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PREFACE

The writer in no way claims any originality of thought;or
to have discovered anything that was hitherto unknown in the
- field of sacred letters.But he does claim to have examined the
gources appended in the Bibliography in a ceritical fashion.,If
Part IT of this thesis seems to repeat some of the material in
Part I,let me state that in Part I I cite witnesses to prove the
apostolic authorship and the veracity of the contention that St,.
John wrote the Apocalypse,while in Part II I cite the same wit-
nesses either ag embryonlc expositors of the Revelation or as
faithfﬁl chroniclers of their own day end time.While this thesis
is not exhausgtive,the field designated by the title is of limited
scope;a.nd very few detalls have been intentionally omitted.
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Introduction

To state that the Book of Revelatlon is a much used,
misused, and abused book is perhaps a very trite statement.
And yet in times like the present there is great need for a
sane evaluation of this sacred book, One can state without
fear of contradiction the above opinion in the superlative
degree: There is no more abused sectlon of Holy Scripture
than the Apocalypse of Saint John the Divine. Ill-informed
and seemingly slightly unbalanéed teachers loudly trumpet
thelr expositions of the holy seer's words to be the only
true and correct ones, The wildest assertions imaginable are
made concerning the prophecies contained in this last book
of the Nlew Testament canon. The beloved disciple, 1f he were
alive today to witness the current parade of false prophets
might be tempted to once more call fire down from heaven to
consume these pestilent teachers] At any rate, He would be
appalled, nay, horrified at the abuse of his holy book. For
his book, which 1s the result of God-inspired ecstatic visions,
has been misinterpreted and twisted and perverted for so many
centurics that it has become a veritable slide rule for history,

-=- a favorite stamping ground for fanatlcal enthusiasts, and

a weighty point of leverage for the radical critics to make

unprecedented attacks on God's Word. So widespread have these
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fanatical misinterpretations become, that 1% is necessary for
the orthodox Church to counteract them with a true plcture of
the book. Yes, «a picture; for the Apocalypse is not a slide
rule for the historlan; 1t 1s not a detailed chart for all
events that happen in the world untll the Lord comes in gloiy;
nor does it purport to give an account of the millennial reign
of Christ on earth with his saints in Jerusalem, The reiela-
tibn of St. John 1s a symbollcal book, an epocalyptic book,
and only he who mows the language of symbols is able to read
it with any understanding at all, Even then, some portions of
it wlll remaln incomprehensible, = and hence it is to be taken
for granted that a study of this book must above all be under=
taken in utmost humility. The sincere student of the Bible
mist take the shoes from off his feet, for the place of Revel-
ation is holy ground. Given a sense of the beautiful and a
sympathetic fecling of awe and wonder, plus a true apprecia=-
‘tion for symbolilsm (presupposing at least an average intelll-
gence), = the book makes sense, It mitkes sense because God
wrote it, The Holy Spirit did not cause it to be written with
the gurpose that it should remain an inscrutable mystery. The
.fact that the early Christlans regarded it as a most precious
"Prostbuch™ in the heat of manifold persecﬁtions alone shows
that 1t meant much to them, God says momething to us through
this Apocalypse, and the theologian ought to lmow what it is
in order that he may be able to inculcate in his dlity the

proper eveluation of this part of Holy Scripture.




It is the purpose of this treatise to get at the
bottom of some of Theearly misconceptions and misinterpre-
tatlons of the Apocalypse -- and by a positive approach ene
deavor to place the bock in 1ts rightful place of honor and
esteem among the canonlcal books of the lew Testament. May
the Holy Spirit bless thils work, and ccnfirm the writer and
his readers in the opinion of the early church fathers that
this grand book of comfort and consolatlion for the worlde
weary Chrlstian plilgrim was wrltten by the Apostle St. John
the Divine, by inspiration of the Holy Spirit, and that it
is a part of those insplred writings which are "profitable
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction
in righteousness, that the man of God may be perfect, thore
oughly furnished unto all good works," With this purpose
in mind, then, and with great humility of spirlt, and in

perfect agreement with the analogy of faith and the historiecal

confegsions of the Church, let us study the early history
of this much discussed and much perverted Revelation of St.

John the Divine.



I. The Apostolic Authorship of the Book of Revelation

A, The Evidence in favor of John the Apostle,

The Beloved Disciple

The bulk of the material presented in this section
cf my treatise is based largely upon a study of the writings
of the conservative shholars on the Book of Revelation, How-
ever, I do not assume @ priorl that their position is the
most logical and reasonable because of thelr conservative
positicn, VWhereveor posslble, I have traced their conclusions
to the original sources in order that wmy final conclusions
will be found tenable from a "scientific,™ as well as from
a conservative, point of vliew, Let me state at the outset
that most conservative scholars hold that the book was
written by the Apostle of Jesus, St. John the Divine, about
the year 96 A.D.

Our Church has commonly accepted this view, chilefly
because of the fact that in the first two centurles of the
Christian era it was accepted as canonical coming from the
pen of 8t. John without any doubts whsatsoever. In the latter
half of the third century John's suthorship was called into
question. During the middle ages 1t was quite unanimously
held to be the work of St. John due to the staunch defense
of Jerome and Augustine. Iuther's position was at first that
it was ™neither avnostolic nor prophetié." Later on, in his

second preface to the book, written in 1545, he modified his
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views and left the question as to its apostolic origin am
open one. As for the modern critics in general, they "largely
take the view that the buok does not come from the apostle,
but from a different John, perhavs the one who is called the
presbyter John, who they say must be distinguished fram the

apostle.“l

I shall first prescnt the direct historical
ovidence in favor of the authorship of the Apostle John,
Following the presentation of Dr. Ablert Barnes the period
extending from the death of John in 98 A.D. to the year
250 A.Ds is divided into three smaller periods of approxie
mately fifty years each, The firsat period embraces the time
from 98 A.D, to 150 A.D..

In this period four wrlters bear testimony concerning
the Apocalypse: Hermas, Ignatius, Polycarp, and Paplas,
Hermas, wnho probably flourished about 100 A,D, and was a p
partial contemporary of John the Apostle, 1s lkmown chiefly
for his apocalyptic work called "The Shepherd," or, as the
Tatin Patrology has it, "The Pastor.” This work has several
allusions suppossedly to the book of Revelation, The style
bears a remarkable reseﬁblance to that of the Apocalypse, and
would seem to indicate that Hermas had studied John's book
and patterned his ldeas according to it, A detalled comparie
son of the two books may be fdund in the works of Dr. Hathaniel
Tardner ( in Ten Volumes, London, 1829). His conclusion 1s
that Hermas%ead Revelation and imitated it in his "Shepherd."

However, mere allusions are not conclusive evidence and hence

the testimony of Hermas is relatively unimportant.

1, Wm, Arndt, N. T. Isagogics Notes, p. 59.




7.

Ignatius, bishop of Antloch, who flourished 70 « 107
A.D., suffered martyrdom under the Roman emperor Trajan in
thef year 107 at Rome. As he was on his way-to Rome, where
he met his end, he wrote his seven femous letters - the
‘Tetter to the “phesians, the Letter to the Magnesians, the
Ietter to the Trallians, the Letter to the Romans, the Letter
to the rhlladelphians, the Letter to the Syyrnmeans, and the
Ietter to Polycarp. I shall not take time to discuss the
authenticity of these letters, but proceed directly to take
up the alleged references to the Apocalypse. They are as
follows:

a) The LZpistle to the Romans: "In the patience of
Jesus Christ;" This phrase is compared to Rev. 1,9:"I John,
who am also your brother and compenion in tribulation, and
in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was in the isle
that 1s called Patmos," etc,

b) The Epistle to the Ephesiang: "stones of the
temple of the Father prepared for the building of God."
This phrags 1s apparently based on a lnowledge of chapter
31, 2-20 of John's book, the section which describes the
heavenly Jerusalem, Rev. 21, verses 19 and 20 read thus:
"And the foundatilons of the wall of the city were garnished
with all manner of precious stones, The first foundation was
jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, a chalcodony; the
fourth, an emerald; the fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardlusj
the seventh, chrysolite; the oighth, beryl; the ninth, a
topaz; the tenth, a chrysoprasus; the eleventh, a jacinthj

the twelfth, an emethyste" HXIIZLAFF MULIGEIAL LIBRARY
- CONCUN LA SEVINARY
ST. LOUIS. MO,
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¢) The third allusion is found, according to Knight
of the British Museum, in his article "Two lew Arguments in
Vindication of the Revelation of St, John," in the Epistle to
the ¢hlladelphians. The quotation reads: "If they do not speak
concerning Jesus Christ, they are but sepulchral pillars, and
upon them are written only the names of men.,"” The parallel
passage in the Apocalypse -1s Rev. 3,12:"Him that overcometh
will T make a pillar In the temple of my God, and he shall go
no more out; and I will write upon him the name of my God,
and the name of the city of my God," Evidently Ignatius was
contrasting the deplorable lot of the unbelisver with the
glorious and blessed condlition of the believer, who 1s sealed
upon the forehead with the name of his God,

As Barnes correctly states, the coincidence of
language is in 1tself no certaln proof that Ignatius had
seen the Apocalypse of St. John, The reader may draw his
own conclusions. It might be added that Ignatius does not
mention John's residence at Ephesus, his banishment to Patmos,
or his death,

Polycarp, bishop of Smyrna, suffered martyrdom some-
time between 163 and 169 A.D. The majority of scholars in
patristic chronology place his martyrdom in the year 168.
Many exegetes regard Polycarp as the "angel™ of the church
when Saint John wrote his message to the ehurch at Smyrna iIn
the Apocalypse (96 A.,D.). John's message reads as follows:
"And unto the angel of the church at Smyrna write: These
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things salth the first and the last, which was dead and is
alive; I lmow thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but
thou art rick) and I know the blasphemy of them which say they
are Jeows, and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan, Fear
none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the
devlil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be
tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou failthe
fi1 unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life. He that
hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the
churches} He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second
deaths™ Thus far the inspired seer John., The many exegetes
who hold rolyecary to be the reeipient bishop of this letter
include chiefly the Catholic expositors and sone Reformed
scholars (e.g. Vitringa) and the celebrated Archbishop
Richard Chenevix Trench. Trench dlsagrees with the commonly
accepted view that the life span of Polycarp totalled 86 years
in all, and offers a well-authenticated theory that Polycarp
was Bishop of Smyrna when St. John wrote the book of Revela-
tion. To guote Trench on this point: "In early eccleslastical
history Smyrna is chiefly femous as the Church over which
Polycarp presided as bilshop. This Church must have been
founded at a very early date, though there is no mention of
it elther in the Acts or the Ep;stles of St, Paul, Inowing

as we do that at a period only a little later than this,
Polycarp was bishop there, a very interesting guestion pre=-

sents itself to us, namely, vhether he might not have been
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bishop now; whether he may not be the angel to whom this
Epistle 1s addressed, There is rmuch to make this probable;
and the fact, 1f 1t wers so, would throw much light on the
character of the Eplstle, and beautifully account for that
key-note of martyrdom to which it is set; while the diffie-
culties which some find in this, rest mainly on the erroneous
agsumption that the Apoccalypse was composed under Hero op
Galba, and not under Domitiane It is true indeed that we
have thus to assume an eplscopate of his, which lasted for
more than seventy years; for the "good confession” of Poly-
cary dild not take place till the year 168, while the Apocae
lypse was probably written in 96, Let us see, however, how
far ecclesiastical history will bear us out in this. As early
as 108 Ignatius on his way to his Roman martyrdon found
Polvcarp the bishop or Angel € the Church of Smyrna (MART.
iGN, 3), addressing to him a letter which, despite of all
which has been said against 1%, must still be considered
genuine, We have only to extend his episcopate twelve years

a parte ante, and he wlll have been angel of Smyrma when this

Epistle was addressed to that Church, Is there any great
unlikelihood in this? His reply to the Roman governor, who
tempted him to save his life by denying His Iord, is well
known, == namely that he could not thus renounce a Zord vhom
for eighty and six years he had served, and during all this
time had received nothing but good from Him (DE S. POLYC.
MART, 93 Eusebius, H.E. iv. 15), But these "eighty and six

years" can scarcely represent the whole length of his life,
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for Irenacus (ADV, HAER, 1ii. 3.43 cf. DBusebius, H.E, 1v.14)
lays rmuch stress on the extreme old age which Polycarp had
attained, that, greal as this apge 13, we must yet esteem the
number of hils years to have been greater still, They represent
no doubt the years since hils conversion., Counting back elghty=-
8ix years from theyear 168, being that of his martyrdom, we
have 82 A.D, as the year when he was first in Christ. This
will give us fourteen years as the perliod which will have
elapsed from his conversion to that when this present Epistle
was written, during which time he may very well have attained
the post of chiefest honour and toil and peril in the Church
of Smyrna. Tertullian indeed distincily tells us that he was
consecrated bishop of Smyrna by St. John (DE PRAESC, HAERET,
32): and Irenaeus, who declares to us that he had himself in
his youth often tdlked with Polycarp, declares the same (Euse=-
bius, H.%, ive. 143 cf. 111,363 Jerome, CATAL, SCRIPT. 8.V.
POLYCARPUS; Jacobsen, PATT, APOSTOLL. p.5643 and Roethe, DIE
ANFAENGE D, CHRISTL. KIRCHE, p.429). These are then very
gufficient reasons for thinking it at leaat possible, to me
it seems probable, that to Polycarp himself the words (of

Ste. John, Reve. 2, 8«ll)....were first spokan."a' Wow whether
the positiun Trench takes is quite plausible, or whether it
13 mere wishful thinking, I leave 1t to the reader to declde.
But Trench 1s a solid patristic scholar o¥ no mean reputation.
Should we take the traditional view that Polycarp's death

occurred when he was elghty-six years old, we must reckon

2, Richard Chenevix Trench, Commentary on the ggistles to the
Seven Churches in Asia: Revelation ll, s PDelOZ2= .




that he was 1in hls late teens or even possibly in his early
twentles when John died in A.D. 98, What we Jmow of Polyecarp
is taken fron an extent fragment of his letter to the Philip-
pans and fron an enistle sent from the church in Smyrha to
the churches In Pontus, giving the detalls of his martyrdon.
This account 1s found in Busebius, Book IV, chapter 15, which
ls entitled "UNDER VERUS, POLVCARP WITH OTHERS SUFFERED MARTYRw#qQ
DOME AT SHYRWA," The Verus mentioned here 1s the Roman emperor
Marcus Aurelius Verus., In these two sources there is no mention
or 2llusion to the Apocalypse. But we nevertheless reckon
Polycarp as a witness to the Apostolic origin of Revelation
because he was the personal friend of St. John, and Irenaeus
was the personal friend and pupil of Polycarp. Irenaeus gives
ua clear and definlte statements that the Book of Revelation
was wrltten by the Apostle Jehn, How could Irenaeus have
maintained this oplnion without being contradicted by his
teacher Polycarp? It is but natural to assume that Irenaeus
got his views on the matter from Polycarp,

Papias was bishop of Hierapolis near Colosse, and
flourished about 110 to 115 A,D. He was the intimate Iriend
of Polycarp, a partial contemporary of St.Athn; to put 1t as
Eusebius has it, he was a " hearer of John." We have only
fragments of his writings in the works of BEusebius, Jerome,
and in the Commentary of Andreas, bishop of Caesarea in
Cappadocia , Here is what Andreas has to offer:"In regard now
to the inspiration of the book we think it superfluous to

extend our discourse, inasmuch as the blessed Gregory, and
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Cyril, and moreover the enclent wrlters, Papias, Irenaeus,
lgthodius, and Hippolytus bear testinmony to its credibility."
Barnes celie sttentlion 4o the following five points in sume
marizing the evidence in favor of the Apostolic authorship
during the flrsht half-century after St. John's death.

1., The book was mown during this period.

2+ 80 far ag thetestimony goes, 1t iz in favor of its
having been wrltten by John the Apostle.

3e The fact is that John the Apostle as author 1s not
called in question or doubted,

4, Tt was penerally ascribed to him,

54 It was probably the foundation of the i{lllenarian
vies entertained by Paplas, -~that is, it is easler
to account for his holding these vlews by supposing
that the book was lkmowm, and thatshe founded them on
this book, than in any other way.

The second half century, 150-200 A,D,, embraces the following
writers: Justin MVartyr, the Farrator of the lMurtyrs of Lyons,
Irenaeus, leclito, Theophilus; Apollionius, Clement of Alexan=

drian, and Tertulllan.,

Justin Martyr, born at Flavia lleapolls (Sichem) in
Samaria about 103 A.D., was converted to Christlanity about
the year 155, and wes mertyred circa 165 A.D,  Hethodlus
characterizes him as "not far removed from the apostlss in
time or in virtue.? This characterization is found in Metho-
dius? Discowse on the Resurrection.4 Justin Hartyr advocated

chiliesm, thet 1s, the doctrine that Christ will reign &

thousand years on earth., He says in defendlng this doctrine:

"And a men from auong us, by name of John, one of the Apostles

3. Albert Barnes, llotes on Revelation, introduction, pPps4=5.
4, Ante=llicene Fathers, Vole. s Pe .




of Christ, in a Revelation nade to him, E\/ A[‘oKd.\U;Z E£C
F\/OME\/V[ g(u uJ s = has prophesied that the believers:

in one Christ shall *ive a thousand years in Jerusalemj and

after that shall be the general, and in a word, eternal
resurrection and judgment of all menf togethér."s 2 see
here that Justin makes a dlrect reference Lo chapter twenty
of the Apocalypaé. Furthermore he mentions the book by name,
% TTOl{o/( ’/\ U!H LS » and says it was the work of John, one

of the Apostles of Christ, The Book of Revelation, then, was

in existence at Justin's time, about Fifty years afier John's
pagssing. Justin lMartyr's testimony 1s further enhanced by

the fact that he lived in that region where the Apostle John
lived, and that his character was admired Dy allwho lkmew him.

The Navyrator of the Martyrs of Vienne and Lyons: This

epistle, an account of the persecutions enq.uz'ed here and sent
to the churches in Asla and rhrygla, is preserved for us in
¥aseblus, Book V, cli. 1 of his Church History. This letier

was written about theyear 177 A.,D. OCne sentence in it 1s
particularly noteworthy: "For he was indeed a genulne disciple
of Christ, following the Lamb whithersoever he goeth." There
can be no doubt that this refers to Reve. 14,4, "These are they
which follow the Temb whithersoever he gceth." The referance

is to @ noble Christian Vettlus Epagathus, "one of the brethren

and a man filled with love for God and his nelghbor, "

5, Ante- Nicene Fathers, Vol. I, p. 240,
6., The licene and Poste Nlcene Fathers, Vol. I., p. 212.
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irenaeus, biaﬁop of Lyons iIn Gaul, was a disciple
‘of Polycarp and of Papias, Scholarg place his death circa,
200 A.D,, end according to this reckonlng, Trenseus lived
to an exztremeoly ripe old ages He became bighip of Lyons after
he was past seventy. fiis principal weork is entitled "Against
Tleresies." TFis exegesis of the Apocalypse will be taken
up at length in the second part of thls treatise, Suffice it
to say here that he cuotes from the book of Revelation no
less than thirty-three tlmes.7 Here I wlll 1ist only two
quotations which testify as to the apostolice suthorship and
the date of compcsition, Concerning the time of writing he
states: "It was seen no long time ago, but almost 1in our age,
at the end of the reign of Domitian,"® At another point he
discusses the ancient copies thus:"hese things being thus,
and this number being in all the exact and ancient copies,
and they who saw John attesting to the same things, and reason
teaching us the number of the name of the beast, according
to theracceptation of the Greeks, is expressed by the letters
contained in it.“g This latter statement is taken to refer
to Rev. 13,18:"Here 1s wisdom, Let him that hath understanding
count the number of the heast, for it is the number of a manj
and his number is six hundred threescore and six."

Melito, bishop of Sardls, which was one of the

churches to which the book of Revelation was divected, Rev.

7. S.5.. Bowman, Historlical Evidence of the N.T., chart,p.632,
pars 417.

8. Ante Wicene Fathers, Vols I, P.559-560.

9¢ .Jbid., pp.557-550,The quotation is from Husebius.
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3,1-6, Tlourished about the year 170, The text of John's
message reads as follows:"And unto the angel of theChurch

in Sardis wrlte: these things salth he that hath the seven
Spirits of God, and the soven stars; I kmow thy works, that
thou hast a name that thou livest, and art deal@l, Pc watchful,
and strongthen the things which remain, that are ready to
dle: for T have not found thy works perfect before Gods
Remewber therefore how thou hast received and heard, and

hold fast, and repent, If therefore thou shalt not watch,

I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not ¥mow what
hour T will come upon thess Thou hast a few names even in
Sardls which have not deflled thelr garments; and they shall
walk with me in white reiment; and I will not blot out his
neme from the buok of 1life, but I wlll confess his name before
ny Father, and before hils angels. Fe that hath an ear to hear,
1let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the Churches" Of the
wrltings of Melito of Sardis only fragments remaln, The Rev.
B.P. vratten, the translator of the fregments of the second
and third centurles, malkes the following comment on Helito:
Mliglito was bishop of Sardls, and flourished in the reign of
Marcus Aurelius,. Tle wrote many works, but all of them have
perished except a few frag@ents. The genuineness of the Syrian
fragments is open to question,"™O0 1lelito was held in high
esteem by the anclent church fathers and was !mown as "The
philosopher,” lorveover, says Barnes, "he was remarkebly

inguisitive wespecting the sacred bocks; and at the recquest

10. Ante-Nicene Fathers, Vol. VIII, p. 747.
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of Onesimus, he made extracts from the Seriptures respecting
the llessianlc prophecies, and also a complete 1list of the
books of the 0ld Testament, which 1s still extant in Eusebius
(H.E. iv. 26). He wrote a 'Treatise or Commentary on the
Book of Revelation,!mil Dre Lardner says of this, %What it
contalned we are not informed. I will say that it was e come
mentary on that book. It is plain he ascribed that book to
John, and very likely to John the Apostie. I think it very
probable he esteemed it a book of cancnical authority.! Dr.
Hug, in his "Einleitung in das Neue Testament" makes the
following assertioni™ielito himself calls 1t the Apocalypse
of John."12 To quote from Michaelis on the polnt whether
llelito consildered the Apocalypse as from the inspired pen

of the Apostle St. John: "lMelito, der um das Jahr 170 lebte,
hat ein Buch von dem Teufel, und der Uffenbarung Johannis
geschrieben, Tngeachtet Euseblus nicht dabeil sagt, ob er
sich fuer oder wider die Offenbarung erkliirt habe, und es
freilich nicht unmBglich wire, dass er, gleich andern Alten,
ein eigenes Buch geschrieben h¥tte, dle Offenbarung Johannis
zu bestrelten: so kommt es mir doch wahrscheinlicher vor,
dass diese verloren gegangene Schrift elme Auslegung der
Gesichte Johannis gewesen sel, und ich werfe deshalf den
Mlelito wnter die Zeugen fuer dle Offenbarung Johannis, "3

Pratten conjectures thatMlielito may have been the imuediate

11. Albert Barnes, Notes on the N.T., Vol, 11, Revelation,
Int. Dpe5.

12. John Leonhard Hug, Elnleitung in das NW,T. p. 529=530.
13. Hohann David Michaells, Linleitung In die gB8ttlichen

Schriften des Heuen Bundes, Zweliter Yell, D. » bottog.
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sucessor of the "angel" of the church at Sardis, to whom our
Great High Prlests addressed one of the apocalyptiec messages,
He was an 'Apostolic Father'! in point of fact he very probably
knew the. blessed Polycarp and his disciple Irenaeus....In

the fragments we find him called the Bishop of Sardis, Bishop
of Attica, and Blshop of Ittica. He is also introduced‘to us
ag the ' Philoscopher,! and we shall find him styled the
THunuch® by Polycrates, It is supposed that he had made
himself a coelebs 'for the kingdom of heaven'!s sake,! without
mistaking our Tord's intent, as did Origen, He was not a

monk, but accepted a single estate to be the more free and
single~eyed in the laster's services "4 Wiestcott, Lightfoot
and Barnes consider the testimony of lelito as the strongest
possible evidence.in favor of the Apocalypse, and the latter
comnentator lists six reasons for his opinion: "l, lelito

was bishop of one of the churches to which the Apocalypse

was directed; 2; He lived near thetime of John; 5., He was a
diligent student on this very subject; 4. He had every oppor-
tunity of ascertaining the truth on the subjecty S. He regarded
it as the work of the Apostle John; and 6, He wrote a treatise
or comaentary on it as an inspired book,"

Theophilus, according to Euseblus, was the sixth

(Jerome calls him the seventh) bishop of Antioch. It would
seem that Eusebius is the only Easter writer of the early

centuries to mention this church father.fence we can cite

14, Ante-liicene Fathers, Vol, VIII, p.750.
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only his account as the most original source of information
concerning this mane. "O0f Theophllus, whom we have mentioned
ag bishop of the church of Antioch, three elementary works
addressed to Autolycus are extant; also another writing .
entitled 'Against the Heresy of Hermogenes' in which.ha

maekes use of thetestimonles from the Apocalypse of John,

and finally certain other catechetical books.™S s to the
dates of ﬁhe epilscopate of Theophilus they are generally
reckoned as 169 A,D, to somewhere between 182 and 189 A.D. -
There 1s a passage in the extant writings of Theophilus
which some regard as a direct reference to the Apocalypse.

It reads thus:"This Eve, because she was deceived by the
serpent, the evil demon, who is also called Satan, who thus
spoke to here by the serpent, - does not cease to accuse

this demon is also the dragon," We compare this passage with
Reve 12,9:"And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent,
called the Devil and Satan, which decelveth the whole world:
he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out
with him."

Apolloniug, according to Pratien, wrote a work agalinst

the liontanists, probably in the year A.D. 210, This is all
that we lmow of him, In the introduction to his translation
of the Apollonius fragment "Concerning Montanism® Pratten

states:"He was a most eloquent man, according to St. Jerome}

and his writings against Monkenism were so forclble as to

15, licene and Post=Nicene Fathers, p.202.




call forth Tertullian himself, to confute him if possible. He
flourished under Commodus and Severus, and probably until

the time of Caracalla. He bears teatimony to the existence

of a canon of Scripture, and to its inspired authority as

the rule of 1alth and practice; and he witnesses, by citation,
to the Goapel of St. Matthew. The Revelation of St. John also,
according to Busebius, was employed by him in his works; and
he preserves a traditlion that our Lord bade the Apostles cone
tinue in Jerusalem for the space of twelve years. \le cannot
affirm that he was invested wlth any office in the Chureh, "16
For an ancient appraisal of Apollonius let us permit Eusebius
to speak for himself: "This same ApOllonius states in the
game work that, at the time of his writing, 1t was the fore
tieth year since lMontanus had begun his lntended prophecys
And he says also that Zoticus, who was mentioned by the former
writer, when Maximilla was pretending to prophesy in Pepuza,
resisted her and endeavored to refute the spirit that was
working in her; but was prevented by those who agreed with
hers He mentions also a certain Thraseas (Blshop of Eumenia)
among the martyrs of that time. He speaks, moreover, of &
tradition that the Savior commanded his apostles not to de=-
part from Jerusalem for twelve years. He useé testimonies
also from the Revleation of John, and he relates that a dead

men had, through the Divine power, been raised by John himeelf

in BEphesus. He also adds other things by which he fully and

16. Ante-Nicene Fathers, Vol. VIII, p.775.
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abundantly exposes the error of the heresy of which we have

been speaking. Thezse are thée matters recorded by Apollon:l:us."17

Clement of Alexandria did his best work between the

years 192-220 A,D, This man, next to Justin Martyr and Iren=-
eeus, 1ls regarded as the fcunder of Christian literature, and
senerally known as Clement the Great., It 13 indeed fortunate
that we have hls wrltings in their entirety. I shall quote
Wilson, Clounent's translator for the basic facts of this great
father's biography. "Titus Flavius Clemena, the illustrious
head of the Catechetical school at Alexandria at the close of
the second century, was originally a pagan philosopher. The
date of his blrth is unknown., It is also uncertain whethsr -
Alezandrie or Athens was his blrthplace. Un embrecing Chris-
tlanlty, he eagerly sought the instructlons of its most
eminent teachers; for this purpose travelling extensively
over Greece, Italy, Egypt; Palestine, and other resgions of
the East, Only one of these teachers can be with certainty
ldentified, viz., Pantaenus, of whom he speaks in terms of
profound reverence, and whom he describes as the grea test

of them all, Returning to Alexandria, he succeeded hils master
Pantaenus in the catechetical school, prrobably on the latter
departing on nis missionary tour to the East, somewhere about
189 A.,D. Fe was also made & presbyter of the Church, either

then or somewhat later. He continued to teach with great dise

tinetion till A.D,., 202, when the persecution under Severus

compelled him to retire from Alexandria, In the beginning of

17. Nicene and Post-Wicene Fathers, 2nd Series, Vol. I,
Euseblus, V, pp. 236,237,
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the reign of Caracalla we find him at Jerusalem, even then a
great resort of Christian, and especilally clerical, pilgrims,
We also lear of him travelling to Antlioch, furnished with a
lotter of recormendation by Alexander, bishop of Jerusalem.
The close of his career 1ls covered with obscurlity. He 1s.
supposed to have died about 220 A.D. Among his pupils were
Origen, Alexander of Jerusalem, and H‘ippolytus.”l8 In his
vork "The Instructor” (Paedagogus) Glemeﬁt quotes the Apoca=
lypse twlce. The cltations arse as follows:"Rightly...the Lord
again promises milk to the righteous, that the Word may be
clearly shown to be both, 'the Alpha and Omega,' beginning
and end," (Rev. 1,8).19 The second pessage reads:"The Apoca-
lypse also says that the Lord Himself appeared wearing such

a robe. It says also: 'I saw the souls of those that had
witnessed, beneath the altar, and there was glven toc each a
white robe." Here the reference is to Rev, 6, v.?2 and v.ll:
"And when he had oorened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar
the souls of them that were slain for the Word of God, and
for the Testimony wnich they held....And white robes were
given unto every one of them; and it was sald unto them, that
they should rest yet for a little season, until their fel low-
servants also and their brethren, that should be killed as
they were, should be fulfilled.” In Clement'!s Stromata or
Miscellanies there are four references to the Apocalypse:
1)"Behold the Lord, and His reard is before His face, to glve

to every one according to his works.“go This 1s a paraphrase
18, Ante-Nicene Fathers, Vol. II, pp. 166-167.
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of five Seripture texts; Ps. 62,12:"For thou renderest to every
man according to hils work;"™ Is. 40,10:"Behold, the Lord God
will come with a strong haﬁd, and nis arm shall rule for him:
behold, his reard 1s with hlm, and his work before Hims"

Is. 62,11:"Behold, the Tord hath proclaimed unto the eond of

the world, Say ye to the daughter of Zion, Behold thy salvae
tion cometh; behold, his reward is with him, and his work
before him;" Rom.2,6:"God...wlll render to every man accord-
ing to his deeds;" Rev, 22,12:"ind behold, I come quickly;

and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his
work shall be.," 2) "And they say that the seven eyes of the
Tord "are the seven splrits resting on the rod that springs
from the root of Josse,"L This alludes to Rev. §5,6:"And I
beheld, and lo, in the mldst of the throne and of the four
beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood o Lamb as 1t

had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are
‘the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth.” We
wmay compare here also Is. 11,10:"And in that day there shall
be s root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the
people; to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be
glorious.” 3) MAnd although here upon earth he be not honcured
with the chief seat, he will sit down on the four-and-twenty
thrones, judging the people, as John suys in the Apocalypse."aa
The rofer nce is of course to Reve. 4,4:And round about the
throne were four and twenty seats: and upon the seats I saw

four and twenty elders sitting, clothed in white raiment; and

&
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they had on their heads crowns of gold." Also Rev. 11,18t
ind the four and twenty elders, which =sat before God on
their seats, [ell upon their faces, and worshipped God,"

4) "hus the Lord Himself is called 'the Alpha and Omegs,
the beginning and the end,' 'by whom all things were made,
and without whom not even one thing was made.'" 25 we
compare this with Rev. 1,83 1,11; and 21,6, the latter reade
ing as follows:™I sm Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the
end.s T will give to him that is athirst of the fountain of
the wéter of 1ife freely." Dr. Lardner rvemarks that there
1s a reference in Clement's writings to Rev. 21,21:7And the
welve gates were twelve pearls; every several gate was cof
one pearl: and the street of the city was pure gold, as 1t
werc transparent glass."” However, in reading through Clement
1a the Ante-Nicene Fathers I 31d not locate this allusion.

Tertulllan: a contemporary of Clement, although of

an entirely different school, and reckoned as the most learmed |
of the ILatin Fathors. Although thils treatiss deals chiefly

with the Grock Fathers, I guote from Tertullien merely because
his testimony for the Apostolic suthorship of the book is
overwhelming. &ccording to Bowman he gquotes the Apocalypse

80 times, although I think this American clergyman overshoots
the mark in hils compilation.24 The Ante-llicene Fathers, in

the Text Index lists 79 cltations of the Revelation by Ter-

tullian, but five of these are duplicatlions and others again

23, Ante-Nicene Fathers, Vol. II, pas 513.
24, 8,L., Bowman, Historical Evidence of the New Testament, p.632.
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are more paraphrases than they are direct quotations, Be that
as it may, Tertulilan doss bear eloquent testinmony for the
apostolic genuineness of the Apocalypses A good sample.is

the followingt "The Apostle John, in the Apocalypse, des-
cribes & sharp twowedged sword coming out of the mouth of
C-od."25 Another is:"Though Marcion rejects his revelatlon,
the succession of %l shops traced to the original willl =ssure

us that John is the author."26

Marcion, whom Polycarp called
the 'lirst-born of Satan,! rejected the book of Revelatlon,
the whole of the 0ld Testament, the account of the genealogy
and baptlism of the Savior, the Acts of the Apoatles, the
Gpistles to Timothy, Titus, the Hebrews, and the Catholie
Bpistles. Hence khis denial of the authenticity of the Apota=
lypse is rather to be expected than to be conaldered surprising.
As for Tertullian, we mey sum up his worth as a defendsr of
the Apostolic origin of the Revelation thus: "There can be
1no doubt,...that Tertullian regarded the Apostle John as the
author of the boolk of Revelation; and his econfident assertion
may be consldered as ex ressive of the prevalling opinion
of his time,"27

T have quoted Tardnerseveral tlmes hsretofore. In
order to show that I am not putiing too much weight on his
authority alone, I will, just for the sake of completeness,

refer the reader to the opinions of four other leading scholars

25, Ante-llcene Fathers, Vol, ITII, p. 663ff.
26, Ibid,, Tertullisn, Part II, Vs, Mardion, p.
27, Barnes, intro., p. xvil.
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caong the moderns. Eliott28 makes this statement regarding

the testimony of Tertulllan: "Hls testimony to the Apocalypse
is most full and ample. He quotes, or refers to it in more

than seventy passages In his writings, appealing to 1t expressly
as the work of the Apostle Tohn." Noses Stuart asserts: "The
declarationngertullian are so frequent and plain, that no.
doubt can possibly remain as to his béief.”ag Then llchaslis
writes in his "Yrtelle der Alten fber die Offenbarung Johannis™
upholding Lardner'!s scholarship: "Aus dem Athenagoras, dem .
sog cnannten Testament der ZwBlf Patriarchen, und den
Clementinischen Recogniltionen, hat Lardner hloss elinzelne
Anspielungen auf dle Offenbarung Johannia angebracht, die
eigentlich nicht bewelsen, duss man dilsses Buch fflr aecht

ehalten, sondern nur, dass man es gekannt habe., Hingegen

(i

ist von Theophilus Antiochenus, Clemens Alexandrinus, und
Tertulllanls gewiss, dass sle dle Offenbarung fuer aecht
angenomuon haben: und hiemlt beschllesset sich das zwelte
Fahrhundors "0 Then, {inally, Dr. Theodore Zahn'!s judgaent

on the matter of Tertullian as & witness for the apostolie
authorship and true canonicity of tho Apocalypse:"Tertullian
nach der Yiener Ausgabe, soweilt bisher srschienen (vol, I-III),
fibrigens nach Cehler. Das vorhin von Irenasus an letzter

Stelle Cerflhmte wilrde wahrscheinlich auch von Tert gelsen -

28. E.B. Elliott, Horaec Apolypticae, Vol. I, p.27.
29, Mosea Stuart, A Commentary on the Apocalypse, Vol. I, p.318.
30, lMichaelis, Zwolter Tell, p. 1290.
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wenn uns seine Schriften, besonders das im Codex Paris. ILat.
1622 enthalten gewesene Buch DE SPE FIDELIWN, erhalten waeren,
- Die vollstaendlge Zuaamménsﬁellung der Citate aus der Apokaw
lypae und der Ansplelung bei Roensch, Das leue Tastamenf
Tertullians, pp. 530-544, Pp. 718 ~721 srlecichtere die Usher-
sicht saehp," %

Up to the end of the ssccnd century no doubts had
been cast on the Apoatolié character of the Boook of Revela=
tlon, as the preceding evidence that has besn adduced shows.
With the exception of the heresy of lMontanus and the sc-
called Alogi, who szem to have opposed the doctrine of the
Logos and hence rejected all the Johannine writings, the
testimony of the carly fathers Tfor the beok is indeed overe
whelming, As for the Alogl there 1s grave doubt whether such
& scct cver exlsted. Dr. Tardner firmly denies their cecvidence.
And Tug gums up the matter very neatly in the fellowing words:
TDoch susser den Firchenvitern des vierten Jahrhunders Qind
uns von Aslen schon frilhere Cegner der Apocalypse angesagts
nomiich die Secte der Aloger, ueber welche men desto mehr
géschriebon hat, Je weniger man von lhnen welss. Epiphnius
nemlich bereicherte die Naturhistorie der Kotger mit einer
neuen Species, und nannte sle Aloger. Der Cyprische Bischof
hatte viellelcht Aergerniss an den entlapokalyptlschen Ge-

sinnungen seiner Hachbarn und Amtsbrueder auf dem festen

lande genommen, und gedachte ilhnen ueber ihr Beginnen dile

Sl Hug, oOp. cit.‘ P.533.
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Tioelle heiss zu machan.“sz

Dr, Theodore Zahn, with his usual
thoroughness, comnents on the Alogl thus: "Dem wvon Epiphanius

M |
erfundenen Wamen A A o) 0C _ (HAER, 51,3) sheint es gzu

entaprechen, dass er ludiglich in Ruechsicht auf das Vorkormen
des Logosnamens alcht nur Johannis 1,1—14; Apocalypse 19,13
{"And ho was clothed with a vesture dipped In blood: and his
naine 1s called The Word of God"), sonderm auch I Johannis 1,1
die Vermmtung auasprichi, dess auch dle }ohannische Briefer
von der Alogern verworfen worden selen, Ist aber neuerdings
bewlosen, dass Hlppolybtus der Verfasser des Canon Maratorii
lat, so 1st doch gu beachten, dass im Canon Xuratorii, I,
2534 ehenso nachdruecklich wie bel Epivhanius die 8toffliche
Tebereinstimmng gwischen Hvangelliun und Briofen des Johannes
behauptet, und das der in bezug auf dle zwel kleineren johan=
nlschen Brlefe gebrauchie Auadruck in catholica (sc, occlesia)
habentur Canon Muratorii 1, 61 das genaue Cegentell ist von

dem, wags Bplphaniua (HAZR. 51,3) nach Anfushrung von Saetzen

5 2 \
aus I Johannls den Alogern naﬂhsagt' QUK d; (X A;Tl

]
gf[a'( ¢d€(v/ {,j f_/(l() n{co{ Das nich nasher bestinmte
i)
A Zz:e( welst z“ruccl. auf das kurz vorher gebrauchte oOU
’ \EROSEI e =7
EXorTH o’zc Ao( ol Tl 0 700 olfiol Lesd{iow ye

Alles dles welst gurueck auf dle Quelle, aus welcher Fplphanius
seine tellwelse woertlichen Anfushrungen von Urtellen der
Aloger geschoepft hat, naemlich eine Schrift Hippolyt's.

Dieser wird dann auch Epiphanius 51,3 den von 1hm vorgsfundenen

?

~ \ \ /
Titel entlehnt habens 1 (or&cV v
2lwdvyev gr

32. Hug, OPps cit., pe. 538.
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> SR (atlele
4_2_ s Ao ¢/J{" «" 53 S0 mich for the Alogi.

The third half century after the death of 8t. Hohn

covers the years 200 to 250 A,D. Here the names of %those who
ere reckoned as bearing witness to the apouitolic origin of

the Apocalypse are the followlng fathers: Tippolytus, who
flourished clrca 220 A.D.; Nepos, an Egyptlsn blshop; Thascius
Cyprlan, bishop of Carthage, shortly after 246 A.D,3 Origen,

the most learred end versatile theologlan of the third cen=-

tury, the pupll of Cloment of Alozandria andrhis successor
there, and the great editor of the Mexaple edition of the
Foly Bible; ond finally Methodius, bishop of Clympus in Syria,
vho apparently suffered martyrdom in 311 A.D. The exegoetical
vicws of Hippolytus, Cyptrian, Orlgen, and YMethodlus will be
treated at length in the second part of thls Sreatlse., Here

we sre Interested only in thelr attltude towards the apostolice
origin and the canoniclty of the Apocalypse.

Tppolytus, nresbyter in Rome, exiled to Sardinia

in 235 A,D., was a pupil of Trecnaeus, After the death of
Opigen (254 A.D.) he was regarded as the most learned among
tho Cnrlstian writers of his time, Fe defended the Revelation
againat the so-called "Alogl,." Tle made it his speclal respon=-
sibiilty to defend the Johannlne writings in general, Before
becoming presbyter in Rome he was bighop of Ostia (Portus
Rosanus) clrca 225 A.D. Alford states thet Hippolybtus "fre-

. ST
quently quotes the Apocalypse with the words deVVﬂ (

/ _ /

;]S Z40 "and in one passege (D7 ANTICTRISTO, ch,36) he
[

3%, 'Th. Zahn, Offenbarung des Johannes, Epste Haelfte, Einl.,
P.56, footnote,
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s / R SN ) \
writes thus: )MZ 'MOL?'MKK!PlE INAVW’])a(mM'To’AE /(d(_ﬂ/qyﬂ—d
" / \ rj >/ . \ * 7 7
OV T é&¢ 1 (o V& ( JT4 Hippolytus then proceeds
; - /]
to quote Rev. 17, 1-18.54 /,676&160 Y(JJL,

Nepos, of Arsinoe, bishop in Egypt, concerning whose
history we lmow very little, Euseblus discusses his schism
(heresy) in chapter 24 of Book VII of the "Eeclesiastical
History." The historlian quotes the words of Dionysius of
Alexandria concerning lNepos:"But since they bring forth a
certain work of Uepos, on which they rely confidently, as if
it proved beyond dispute that there will be a reign of Christ
on earth, I confess that in many other respects I approve
and love Nepos, for hisg faith and industry and dillgence in
the Scriptures, and for hls extensive psalmody, with which
many of the brethren are delighted, but the truth should be
loved and honored most of all, And while we should preise
and approve ungrudgingly what is said eright, we ought to
examine and correct what does not seem to have been written
soundly."55 Dionysius is here referring to NVepos! work
TRefutation of the Allegorists™ in which the Egyptian bishop
tried to establish his chilliastic doctrine, and which he
directed against Origen and other allegorical interpreters
lkie him, who avoided the materlalistic cuneptions deduced
by so many from the Apocalypse by spiritualizing and allegor=-
izing 1its language. Unfortunately this work of fepos is not

extant., However, the polnts is here that lNepos of Arsinoe

34, Dean Henry Alford, Greek Testament, Vol. IV, Proleg. p.200
_35. lllcene and Post-ﬂicene FRGLNe TS, Vol, I, Busebius, VII, 24.
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believed the Apocalypse to be the work of the Apostle John.
Cyprlan of Carthage, who quotes or alludes to the

Apocalypse suvme 56 times in his writings, is an important

and interesting witness to the apostolic origin of John's
book, "Little 1la lmown of the early history of Thascilus
Cyprian (b. circa 200 A.D.) until the period of his intimacy
with the Carthaginian presbyter Cecllius, which led to nis
conversion, 246 A,D. That he was born of respectable paren-
tare, and highly oducated for the profession of a rhetorician,
is all that caen be saild with any degree of certainity. At

his baptlsm he assumed the name of his friend Cecllius, and
devoted himself, with all the energles of an ardent and
vigorous mind, to the study and practice of Christianitj. His
ordination and his elevation to the episcopate rapidly followed
his conversion. With sone reslstance on his own parit, and

not without great objections on the part of the older presby-
iters, who saw themselves superseded by hls promotion, the
popular.urgency constrained him to accept the office of bishop

of Carthage (248 A.D.), which he held until his martyrdom

in 258 é.D."SG

Origen, who died in 254 A,D., quotes from the Apoca=
lypse frequently (ca., 60 times according to Bowman) and never
shows any doubt whatsoever as to its author. This fact 1s

especially notewcrthy because Origen, qf all the church fathers,

was the most inquisitive and painstaking in considering all

the doubts and objections raised concerning books in the

%6, Ante-llicene Fathers, Vol. V, p.264, .
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Biblical canon..As stated before, he was the most learned

end most proliIfic theologian of the third century. In his
comuentary on 8t, latthew he states his intention of writing
an exposition of the Apocalypse; this quotation I ecould not
locate for the reason that his exegesis of latt. 24 1s not
Included in Scribnor's Ante=llicene Fathers. However, Dr, Zahn
who had the most complete critical apparatus before him when
he expounded the Revelatlion, lists in his Einleitung the two
passages in which Origen mentions his intentions. Quote:Alles
dies von den siecben Haeuptern des Drachens, dle vielleicht

auf sieven Herrscher (principes rerum) der Bosheit bder auf
‘ebensoviele zum Tode fuehrende Suenden gedeubtet werden koennen,
im einzelnen ausgulegen, ist nicht angd der Zelt. Es wird aber
seliner Zelt ausgelegt werden in der Offenbarung des Johannes."
In the second passage Orlgen comments on the ten horns and

the seven crownsi"Jetzt aber muss ich ueber jene Offedbarung
nur das cuslegen, dass der Schwang des Drachen den dritten
Tell der Sterne des TMimmels heruntergerissen und auf dle Erde
geworfen hat," 87  And then Zahn adds the important statement:
"Dass or dlese Absicht in bezug auf die Apokalypse ausgeiuehrt,
oder also Ersatz dafuer Scholien oder Homillen ueber dleses
Buch geschrieben habe, ist nirgendwo bezeugt.“38 Zahn proceeds
to dlscuss eritically Origen'sScholia and comes to the final

conclusion that Origen probably never wrote a ccmmentary on the

Apocalypse. I found an extremely interesting comment in the

37, Zahn, op. cit., Einleitung, pp. 101,102,
38, Ibid., p. 102. )
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find biography and crltique on Origen by Redepenning:" Die
Apokalypse hielt eor fuer das VWerk des Zebedaliden Johannes
{Corm, on John 1,163 11,100 und oft an anderen Stellen).
Dass er sle zu den Buechern der Diatheke rechnete, folgt
ueberdies aus seinem Vorhaben, sle durch einen FKommentar zu
elacutern (Ser. in Matt.): nur die heiligen Buecher konnte
er auslegen wollen, Vermutlich wuerde beil seinem richtigen
Urteile ueber die Schreibart des Briefes an dée Hebr#ler auch
hier die Verschiledenhelt des Stils ihm nicht entgangen sein,
haette nicht der geheimnisreiche Inhalt, der ergiebigsts Stoff
allegorischer Deutungen, ihn bestochen.” 39
lethodlus, really exceeds the limits of our field
in the critical analysis of the evidence of the testimony
for the Apocalynse in the first 150 years after John's death.
However, since I am emphasizing the early Greek Fathers and
am also including the Donatist Tychonius in the second part
of this paper, I do not think it superfluous to add his
testimony to the previously adduced witnesses. Wis dates are
given as A.D, 260-312. Vicary Clark, his translator, says of
him:"Methodius, who 1s also called Bubulius, was, firat of
all bishop, simultanecusly of Olympus and Patara in Lycia,
as is testified by several ancient writers. He was afterwards
removed, aeccording to St, Jerome, to the eplscopal see of

Tyre in rhoenicia, and at the end of the latest of the great

porsecutions of the Church, about the year 312, he suffered

39. Redepenning, Origenes, eine Darstellung selnes Lebens
und seiner Lehre, VOL. 2, Pe248,
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martyrdom at Chalcls in Greece....lethodius is known chéefly
as the antagonist of Orlgen; although, as has been pointdd
out, he was himself influenced in no small degree by the
method of Origen, as may be seen by hils tendency to alle=-
gorical interpretations of Holy Sceripture.... His writings
agalnst Porphyry, with the exceptlion of some slight frage
ments, are lest, as are also his exegetical writings.“40
There are nine guotations of the Apocalypse in the extant
writings of llethodius, I shall here glve only one citation
heres"And that the Word, when He was incarnate, beceme Virgin,
in the same way as He wéa chief Shepherd and chief prophet

of the Church, the Chrl st-possessed John shows us, saying in
the Book of Revelatlon,; 'And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood
on the mount Zion, and wilth Him an hundred forty and four
thousand, having ¥Wis name and ¥Wils Fathert!s name written in
their foreheads. And I heard a volce from heaven, as the voice
of many waters, and as the volce of a great thunder; and I
heard the volice of harpers harping with thelir harps: and they
sung as it were a new song before the throne, and before the
four beasts, and the elders: and no man could learn that song
but the hundred and forty and four thousand, which were re=-
doemed from the earth, These are they which were not defiled
with womenj for they are virgins. These are they who follow

the Lamb whithersoever He goeth.'“41

Barnes neatly sums up the preceding evidence thus:

40, Ante-Nicene Fathers, Vol, VI, P« 307£f.
41, Toid., D313, :



714

24

Se

354

The auvthor calls himself Hohn, evidently with the design
of representing himself as the apostle of that name, since
his revelation to the churches of Asia Minor is such as
khe relatlion of the Apostle John was, and because the name

John, unless there was sumething to gualify 1t, would

naturally be understood as rererring to the apostle o
that name. :

The fact that John lived at Ephesus, and was well-known
to the seven churches in Asia Ifinor,

The fact that he lived to an extreme old age - to the
time when the book was supposed to have been written.

The fact that there was a persecution in the time of
Domitian, when this book was supposed to have been written.

Favorable conclusions derived from a comparios with the
acknowledged writings of John, the Gospels and the three
Epilstles,"42

Barnes, op. clte., Intro. p.l0.



+ Be The Refutation of the Objectlons by the Earl
Crifics as to the Apostolic Origin 0f the Apocalypse.

The first wltness the doubters summon to their aid
in estublishing their position is Calus, a presbyter at Rome
who flourished about 210 A,D. The passage from his writings
whilch lead some to think that he rejected the RevelatlonAof
St; John 1s as follows: "And Cerinthus also, who by his revel-.
atlons, as if wrltten by some great apm tle, lmposes upon us
monstrous relations of things of ﬁis owvn Invention, as shown
him by an angel, says, 'that after the resurrection thore shall
be a terrestriel kingdom of'Chrisﬁ, and that men shall live
again in Jwrusalem, subject to sensual desires and plsasures.
And being an enemy to the divine Seriptures, and desirous to
seduce mankind, he says there wlll be a term of a thousand
years spent in nuptial entertainments.!'™ This is alleged to
refer to Rev. 20, 4-6:"And I saw thrones, and they sat upon
them, and judgment was given unto them; and I saw the souls
of them that were beheaded fa the witness of Jesus, and for
the Word of God,,and wnich had not worshipped the beast,
neither his image, neither had received hls mark upon'their
foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with
Christ a thousand yeers. But the rest of th e dead lived not
again until the thousand years were finished. This 1is the
first resurrection., Blessed and holy is he that hath part in
the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power,

but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign
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with him a thousand years," Barnes, with his usual persplcuity,
rerarks :"Caius was opposed to Cerinthus and hils views, and .
hence opposed to the prevalling doctrine of Chliliasm, or the
doctrine of the Millenium, that Christ should reign personally
on the earth with his saints a thousand years. It may be pos-
8ible that Cerinthus may have forged a work pretending to be
of apostolic origin, in which these doctrines were affirmed.
The views referred to by Caius as held by Cerinthus are not
the views which are found in Revelation chapter twenty. He
spolte of a 'terrestrial kingdom of Christ;! that 'men would
relgn again in Jorusalem/! that theyhwould be subject ! to
sensual pleasuresi! that 'the term of a thousand years would
be spent in nuptial entertainments,! INone of these opinions
are found in the Book of Revelation as we now have it."*d
Furthermore, C%}us calls ??a book 'Revelations! inw
stead of Revelation == A 77 0 Ko()\u},ﬂl ( == as it is

)
generally called. Perhaps Calus was referring to a different

work from that of John, possibly a forgery, for Theodoret
writes "that Cerinthus forged certain revelations as 1f he
himself had seen them, and declares that the kingdom of the
Tord will be estoblished on earth."

“1onzsius of Alexandria is the most important of the

ancient objectors to the apostolic origin of the Apocalypse,
although he certainly did not deny its inspiration. Dionysius
was a pupil of Origen, and was rmade blshop of Alexandria in
248 A,D, It is lmportant to note that Dionysius opposed the

43, Barnes, op. clt., Intro. pp.11.12.



Apocalypse on dogmatlcal grounds. As hs claims, he "did not
understand it;“>especia11y the doctrine of the millennium
which he thought it plainly taught. Further, he believed the
avthor of the Apocalypse to be another JOhn,VPOSSibl# John
the Presbyter. Se we see that Dlonysius is unlike Caius, who
opposed the Revelation as a forgery by Cerinthus, Caius is
reckoned by Epiphanius as one of the "Alogi," who prosumably
were those who rejected the writings of John as coming from
him, and attributed them to Cerinthus. But let us turn to

the Ecclesiastical History of Eusebius once mores The hise
torlan quotes Dionysius as follows:"some who were before us
have utterly rejected and confuted this book, criticizing
every chapter; showing it throughout unintelligible and ine-
consigtent; adding, moreover, that the inspiration is false,
forasmuch as it i1s not John's; nor 1s a revelation whieh is
hidden under so obscure and think a veil of ignorance...and
this not only no apostle, but not so rmch as any holy or
ecclesiastical man was the author of this writing, but that
Cerinthus, founder of the heresy called after him the Cerine
thian, the better to recommend his own forgery, prefixsd to
1t an honorable name. For thls they say was one of his par=-
ticular notions, that the kingdom of Christ should be earthly;
consisting of those things which he himself, a carnal and sen=
sual man, most admired, the pleasures of the belly, end 1ts
concuplscence; that is, eating and drinking, and marriage;
and for the more decent procurement of these, feastings and
sacrifices and siaughters of victims, But, for my part, I

dare not reject the book, since manyhof the brethren have it
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in high esteem; but, allowing 1%t to be above wy understanding,
I suppose it to contain throughout some lateant and wonderful
meaning; for although I do not understand 1t, I suspect there
must be some profound meaning in the words; not measuring and
Judging these things by my own reason, but ascribing more to
falth, I esteem them too sublime to be comprehended VY MCiess
I do not deny, then, that his name 1s John, and this is John's
book; for I belleve it to be the work of some holy and inspired
person, Nevertheless, I cannot easily grant him to be the
apostle, the son of Zebedee, brother of James, whose 1s the
Gospel ascribed to Jonn, and the Catholic Epistle; for I
conclude from the manner of speecﬁ, and the term of expression,
and the conduct of the book, as we call 1t, that he is not

the same person; for the evangelist nowhere puts down his
name, noy does he speak of himself either in the gospel or

the epistle. I think, therefore, that he is another, one of
them that dwelleth in Asiaj; forasmuch as it is sald, that
there are two tombs at Ephesus, each of them called John's
torb; and from the sentiment, and words, and dispcsition of
them, it 1s likely that he differed from him who wrote the
gospel and epistle."'44 Note here that Dionyslus cites no
historical evidence against the apostolic authorship of the
Apocalypse; but merely refers to internal mattérs; in a word,
reasons from the book itself, Eusebius trles not to be partial

one way or another, but 1t is quite evident that he follows

44, Nicene and Post-llineme Fathers, I, Husebius, VII, 25.
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the opinlon of Dionyslus. But one thing 1z sure about Duse-
biusg: Insplte of his scruples he does not dare to rob the
Apocalypse of its canonlecal standing. The Apocalypse 1s not
found in most of the early catalogs of the llew Testament.
Grogory of Naglanzen omits 1t in his, and the Council of
Taodicea, 363 A.D., omlts it in the 1list appended to 1lts
canonsg, Cyril of Jerusalem, who published his 1ist in 360
AsD., omlts it also. Ampnhilocus, bishop of Iconium in 380 A,Ds
says: "Some admit the Apocalypse of St, John, but most persons
sey it is spurious." Eusebius, trying to be an unblaszed
chronicler, straddles the fence and leaves the question of
authorship an open ones And regarding 1lts canonicity, he

somevhat dublously classifles 1t as a Homologumenon., During

the fourth century, however, it was generally classed wlth

the so-colled Antilegomena,to oks spoken against; the Antl-

legomena are seven ln number, "the Eplstle to the Hebrows,

he Second Epistle of Peter, the Second and Third Eplstle

of John, the Epistle of James, the Eplstle of Jude, and
Revelation."¥®  Barnes rightly maintains that this flurry of
doubts in the latter part of the fourth cenbtury cannot down
the clear historlical evidence of the early writers, for the
origen of the Apocalypse must be determined by writers who
lived at or about the time when the book was written.Another

fine point 1s brought out by the above-uentloned expositor

when he seys that "the objections alleged against the Apcca-

45, John Theo@odte Mueller, Christian Dogmatics, p. 130. -
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1ypse in later tlmes were wholly on internel grounds, and

wore mainly derived from the fact that it was sunnoséd to

_ countenance the doctrine of Chiliasm, or the doctrine of

the perscnal reign of Yhrist and the saints for a thousand
years 1n Jerusalem, and from the fact thet the followers

of Cerinthus appealed to this book in support of their
perniclous errors.m46 Aug comments thus: "It was amidst the
disputes concerning the millennlum that the first explicit

and well-authenticated denial of the Apocalypse occurred, M7
Zehn viexes polemical and almost caustie in his remarks: "Die
Unzulaenglichkelt der Anstrengungen der Aloger, des Dionysius
Aloxandrinus and des Euseblus, dle bis in die Zelt der des
Verfassers dey Apokalypse und bis in dle Heimal{ dez Euches
hinaufreichende Ueberlieferung zu bestreiten, lisgt am Tage.
Dleses Urteil gruendet sich jJa kelnes wegs nur auf dle iangel=-
haftigkeit der Auslegung der zelteren fuellen der Usberlief-
erung durch die verneinenden ¥ritiker des dritten und vlerten
Jahrhunderts, auf dle wuerdelose Felghelt, mit der sie ihran
Widerspruch verbreton, und die rohe Gemelnhelt lhrer Vorgaenger
im gwelten Jahrhundert, sonder vor allem darauf, dass dle
gelehrten Kritiken sich auf keinerlel anders aautende Usber=-
licferung zu berufen gewagt hzben, offenbar aus dem zwingenden
Grunde, dass es bis zu ihrer Zelt und ueberhaupt 1lm ganzen
Berlech der alten ¥irche keine andere Ueberlieferund ueber dle
Entstehung der Apokalypse gegeben hat, Ds war unserer Zeit

vorbehalten, zwar nicht eine andere Traditlon positiven Inhalts

4G, Barnes, Op. ClGe., Intop. p. 15.
47, Hug, Ope Cilbe, DPsd3S.
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aus zuverlgessigen Quellen nachzuwelsen, wohl aber erstens
die einzige alte Ueberlieferung zu verdunkeln und gweltens
eine erst nach dem Jahre 400 hier und da auftauchende Angabe
so zu deuten, dass dadurch dle elngige wirkliche Ueberliefer-
ung ausgeschlogsen erscheint-"48
-In cencluding this cectlon let me state my personal
convictlon in thils matter, in view of the evidence presented
aboves L am convinced that Revelation was written by the
Apogtle John for the simple and compelliing reason that its
apostolic origin was not questioned for over two centuries
ailter it was writtens 1In view of the fact that the early
Church was so careful about admititing books to the Sacred
Canon, in view of the {act that so many apocryphal gospels
and eplstles were g0 définitaly rejected, I do not see how
the Apocalypse could have escaped a simllar fate if 1t had
heen the least doubted when 1% appeared. As the yeara roll
by and we are taken ever fither from the year 86 A,D, when
John wrote the Apocalypse, modern criticism is dwarfed when

it is ranged alongslde the testimony of the iirst centurles

of the Christian eras

48, 7Zahn, op. clt., Erste Haelfte, Einl, pp.78.79,



II. The Historical Interpretation of the Apocalypse
by the Earllest Greek Expositors (from the death
of S¢. John to 380 A,D,)

A« A Brief Summary oflfhe Oral and Wriltten Tradition
concerning the Revelation of St,John the Divine.

At the turn of the second century into the third
we Tind the Book of Rovelation in almost every congregation
of' the Christian Church; 1t was regarded as a sacred writing
of permanent value, and was adopted and studiously read in
public worship. The only exception to this tradition was the
Syrian National Church in and about Edessa, which at that
time was in the early stages of organization. From the Apoca-
lypse more than any other book of the Bible the early Chris-
tlans, both Bity and clergy, women as well as men, drew com=-
fort in their sufferings under Roman persecutors and heroic
courage for the confesslon of their falth by word and blood.
This we know clearly from the Creek report of the congrega=-
tions of Lyons and Vienne in the yeesr 177 A,D, on the bloody
persecutlon they endured ln that vefy year; furthermore, from
the Latin Acts of the Scillitan Hartyrs (named thus after
their birthplace in Numidia) of the year 180 A.D, and the
Carthaginian women Perpetua and Felicitas in the years 202-
203 A.ﬁ. The Galilic Christians quote the words of Revs 22,11:
("He that 1s unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which
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iz £ilthy, let him be filthy stlll: and he thal iz righteous,
let him De rightevus stlll; and he thet is holy, et him be

holy stille") as a prophecy whilch has found 1ts fulfillment
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egtial handlling of the corpses of the martyrs by the
Roman officlals and the snraged populace. Euscebilus, in his
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thls quotation he dsscrlbes the joy with which Blandinﬁ uet

her death, pilctmring her in the words of Revelatlon 19,9:
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TOG Eov {3,15). From Rev,. 14,4, after the comparison

(6 Tou dﬂ o ?(ppwvygv 720 AoV .
. The spokesman of the Twelve lNartyrs frém Sciliium,
Speratus, refuses thse demand of the judges that they swear ‘
by the spirit of the Bmperor with the words borrowcd esson=-
tieily (with a smail admlxture from Romel3,7) from Reve 17,14
{"These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall
overcome thewm: for he is TLord of lords, and King of kings:
and they that are with him are celled, and chosen, and faith-
ful;"® efs Reve 19,6:"4nd I heard as it were the voice of a

great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the

49, liicene and Post-licene Fathers, Vol. ¥, Fusebius, ¥V, l=3.
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volce of mipghty thunderings, saying, Allelula: for the Lord
God omnlpotent relgneth." of'y also Hev. 1,5:"And from Josus
Christ, who is the falthful wiltness, and thé first begotten

of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth,®): "I
Imow nothing of the eupire of this world. lore than the Buperor
we serve that God, whom no man has seon, nor can see with these
oyes {John 1,18), I have not committed a theft, but rather,
when I buy somethling, I pay the rate because I ackmnwoeldge

my Lord, the King of kings and Huler of all the natlons.”

A Christian woman named Donata also adds to this confegsion:
“ionor is due the Empercr as fmperor, btut fear is due God."
(Cfe I Peter 2,17:"Honor all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear
God, Fonor the kings” OCfe. also Revs 13,3=-7:"And I saw one

of his hoads as 1t were wounded to death; and hils deadly

would wes hecaled: and all the world wondered after the beast.
And they worshipped the dragon which gave power untc the beast:
and they worsblipped the beaat, saying, Who is like unto the
beast? who is able to make war with him? And there was glven
vante him a mouth speaking gresat things and blasphemies; and
power was given unto him to continue forty and two months. And
he opened his mouth in blasphemy agalnst God, to blaspheme

his name, and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven,
And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to
overcome them: and power was given him over all kindreds, and

tongues, and nations.")

Among the sacred writings which vere discovered among

the earthly possessions of the martyrs in a book case and were
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taken Into custody, the Apccalypse, says Eahn?o must have

been found. 3%1ll clearer "the Acts of Ferpstua" testify
of the influence of the Apocalypse particulerly on the
spirltual morale of the women of the early Christian Church,
T shall now brlefly sketeh the orsl and written
tradition of the second century fathers with reference to
thelr estimation of the Apocalypse. Irenacus bases his
eschatology on the Bool of Revelation, Ie considers Jokn
the Apostle as author as self-evident, slthough he does
mention him specifically as 1lts author (Joamnes in apocalypsi

ait, inguit, vidit). Hlppolybtus, recently shown to be the

author of the Imratorian Canon, zpeaks of the wrlter of the

C -

/ Jso e 7 ;
Revelation as ¢ @Q?Z}fm‘ KAL XITO 6 70 )\ a(C .
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Tertuilian also defends the Apocalypse as an apostolic book,

the last reveiation of Chrial with the Urue apostolic authority.

In the days of Clement of Alexandria the dlstinction bLstween

canonical und non-canonical books wag not so definite in
Alexandria as it was in the Ocoldent. Yet he too accepts

St, John as the author. Whils Theophilus of Antloch in Syrda

favors the Apccalypse, the authority of the book vanighes
gradually on a ccount of the rising.influence of the Syrian
fatlonal Churche In Asia Hinor our witness lelito, bishop

of Sardis (150180 A,D,.) has unfortunately come down to us
only in the form of titles and fragments. ihat we know of
him hes already been quoted from Euseblus (Bk.IV,26:2), Poly-
carp, the disciple of St. John himself, forms the unbroken

50. Za:h.n., Op. cit.’ Einl. p.e.
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link between the Apostle and Irenaeus, The tradition lines
up as follows: Christ - St, John = Pol&carp - Irenaeus. This
tradltion, as Zahn so ably shows, even if oral, 1s so strong
and reliable that it is extremely difficult for the critics
to accomplish I1ts total elimination and destruction, St,.
John, it would seem, joined the band of the Lord's disciples
at the age of 27, He was about 95 years old when he wrote
the Apocalypse. Polycarp was born circa 55 A,D,, converted
about 69 A.D., ordained bishop of Smyrna about 85 A,D., met
Ignatius (cf. his letter to Smyrna) somewhere between 105-
110 A.D, journeyed to Rome in 154 A,.D., and was martyred 155
A,D. Irenaeus was born about 115 A.D, and became associated
with Polycarp about 129 A,D.; he accompanied Polycarp to
Rome, 154 A.D, He was presbyter in Lyons up to 177, and
after a visit to Rome was made bishop of Lyons. Papias, whom
I will discuss in a moment, defends John's authordhip. His
dates are uncertain, but Zahn holds that he wrote during the
time of the “mperor Hadrian (117-138 A.D.), and that he was
born later than Polycarp and died at an earlier date than
the lutter. Eusebius is prejudiced against Paplas and ridi-
cules him for his millennlalistic views. But Irenaeus calls
himajux’»/\(ou oJ(KOVGT}L’r ,—”—o)\u Ma{pﬂ'w ;Tolfp 9 (Tren. V,34,4).
Iy Sl NIz
Justin Martyr, vhom I will examine critically shortly, accepts

John, or rather what to him is John's doctrine of the millen=-
nium, during the lifetime of Polycarp and Paplas (130-135 A.D,)

51, Zahn, op. cit., Erste Haelfte, Einl. p.22.
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and "ln seinem erheblich spaeter um 151-155 geschrlebenen
Dlalog mlt dem Juden Tryphon (ch., 80,8l), durch den wir
diese Tatsachen erfahren, bezeugt er, dass alle fganz
rechtglasubigen ( OD]ﬂd,}’YUL{Oﬂ'Y ol al I[T)'(YN()

Christen an eine AuferstgLung des Pleisches und an ein

tausendjaehriges Dasein in einem neugebauten Jerusalem
glauben."51

lMontanus of Phrygla also plays into the_tradition

of the Apocalypse. lontanus was a peasant who proclaimed the
millennariaen view that the new Jerusalem would come in his
day. Two women joined him in proclaiming this "doctrine."
The passage in John's Gospel (14,16 = 16,15) which deals with
the sending of the Paraclete, he applies to himself. The
logical concluslon we must reach here then is thiss If
John's Apocalypse and his Gospel had not been generally
accepted, Montanus could not have based his false exegesis
on them,

Certain legends concerning the Apostle John are also

of some importance in the present study. The | I o OJ a(

2 /
__l,: WoAYV Ol , or the "Wanderings of John" by Leucius

Charinus ( a pseudonym), who poses as a disciple of St. John,
pictures John the Apostle as the author of the Apocalypse.
This production of the so-called Leucius (imitation of the
name Luke) was accepted by a personage of no mean reputatlon,
none other than Clement of Alexandria, as perfectly authentioc

and genuine., The "Wanderings of John," be it a mixture of

51, Zahn, op. cit., Erste Haelfte, Einl. p.22.
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truth and legend or not, nevertheless describes the Apoca-
lypse as that "book which Jesus Christ revealed to His
Disciples."52

The influence of the Apocalypse was late, It was
delayed., Why? The critics say that since the fathers travel-
led about a good deal the Revelatlion should have reached
Rome and Antioch in Syria at an earlierdate than 1t actually
did, but that the fact is that the Apocalypse was yet unkmown
in these two cities in the year 110 A.D. and thereabouts,
However we know that Ignatius the noble Christian martyr,
went to Asia iMinor around 110 A,D., wrote hls seven famous
letters, and passed through Ephesus. Ephesus was doubtless
the rirst Yhristian congregation to recelve the message of
St. John (ef. Rev. 2,1-7). We know futhermore that Ignatius
bishop of “#ntioch in his references to the relationship be=-
tween the Ephesian Christians and the apostles of the Lord,
desplises Christian prophecy. He speaks of the fast approache
ing end of the world, and hence we can easily see why he
would be wary of a prophetic book like the Apocalypse. The
point here 1s that the Apocalypse had not yet come teo Antioch
at the turn of the first and second century mark (100 A.D.).
Simila rly, there was no knowledge of it at Rome at the early
date of 110 A,D.

Some-scholars stoutly maintain that Hermas lmew the
Apocalypse of St, John and imitated it. However, Dr. Zahn
upholds the opposite view when he states that the Pastor

52, J.B, Lightfoot, The Apostolic Fathers, Greek Text p.307;
transl. p.413.
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Hermae (Shepherd of Hermas), written by a Roman Christian,
did not know of thh's Revelation; but that the Pastor Hermae
was accepted as canonlcal in all churches from Lyons to
Carthage. Yet 1t must have been written no less than five,
and not more than ten years after the Apocalypse of 3t. John
‘appeared., it 1s thought that the author of the Pastor Hermae
was the brother of Bishop Plus of Rome, At any rate, in the
fourth century it was definitely ruled out of the W,T, canon.
Already around the year 200 A,D. the Apocalypse was the only
prophetlc book allowed in the public service. 2Zahn 1s quite
positive in his assertion that neither Clement of Rome nor
the author of Pastor Hermae had seen or knew the Book of
Revelation. I quite agree with Zahn on this point; neverthe-
less, in order not to ignore those who take the opposk e view,
I quote Bishop Lightfoot's translation of the passage in the
Shepherd which he takes to refer to Rev. 21,14("And the wall
of the city had twelve foundations, and in them the names of
the twelve apfostles of the Lamb): "Here now concerning the
stones that go into the bullding, The stones that are squared
and whilte, and that fit together in theilr joints, these are
the apostles and bishops and teachers and deacons, who walked
after the holiness of God, and exercised thelr office of
bishop and teacher and deacon in purity and sanctity for the
elect of God, some of them already fallen or asleep, and
others still living. And because they always agreed with one
another , they both had peace among themselves and listened

to one another. Therofore theilr joinings fit together in the
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building of the tower."52 The Greek text for this is aa
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53.Ibid., p.71.
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The “pistle of Barnabas (written between 70-79 A,D.)
is gencral in object and character, in opposition to the
Judalzing teachers of that period. The document was written
in Greek and attached to the famous Greek MS of the Yew
Testament found by Dr. Tischendorff in the éonvent of SE.
Catharine, at Mt. Sinai, in 1é59, and published in 1862,

It is obvious from this epistle that the three Synoptic
Gospels, the Epistle ﬁo the Romans, the two to the Corine-
thians, the Phillippians, the Sécond to Timothy, and the
Second of Peter, and the Apocalypse, were all In circula-
tion at that time, whlch was within 5 to 15 years of the
publication of the Gospels.55 The quotation of the Epistle
of Barnabas from Revelation reads thus:"The day is at hand,
in which everything shall be destroyed together with the Evil
One. 'The Lord is at hand and Fis reward.'" This is evidently
a paraphrase of Rev. 22,12, although ﬁt resembles Is. 40,10
(Behold the Lord God will come with a strong hand, and his
arm shall rule for him: behold, his reward is with him, and
his work before him) more than the Apocalypse passage. Zahn
finds another reference in Barnabas to the Apocalypse, quote:
"jenn Barnabas, ©.7,9 1n sciner allegorischen Deutung der

beiden Boecke im Ritus des Versoehnungsfestes (Lev. 16, 7=10,
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nicht an den Tag der Kreuzlgung und bezieht sich nicht auf
Johannes 19,37, wo eln typisches Vorsplel der endgueltigen
Erfuellung der llelssagung Sacharjas dargestelilet ist, sondern
and den Tag der Parusie Christi, von dem er gleich darauf
</ Y4 o 1 7An>) 7 {’
(ce 7,10) sagt: 074V (/w(c\/ XujoV_joié Eﬂﬁ@”"‘ [Barnabas
(
glbt also den Gedanken von Apokalypse 1,7 wider ("Behold,

he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they
also which plerced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall
wall because of him, Even so, Amen"), Was er von dem schare
lachpoten, bls gu den Fuessen herabrelchenden ilantel sagt,lst
selbstverstaendlich in Erinnerung an Mett. 27,28 ("And they
stripped Him, and put on Him a scarlet robe") geschrieben;
aber das VWort 7o /_g/(p 71 s dem bel Matthaeus .xglla(&(//gg
entapricht, steht so nahérbet der von Barnabas zugrunde ge=-

logten Stelle (Rev. 1,7), naemlich Ap, 1,13 ("one like unto

the Son of man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, and
girt about the paps with a éolden girdel;™) in der Beschreil=-
bung der Kleidung des dem Johanno erschlenenen Christus, dass
an der Abhaengigkelt des Barnabas von der Apokalypse nicht
gu zweiflen ist,"20

Zahn then goes on to prove his opinion that the author
of the Didache was dependent on the Apocalypse for certain
passages. But before bringing in Zahn's evidence for this cone-
viction, let me quote an American commentator on this matter

of the early circulation of the Revelation, a scholar whom I

have not hitherto cited, namely, Dr. Beckwith, formerly prof-

56, Zahn, op. cit., Elnl. pPp.32.335.
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esgor of New Testament Interpretation at tnhe General Theo-
logical Seminary in New York City. He writes: "No other
writing of the New Testament can claim in comparison with

the Apocalypse more abundant and more trustworthy evidence
that it was wlidely known at an early date. It 1s also shown
beyond question to have been recognized from an early time

in a part of the Church,and by certain fathers in all parts
of the uhurch, aé belonging in the category of authoritatl ve
Scriptures, Many of the witnesses to these facts specify also
the name of the author....A rapld circulation of the Apoca=
lypse from the outset would be favored by two circﬁﬁstances:
it was directly addressed to seven churches and each of these
would be likely to obtaln a copy of a message sent specifically
to 1tself from a prophet and teacher well known to 1t, and of
evident authoritys But it was also seen to be a message to
the whole church, and 1ts predlctions and promises related
to Ghristians.everyWhere in the perilous times upon which the
Church was not enterl ng. As it was heard when read in the
Asian congregatlions, &t must have stirred the profoundest
emotlons, and eventually coples of 1t could be carried afar
in the busy intercourse of Asia linor with the world. The
Apostolic Fathers contain no certain trace of acquaintance
with the book, Some scholars have thuught to find reminis-
cences of it in Ignatius, Barnabas, and Hermas, But the
parallelisms occur in ideas which the Apocalypse has in
cormon with earlier known writings, or are too remote to

furnish evidence of acquaintance. The silence of these writers
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does not however prove their ignorance of the book; they have
In general no occasion to quote it. Possibly in the case of
Hermas and the Teaching of the Twelve Apostles we might ex-
pect some echo of 1t, since they speak particularly of the
Last Things; but the absence of such reminiscence from these
writings is far from convincing evidence that the book had not
yoat reached Rome, or the home of the Teaching (Didache). A
few years later, testimony to the book becomes direct and .
unquestionable."s

And now Zahn on the Apocalypse in the Didache:"Hoch
deutlicher und tiefer greifend ist die Abhaengigkeit der so-
genannten Didache von der Auktoriget der Apokalypse. Der Ver-
fasser, der seinem Buch den Titel gegeben hat: 'Lehre des
Herrn durch die Zwoelf Apostle an die Heilden,'! schliesst den
ersten Haupttell seilner Schrift (c.6,2«3) mit den Worten:
tWenn du das ganze Joch des Herrn tragen kannst, wirst du
vollkommen sein, VWenn du es aber nicht kannst, tue was du
kannst, In bezug auf dle Spelsen trage, was du kannst, Vor
dem Genss des den Goetzen geopferten Flelsches aber huette
dich sehr; denn das ist eine Verehrung toter Goetters! So
konnte nur einer schrelben, der von noch anderen Verordnungen
in bezug auf Enthaltung von gewlssen Nahrungsmitteln wusste,
welche der Herr durch dle Apostel den Heiden christen gegeben
hatte. Der Verfasser kannfe also den Beschluss des Apdatel-
konzils, und es entspraeche seinem Ideal, dass die Heiden~-

Christen sich des Genusses nicht nur von Goetsenopferfieisch

57. Isbon T. Backwith, The Apocalypse of John, pp«337«338.
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sondern auch vom Blut und vom Flelach erstickter Tiere ente

hielten., Dass er es trotzdem wagt, im lamen der 12 Apostel

¢\ A D /
selbst auf dlest 0_Tay gﬂ'a(TaAuJY :

(Acts 16,4) mit einer einzigen Ausnahme zu verzichten, er-
klaert sich nur daraus, dass einer der 12 Apostel, der eben=
sogut wie dle uebrigen Apostel (Acts 15,28) dabel im heiligen
Gelst gehandelt hatte, naemlich der Apostle Johannes oder
vielmehr der Herr durch diesen in dem Buch der Apokalypse mit
derselben Verzichtlelstung vorangegangen war (Cf, Acts 15, |
25=29; 15,203 21,25 with Rev, 2,14320,25). Der Einfluss dleses
Buches auf den Verfasser zelgt sich auch an anderen Stellen

in der im Vergleich mit anderen Schriften der Zeilt vor der
lontanistischen Bewegung gestelgerten eschatoloéischen Efe
wartung und in der Hochschaetzung der christlichen propheten
und der christlichen Prophetie der Gegenward. Dass dle Didache,
auf welche schon der Maertyrer Justinus um 155 also auf ein
von den Aposteln ueverliefertes Word sich beruft, andererselts
sich vom iiirten des Hermas abhaenglg zeigt, hat nichts befremd-
liches, da der Hirt gleich nach seiner Abfassung von Rom aus
durch den Gemeindevorsteher Clemens an eine lehrzahl von ause
waertigen Gemeinden versandt worden ist, Unbegreiflich dagegen
waere unter der noch irmer sehr verbrelteten Voraussetzung,
dass die johanneische Apokalypse um 68«70 geschrieben sei,

die unbestreitbare, aus dem Hirten des Hermas und dem Brief
des Clemens ersichtliche Tatsache, dass um 100 die roemische
Gemeinde und ihre fuehrenden Gelster mit der Apokalypse voellig

unbekannt waren, Denn dies waere unvertraeglich mit der Hoche



schaetzung der apostilischen Auktoritaet in den beiden roemischen
Schriften um 100 elnerseits und der ebenso unbestreitbaren
Tetsache andrerseitz, dass dile Apokalypse nicht nur im Lande
ihres Ursprungs, sondern ueberall, whohin sie kam, also Werk
elnes Apostels angesehen worden ist, Da ferner das Buch selbst,
trotz selner naechsten Bestlmmung fuer die sileben Gemeinden
der Provingz Asien keinen Zweifel darueber laesst, dass er der
gesamten Christenhelt zugedacht sel (Rev. 1,1; 22,6-8,10-15,17;
19,7-9), so erschsint dle Hypothese von der Entstehung der
Apokalypse um 68-70 ausgeschlogsen and dagegen die Ueber-
lieferung von der Abfassung der Apokalypse um 95 und des
vierten Evangellums in den ersten Jahren Trajans (98-100)
bestaetigt.™8 Test I be criticdsed for putting too much
atoclr in the solid CGerman scholarship of Zahn, let me refer
to an &nglican scholar who spent twenty-five years studying
the Apocalypse bofore consenting to write a commentary on it
for T, & T. Clark of Kdinburgh, I refer to Dr., R.H. Charles,
Archdeacon of Westminster and Feilow of the British Academy.
I guote him on the circulation and reception of the Revelation:
"There are most probable but no absolutely certain traces of
John's Apocalypse in the Apostolic Fathers. In the Shepherdd
of YHermas (Vision II, 2.7) there is a very probable connection
with our author, The fact that Hermas used the same imagery
as the Apostle John in the Apocalypse may be rightly used as
ovildence that he knew it. Thus the Church (vision II,4) is
represented by a woman (R:v. 12,1£ff.)3 the enemy of the Church
by a beast ( Lﬁi137¢f;l/ ), Vision IV, 6«10 as compared with

58, Zahn, Op. cit., Einl, PP« 33=34,
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Rev. 13t out of the mouth of the beasts proceed Lfiery locusts,
Vislon IV, 1,6 as compared with Rev, 9,3: whereas the foun-
dation stones of the Heavenly Jerusalem bear the name of the
Twelve Apostles, Rev. 21,14, and those who overcome are made
pillars in the spiritual temple, Rev. 3,12, in Hermas the
apostles and other teachers of the Church form the stones
off the heavenly tower erected by the archangels, Vision III,
S¢ls The faithful in both are clothed in whlte and are given
crowns to wear, Rev. 6,11; 2,10; 3,1k; Hermas, SIM,VIII,
2el,340ee (Charles here, in the sentences vmitted in this
citation, gives textual evidence of similarities between the
Lpocalypse and Hermas and the Epistle of Barnebas)...As for
the passages in Ignatius, Ad, Phil, VI,1l has nothing to do
with Neve 3,12, nor Ad. Eph, XV.3, with Rev. 21,3: nor does
Barnabas VI, 13 reflsct Rev, 21,5t for the sense 1ls absolutely
different, Nlor should we connect Clement of Rome (To the
Corinthians 34,3 with Rev. 22,12."59 This last comment of
Charles conflicts with what I have previocusly cited as an
allusion listed by Bishop Lightfcot. I again state that in
this detail Clement is rather following Is, 40,10 than Rev,.
22;12.

The above must suffice for the early tradition of

the Apocalypse,

59, R.H. Charles, I.C.C. Revelation of St. John, Vol.I,pp.97=98.



Bs Seven Barly Greek Exegetes: Thelr Exposition of
the Apocalypse; An Evaluation of thelr Exegesis
(caq 100"380 A.Do )

The fathers that I shall treat in the following pages
are, in their proper chronological order: Paplas, Justin
llartyr, Irenaeus, Hippolytus, Origen, dethodius, and Tichonlus
(also Tychonius, Ticonius), Tertullian and Cyprian I have
omitted because they are reckoned as Latin Fathers, Clement
of Alexandria, Upigen's great teacher, has little to say of
the Apocalypse, whereas his famous pupll quotes or alludes
to 1t upwards of sixty times. Dr. Charles dismisses my whole
thesis in five short sentences: "Greek commentaries: The
Apocalypse does not owe much to Greek exyositors. The earliest
were probably the best. Fragmentary expositons are preserved
in Justin and Irenaseus whlch are referred to by Jerocme, DE
VIR. ILLUSTR., II, 9. The two earlilest complete commentaries
by lielito and Hippolytus are lost. Clement of Alexandria
comnented on the Apocalypse, and Origen recorded his intention
of so doing, IN MATT, 493 that his Scholia on the Apocalypse
have been preserved 1s highly probable.“eo Charles does, it
is true, discuss critically the worth of the so-called text
of Origen, but textual criticism has no part in this treatlse.
Scholars of modern Germany have reconstructed the commentary
of Tichonlus, and I have exhausted the resources at my dise-

posal to present a falrly adequate picture of this unusual

60, Charles, op. clt., Vol. I, Intro. pp. 187-188,



expesltor of the Apocalypse. Eusebius I bring iIn only inci-
dentally, as he is primerily a chuch historian, not an exegete.
Our first consideration centers on Papias., Only
fragments of his wrlting have been preserved. The Oxford
IS« contains a supposed reference by Paplas to the death of
John as a martyr. But Zahn points out that mcdern critics,
influenced undoubtedly by Irenseus, unjustly regard Papilas
as superstitlous and unrd lable. ILet us let the men speak
for himself and then welgh the evidences I shall quoﬁe in
full six fragments of Papias in order that the reader may get
as complete a plcture as possible of the man's doctrinal pos=
ition,

T. From the Expostion of the Oracles of the Lord (Eus.,H.E,

III, 39): "The writinge of Papies in comuon circulation are
five in nmumber, end these are called an Exposition of the
Oracles of the Tord. Irenaeus malkes mention of these as the
only works written by him, in the following wordsi 'Now testi-
mony is borme to these things in writing by Papias, an anclent
man, who was & hearer of John, and & friend of Polycarp, in
the fourth of his books; for five bocks were composed by him,!
Thus wrote Irenasus. Horeover,Papias himself,in the Introduce
tion to hils books, makes 1t manifest that he was not himself

a2 hearer and eye=witness of the holy apostles, but he tells

us that he received the truths of our religion from those who
were acquainted with them(ile. the apostles) in the following
words: But I shall not be unwilling to put down, along with

my interpretations, whatsoever instructions I received with
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care at any time from the elders and stored up with care in
my memory, assaring you st the same time of their truth., For
I did not, like the multltude, take pleasure in those who
gpoke much, but in those who taught the truth; nor in those
w0 related strange commandments, but in those who rohearsed
the commandmenta glven by the Lord to faith, and procesding
from truth itself. If, then, any one who had attended on the
elders came, I asked minutely after thelr sayings, what
Andrew or Poter sald, or what was said by Philip, or by
Thomes, or by James, on by John, or by Matthew, or by any
other of the Tord's disciples: which things Aristion and

the presbyter John, the dilsclples of the ILord, say. For I

imegined that what was to be got from books was not so profite
able 4o me as what ceme from the living and abiding volece,"8l
The second citatlon is from Irenaeus (Ag., Her,5,32):
"As the elders who saw John the disciple of the Lord remembered
that thou had heard from him how the Lord taught in regard
to those times, and sald:'The days will come in which vines
shall grow, having each ten thousand brances, and in ecach
brench ten thousand twigs, and in each true twlg ten thousand
shoots, and in every one of the shoots ten thousand clusters,
and on every one of the ten thousand clusters ten thousand
grapes, and every grape when pressed will give five and
twenty metrites of wine, And when any one 6f the saints shall
ley hold of a cluster, another shall cry out, 'I am a better
bluster, take mej bless the Lord through me,'! In like manner

he said that a grain of wheat would produce ten thousand ears,

6l. Ante=Nicene Fathel‘ﬂ, Vol. I. p.1530
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‘and that every ear would have ten thousand grains, and every
grain would yleld ten pounds of claér, pure, fine flour; and
that apples, and seeds and grass would produce in similap
ppoportions; and that all animals, feeding them only on the
productions of the earth, would become peaceable and har-
monious, and be in perfect subjection to man."™? (Testimony

is borae to thse things in writings by Papias, an anclent man,
vho was a hesrer of Johmn and a friend of Polycarp, in the
fourth of his books; for five books were composed by him,

And he added, =aying: 'Now these things are credible to be=-
licvers. And Judas the traitor,! says he, 'not believing,

and asking, 'How shall such growth be accomplilshed by the
Lord?! the Lord said; 'They shall see who shall come to thoem,.!
These, thon, are the sayings mentioned by the prophet Isaliah:
'And the wodf shall lie down with the lamb,' Is,11,6ff.).

The third fragment 1s found also in Irenaeus (Ag,

Her. 5,36); but, says our translator, it 1s a mere guess that
the saying of the presbytors is taken from the work of Paplas.
Cuote:"As the presbyters say, then (1le. in the future state)
those who are desmed worthy of an abode In heaven shall go
there, others shall enjoy the delighté of Paradise, and others
shall possess the splendor of the city; for everywhere the
Savior will be seen, abcording as they shall be worthy who
see Him. But that there is this distinction between the hable-
tation of those who produce an hundred-fold, and thet of those
who produce sixty-fold, and that of those who produce thirty-

62. Ante-Nicene Fathers, Vol,I,Fragments of Papias, pp.1535.154.



fold; for the first will be taken up into the heavens, the
second class will dwell in Paradise, and the last will in-
hablt the city; and that on this account the ILord saild, 'In
my Pathors!s house are many mansions'! (John 14,2): for all
things velong to God, who supplies all with a suitable dwelle
ing place, even ag N¥is word says, that a share is given to
all by the Father (Matt.20,23), according as each one is or
shall be worthy. And this 1s the couch (Matt.22,10) in which
they shall recilne who feast, being lnvlited to the wedding.
They presbyters, the diéciples of the apostles, say that this
1z the gradation and arrangement of those who are saved, and
that thoy advance through steps of this nature; that; more-
over, they ascend through the Spirit to the Son, and through
the Son to the Father; and thet in due time the Son will yield
up His work to the Father, even as 1t 1s sald by the Apostle
1Por He must reign till He hath put all enemies under His
foet. The last enemy that shall bedestroyed is death.™ ( 1
Cor.15,25=26)« For in the times of the kingdom the just man
who is upon the earth shall forpet to dle. 'But when hs'saith
all things are put under Him, it is manifest that He is
excepted which did put 2ll things under Him. &nd when all
things shall be subdued unto Him, then shall the Son also
Himself be subject unto Him that put all things under Him,
thet God may be 21l in alle.? (1 Cor. 15,27.28).

The following fragment is found in Eusebius (H.E.
111, 39):"Papia$, who is now mentioned by us, affirms that
he recelved the sayings of the apostoles from those who

accompanied them, and he moreover asserts that he heard in
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person Aristlion and the presbyter John ((A certain presbyter,

of - whom see Apos. Constitutions, VII, 46, where he 1s said

to have been ordained by St. John the Evangelist.]). Accor-
dingly, he mentions them frequently by name, and in his writ-
ings glves their graditions. Our notice of these circumstances
may not be without its use. It may also be worth while to add
to the statements of Papias already given, other passages of
his in which he relates some mlraculous deeds, stating that

he acquired the knowledge of them from tradition. The resi-
dence of the Apostle Philip wlth his daughters in Hierapolils
has been mentioned above. We must now point out how Papilas,

who lived at the same time, related thathe had recelved a
wonderful narrative from the daughters of Philip., For he
relates that a dead man was ralsed to life in his day ((In

his dey may mean: in the days of Paplas, or in the days of
rhilip, As the narrative came from the daughters of °Philip,

it is more likely that Philip's days are meant]). He also
mentions another miracle relating to Juéﬁs, surnamed Barnae
bas, how he swallowed & deadly polson, and receilved no harm

on account of the grace of the Lord. The same person, more=
over, has set down other things as coming to him from unwritten
tradition, amongst these some strange parables and instructions
of the Savior, and some other. things of a more fabulous nature. 3

Amongst these, he says that there willl be a millennium after

the resurrection from the dead, when the personal reign of

Christ will be established ON THIS EARTH, He moreover hands

63.,Ed. note of translator:"Not even Irenaeus, much less Eus.,
should be accepted,otherwise than as relating vague reports.”
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down, In his own writings, other writings glven by the pre-
viously mentloned Aristion of the Lord's sayings, and the

traditions of the presbyter John. For information on these

points we can meroly refer our readers to the books theme
selves; but now, to the extracts already made, we shall add,
as beling a matter of primary importance, a tradition regard-
Ing lMark who wrote the Gospel, which he (i.e.Papias) has given
in the following words: And the presbyter said this: 'iark
having become the interpreter of Peter, wrote down accurately
whatsoever he remembered. It was not, however, in exact ofder
that he related the sayings or deeds of Christ. For he neither
heard the Lord nor accompanied Him. But afterwards, as I said,
he accompanied Peter, who accommodated his instructions to
the necessitles of his hearers, but with no intention of
giving a regular narrative of the Lord's sayings. Wherefore
Mark rmade no mistake in thus ﬁriting some things as he re-
membered them. For of one thing he took especial care, not

to omlt anything he had heard, and not to put anything fic-
titious in to the statements, (This 1s what is related by
Paplas regarding Mark; but with regard to Matthew he has

made the following statements) Matthew put together the
oracles of the Lord in the Hebrew language, and each one
interpreted them as best he could. (The same person uses
proofs from the First Epistle of John, and from the Epistle
of Peter in like manner). And he also gives another story

of a woman (Rufinus says: John 8,1011) who was accused of
many sins before the Lord, which is found in the Gospel

according to the Hebrews . "08

64, A.,N.F., Vol I, p.l154.
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ragments 8 and 9 offer extremely valuable testie

mony for John and the Apocalypse. Number 8, taken from
Andrew of Caesarea, reads:"With regard to the inspiration
of the book (Revelatiqn),we deem 1t superfluous to add
another words for the blessed Gregory Theologus, and Cyril,
and even men of still older date, Papias, Irenaeus, letho-
dius, and Hippolytus, bore entirely satisfactory testimony
to it.," Fragment 9 is taken from Anastaslus Sinaita:"Teking
occasion from Papias of Hierapolis, the 1llustrious, a dis=-
ciple of the Apostle who leaned on the bosm of Christ, and
Clements, and Pantaenus, the priests of the Church of the
Alexandrians, and the wise Ammonius, the ancient and first
expositors, who agreed with each other, who understood the
work of the six days as referring to Christ and the whole
Church, 752

Since I am no scholar of the early Church Fathers
permit me to quote the translator and editor 6f the Papias
fragments on the merits of Papias as a faithful chronicler
of the things he heard and saw, and thus get an unblased
estimate of the records left to us by this man, Quote:"It
seems unjust to the holy man of whose comparatively large
contributions to early Christian literature such mere relics
have been preserved, to set them forth in these verslons, un-

accompanied by the coplous annotatiocns of Dr. Routh.%6 1f

even such crumbs from his table are not by any means without

65. A.I\I.F.’ VO].-I’ p.lss.

66. Routh, Reliquise Sacrae, V.I.I.could not locate thls book
in st. Youls.
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a practical value, with reference to the Canon and other
matters, we may well credit the testimony (though disputed)
of Eusebius, that he was a learned man, and well verse in
the Holy Scriptures (see Lardner, Vol. 2, p.119). All who
name poor Paplas are sure to do si wlth the apologetic quall-
fication of that historlan, that he was of slender capacity.
obody who attributes to him millennarian fancies, of which
he was but a narrator, as if these were characteristics rather
than the blemishes of his works, can fall to accept thils
estimate of our author.,.(Cf. Iren, AG,HER.,V,33).s..Paplas
has the credit of association with Polycarp, in the friend-
ship of St. John himself, and of 'others who had seen the
Lord.' He is sald to have been bishop of Hierapolié, a clty
Phrygia, in the first half of the second centurj. Later
writers affirm that he suffered martyrdom about 163; some
saying that Rome,others that Pergamos, was the scene of his
death. fie was a hearer of the Apostle John, and was on terms
of intimate intercourse with many who had known the Lord and
His Apostles. From these he gathered the floating traditions
in regard to the sayings of the Lord, and wove them into a
production divided into five books. This word éoes.not seem
to have been confined to an exposition of the saylngs of
Chris$, but to have cort ained much historical information.

Fusebius (H,E, III,39) speaks of Papias as a man most learmed

in all things and well acquainted with the Scriptures. In

another passage he describes him as of small capacity."e7

6?. A.]I.F" VOl :{’ ppdlsl-lszl
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In concluding our discussion of Paplas, who I may
say was the flrst avowed chlliast of the H,T, Church after
the appearance of the Apocalypse, let me state Beckwith's
appreisal of the worth of praplas:"Papias (70-155 A.D.), bishop
of Hierapolls in the early part of the second century, called
by Irenaeus & companion of Polycarp (of whom Irenasus himself
A

was a younger contemporary) and a man of olden time,

> 7
X¥np s knew the book and accepted it as inspirsd.
|

His teséimony is not preserved in his own words, but Andreas
in his commentary on the Apucalypse, in which he shows that
he had used the writings of Paplas among many other earlier
writers, reports him as bearing witness with Irenaeus, letho-
dius, and Hippolytus to the inspiration, of the Apocalypse.
HMost scholars are agreed that there is no ground to question
the accurady of Andreas! (bishop of Caesarea in Cappadocia)
report of Papias."GS Says Charles:®Papias was the first...
T

\
to attest, not its authorship, but its credibility: /| é0¢
!/

u;x//ac /av yia//rsu?f"'au 7n} /{/{/’ov //fpcfzo\/

M&u, o I V ” )1 f & l é ég f: ‘ ‘2& vee

M\u 7{110:)%011 ﬂjO(! EJ(&C f'wr ¢ wV
\

T_o”T’OU [(_phfp/(“/ /\/ poc’od g,gg( jETaAv’r‘av ﬂgggu,(,g/w,aou\('fb/ VY

>
Eusebius, however, never definitely says that John's Apoca= 55222252?

lypse was known to Paplas. The statement, however (III,39)

which he attributes to Paplas, seems to be an echo of the

68. Beckwith, op. cit,, Intro. p.338.
6
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But Eusebius proceeds to say that this statement of Papilas
was due to his misunderstanding of certain apostolic state=-

=) ® L 0[ ’
nents, g ] aA(_ gé‘: ¢ n(,/nJZCi s Which he took

literally instead of figurativelyoiég

In the writings of our second expositor there is
only one notwworthy passage that bears on the Apocalypse. Like

his contemporary Paplas, Justln Martyr (florult, 133-160 A.D.)

vas e chillast, In order to get at his doctrinal position on
the millennium I shall quote chapters 80 and 81 of his "Dia=-
logue with Trypho" (155-160)« In the latter chapter we have
a primitive exogesis of Rev. 20,4=-5:"And I saw thrones, and
they sat upon them, and judgment was glven unto them; and I
saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of
Jesus, and for the Word of God, end which had not worshipped
the beast, neither his image, neither had they received his
mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived
and reigned with Christ a thousand years. But the rest of the
dead lived not agailn until the thousand years were finished.
This is the first resurrection,” And now to let Justin speek
for himselff Chap,.B80: The Opinion of Justin with Regaréd to
the Reign of a Thousand Years; Several Catholles reject it):
"And Trypho to this replied: 'I remarked to you, sir, that
your are very anxious to be safe in all respects, since you

cling to the Scriptures. But tell me, do you really admit that

69. Cha‘:‘les, OPe cit.’ VOl.IpIntI'O., p.98.
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this place, Jerusalem, shall be rebullt; and do you expect
your people to ba gathered together, and made joyful with
Christ and the patrlarchs, and the provhets, both the men

of our nation, and other proselytes who joined them bhefore
your Christ came? or have you glven way, and admitted this

in order to have the appearance of worsting us in the con=-
troversles?! Then I enswered, 'I am not so miserable a
fellow, Trypho, as to say one thing and think another, I
admitted to you formerly, that I and many others are of

this opinion, and believe that such will take place, as you
assuredly are aware; but, on the other hand, I signified to
‘you that many who belong to the pure and plous falth, and are
true Christians, think otherwise, loreover, I polnted out to
you that some who are called Christians but are godless, Ilme-
plous hereticu, teach doctrines that are in every way blas-
phemous, atheistical, and foolish. But that you may lmow that
I do not say this before you alone, I shall draw up & state-
ment, so far as I can, of all the arguments ¥hich have passed
between us; iﬁ which I shall record myself as adnitting the
very things which I admit to you. For I choose not to follow
men or men's doctrines, but God and the doctrines delivered
by Him, For if you have fallen in with some who are called
Christiansg, but who do not admlt thié truth, and venture %o
blaspheme the God of Abraham, and the Yod of Isaac, and the
God of Jacobj who say there is no resurrectlon of the dead,
and that their souls, when they die, are taken to heavenj do

not imagine that they are Christians, even as one, if he would
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rightly consider it, would not admit that the Sadducees, or
similar sects of Genistae, lleristae, Gallleans, Hellenists,
Pharisees, Baptists, are Jews (do not hear me impatiently
when I telly you what I think), but are only called Jews and
children of Awhraham, worshipnping God with the lips, as God
Himself declared, but the heart was far from Him, But I and
others, who are right-minded Christiens on all points, are
assured that there will be a resurrection of the dead, and
a thousand years in Jerusalem, which will then be built,
adorned and endarged, as the prophets Ezeklel and Isgiah
and others declare.,"

Chape. 81: Hg Endeavors to Prove This Opinion from
Isaiah and the Apocalypse:"For Isajah spoek thus concerning
thiis space of a thousand years: 'For there shall be the new
heaven and the .new earth, and the former shall not be remem=-
bered or come into their heart; but they shall find joy and
gladness in it, which things I create. For, Behold, I make
Jerusalem a rejolcing, and my people a joy; and I shall re-
joice over Jerusalem, and be glad over Iy people. And the
voice of weeplng shall be no more heard in her, or the volce
of crying. And there shall be no more there a person of im-
mature years, or an old man who shall not fulfill his days.
For the young man shall be an hundred years old; but the

sinner who dies an hundred years old, he shall be accursed.

And they shall build houses, and shall themselves inhabit
them; and they shall plant vines, and shall themselves eat
the produce of them, and drink the wine; they shall not build,
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and others inhabitj they shall not plant, and others cat,
For sccording to the duys of the tree of 1ife,shall be the
days of my people; the work of their toil shall dbound;

fiine elect shall not toil fruitlessly, or beget children

to be accursed; for they-shall be a seed righteous and
blzssed by the lLord, and thelr offspring with them. And 1t
shall come to pass that before they call, I will hear; while
they are still speaking, I shall say, Whet is 1t? Then shall
the wolves and the lambs feed together, and the lion shall
eat straw like the oxjy but the serpent shall eat earth as
bread; They shall not hurt or maltreat each other on'the
holy mountain, saith the Lord.'(Is: 65,17-25), llow we have
understood that the expression used among these words, 'Ace
coring to the days of the tree(of 1life) shall be the days

of my people; the works of their toil shall abound,'! obe
scurely predicts a thousand years. For as Adam was told that

in the day he ate of the tree he would die, we know that he
dld not complete a thousand years. We have perceived,-more-
over, that the expression, 'The day of the Lord is as a
thousand years,! (Ps.90,4;3 II ret.3,8) is connected with
this subject. And further, there was a certain man with us,

whose name was John, one of the apostles of Christ, who

prophesied, by a revelation that was made to him, that those
who believed in our Christ would dwell a thousand years in

Jerusalemi and that thereafter the general, and in short,

the eternal resurrection and the judgmént of all men would

likewilse take place. Juat as our Lord also said, 'They shall
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neither m rry nor be given in marraige, but shall be equal
to the angels, the children of the God of the resurrection.?
(Iuke 20,35)."70  Beckwith finds more in Justin's writings
than the above quoted passage: "Also hls language regarding
Satan (Apology I,c.28) 'The prince of evil demons 1s called
a sercent and Satan and the devll as you can learn, by
examination, from our writings'! alludes plainly to Rev. 12,9,
"And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent called
the Devll and Satan, which decelveth the whole world: he
was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out
with him3" and Rev. 20,2:"And he laid hold on the dragon,
that old serpent, which 1s the Devil, and Satan, and bound
him a thousand years."71 Justin Hartyr clearly bases his
false conception of the return of Christ on Rev. 20,1-6., His
dogmatical tenéts in this matter may have had the additional
foundation of the deep-seated, ingrained, Iinveterate, and
perverted materialistic conception of the lHesslah which the
Jews with whom he assoclated had. We know that when the
lMessiah 'came into His own, His oﬁn received Him not.'! (John
1,11). The Jews were looking for a temporal king, a mighty
delivered who would crush their enemies under his feet and
moke of them a powerful nation among the kingdoms of the
world. They wantéd a military hero like unto Samson, Digdeon,

David, Solomon, and Hegekiah of old. Hence their offense

‘?0. Aon'lF.’ volc I. pp.239-240O
71l. Beckwith, op. cit., Introd. p.3538.
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when the mild and loving Nazarene apneared among them, Hence
thelr loathing of the cross of Calvary and Him that was cruci-
fied upon it. Even Jesus! own disciples longed for a tempordl
ing, longdd after We, the Haster Teacher had told them that
He was the Way, the Truth, and the Life, theilr only FHope in
reaching heaven; for they asked him:"Lord, wilt thou at this
time (after His resurrection) restore agaslin the kingdom of
Israel?" (Acts 1,6) Thus Justin's millennarian views may
have also found basis on the Jewish misconception of the

0,T, prophecies concerning the return of the lMessiah in glory.
Bousset, In his Excursus on Rev. 12, writes the following:
"Aber es erheben sich grosse Bedenken gegen die Deutung der
merkwuerdigen Schilderung von der Beburt des Hessias, Einmﬁl
ist eline solche Kombinatlion der belden lesslasbilder in so
frueher Zeit durchaus nicht nachweisbar. Die juedische Idee
vong dem doppelten Erschienen des lessias scheint erst in
zlemlich spaeter Zelt entstanden zu sein, Justin, ein genauer
Kenner Juedischer Haggada, welss noch nichts davon, obwohl

er gerade auf dem Geblet juedlach messilanischer Vorstellungen
gut ordlentiert 15t."72 e compare hoere the passage in his
"pialogue with Trypﬁo“ chapter 8, the words:"But Christ,=

if He has indeed been born, and exists anywhere=-, 1s unknown
and does not even know himself, and has no power untll Ellas
come &o anoint Him, and make Mim manifest to alles And you,

having accepted a groundless report, invent a Christ for

72, Wilhelm Bousset, Offenbarung des Johannes, (Meyer's
Ronmentar) Vol.l6, p.o4S.
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the Jews) know this man, whence he 1s: but when Chrict

come bh,no man knowth whence he 1s." "fle lknow thils men: his

parentage and place of birth." "No man knoweth whence he isj"
the Jews lknew that Messiah should be a descendant of David,
and born in Bethlehem, Matt., 2, 4-6. But they had the idea
that, before his manifestation es king of Israel, he would
hide himself, and then suddenly appear from an unlnown

73 Bousset adds the note:

quarter (Cf, Mal.3,1l; Matt.24,26.
"Naeher unsrer Erzachlung kommt schon Targum Jonathan zu
llichs 4,8:'Du CGesalbter Israels, der du verborgen bist,
wegen der Suenden des Volkes zu Zion, Dir wird dds Reich
zu Tell,? Vielleicht ist erst in der rolemik mit den
Christen dle Idee von dem doppelten Erscheinen des Nessias
auf juedischer Seite entstanden. Auf - elne spasters Zeit
welst auch der Neame deos lMesslas, MEnaehem."74 I must say
that I do not take much stock in the opinions of Bousset,
and wvherever he and Dr. 2Zahn are in disagreement I follow
the latter because of his superior scholarship and wilder
knowledge of the Tleld of patristics.

The first church writer and theolcgian who made

consistent and continuous exegesis on the Apocalypse wes

Irenacus (b. ca., 130-135), His expositiong is to be found

73 The Concordla N,T. with Notes, p.255.
74, Bousset, OpPs Clbe; DeodBa
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in Book V of hils monumental work "Against Heresles,” His
interpretation is frequently symbolical and figurative.
Bougset has endeavored to show that Irenaeus basss his
eagchatology not on the Apocalypse, but In mostcases ca an
old eschatological traditicn which was accessible to him,
vhich reaches into the Hew Testament era, and which he
reads into the'Apocalypse. He works in many pecullar details
by learned combinatlons, €.g8., Daniel 2 and 73 Reve. 13 and
17, According to Irenaeus ten kings will reign in the Last
Dayds (V, 30:2). Of these tho Antichrist will kill three and
rule over the remaining seven as the oighth king (V,26:11).
The second beast in Reve. 13 is the false prophet mentioned
in V,28:2, namely, the Antichrist. In this chapter 28 of
Boeok V Irenacus quotes II Thess. 2,10-12; Rev.19,20: 13,11ff;
and II Pet.35,8. In chapter 30 of the seme book the author
quotes Rev. 22,19; 7,5-7; and 17,8. According to Jeremiah
8,16 t“The snorting of his horses was heard from Duni the
whole land tremblcod at the sound of the neighing of his
strong ones; for they are come, and have devoured the land,
and 2ll thet is in 1%; the city and those that dwell therein®)
the Antichrist originates from the tribe of Dan. Therefore
in the enumeration in Rev. 7,5-8 ("Of the tribe of Judah
were sonled twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Reuben were

senled twelve thousand, Of the tribe of Gad were scaled twelve
thousand. Of the tribe of Aser were sealed twelve thousand.

Of the tribe of Nephtalim were sealed twelve thousand. Of

the tribe of Manasseh were sealed twelve thousand. Of the

tribe of Simeon were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe
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of Levl were sealed twelve thousand. 0f the tribe of Issachar
were sealed twelve thousand. Of the trive of Zabulon were
gealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Joseph were sealed
twelve thousand, Of the tribe of Benjamin were sealed twelve
thousand,") the name of Dan is not mentioned. C£. Ir. V,30:2
Apparently Irenuseus was right and the descent of Antichrist
from Dan was an old tradition.

Already in Irenaeus the historclal considerations
of the writings have vanished from memory completely. He
gives a weerisome, allegorical Interpretation of the number
566 (v, 28:2f3; 29:2), and virtually rejects all explanations
ol 1t as veferring to a definite individual or name, although
he dees, in order to show that he is able and competent in
this respect also, gives the possibilities EUANTHAS, LATEINOS,
and TEITAN, apparently as pred ously discovered solutlons;
this is recorded in V,30:2ff. Most vigorously does he pro=-
test against the false reading 616, especially opposing those
who on account of such a reading have embraced false irerpre=-
tations, V,30,1. The fact that Irenacus is a strong chlliast
1s important in understanding hls conception of the doctrine
of the Apocaiypse¢ After the conquest of the Antichrlst the
galnts will dwell in Jerusalem one thousand years with Christ
(the seventh week-day of thu world'!s existence). This idea

we find developed in V,30:4; 32:1; 35:1ff, As a purpose for

this intere-regnum it 1s advanced that it is a principality of
gncorruption, throuzh which kingdom those who are accounted
worthy will shortly pass to be with God. Cf. V,32:1 to V,35.
All prophecles of an earthly, future state of Wliss are
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applied and co=-related to this inter-regnum, Bousset tales
John the presbyter to be the author of the Revelation. And
this John 1s the John mentioned throughout the works of
irenaeus, And the words of the presbyter regarding the
frultfulness of the vine are brought to bear on this intere .
regnun (V,33:3). Tertullian too shares the chilastic position
of Irenaeus in his stand against Marcion (III:24):"'am et
confitemur in terra nobis regnum repromissum, sed ante coelum,
sed alio statu, uppote post resurrectiocnem, in milie annos

in civitate Givinl operis Hierusalem coelo delata."™ Then the
universal judgment will take place, and there will be a new
heaven and a nev earth., However, no world destruction occurs,

: - (A il /]
but only a trensformation (V,36:1 " U y¢po n U/Ta{[offll,
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In the world to come (etelﬁity) there will be divers hablta=
tions :1 In heaven; 2) in paredlse; and 3) in the new city
{(traditicn of the Fresbyter, V,36:1l.). Also the inditidual
incidental observations of Irenaeus have influenced later
comnentators, The four cherubim, already in Irenaeus, signify
the Tour evang@listsg -John the lion, Iuke the Ox, Natthew
the man, and liark the sagle. The intepretatlon is indeed
strange. Usually Hark is represented as the lion, and St.
John as the eagle. But Irenaeus! symbolism 1s based on the
order of succession of the beasts menticned in Ezekiel: man,
lion, oz, and eagle, which are combined correspondingly with

the order of the Gospels: Matthew, John, ILuke, and Markes
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Certainly Irenacus must have readlly discovered the inter-
pretation which follows the succession of the Gospels indil-
cated in II11,1:1, namely, Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, and
the succession of the beasts in III,¥1:8 ("for the living
creatures are gquadriform, and the Gospel is quadriform")7
As Irenaeus did, so Victorinus had done aceording to the
recently discovered early manuscript of his commentary.
Together with this symbglism the various attributes and
characteristics of Chrlst are treated {III, 11:1; 11:8).
The Nicolaitanes are traced back to the deacon Nicholas,
mentioned 1n Acts 6,5 (I,23)s Beckwith summarizes the
interpretation of Irenaeus neatly in the following words:
"The Beast, Antichrist, is a person springing out of the
tribe of Dan, in whom will be concentrated all world-power
and all apostasy and hostility to God's people. While in
the mind of Irenaeus the Roman empire embodles the world-
power hostile to God, and he sees 1ts dissolutlon predicted
among the events preceding the advent of Christ, he does
not ldentify Antichrist with any known Roman emperor. He
suggests LATEINOS among possible explanations of 666, the
number of Antichrist's name, but rjects 1t as he does all
other precise names, interpreting the mmber in a highly
artificial way as surming up Antichrist's essential charac=-
ter., The serles of plagues that precede the End he takes
literally of visitations similar to those sent upon Egypt.

75. fi,HQF-, Vol, I’ p..4-29.
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As a rule he understands the book realisticelly, yet in some
cases a purely symbollcal interpretation 1s given; for example,
the four living creatures about the throne of God symbolige
the functions of Christjthe lion his kingdhip, the calf his
priesthood, the man his humanity, thefagle his prophetic
offlcey the number four determines the number of the Gospelg.
Irenseus is closely followed by Tertullian."'©

Hippolytus, the pupil of Irenaeus, was bishop of
Portus Komanus (Ostia). The date of his deesth 1s 235 A.D.

There are four works of his to be considered in giving account

of his position regarding the Apocalypse. These are :1) The
s/

Anole 2
Mod £¢ t}( E(( Ty m,rlw'/ Y ohZ o /T;ﬂc 7uv
/
)%mﬁ‘dv KL [?pt Lav Arlt)(mcs”/m/. 2) Eis commentary on

Daniel in which several single passages are treated, notably
Reve 54,3) A lost commentary on the Apocalypse. Fragments of
It have perhaps been preserved in an Arablan comuentary, the
manuscrint of which i1s to be found in the Parils Library. 4)
A lost writing, of which fragments are extant, againqt the

cpponent of the Apocalypse Gaius (A KAKCL /(9(/‘ //cau )s

This lost treatise was a polemic refuting objectlons which

had been raised against John'ts Godpel and the Apocalypse.
Hdppolytus, in his exposition of the Apocalypse,

clings to se¥eral specific de#iails which Irenaeus held. For

example, the number of the bea#t he interprets in the same

vay. Abcove all he shows more clearly than dces Irenaeus the

76. Beckwith, op. cit., Introd. pp.320-321.
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Imprint and influence of the old traditicn concerning the
Antichrist., Twice he cltes an unknown prophet, plainly an
apocalynse, which Preats of the Antichrist, According to

this vradition Hippolytus refers to the two wlitnesses (Rev.
11) as Blias and Znoch. This interpretation from now on be-
comes standard., As Ghrigﬁhas ﬁ twofold Parousia, so also he

hes a twofeld forerunner. Hippolytus would have us kaow that
the firat half of chapter 13 of the Lpocalypse pointas to the
Homan Empire; but since ne follows the traditional exposition
about the Antlehrist, he consequently falls into the fantastiec
(the word is Bousset'!s) conclusion that the second beast of
fieve 15 must be the Antichrist elso, and the mortal wounds of
the flrst beast as the breaking up of the Rbman Emplire into
ten kingdoms. The restoration of these kingdoms means the
visible restoration of the order of Antichrists As in Irenaeus,
so also in Hippolytus we find from now on a prevelent combina-
tion of Den.7 and Rev,13 and 17 in the exposltion of the seven
heads and the ten horns (in the Arablc fragment no.l7 the ten
horns are simply adherenﬁs and representatives of the Anit=-
Christ, the ldentification with the Roman Empire being lack=-
ing). Iearding heavily on Dan.l11,41-43, and already here follow-
ing the regular tradition, Hippolytus knows that the three
Itings killed by the Antichrist are those of Libya, Bthiopia,
and Egypte Already in Rev. 12 the interpretation so prevalent
in later times is found: the woman is the Church which is

about to give birth to the Son of God. The second half of
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chapter 12 Hippolytus malzes to signify the fllight of the
bellevers from the Antichrist, who seeks to compel these
to worship him, The two eagle-wings of the woman are the
wings of faith (i.e. Tope and Love).

The time of Antichrist Hlippolytus reckons according
to Reve 17,10, "And there are seven kings: five are fallen,
and one ls, and the other 1s not yet come; and when he cometh,
he me teontinue a short space." The world will stand 6000
vears arter himj; 5 heads, or world eras are fallen, the sixth
comprises Daved,23, "And whereas the king saw a watcher and
an holy one comlng down from heaven, and saying, Hew the tree
down, and destroy 1t; yet leave thestump of the roota the reof
in the earth, even with a band of iron and brass, in the
tender grass of the field; and let it be wet with the dew
of heaven, and let hils ﬁortien be with the beasts of the fileld,
ti11ll seven times paas over himg"™ Since Christ's birth falls
in the year 5,500 after him, 500 years will elapse from that
time on until the coming of the Antlchrist. Thls computation,
the reader will readily see, ls not based on chponological,
but on allegorical consldorations, foliowing out of Hippolytus!
exegesis of Dan, 4,24 and 32t"Inis is the interpretation, 0
king, and this 1s the decree of thelost filgh, which is come
upon my Lord the ting.e.s.And they shall dilve thee from me,
and thy dwelling shall be. with the beasts of the field: they
shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and seven times shall
pass over thee, until thou know that the lost High ruleth in

the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whohsosver He will,"
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Hippolytus 1s a chiliast. This 1s easily seen from
his explanation of Dan. 4,25 in the following words:lg
/acA!aLroV T 5614 Kl Fikw ZX ufr\c\ouarnr
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1@/1, n x-e:(/ AL “HB placed the millennium in a ccm-

parativelJ late future, in the year 500, He takes the book
of Daniel as the norm for understanding the Revelation. The
first beast he identifies with the fourth beast of Daniel,
which he makes the Roman Empire. Une of the heads will be
wounded unto death in that the empire will be broken up by
the ten kings; 1t will then be healed 1n the restoration of
world-govereignty by Antlehrist. Antichrist, who was repre-
sented by Antlochus Epiphenes and who will come out of the
tribe of Dan, will reign 3% years, persecuting the Church,
and putting to death the Two Witnesses, the forerunners of
the Parousia (held to be Elijah and Enoch)¥....666's "true
meaning 1s a mystery only to be understood in the future.
The great harlot and Babylon are Rome. The woman with child
is the Church continually bearing through preaching the Word
of God, her flight into the wildermess is the flight of the
Church from the persecutions of Antichrist, the two wings of

the eagle given to her are faith in Christ who stretched out

his two arms on the cross."??!

#%. Beckwith, op. clt., Introd. pp. 520-321.
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As I stated before, Clement of Alexandria plays
little part in the history of the interpretation of the
Apocalypse. It 1s very questhonable that he éxpounded the
Revelation of St, John. Eusebius, in his History of the
Church (VI,14), assures us that Clement had expounded the

entire Scr-iptures in his Uc7ia7' U ’/7"4//5£¢ ( , even the
Antilegomena. But under the latter head, wh;;a he enumerates
them by name, he deos not mention the Apocalypse. In general
Clement follows the traditién of the Church, and quotes
Revelation as part of Holy Scripture (PAED.II,19: 7 ;
6__%11/0 s, i cy)and as the work of John the

Apostle (QUIS DIVES, 42:STROMATA,VI, 106-107). Iet this
suffice then for Clement and serve as an approach to the con=-
slderation of his more famous pupll, Origen.

So much has been written about Origen that 1t is
extremely difficult for the lnterested lay reader to get a
well-balanced view of the man as a Christian and as an ine-
terpreter of the Scriptures. Aside from a few biographical
references, I am concerned only with Origen as an exegete,
with particular emphasis on his position with regard to the
Apocalypse,

Origen was born c¢a,185 A.D, of Christlian parents
at Alexandria, BEgypt. His father suffered martyrdom in 202
A.D, and shortly thereafter Origen succeeded the great
Clement as head of the catechetical school in Alexandria.
Thirteen years later the persecution of Caracalla drove him

from his own country to Caesarea, where though still a layman



86,

he preached at church meetinga. Recalled to Alexandria, he
labored there for fifteen years further as teacher and author.
In the year 231 his ordination at Caesarea to the office of
presbyter drew down upon him the condemnation of the bishop
of Alexandria, and this promotion was instrumental in his
permanent withdrawaly from Egypt. At Caesarea he now formed
the new school of Christian training similar to that from
which he had been driven. At this time, as well as in the
earlier period of his 1life, he made various journeys to
different parts of the world. Mis death was undoubtedly
brought about by sufferings inflicted upon him in the per-
secution of Decius, and occurred at Tyre about the year 254.
Before proceeding let me acquéht the reader on the

matter of the extant and lost works of Origen, His Scholia

( ? NALE ( 4,5 G ¢ <[ ) are mostly lost; his homilies are,
for th; most part;jpreserved in the Latin translations of
Jerome and Rufinus, which, unhappily, cannot be trusted,
since the translators modified and tampered with them. They
£i11 thﬁge folios, though much 1s lost. Als commentaries

( "/’—0 AL O € ) extended over the whole 0ld Testament,
with th; exception of Ruth, Esther, and Eccleslastes; he
covered the New Testament wlth the exception of Mark, I and
II Corinthians, I and II Peter, I,II, and II John, James,
Jude, and the Apocalypse.

The very mention of thename Origex at once suggests
to the student of theology the allegorical system gf interpre=-
tation. Origen has become proverblal for allegory in Scripture.
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Just how did he appradch the Bible? He "shared many of the
views about Scripture which we have already noticed in writers
llke Philo, Barnabas, Justine, and Clement « Alexandria. He
belleved In the inspiration of theSeptuagint, and saw hidden
mysteries in its solecisms and errors. He appeals to the
apocryphal books as authoritative and inspired...he shows
clear traces of methods traditionally received both from
Palestinian Rabbin and the Alexandrian theosophists. He
admlts that the NW,T, 1s not written in the best Greek, but
says that this is unimportant, because the revelation con-
sists not in the words but in the things revealed. Yet, he
held 1n 1ts strongest form the theory of verbal inspiration,
Not one lota, he sald, of Scripture is empty; and it must not
be forgotten that hils Scripture included the Apocrypha...the
errors of the exegesls which Origen tended to establish for
more than & thousand years had theilr root in the assumption
that the Bible is throughout homogensous and in every par-
ticular supernaturally perfect....Literalism, he said, would
destroy the possibility of the Christian faith...Having started
with the assumption that every clause of the Bible was in=-
fallible, supernatural, and divinely dictated, and having
proved to hils own satisfaction that it could not be intended
in its literal sense, he proceeded to systematize his own
false concluslions. The Bible, he argued, is meant for the
salvation of manj but man, as Plato tells us, cunsists of

three parts = body, soul, and spirit. Scripture therefore
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must have a three-fold sense corresponding to this trichotomy,
It has a literal, a moral, and a mystic meaning analogous to

n78 Redepenning says that

the body, to the soul, to the spirit,
Origent's threefold sense is practically the fourfold sense of -
the Fathers, for his "spiritual” sense involves both allegory
and anagogue, though he does not practically make this division.
He uses the word §(v¢ Vi V/l of explanaticns which are

v

|
simply allegorles.’® Por a'first hand account of Origen's

cxegetlc views, the student willl find them scattered through-
out the third and fourth books of his De Principiis. Une more

word here and then we shall discuss his vlews on the Apoca-
lypose. Farrar states that "we can only come to the conclusion
that the foundations of his exegetic systme are bullt upon
the sand,"80

Origen, according to Bowmen, cltes the Apocalypse
60 fimes. Fe quotes it 16 times in his commentary on the
Gospel of St. John, 4 times in his polemic work Contra Celsum,

2 times iIn his De Principlis, one 1n Book XIV of his conmen=

tary on St. Matthew.Elsewhere he mentions the book and John
as the author; what I have enumerated gbove are direct quo-
tations; the rest are scattered references and allusions to

the Apocalypée.

The four citations in Contra Gelsum are as follows$

In Book VI, chapter 6 he quotes Reve 10,9:"And I went unto

78. F,W, Farrar, Histor¥ of Interpretation, pp. 187-197,
79+ Redepenning, op. clte., Vol.I, P. .

80, Farrar, op. clt., p.201.
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the angel, and sald unto him, Give me the 11lttle book. And

he seid unto me, Take 1t, and eat it upj end 1t shall make
thy belly bitter, but it shall be in thy mouth sweet as
honey." @uote:"E,ekiel received a rodl (Ezek. 2,9-10) written
within and without, 1n which were contained 'lamentations,?
and 'songs,'! and 'denunciation,! but at the command o the
Logoé, he swallowed the book, in order that its contents might
now be written, and so made known unto unworthy persons. John
1s also recorded to have seen and done a similar thing."™ In
the very same chapter Urigen quotes Rev. 10,4, "And when the
seven thunders had uttered their volces, I was about to write:
and I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Seal up those
things which the seven thunders uttered, and write them not,"
Quote:"And once more, Johmn, in teaching us the difference
between what ought to bs comeitted to writing and what not,
declares that he heard seven thunders instructing him on
coertain matters, and forbldding him to commit their words to
writing,"™l Thus writes urigen on the matter of withholding
prophecy from the unworthy unbellevers. In chapter 25 of Book
VI OUrigen writes against Celsus' claim that Christianity has
borrowed from the rellglon of lithras and the ancient mystery
cults. He says3"If one wished to obtain means for a préﬂ:under
contemplation of the entrance of souls into divine things, not

from the statements of that very insifnificant sect which he

quoted, but from the books, - partly those of the Jews,.which

8l. A.N,F., Vol. IV, pp.575.576.
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are read in their synagogue, end adopted by Christiaens, and
partly from those of Christlans alone « , let him peruse, at
the end of Ezeklel'!s prophecies, the visions beheld by the
vrophet (Ezekiel 48), 1n which gates of different kinds are
enumerated, which obscurely refer to the different modes in
which divine souls enter into a better world (epl ta kreittma):;
and let him peruse also, frgm the Apocalypse gf John, what is
rclated of the city of God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and of its
foundations end gates.”™ This passage bears on Origen's estoem
for the grand and glorious portrayal of the celestial Jerusdlem
in Revelation chapter 21. The fourth and last quotation from

Contra Celsum reads thus:"He (Celsus) does not perceive that

we regard the spirit of every good mean as an altar from which
arlses an incense which is truly and spiritually sweet smelle
ing, namely, the prayers asconding from a pure conscience,
Therefore 1t 1s saild by John in Revelation, 'The odours are

the prayers of seints.!"(Book VIII, 6h.17). This is a reference
to Rev. 5,8:"And when he had taken the book, the four beasts
end the four and twenty elders fell down before the Iaub,
having every one of them harps and golden vials full of odours,
which are the prayers of saints."2 Origen here showsf his
reverent attitude toward Christi.n prayer which he says denotes

a truly pure consclence.

The two quotations from De Principiis are as follows:

"And that you may understend that the omnipotence of Father

and Son i1s one and the same, and God and the Lord are one and

81. A.N.Fc’ VOl. w’ p.645.
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the same with the Father, listen to the manner in which John
speaks in the Apovcalypse:iThus saith the Lord God, which 1is,
and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty.'" (Bk. I,
ch.2, OW CHRIST, par.lO0). This is a citation of Rev. 1,8:

"I am Alpha and Umega, the beginning and the ending, saith

the Lord, which 1s, and which was, and which 1s to come, the
Almighty." And from Bk, IV, chs 1, par.25, "At the time(i.e,
of Christ's Second Coming) when He will more worthily transfer
all the saints from a temporal to an everlasting Gouspel, ac-
cording to the designation, employed by John in the Apocalypse,

83 This chapter one deals with

of 'an everlasting Gospel.'™
the thesls that the Scriptures are divinely inspired (or as
the Greek originai has it: On the Inspiration-of the Holy
Ghost, and how the same is to be read and understood, and
vhat is the reason of the uncertainty in 1t; and of the im-
posslbility or irrationality of certaln things in it, taken

according to the letter).
In the commentary on St. Matthew I was able to locate

only one quotation in the English, That is an &llusion to Rev.
21,2("And I john saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down
from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her
husband™): "Only this 1s our conception of the passage (Matt.
18,23ff.,, "Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto &
certain king which would take account of his servants. And

when he had begun to reckon, one was brought unto him, which

83« AQNOFQ’ Vol, IV, p.5'75.
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owed him %en thousand talents," ete.)3; that, as 'the Jerusalem
which is above! 1s 'the mother' of Paul and of those.like

unto him, so there may be a mother of others after the analogy
of Jerusalem, the mother, for exanple, of Syene in Egypt, or
3idon, or as many citles as are named in Scripﬁures, Then, as
Jorusalem is 'a bride adorned for her hushand,! Christ, so
there may be those mothers of certain powers who havs bsen
allotted to them as wives or brides.” (Cf. Gal.4,26). The
above citation is a good example of Origen's allegorical '

method applisd to the meaning of father, mother, and children

84

in Matt. 18,25.
It is in the lNatthew Commentary of Oprigen that the
author mentions hi$ﬁntention of expounding the Apocalypse
(IN 1ATT,.49, see the Lommatzsch edilt, iv,307). The Hatthew
commentary unfortunately is extant in the Tatin only. In
the Coumentary on John we find the most extended expositions
of passages from the Revelation, His Christology of the Logos
he developed on the basis of Rev. 19,10ff.(See Comm. on John,
Tomus II,4); on the so-called ascetlc passage (Reve 14,1f2.)
Origen has commented in detall, Samples of his Greek the reader
will find appended at the close of this treatise. Origen 1s
no longer, strictly speaking, & chiliast, but he yet thinks
about a spiritual coming of the Lord upon thebarth, in a def=-
inite period of history and at a new time on the earth, when
there will be the kingdom of progressive development, The
above sentence 1s Bousset'!s opinion, I am inclined to think o
that this 1s wishful thinking on his part, He 1s a radical :
and favors the developmentetheory of Christian doctrine,

84.‘- AL\QQITOFO’ v01. IX’ p-505.
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making of it a sort of unfolding, evolutionary process, cul=
minetling in the final consummetlon of the world, Farrar seems
to agree with Bousset whon he wriltes that Ofiéen "was perhaps

the Tfilrst propounder of a definite 'doctrine of development.'!as
On thils matter I refer the reader to Jrigent's 3th Homily on

Fsalm 36 and to De Principils Book IT, chap. 11 on Counter

Promlses (Repromlssionibus), Bousset further maintains that
Origen shows himself dependent on the old tradltion when
treating the doctrine of the Antlchrlst. The referonce here
is Contra Celsum Book VI, chap.45 and following. I will not
discuss this passage In the present writing because Origen
does not cite the Apocalyp=e once in this partlcular treat-
ment of hls conception of the Antichrist.

for the sake of completeness I will 1list all the
references Oprigen mokes in his exposition of the Gospel of
John to the Apocalypses In Tomus I there are nine: Rev. 7,
253 7,5=43 14,1-5; 14,6-7322,133 1,18; 1,17-18; 16,5-7;
19,11 (the list is consecutive and may easlly be followed
cn the margin of Brookel!s fine critical edition of the
Commentary of Origen on St. John's Gospel, Cambridge Univer-
sity Press, 1896)s Tomus I1 has only one quotation: Rev. 19,
11-16 on the dlscussion of the Logos as (ne. Tomus V has four
citations: Reve 10,4 on the ssven thundersi 3,7 (Cf. A.N.F.,
IX, P+348); Rev. 5,1=5 wlth reference tc the "root of Pavid
and the key of David;" Reve 10,9-10:"And John, too, when he

85. Farrar, cp. cit., p.193.
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speaks of hls eating the one roll, in which both front and
back were written on, means the whole Scripture, one book
which is, at first, most sweet when one begins, as it were
» to chew it, but bitter in the revelation of himself which
it makes to the consclence of each one who knows it," 86

In Tomus VI there is but one quotation, a reference to Rev.
5,6("And I behold, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and
of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a
Lamb, as it had been salin, having seven horns and seven
eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent forth into
all the earth."). Origen makesgheference to this in higp
discussion of Jesus as a Iamb in respect to His human nature.
He wrltes, after quoting Is. 53,7("11ike a gentle lamb led
to the slaughter"),"Hence, too, in the Apocalypse a lamb is
seen, standing as if slain. This‘slaiu lamb has been made,
according to certaln hidden reasons, a purification of the
whole world, for which, according to the Father's love to
man, He submitted to death, purchasing us back by His own
blood from him who had got us into his power, sold under
sin, And he wha led this Lamb to the slaughter was God in
man, the great High-Priests, as he shows by the words:'lio
man taketh Hy life away from Mg, but I lay it down of liyself,
I have power to lay it down, and i have power to take it
again.'"87 Finally, in Tomus IX Origen cites Rev. 5,12
("Him that overcomgth will I make a pillar in the temple

87. Ibid. 2 DPe 377
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of my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon
him the name of my God, and the name of the clty of my God,
which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from
my God: and I will write upon him my new name") in chapter
26, whlch is entitled, 'The Promises Addressed to Jerusalem
in the Prophets Refer to the Church, and are Still to be
Pulfilled.! After quoting. Is.54,15("Behold, proselytes shall
come to thee through Me, and shall flee to thee for refuge®),
Origen comuents as follows:"And if all that is to take place
with the captives, then 1t is plain that they must be asbout
thelr temple, and that they must go up there again to be
bullt up, having become the most precious of stones. For ws
find with John in his Apocalypse, the promise made to him
that overcomes, that he will be a pillar in the temple of
God, and will go no more out: All this I have sald with a view
to our obtaining a cursory view at least of the matters per-
taining to the temple, and the house of God, and the Church
and Jerusalem, which we cannot now take up systematically.
Those, however, who in their reading of the prophets, do
not shrink from the labor of seeking after their spiritual
meaning, must inquire into these matters with the greatest
particularity, and must take account of every possibility.
So far of 'the temple of His body.!"S®

A1l the early expositors I have discussed previocus
to the consideration of Origen have taken the Apocalypse
fairly literally. These exponents of the book understood its

88. A.N.F., Vol. IX, D406,
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message as one of comfort and encouragement in times of bitter -
persecution. This outlook wes retained as long as the Roman
empire was hostile to Christlanity and intent on its eradi-
cation. But over against this realiztic "Anschauung” of the
Bpocalypse came an entirely new interpretation of its nature
and purpose. And this new turn of thought was due to the
growing influence of Greek thought in the Church. Greek
thought was violently opposed to the literalistic methods
of the Jewish apocalyptlists, "and the passage of the cen=
turles without the appearance of the Lord to set up the long
looked=-for kingdom led to an effort to find a non-literal
meaning in the prophecies. Also the opposition to the
heresy of llontanism, which made great use of the Apocalypse
and gave extravagant form to its millennlal teaching, caused
it to be either mjected or differently interpreted. Thus a
spiritualizing or allegorizing exegesis arose, The leader in
this was Opigen, the vehement opponent of lillennarlanism...
he lays down the principle that the true meaning of prophecy
is to be found only by going beyond the literal and historical
sense to the spiritual; and he says specifically of the Apoca-
lypose that the mysteries hidden in it can be understood only
in this way. His whole interpretation of the book 1is therefore
spiritual rather than 1itern1; At a definite period the Lord
will come, not visibly, but in spirit, and establish his
perfected kingdom on earth., The time of His advent will
coincide with the coming culmination of evil in the peréon

of Antichrist, a future world-ruler, a child of Satan., The
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imagery of the visions 1s to be taken allegorically; for
example, the seven heads of the dragon are seven deadly sins,
the ten horns are serpent-lilke powers of sin which assail the
inner 1life, the rodl with seven seals 1s the Scripture, whose
meaning Christ alone can unseal; the warrior whose name is
the Word of God, issulng upon a white horse from the opened
heavens, is Christ, who opens heaven by giving the white

"8 g5 much for

light of truth to those who receive him.
Origen.

lMethodius (known also as Eubulius) was bishop of
both Olympus and Patara in Lycia, according to St. Jerome.
Later he served as bishop of Tyre in Phoenicia, and at the
end of the last of the great persecutions he suffered mare
tyrdom (ca. 312; Zahn gives 311). His translator, Clark,
syas of him:"Methodius is known chiefly as the antagonist
of Origen; although, as has been pointed out, he was influen=-
ced in no small degree by the method of Origen, as may bte
seen by his tendency to allegorical interpretations of Holy
Scristure., The only complete work of this writer which has

come down to us is his Bangquet of the Ten Virgins, a dialogue

of considerable power and grace, in praise of the virginal
life. Hls antagonism to Origen, however, comes out less in

this than in his works On the Resurrection and On Thinga

Created. The treatise On Free Willl is...0f doubtful author=

ship; his writings against Porphyry, with the exception of

89. Beckwith, op. clt., pP«.323.
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some slight fragments are loat, as are also his exegetical
writings, 90

There are nine ciltations of the Apocalypse Iin the
extant works of Methodius. For the sake of completeness I
shall include all of them here. In chapter V of hls symposium,
The Banquet of the Ten Virgins he treats of Christ setting

an exampls by His virginity according to His flesh, and of
the small number of virgins in proportion to the number of
saints. In this passage he quotes Reve l4,1=4; 14,4-5; and
7,9 consecutively. "What then did the Lord, who is the Truth
and the Tight, take in hand when He came down from heaven?
He preserved the flesh which He had taken upon Him incorrupt
In virginity, so that we also, if we would come to the like=
ness of God and Christ, should endeavor to honor virginiﬁ}l
For the likeness of God is the avoiding of corruption. And
that the Word when He was incarnate, became chlef Virgin,

In the same way as He was chief Shepherd and chief Prophet of

: /
the Church, the Christ-possessed John(_ e 7o ra{_or

50//\ niwros ) shows us, saying, in the Book of
Revelation, 'And frlooked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount
Sion, and with Him an hundred and forty and four thousand,
having His name and His Father's name written in their fore-
heads. And I heard a voice from heaven, as the voice of many
waters, and as the voice of g great thunder; and I heard the

voice of harpers harping with thelr harps: and they sung as

900 A.N.F‘, VO].- VI’ poao'?i-
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g 1t were a new song before the throne, and before the four

©

beasts, and the elders: and no man could learn that song but
the hundred and forty and four thousand, which were redeemed
from the earth. These are they which were not defiled with
women; for they are virgins. These are.they who follow the
Lamb whithersoever He goejths 'showing that the Lord is
leader of the cholr of virgins. And remark, in addition to
this, how very great in the sight of God is the dignity of
virginity:' These were redeemed from among men, being the
flrst-frults unto God and to the Lamb, And in their mouth

was found no guile: for they are without fault,! he says,
Yand they follow the Lamb whithersoever He goeth.' And he
clearly intends by this to teach us that the number of virgins
was, from the veginning, restricted to so many, namely, a
hundred and forty and four thousand while the multitude of
the other saints is innumeravle., For let us consider what he
means when discoursing of the rest. I beheld a great multl-
tude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds,
and people, and tongues.'(Rev. 7,9). It 1s plain, therefore
as I said, that in the case of the other saints he intro-
duces an unspeakeble multitude, while in the case of those
who are in a state of virginity he mentions only a very small
nunber, so as to make a strong contrast with those who make

up the lnnumerable number"'91

From Discow se TII of the same work, chapter 3 ('A

Comparisen between the First and Second Adam) I quote:™ind

91. A.I’I.F.’ VO].. VI' p.slsl



fivst, we must enqulre if Adam can be llkened to the Son of
God, when he was found in the transgression of the Fall, and
heard the sentence, 'Dust thou art, and to dust shall thou
return. '(Gen.3,19)+. For how shall he be consldered 'the first-
born of every creature'(Col.l,15), who, after the creation

of the earth and the {irmament, was formed out of clay? And
how shall he be admitted to be 'the tree of life' who was
cast out for highransgression, lest 'he should agaln stretch
forth his hand and eat of 1t, and live for efér?'“ga In
Discourse VI, chapter 5, treating of the reward of virginity,
llethodlus states: "I have become the torch-bearer of the.
unquenchable (unapproachable, cfe I Tim, 6,16) lights, and

I join with thelr company in the new song of the archangels,
showing fopth the new grace of the Church; for the Word says
that the company of virgins always follow the Lord, and have
fellowship with Him wherever He is, And this is what John
signifies in the comuemoration of the hundred and fourty-four'
thousand (Rev. 7,45 14,4)."9% In Discourse VIII, chapter 4,
which is an exhortation to the'cultivation of virginity,
Hetnodius writes:"John, in the course of the Apocalypse, says
'And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed
with the sun, and the moon under her feot, and upon her head
a crown of twelve stars: and she, being with child, dried,
travalling in birth, and pained to be delivered. And there

appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red

92. A.N.F., Vol. VI, p.317.
93.- Ibido, p.351a
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dragon, having seven hesds and ten horns, and seven crowns
upon his heads. And his tail drew the third part of the

stors of heaven, and dld cast them to the earth: and the
dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered,
for to devour her child as soon as it was born., And she
brought forth a man-child, who was to rule all nations with

a rod of iron: and hepbhild wes caught up unto God, and to
His throne. And the woman fled into the wlldernmess, where

she hath a place prepared of God, that they should feed there
a thousand two hundred and three score days'(Rev. 12,1=6).

S0 far we have given, in brief, the history of the woman and
the dragon, But to sesrch out and explain the solution of them
is bpyond my powers., Wevertheless, let me wventure, trusting
in Him who commanded t¢ search the Scriptures. If,then, you
agree with this, it will not be @ fficult to undertake 1i%;
for you will quite pardon me, if I am unable sufficiently to
explein the exact meaning of the Scripture." % The following
eight chapters of the same discourse sre Methodius! inter-
pretative views of this much-discussed passage. Permit me to
list here the summaries of these chapters. Chapter V: The
woman who brings forth, to whom the dragon is opposed, the
Church; her adorpmment and grace. Ch.VI: The works of the
Church, the bhringing forth of children in baptism the moon

in baptism, the full moon of Christ's Passion. Chapter VII:

the child of the woman in the Apocalypse not Christ, but

94, AoNoF.’ Vol. VI. p03360
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the faithful who are born in the laver. Chapter VIII: the |

falthful in baptism males, conflgured to Christ; the saints
themselves Christs, Chapter IX: The Son of God, who ever is,
is today begotten in the minds and sense of the faithful.
Chapter X: The dragen, the devil; the stars struck from heaven
by the tail of the dragon, heretlcs; the numbers of the Trinity,
that 1s, the persons murbered; errors concerning them, Chapter
XT: The woman with the male child in the wildernessfs the
Church; the wilderness belongs to virging and salnts; the
perfection of numbers and mysteries; the eguality and per-
fection of the nmmber six; the number sixz related to Christs
from this number too, the creatlion and harmony of the world
completed. Chaptor XII: Virgins szre celled to the Imitstion

of the Church in the wllderness overcomlng the dragon. Chapter

XIIT: The seven crowns of the beast to be taken away by
victorious chastity: the ten crowns of the dragon, the vices
opposed to the Decalogue; the opinion of Fate the greatest
evil.9% Prom Chapter TIT of the 9th Discourse I gquote the
last reference of Methodius In the work under consideration,
Spesking of the matter of how each one ought to prepare hin-
gelf for the future resurrection, he says:"Such frult (l.e.
of faith) it 1s necessary that ve bring when we come to the
judgment seat of Christ, on the firat day of the feast; for
if we are without 1t we shall not be able to feast with God,
nor to have part, according to John (Reve 20,6), in the first

95. A'N.F., v01. VI-’ ppOSSG-MOO
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resurrection. For the tree of lii'e is wiadom first begotten

of all."(Rov, 2,7). Finally, from Methodius' Discourse -on

tho Resurrection, I 1list two quotations, Rev. 20,13 and 1,5,

preserved to us by Photius, Part III, par. 9 has the follow-
ing:"Consider, he says, whether too the blessed John, when
he says, 'And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and
death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them,?
does not mean the parts which are glven up by the elements
for the reconstructions of each one? By the sea is mean the

=

/
moist element; by hell, the air, derived from A £Ecd £¢ ,
7,

because 1t is invisible, as was sald by Origen; and by

death, thebarth, because those who die are laild in it; whence
also 1t 1s called in the Psalms the 'dust of death,'! (Ps.22,
15), Christ saying that He is bruught ¢into the dust of death!
(375)+ Paragraph 13 has this:"How then could Christ bejfcele-
brated by prophets and apostles as 'the first begotten of the
dead'(Rev.l,5)." I should like to quote this entire paragraph
In order to illustrate lMethodius' opposition to Origen on

the matter of the state of the body after the resurrection:
"If then, 0 Origen, you maintain that the resurrection of the
body changed into a spiritual body 1s to be expected only in
appearance, and put forth the vision of Hoses and Ellas as a
most convincting proof of it; saying thet they appeared after
thelr departure from life, preserving no different appearance
from that which they had from the beglinning; in the same way
will be the resurrection of all men, But Noses and Elias

arose and appeared with this form of which you speak, before
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Christ suffered and rose. How then could Christ be celebrated
by prophets and apostles as 'the flrst-begotten of the dead?!
For if the Christ is believed to be the first begotten of .
the dead, He is the first begotten of the dead as having risen
before all others. But lioees appeared to the apostles before
Christ suffered, having this form in which you say the resure
rection is fulfilled. Hence, then, there 1s no resurrection
of the form without the flesh. For elther there is a resurrec-
tion of the form as you teach, and then Christ is no longer
'the first begotten of the dead,' from the fact that souls
appeared before him, having this form after death; or He is
truly the first begotten, and it is quite lmpossible that any
should have bsen thought meet for a resurrection before Him;
80 as not to die again. But i1f no one arose before Him, and
lloses and Elias agpeared to the apostles not having flesh,
but only its appearance, the resurrection in the flesh is
clearly menifested. For it 1s most absurd that the resur=-
rection should be seﬁ forth only in form, since the souls,
after thelr departure from the flesh, never appear to lay
aside the form which, he says, rises again. But if that re=
mains with them, so that it cannot be taken away, as with

the soul of lpgses and Elias; and neither perishes, as you
think, nor 1s destroyed, but 1s everywhere present with them;
then surely that form which never fell cannot be said to

rise again,"96

96, A.N.F., Vol. VI, PP«375.376.
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In conclusion of this study of idethodius let me
point out in what respects he influenced the later history
of Interpretation of Revelation. It is true indeed that he
follows an exciusively spiritualizing method, and in this
respect does not differd essentially from his predecessor
Origen. His exegesis of Reve. Ch. 12 that the woman signifies -
the Church bearing children into spiritual life is a dominant
factor in deciding the course of later exegetes. The rejectim -
of the woman's child as referring to the birth of Christ is
& sharp point of difference between him and Origey. His express

C
denial that the child 1s Christ reads thus: (¢ ﬂ/; KVlfn)
/
///,oc //o(.dulr/uzl /(/(C U!f\r\onw'f ﬁafflld@/f(a o
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£cj; [TV E 0 pA AT ¢ (LO u/g (VIII, Par.6 and 7).

The dragon, the devil, seeks to destroy the being of the re-
generate, but he does not succeed since the reborn soul is in

heaven (with the Spirit). The stars as false teachers are

c \ < 7/ V
* described as C S UG TN0D KL Jul Fscswlwno aseribe
to themsclves a knowledge of heavenly things and who have fallen

from the faithe. (VIII, 10). The seven heads of the dragon are

the seven deadly sins; the ten horns are the O(Vléyéfgfjf

of the Ten Commandments (VIII, 13)«
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In my opinion the cuntributlons of lMethodius to the
fileld of exegesis of the Apocalypse have been generally under-
estimated.

Since Arnobius made no comments on the Apocalypse,

I shall proceed directly to the consideration of the Donatist
exegete Tichonius. The Tichohlus commentary in its original
Greek form 1ls no longer extante. But it has been reconstructed
on the basis of the Latin versions of Beatus, Primasius, and
Augustine. His successor, Gennadius, said of him (V.111.18):
"Exposult et Apocalypsin ex integro, nihil in ea corporale,
sed totum intelligens spirttuale...mille guotue annorum regni
in terra justorum nost resurrectionem futuri suspicionem
tulit." Gennadlus, who himself wrote an exposition of Revela-
tion, gives us his estimation of Tichonius! Biblical learning
in the following description:"Ticchonius, natione Afer, in
divinis litterls eruditus, iuxta historiam sufficlenter et

in saecularibus non ignarus fuit et in eccleslasticls negotiis
studiosus," 97 4

In the work of Tichonius the interpretation of the
Apocalypse took an entirely new turn. If we study the grag=
ments (Rev. 2,18 to 4,1 and 7,16 to 12,6) preserved in the
manuscript SPICILEGIUM CASINENSE (Bk,IIT, L) under the head=-

ing Tyeconii Afri fragmenta Commentarii 1ln Apocalypsin ex

codice Taurinensi, together with what 1s preserved in Prima=-

sius, Augustine, Pseudo-Augustine, Beatus, and Bede, and

97. Zahn, ope. cite, P«108s
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compare them diligently, we are on the right track In getting
at the true, genuine Tichonlius. Beatus, Primasius, and Pseudo=-
Augustine are dependent upon the commentary of Victorinua.?8
If we subtract those elements 1n which the three wltnesses

and Victorinus are commqnly agreed, then the real Tichonius
appears in the remainder. I might note here that the three
witnesses have stripped Tichonius! commentary of its Donatis-
tic heresies. The exposltiions of Tichonius are so character-
istiec, forceful, and original, that they are recognized with
little difficulty.

The Comaentary of Tichonlus the Donatist was written
after a great persecution against the Donatists had taken
place, at a time when the rest of Christendom enjoyed a

eriod of comparative qulet. Since Tichonius reckons the
three and a half years of the two witnesses (that is, of the
Churchni Reve 11,3) as 350 years from the death of Christ for=
ward, and since he thought that the end of the world to be
very near, we place the date of composition for his commen=-
tary in the period before 380 A.D. Since Tichonius is a
Donatist, he finds prophesied in the Apocalypse throughout
the sufferings, fears, and hopes of his church, He sees in
the power of the Beast, which arrays 1tself agalnst thebrue
church, that which to the Donatists was the hostlle, worldly
kingdom and the secularized Roman Catholic Church with 1ts

false leaders, both bishops and priests. It seems also that

98, Victorinus, a Latin Father, d.303 A.D. a martyr, a
chiliast, and the first to use the Nero redivivus myth.
Tero is the beast end Antichrilst.
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Tichonius fuught against a factlon within his own Donatist
party. lle belonged to the strictest of the Donatists, cling-
ing fast to the unity of the Church in the sacraments.

While he generally recognizes the classification of
humanity into three groﬁps (1. pagans 2. the true church. 3.
the false curch) he mentions incidentally as a fourth group
also the schismatics, and thereby alludes to the events in
North Africa. The adherents of the Catholic Church are to
him altogether 'false brethren! and 'hypocrites.! But in no
way,- and here now the characteristic eschatoloty of Tichonius
is clearly seen,~ are all the members of the true church
vanished away out of that church of false bishops and prilests.
In Africa especilally 1s the true Church revealed by open con=-
tréveray between Carthage and the Roman See. But that the Word
of God has been preserved not only in Africa alone, that pro-
phecy which was made the church at Philadelphia proves, to
Tichonius! was of thinking, that a divine visitation shall
come upon the entire world. The time will come ln which the
pregching of the true Church in Africa will be heard and ac=-
cepted throught the whole earth. Then above all a new separ-
ation will occur. Whoever at that time is still separated from
the true Church will have no more time to turn back, for then
the true-church and the false church will be revealed on
earth, Then wlll the great persecutlion begin, namely the
period of 3% years of the sway of Antichrist,

The method of exposition which is uniformly applied

throughout by Tichonius is strictly spiritual. And the falthful
BRITZLAFF MEMORIAL LIBRARY
COING hi i A DR AINARY
1. LOuis, MO
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execution of this method by Tichonius is what has brought it
about that his comments on the ‘Apocalypse have had such a
colossal influence on the following interpreters of later
centuries. In spite of his spiritualizing method, énd, I
should say, without violating this exegetical norm, his
work evicnes an historical-realistic approach. Especlally
does Tichonius become polemical againsﬁ the interpretation
of the two witnesses as definite psrsonalities. The two
wltnesses are the Church, which preaches Christ through the
medium of the 0ld and New Testaments. The 33 years are the
380 years in which they bear their testimony. The resurrec-
tlon of the witnesses 1s the general resurrection of the
dead. The Beast is the Symbol of worldly might; the seven
hoads denote all the kings of the world; the ten horns ere
all the kingdoms of the world; the eighth head, which yet
belongs to the seven, or the head wounded unto death, is
the false, secularized priesthood which belongs rather to
the world, although 1t does not appear outwafdly to belong
to it, and which, instead of the glory of the crucified
Christ, makes known its own glory and that of Satan. The
number 666 of Rev. 13,18 Tichonius reads as 616 -, and he
interprets it in a rather hazy and cunventional way -calling
it the sign of the Antichrist (Cf. Zahn, Einleitung in das
HeTey II, p.628). This Antichrist is for him in many places
no longer a single individual but much more that diabollcal
power which had already at that time united forces against
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'against the true Churche. On the other hand, Tychonlus also
speaks of a particular person, who will be placed by the
devil as REX NOVISSIMUS at the head of the kingdom of Satan
which will battle ﬁith the true Church in the last times. -
Whether Tychonius has given this rex novissimus the title

of Antichrist or not is uncertain.

Especlally has Tychonius had a profound influence
on later exegesis in thls respect, that his Interpretation
of the Apocalypse had conclusivelyzbroken away from all
chiliastic leanings and all the realistic eschatology of
the Iatin Church, Hence his sadly underestimated historical
Inportance in shaping the trends of the later history of
Interpretation of the A pocalypse. In a clear and definite
manner is the idea of the millennial kingdom, the binding
of Satan by the angel (Rev. 20,1«8) which to Tichonius meant
the victory of the strong (ilatt. 12,29) by virtue of the
first appearance of Christ, the 1000-year reign of the saints,
which to him represented that period of the church's history
from the first coming of the Lord up to His second advent,
first given a new interpretation by this epoch-making Donaw
tists expositor., As Beckwith states, "His interpretation is
throughout spiritualistic; he explains nothing by the events
and circumstances of the age of the Apocalyptist...Jerusalem
is the symbol of the Church, as Babylon is the symbol of the
antichristian world. Ticonius is followed by Augustine In
his spiritualizing method, though the latter in the applica-
tion of the method avoids the hereslies of the Donatist. Both
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~ writers adopt the recapltulation theory.

1i0.
099 g theory,
namely, that the events do not all form a contlinuous seriles,
but some scenes recapltulate the events of other scenes, is
found applied (among the extaent commentariles] by Victorinus,
bishop of Petavium. This concentric plan of the Apocsalypse,
as Dr. Fuerbringer has so ably po;nted out in his lectures
on Reveletion, recognizes a difficulty in the formal make-up
of the book, and offers‘a solution used by many modern exegetes
in their exposition of St. John's glorious prophecy.

One concluding thought. Four of the seven fathers
dlscussed in the preceding pages were chillasts. The last
three represent the new apiritualizing method of the Alexan=
drine school. Strictly speaking, chillasm is a branch of
Eschatolgﬁ%. The prophecy of the IHillennium in Rev. 20 must
be taken'aiterally, if we are to call cérbain expositors
chiliaats, I have tried to show.that Justin Martyr, Irenaseus,
and Hippolytus fall directly Into this class, I have also
endeavored to show that this chillastic interpretation, be=-
ginning with Clement of Alexand¥;a, was displaced by the
spiritualizing methods of the Alexandrine schoole Tichonius,
adopting fhese methods, rejected the literal interpretation
of Reve 20 and treated the Millennium as the period between
the First and Second Advents of our Lord Jesus Christ. Jerome
and Augustine followed in the footsteps of Tichonius, and a
realistic eschatolzé& was ruled out of exlstence in the church

99, Beckwith, pp.324.320.

Ty L T 1T tamat



| L

111.

for a full 800 years. The Eschatological Method, including
Chlliasm, was revived by Joachim de Flore (ca. 1200 A.D.),
but the latter branch was again rejected for some centurles
and declared heretical by the Augsburg and Helvetic Confos-
slons. In Zngland, where these Confessions were without
authority, Chiliasm was reinstated by llede, Sir Isaac Newton,
and Whiston. This brief overview of the chiliastic and

splritualizing methods rust suffice for the prosent writing.

THE END
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APPEEDIX WO, I QUOTATIONW: FROM

THE LATIN RESCENSION

OF ORICEN "IN MATTHAEUM"
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Patrologia Graecia, Vol., 13. Origenis, Vol. 3. Series Veteris Inter-

pretationis Commantaribrum Origenis in latthaeum. Section 49-Paragrapgh 867.

"Adhue aubtem ad ea quae dicta sunt de cadentibus stellis, non sine ratione
ost assumere de Revelatione Joannis, de tertia parte stellarum tracta a
cauda dracenis in terram. Dicit enim ita: 'Et visum est aliud signum in
coelo; et ecce draco magnus rufus habens capita septem, et cornua decem,

et super capita sua cornua septem; et cauda eius traxit tertiam partem
gtellarum coeli, et misit eas in terram' (Reve 12:3,4). Omnia haec exponare
singillatinm de capitibus septem draconis, quae forsitan possunt referri ad
aliqua principes rerum nequitise, sive ad tanta ducentium ad mortem pecocata,
non est temporis huius: exponetur autem tempore suo in Revelatio Joamnis.
Sed et decem cornua dicere quoniam sunt regna serpentinae malitiae, et
habentis serpentis naturam, et semper pectore et ventre incedere per peccata,
nec modo exponere tempus est. Quid narratio praesens de septem diadematibus
quee draco videtur habere super septem capita sua? Utputa diademata per
singulos qui iunguntur suseipit aliquod caput dracenis. Has autem prineci-
pales expositiones atque probationes oportet fieri oum ipse liber propositus
fuerit nobis ad sxponendum: liunc autem hoo solum oportet de Revelatione illa
exponere, guoniam cauda draconis traxit tertiam partem stellarum coeli, et
migit eam in terrame Existimo enim quoniam qui debet audire: ‘'Post Dominum
Deum tuum ibis' et 'Venite pust me' (Matte 4:19), et ad haec quidem obstruit
aures suas peccatum autem sequitur, trahitur a cauda draconis vadens post
eum. Si autem contigerit eum qui sic vixit ut audiat: 'Vos estis lux mundi®

(Matt. 5:14), et aliquando splenduerint opera eius bona, hic aliquando con=
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stitutus stella, et in coelo habens oonveraizionnm, si avulsus fuerit a
dracone in terram, hic erit stella a cauda draconis tracta et misgsa in
terram. Sic stellae o ocauda dreconis trahuntur et mittuntur in terram.
Sunt autem aliae quorum pars aliqua obscuratur, et quod maius est quidem,
luminosum est, quas videtur ostendere de Revelatione sermo sic habens: 'E%
quartus engelus tuba cecinit, et percussa est tertia pars lunae, et tertia
pars stellarum, ut obscuraretur tertia pars eorum.'® Sunt quidam autem qui
nec cmnino servaverunt quod dictuﬁ est: 'Sic luceat lumen vestrum coram
hominibus® nec omino exstineti et obscurati sunt sed ex parte ( Delarue
Ed. ppe1673;1674).

The Ascension (Acts 1:9-11)

Et in Revelatione Joannes similiter dicit (Rev.l:7): 'Ecce veniet oum
nubibus, et videbit eum omnis oculus, et qui eum pupugerunt.' Intelligat
autem qul potest, utrum id ipsum est super nubes coeli venire eup, et cum
nubibus eum vénire; aut aliase quidem sunt nubes super quas veniet, aliae
autem cum quibus veniet? (Cfe.lse 19:l}.....Secundum enim ipsum Joannem
(Rev. 11:8), lbous *in quo Dominus eorum orucifixus est, vosatur spiritaliter
Sodoma et Aegyptus,' sive totus mundus, sive Judaea, Sodoma et Aegyptus
appellatur. Qui autem super nubem levem venit in Aegypbum, primum ascen=-
siopnem faciet in Judasam. Rationis est enim venientem eum iterum, illie
primum fieri Sodoma autem ubi Dominus eorum erucifixus est appe}latur, siout
et aliquando dictum est ad populum illum e% prinoipes Sodomorum, attendite

legem Dei, plebs Gomorrhae.' (Is.l:10).
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| APPENDIX NO. II. SAMPLE OF ORIGEN'S GREEK STYLE |

The 144,000 Sealed in the Apocalypse are Converts to Christ from the
Centile World

Translation

GV _.LG'P.‘,.')\ Gpet av'r‘ (_ These, then, who are sealed on their

frr‘ =iy é foreheads from every tribe of the chil=-
5 Mé""r‘"" Ao Tesv Pﬂ dren of Iasrael, are a hundred and

g« /( CAL l/é 7 oq .,(,,J,M,/ ,((7-,“- forty-four thousend in number; and
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their mouth was found no guile, for
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