon lay people for anything more than personal guidance,
and therefore a mark of the church is not at stake.63
The guidance of the shurch is placed into the hands of
the priesthood. "One should not doubt the priesthood
because if there ig anything wrong in it God will set it
right."%4 The present-day Mormons olaim that revelations

are gtill received for guidance of the church.

Mormons believe in the individual gifts of the spirit.

The following quotation is a reference to the gift of
tongues, "In the present digpensation, this gift, again
promised to the saints, is not infrequently manifest."65

6l. James E. Talmage, op. eit., p. 233.
62. George B. Arbaugh, Ope. Oite., De 6l
63. Ibid., pe. 180

64. Ibid.

65. James E. Talmage, op. cit., p. 224.

" I ———
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The same is said of the gift of healing.%6 0f the gift

of prophesy they say: "In the current dispensation this

gift is enjoyed in a fulneas egual to that of any pre-

ceding time."®7 The gift of revelation is very important

to the church. AllL of the new doctrines are based upon

ite ™"Though it is the privilege of any person to live

sc ag to merit this gift in the affairs of his special
calling, only those appointed and ordained to the offices

of pregidency are to be revelators to the people at large."68
Chrigt promised that specified gifts are to follow the be=-

liever. "The possession of such gifts may be taken there-
fore as essential features of the Chureh of Jesus Christ."69

From the seventh article it is evident that the mem=-
bers of the Church 0f Jesus Christ of the Latter Day Saints
have placed their faith in human agencies. The gift of
tongues, the gift of heavi;:‘gme:g.:‘;;z;h"o; ﬁtfl::em;roduct of
paychologicael conditions. The practise of the Christian
Seientists and enthusiastic Gogpel Preachers proves that
mental healing 1s'posaibla. In like manner may the miracles
of the Mormon cult be explained. Heanece their way of sale
vation is based on a series of human illusions.

The eighth article states the Mormon's belief in the
Bible and the Book of Mormon. To them the Bible is the

product of a former dispensation. "The Latter-day Saints

67. Ibid., p. 229.
68. Ibld., p. 230.
69. Ibid.
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believe the oviginal records to be the word of God unto
man, and, as far as these records have been translated
corractly, the tronslations are regardsd as égually au-
thentie.”?’C Howsver, the translator must be inapired in
order to praesent the trae Bible in ancther language.”’l
The interpretation of the Bible is much different from
that of the Christian interpretation. The progresaive
ravelation an illustrated by the Book of Normon accounts
for this. Tha Book of Mecrmon is an added revelation
which gsheds new lLight on the former revelations; it is
Hormonism's "Koran." The significance of the Boock of lor-
mon ia its claim to restore the “"Cogpel” of Adam. Iis
writers were influenced a great deal by the Campbellitese.
Il contains Jampbellite itheology snd the Mormonm versioa
of American santiquities. Though tha Book of HMormon was
the originel souree of Movmon dootrine it has lost much
of its influencse in the present clmrech. Other revela=-
tions have taken its place to formulatie Mormon theology,
for actuclly "The Doctrine and Covenants” has nade More
monigm what it im.7?

The ninth article concerns the revelation of God
t0 mane. "Ihe ingpired atterances of man who sgpeak by
tha power of the Holy CGhost are seripture unto the peopl e." 79

70« Ibide, D= 230.

7L. m-. De 257a i
7%« Uiorgn Be Arhmgh. _0'1- O:Lt.. Pe C8e
75. James 5. Talmage, op. @ite., pe 299.




Thia statement evaluates the revelations of the priest-
hoed. Upon this revelation depends all authority. Thus
again 1% is plain that the salvation of the laymen is in
the hands of the priesthood. Whatever the priesthood
speaks, that the layman must take as an oracle from God.
Revelation constantly progresses. The progressive reve-
lation has frequently brought confliets in Mormon theo=-
logy, vet they say, continued revelation is necegsary
for the present conditions. "While the revelations of
the past are indispensable as guides to the peoplé....
they may not be universally and directly appiieable to
the circumstances of suceeeding times." "4 The founda-
tion of the churech is placed upon this progressive reve-
lation. I% stands to reagson that the church could not be
very firmly grounded in principles when it is established
on such a basise

Article ten: VWe believe in the literal gathering

of Isvael ond in the restoration of the Ten

Tribeg; that Zion will be built upon this con-

tinent; that Christ will reign personally upon

the earth; and, that the earth will be renewed

and regeive its paradisical glorye.

The tenth article is a statement of belief in the
Millenniume. "The Millennium, with all 1ts splendor, is
but a more advanced stage of prepargtion, by which the

earth and its inhabitants will approach feoreordained per-

74. Ibid., p. 302.
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fection.”?® During this period all the true Isrselites

will reign with Christ. When Chrigt comes to the earth

to reign the thousand years the true believers will take

on immortality. All those righteous who have died will

rise from the dead and live on the earth with Christ.

Fortal beings will also live upon the earth, but when

the regeneration is complete there will be no more death.

Phis will take place at the end of the thousand year reign.76
Juring the Millennium the earth and its inhabitants

will not be perfecte.

“hroughout the Millennium, the process

of regeneration will continue. Society shall

be purified; nations shall exist in peace; wars

shall cease; the ferociiy of beasts shall be

subdued; the earth, relieved in great measure

from the curse of the fall, shall yeild boun-

teously %o the husbandmen; and ithe planet shall

be redeemed.

The heathen will be redeemed during the Millenninm.
They will not receive the exaltation of the Mormons, but
will receive the privilege of serving the Saints.’8 The
Saints will own the soil, the redeemed heathen will be
the toilers of it under the direction of the Saints. Iife
will be very progperous under the world theocratic govern-
ment. The 0ld Zion will remain to govern the world which

existed at the time of the prophets. The New Zion will

75« Ibid-' Pe 375
76. 1Did., pe 378.
77. 1bld., ps 377.
78. Parlay P. Pratt, 4th ed., op. oit., 140.
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be established at Independence, Missouri. "Thus all
nations will be associated in one great brotherhood.
A universal theocracy will eement the whole body poli-
tic."79

Article eleven: We claim the privilege of

worshiping Almighty God according to the dic-

tates of our own conseience, and allow all

men the same privilege, let them worship how,

where, or what they maye.

Article twelve: Ve believe in being subject

to kings, presidents, rulers, and magistrates,

in obeying, honoring, and sustaining the law.

Article thirteen: We believe in being honest,

true, chaste, benevolent, virtuous, and in do-

ing dood to all men; indeed, we may say that

wa follow the admonition of Paul - we believe

all things, we hope all things, we have en-

dured many things, and hope to be able to en-

dure all things. If there is anything vir-

tuous, lovely, or of good report or praise-

worthy, we gseek after these things. ---Joseph Smith

The lormons state according to article eleven that
there mugt be freedom of religion. Religious intolerance
ls unsceriptural. ELvery man will receive in the hereaftier
the exact punishment or reward according to his deeds on
earth. TFor this reagson no one ghould take it upon hime
gelf to interfere with an individual's conscientious be-
lief. "The Church holdg that the right to worship accord-
ing to the dioctates of consocience has been conferred upon
man by an authority higher than any of earth; and that,

in consequence, no worldly power can Justly interfere with

79« Ihido. Pe l4l.
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its exercise.n80

It i3 easily understood that the Mormons should up-
hold such a doetrine in their documents. Because of
their strange anti-gsoeial practises which are a result
of thelr theology they themselves have often not been
tolerated. On the other hand, where the Mormons have
held full authority they have not tolerated others among
them. St

The lformons olaim to be good citizens, subject to
the civil government. It is true that they obey therlaws
of the land in order to keep peace. "Wherefore, be sub=~
Jeet to the powers that be, until he reigns whose right
it is to reign, and subdues all enemies under his feet,."82
But it is also true that the Mormon thinks primarily of
2 theocratic government. The present government of the
land ig not the divinely ordained government. In describ-
ing what the Book of lMormon teaches concerning government
the following remark applies: "However, as the civil and
and the ecclesiastical powers were usually vested togsther,

the king or chief judge generally being also the high priest,

80. Jameg E. Talmage, op. cit., p. 398.

8l. Bill Hickman, Brig 's Destroyi Angel. The life of
Bill Hiekman ag written in a Book of oon%ess?on ig illus~
trative. He lived under Brigham Young, the sucecessor to
Joseph Smith. Hig life is a story of hideous crimes, most
of them murders, which were carried out at the command of
Brigham Young. Hickman himgelf had ten wives and twenty-
gix children. He died a despondent character because he
realized his life's error of joining the ilormons.

82. James E. Talmage, op. oit., p. 422. Passage quoted

from Doetrine and Covenants.
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there are comparatively few admonitions of alleglance
to the civil authority as distinet from that of the
Priesthood."S%% 1I{ follows that should the ordained
Priesthood declare a civil law contrary to Mormon doc-
trine, the ecivil law would be digobeyed.

The way to Mormon salvation is a bold system of
work-righteougnegs. On that basis it is but natural
that they should endorse article thirteen. Works are
considered more important than specific dogmas. Indeed,
83 a concluding remark the following quotation is appro-
priate.

HMormonism may be cealled a conglomerate.
It is Buddhistic in that it proclaims a sort
of transmigration of souls. It is Mohammedan
in its carnal conception of heaven. It is
Jewish in its legalism. It has a Christian
veneer in the Biblical names and terms which
it uses. It vies with Rome in the perfection
of its hierarchical government and in its claim
of ecclesiastical supremacy over the State. Its
prophet proclaims himself the infallible mouth-
piece of God, as does the Pope. In philosophy
it i3 materialistic. It has much in common
with Spiritism and prastises faith-healing, as
do the Christian Scientists.84

83 Ihido. Pe 429
84. Popular Symbolies, p. 445.




71
SGIBLIOGRAPHY

ARBAUGH, GLORGL B., Gvolution of lMormon Doectrine, Church
History, June 1940, Vol. IX, Ho«Z2e

ARBAUGH, GEORGZ B., Revelation in lMormonigm, Chicago, Ill.,
The University of Chioago Press, 1932.

ENGELDER, TH., ARNDT, W., GRAEBNER, TH., MAYER, F.E.,
Popular Sybolies, St. Louis, Mo., Concordia Publishing
House, 1934.

HICKMAN, BILL, Brigham's Destroying Angel, Salt Lake City,
Shepard Publishing Co., 1904.

JUVENILE INSTRUCTOR OFFICE, A Hand-book of Reference, Salt
Lake City, Utah, 1884.

MUELLER, JOHIT THEODORE, Christian Dogmatics, St. Louis, Mo.,
Concordia Publishing House, LJ34.

PENRO3E, CHAS. 7., "Mormon" Doctrine, The Juvenile Instruc-
tor Office, Salt Lake City, Utah, 1888.

PRATT, PARLLY P., Key to the Science of Theology, Salt Lake
City, Utah, Deseret Wews Publishing Co0., obth ed., 1893.

PRATT, PARLEY P., Key to the Science of Theology, London,
Latter-Day Salnts Book Depot, 4th ed., IE@*.

RICHARDS, FRATWKLIN D., A Compendium of The Doctrines of the
Cogpel, S3alt Lake Cily, Utah, Deseret BoOk CoOa, 1920,

ROBINSON, WILLIAM JAMES, A Brief Introduction to Mormonism,
Moody Monthly, Oct. 1938, Vol. XXXIX, NO. R

SHOOK, CHARLES A., Cumorah Revisited, Cincinnati, The Stan-
dard Publishing Co., 1910.

SMITH, JOSEYH, The Book of Mormon, Chicago, Henry C. Etten
and Co. :

SIMITH, JOSEPH, Doctrine and Covenant of The Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-Day salnts, salt Lake City, Utah, The
Chureh of Jesus Uﬁr¥sf-3ffﬂatter-day Saints.

SMITH, JOSEPH, The Pearl of Great Price, Salt Lake City, Utah,
The Chureh of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1929.

TALMAGE, JAMES E., Artiocles of Faith, Salt Lake City, Utah,
The Church of Jesus.Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1925.

TALMAGE, JAMES E., The Vitality of Mormonism, Bogston, Richam
G. Badger, the Gorham Press, Copyright, 1919.




	The Concept of Salvation in Mormonism
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1595967843.pdf.QPln8

