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GHOSTICISM

AND ITS CONFLICT WITH CHRISTIANITY

1, INTRODUCTION

The uninitiated may well ask "Why study such a movement?

Very few people have ever heard of it, and it will never be of any
practical value to anyone.® In reply, it may be stated that first
of all, this is history. History is not dead. It was made by
hucan beings with feelings, passions, interests, activities and
lives essentially the same as ours today., If we consider our
lives and times interesting, thgn theirs were eqully so. Thus, to
the student, all phases of history live and breathe as did its
nakers.

Again, the study of such a movement as Gnosticism is doubly
important to- the student of theology. This is a phase of history
which greatly influenced the church in its infancy. It has left
marks upon the church which will never be erased. Moreover, a
study of this heresy is essential for the proper un_dersta.nding of
the New Testament. Again, the influence of Gnosticism, as will b e
pointed out later continued for many centuries. Such a deeply rooted,
powerful, paganistic tendency cannot be lightly passed by.

And finally, such a study will prove profitable even today,for

1ts modern counterparts are still in existence. Gnosticism shows us
how 1ittle the .pirit o the age can be trusted to meet the re-
ligious needs of the age. Gnost:l:oism was folly, but it was not the
work of fools, It represents the best work that some of the best

minds of that age could do in providing themselves with a religion
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When God's religion did not suit them. Our age is another
age of i'estlessness. of fanciful :peculation, of religion-
meking, 2 Again an enormous value is set on knowledge, on
education. Again men are looking for a religion that can meet
their iants, Yet the old religion which alone succeeded in
meeting men's needs in the second and third centuries will alone
meet any real needs in the twentiety century or in any other
century.
I
THE MOVEMENT ITSELF
A. IN GENERAL ‘
1, ITS ORIGIN AND RISE
The roots of the gnostic movement can be traced far back
into pre-Christian times., We find them in the speculative
Philosophy of the East which has always had a fascination for the
practical-minded West. Alexander the .Grea.t's conguests of the
Eastern empires brought the fictorious Greeks under the sway of
Oriental ideas, and these increasingly dominated European thought,

2.)
2. ZOROASTER AND THE ZENDAVESTA

One of these Oriental creed:; which had a great influence on
Ghosticism is Zoroastrianism, The doctrine of Zoroa:ter, the zreat
religious teacher of Persia, is found in the Zendavesta which is a
work of eight book; written at different periods, the earliest of

Which has been assigned to B.C. 1200-1000, It tells us that

1.) Modernism in the church today. \
i

2.) Cf., Foakes-Jackson - *The History of the Christian Church® F‘ (2“3 '5
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from Zarvena Akarana or Boundless Time, %o antaganistic
principles emanated, - Ormuzd (Ahuramazda), the eternal Word
of' the Father, and his younger brother Ahriman, Betwea.n these
a contest soon began by each principle putting forth emanations;
first Ormuzd after creatinglthe pure world by his Word put forth
the six Amshaspands, of which he himself was the seventh. The:e
were of both sexes and produced in turn the twenty-eight Izeds,
from whim came forth an indefinite number of Frarashis, or ideas.

Afterwards, Ahriman, who for his pride and jealousy of Ormuzd
had been condemned by the Supreuie Being to sojourn in darkness for
twelve hundred years, put forth three series of evil spirits or Devs
to oppose his rival, In the contest with Ahriman, the Word of Ormuzd
Wwas destroyed, but out of its scattered fragments Ormuzd mede man
and woman whom he placed in the world which he and the good spirits
hed created, Ahriman, hovever, seduced the woman by bribes and
filled with evil the whole material world. The Zendavesta predicts
that in the day: when evil seems triumphant, three prophets shall
arise, one of whom called Saoshyant, shall restore all things to
their original purity, It is impossible not to be struck by the
resemblance of iome of the teachings of the Zendavesta to those of
Gnos ticism, ‘

3. THE JEWISH KABBALISTIC LITERATURE

The influegce of the Zendavesta will be most clearly seen in

the Kabbalistic literature of the Hebrews, which in turn also

greatly influenced Gnosticism.
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The theosophy ¢f the Jews is found in the Kabbala. Tradition
assigns the compo:ition of the Kabbala to the angels at the time
of the fall of man; some ascribe it to Rabbi Akiba and Rabbi Simon
ben Jochai (A.D. 100-200); while in truth, it was compiled as late
2s A« Do 1300 by Moses da Leon. But though the Kabbala is a late
Work, the theories it propounds are ancient, many being earlier
than Christianity., It oclosely follows the language of the Zenda-
vesta,

The system of the Kabbala is as followss - God is Boundleag
Tine and is called En-Soph, | £!e can ::nly be described as non-
existent, but the ten Sephiroth emanate from him, Theie taken
together form the Adam Kadmon or -‘:Primal ldan, They are divided
into three triads; those on the‘right being malesin the center
copulative, and on the lef't female., United, they form the tenth
Sephirah which is called Kingdom., From the Sephiroth proceed the
four viorlds. The first is inhabited by immaterial beings. The
Second is ruled by Metatron, the highest being man may know. The
third is; inhabited by the angelic hosts, and the fourth by the
devils under Samael, Man has three soul: and is fashioned like
the Adam Kadmon., He was clothed in skin because of his trans-
gression, but he must eventually be redeemed from the bondage of

the {'lesh,

Jewish literature produced during the two centuries before
3.)
Christ, displays the following distinct tendencies:

3.) Qualben - "A History of the Christian Church” p. 71
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1l.) Stress on the absolute majesty and
scvereignty of God above the world.

2.) Mediary beings - Angels and Archangels,
and a special divine agent - between this
far distant God and mankind.

3.) Development of a remarkable Sophia or
Wisdom literature.

4.) A doctrine of two primary Powers or
Principles, good and evil,

5.) A special divine "dynami:" or agent, con-
ceived of in variou: ways, in Jewish-Baby-
lonian literature as Seth, Enoch, Melchizedek,
etc., in Palestine as the Metatron, in Alex-
andrie as tae Logos, and in Patristic literature
as the lloros, Stauros, Lytrotes, etc.

6.) Adoption of .everal extra-cancnical accounts of
the creation.

7.) Adoption, especially in Alexandria, of a
doctrine of Macrocosm and Miorocosm, that 1s,
that man is nothing but a small universe, and
the universe is nothing but a large man,

Compare these tendencies with the characteristics of Gnosticism

which are given later and see hov they coincide,
: The admonition in Ecclesiasticus 3, 21-22, i.st now considered
& wvarning against gnostic @peculations. Jochanan SQn Zakkal, the
gree.t contemporary of the apostle Paul, knew of a Mishnah that

warned agaihst gnostic speculations, and he himself was well verced
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in them. So these gnostic tendenoies must have existed long
before Cari.t was born.
. 4. THE ESSENES

The Essenesh.éave these Kabballstic theories a practical
form, ’S'c’nﬁe writers holg that they were: méx;ely scrupulous observe
er. of the Law who '-.~1th;;.rew from the world to practice asceticism
in seclusion, Other: counsider tsa t their rigid austerity,
especlally with regard to their prchibition of marriage, their
custon of turning to the Sun at their worship, and above all, their
nagical practices, and the oath ‘they imposed upon their neophytes
not to reveal the names of the angels, ar= proofs that they were
not orthodox Jews, hut mystiss who derived many of their tenets
from Oriental sources. In confirmation of the latter view, it may
be added that they did not offer sacrifices in the Temple., This
shrinking from taking animal 1ife is eminently characteristic of
Oriental philosophy. There were four grades or orders among them,
end the candidates had to pass through a rigid probation., Strangely
enough, they do not secem to be mentioned in the Talmud.

5. BUDDHISM

The doctrines of Buddhism were promulgated in Endie in the
sixth century B.C. by Gautama, It is a philosophy rather than a
religion, di:tinguished by the lofty morality, the sublime self-
Sacrifiice taught by its leaders, its rigid asceticism, its view .
that the highest end is the peace of Nirvana, or freedom from all
desire to exist, and its practical denial of the existence of a
Personal God. Though Buddhism has never established itself in
Europe, it made its influence felt in the Christian Church by means
4.} Our Lord is supposed by :one unbelieving critics to have been

an scene, Cf. Schweitzer "The “uest of the Tistoric Jesuz" oI, IV

R
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of Gnosticism., For tne affinity of Gnosticism, with the
pPanthelstic, docetic and ascetic elements of Buddhism is
quite plain,.
6, BLATO

The principles of Gnosticism are al:o to be found in the
Timasus of' Plato which i3 an excellent introduction to the
Subject. According to Plato there are two worlds. The one around
us, consisting of sensible objects, is but a shadow of the other,
which 1s the world of essential forms (ideas) which are immaterial,
The ideas belong to the real world and all visible objects are
partial revelations of unseen actualities, Thus what is material
1s but a type. The idea itself is the ultimate reality. The world
we see 1s the work of a Creator (or Demiurge) who fashioned the
things seen on the model of the unseen,

This Platonic speculation yielded the germs of the Gnostic
doctrine of aeons, the conceptions of matter,of the antithesis of
an ideal and a real world, of an ante-mundene fall of :ouls from
the ideal world, of the origin of sin from matter, and of the
needed redemption of the soul from the fetters of the body. We
find also in the Gnostics traces of the Pythagorean symbolical use

of numbers, the Stoic physic: and ethics and some Aristotelian

elements,

-T« ALEXANDRIA
Greek thought came into centact first with Egyptian and
later with Indian ideas at Alexandria., It was the great meeting
pPlece for Greek, Jew, Egyptian, Roman and Oriental, In this great

center of learning, cultural and religious elements from the various
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hations could be compared, conciliated and fused cna larger
Scale than anywhere else in the world.

It haec been maintaineds. )that Egypt was the ultimate source
of all Greek philosophy, and certainly the religion of that ancient
lend was fundamentally Gnostic in character, GOreek, Jewish and
Garistian beliefs experienced at Alexandrie the same treeatment as
the old Egyptian myths., The plain sense of Homer as well as that
of the 0ld and New Testaments was said to conceal a hidden meaning
of spiritual truths veiled in allegory. Unrestrained allegory is
ossentially gnostic in its conteﬁpt for realities, As to the
Ml exandrian the facts of Homer's narrative and of the history of
Abraham were equally unimportant compared with the truths they
were supposed to 1nouicate. 8o by the Gnostic of later times, the
clrcumstances of our Lord's life were disregarded, and their
symbolic meaning alone considered of importance. The reality of
God on earth began to vanish, and in its place a phantom Teacher
instructed menkind about the aeons and heavenly powerse

As an example of tiils we need only point to Philo, who was a
oontemporary of Christ, but wholly ignorant of him. He endeavored
to, bonbine  thajdewiishi roliplon by daln esart oalRexpa = tlcon Nor
rather imposition, with Platonic philosophy. And this system,
according es 1t might be proseo_ut_o'd und;rﬁxe Christian or the
heathen influence, would prepare the way either for the speculative

theology of the Alexandrian church fathers, or for the heretical

Gnosis,

5.) Fcakes-Jackson - "The History of the Christian Church® p. 126
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8. THE SYNCRETISTIC SPIRIT OF THE TILES

We heve briefly studied the roots of Gnosticism. RNow let
Us see how they were all brought together to form the heresy as 1t
eppeared in the second and third centuries,
F In order to understand the great Gnostic movement we must bear
?.n mind the syncretistic tendency of the age.s. )Scepticism had
ifmdermined and finally dissolved the traditional religious belief's
i:f the ancient world. The influence of Oriental relizioms elements
was strongly felit in Greek and Roman culture. Thesze pagan ideas
7ere eagerly absorbed, interpreted through, and harmonized with
philosophical 1deas.

Christianity appeared and was being diffused at a time when
!\en were Interested in what is now known a: Comparative Religian.
Writer: di:coursed on the nature of the zods and the origin of th
myth - concerning them, New religlons were ee:erly studied and

adopted and mystery religions were becoming widespread. lagic was

universally believed in,and a: the name implies, was traced to the

East. Even the reliziou: bellef: and practices in India were studied.
Those of Egypt were subjects of intense curiosity. The simple fact
that both Strabo and Pliny the Elder mention the Essenes is proof
that even an obscrue sect of the Jews did not escape nctice,

In conformity with the spirit of the a:e, the great ideas of
Christianity were el :o compared and harmonized with Hellenistic
and Jewish philosophy and Oriental theo:zophy. In Ebionism the
syncretistic tendency of the aze tried to force Chri:tianity into

the legalistic perticuvlari:n of Pharisaism, In Gnosticism, the

6.) Klot-che - "An Outline of the History of Doctrines®" p. 17

-
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Syncretistic tendency was to amalgamate Oriental theosophy and
jHellenistic Philosophy with Ciristianity in order to establi:zh
ga universal religion.
As many a Jew when he embraced the Christian religion wished

to introduce Judaism into Christianity, so many a heathen wished

to carry with him the ethnic ideas dear to him, and mingle them
with the Christian elements. Christianity was a pmactical, not a
Speculative religion. It held out the hope of a glorious future to
those who believed in Jesus as the Christ., But many who embraced,
or at least were interested in the new religion, brought their own
Prejudices and presuppositions to explain it.

[ Hence Gnosticism may be defined as an attitude of mind toward
gmany relizion:, The outward manifestation: of religion in ceremon-
..! ies and myths were but orude attempts to express the deeper feelings

4

v

iof men to.ard the unseen; and the e naturally varied with the spirit-
%ua.‘l condition of the individual. Thus in one sense Gnosticism was

v!.a phase which by the fourth century had passed away; in another it
éis So permanent among men that it may be said that it never oaﬁ be
i;tracad to any beginning, and its end can never be predicted. A
?great deal of the most modern manifestations of religion are only
the old Gnosticism in a new guise.

The great test to which primitive Christianity was exposed
from the outside world was not so much the danger of succumbing to
Persecution, as of losing itself in the popular philosophies of the
heathen and Jewih world. In the.oriticél period of the first half

of the second century the subject for investigation is how the
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Christian religion excaped being one of the many forgotten creeds

of the Early Roman Bupire, and emerged in a definite and permanent

form,

7.)
Kurtz in his Church History has given us a fine evaluation

of the syncretistic spirit that prevailed at the time:

"A persistent conviction that the ancient world had
| exhausted its;elf and was no longer able to resist
*1ts threatened overthrow now prevailed and drove
i the deepest thinkers to adopt the boldest and grandest
Syncretism the world ha; ever beheld, in the blending
.of all the previously isolated and heterogeneous
‘elements of culture as a final attempt at rejuvenating
-of that which had become old. ~ Even within the borders
:of the church, this Syncretism, favored by the pre-
.vailing :pirit of the age, influenced those of superior
‘culture to whom the church doctrine of the age did not
'seem to make enough of theosophical principles and
{8peculative thought while the wor inip of the church
 Seemed dry and barren, Out of the fusing of cosmo-
{logical myths of Oriental and Greek paganism with
i Christian historical elements in the crucible of its
1 own speculation, there arose numerous systems of a
;higher fanta ti. ort of religiou: philésophy, which
‘were included under the common name of Gnosticism.
:The pagan element is on the whole the orewvailing one,
{ inasmuch a., in most Gnostic systems, Christianity is
:not represented a; the conclusion and completion of
: the development of salvation given in the Old
: Testament, but often merely as the continuation and climax
:of the pagzan reli:ion of nature and the pagan mystery
iWorship. The attitude of this heretical gnosis toward
{holy Soripture was variou;. By means of allegorical
iinterpretation ;ome endeavored to prove their system
ifrom it; others preferred to depreciate the apostles
as fal:ifler; of the original purely gno;tic dootrine
of Christ, or to remodel the apostolic writings in
ﬁaccordance vith their own views, or even to produce a
'Bible of their own after the principles of their own
ischools. With them, however, for the most part, the
itradition of ancient wisdom as the communicated seoret
fdoctrino stood hi:her than holy Soripture."®

T+) P.99 1Ibid.
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2. THE THEOLOGY OF GNOSTICISM IN GENERAL

9. MATTER IS EVIL

Gnosticism addressed itself to the :ame problems which lay
at the foundation of all Oriental religions, the relation of
finite man to the infinite God, How can an imperfect world proceed
from a perfect God? What is the relation of spirit to matter? How
did evil enter the world? lhat is evil? :

The answer wa not supplied by the Greek philosozhers, who had
not allowed themselves to perple x their mind; with the problem
usually preferring to dwell on the less gloomy side of life., Far
otherwise was it with Oriental :, to whom the existence of evil was
e question of all-absorbing interest, Indian: and Persians had
meditated thereon and hed decided by universal agreement that
overything which was material, or that could be preceived by the
natural senses of man, partook of the nature of evil,.

Gnosticism sought to present the solution. There are, it
&aught, two worlds in sharp contrast with one another, the worlds
of the good and of the evil, the worlds of light and of darknmess,
the spiritual world and the material world which is evil, Thus
it returned to the dualism of Zoroaster.

If the material of which this world comsists i1: essentilally
evil, it 1s evident that it cannot be the creation or' the ;upreme
Gode It 1: al o obvious that the union between God and the world
cannot possibly be a direct one, but must be through the medium

of agencies the lowest of which approaches most nearly to material

existence,
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Hence, stress was laid on a tranicendental, nameless,
unknowable, not-being God corresponding to the "Great
Unknown" of modern times. Mediary beings - the Pleroma - were
believed to furnish intercourse between this far-distant God and
mankind. There was great respect for the Great Mother, called
Sophia, or Wisdom. In the Christian period Sophia was usually
ldentified with the Holy Spirit. The two primary and e:ual
Powers, Good and Evil, are co-eternal; hence, the n?.rked
dualism in all gnostic systems. A special divine agent was to
be the Redeemer of the world. S.everal extra~-canonical accounts
of the Creation were advossted. God himself did not directly
oreate the world. From him proceeded a series of emanations or
8eons on a descending :cale. The lowest of these emanations
was called the Demiurgus or Creator. He was identified wi;th the
God of the Jews, the Jehovah of the 0ld Testament. Hence, the-
Father of Jesus Christ, the God of the Christians, was vastly
inferior to the Supreme God; and the apostles of Christ would
accordingly be vastly inferior to the apostles of this Supreme
Being. The Gnostics would stamp the 0ld Testament revelation

from Jehovah as far inferior to the true "Gnosis®" or revelation

of the Supreme Being. 8.)
GNOSTIC CONCEPTION OF THE UNIVERSE

The number of Supreme

intermediary beings ,
vary from 3 - 365
in different /

Gnostic systems Pleroma: a mediary

Being
\ -/ Our b Governed by Demiurge-
Present ) mmemece==-== (Creator-Jehovah: an
World inferior aeon
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The 1dea of emanations can best be expressed a: follows:

Supreme Being y WAL Demiurge
T e = C
( \ 42030 =50 =30 530 =30 =30 4> O
N Pleroma

10. ANGELS TO BE WORSHIPPED
The worship of angels is a natural conseguence of
the foregoing. Man cannot understand ome who is separated from
lis world by so vast a gulf as the perfect God. !fe can only
approacn Him throuzh a multitude of beings which form part of a

vast chain of emanation: uniting the infinite to the finite.

11. THE REDEEMER ARD HIS INCARNATION
When a part of the spiritual world had fallen and had been

: incorporated into material substance the mediary beings, or

inferior gods, held a council to determine how these spiritual
elements could be rédeemed, or brought back to the world of

light. The gods decided that each should contribute the be:t he
had and ;o they created a new god, the Redeemer. His "humiliation"
consisted in his leaving the world of light to come down to our
world, in order that he might gather the spirits incarnated or

bound up in matter.

But if we acknowledge that matter is inherently evil, we
cannot ddmit the dooctrine of the Incarnation. Christ, the

highest emanation from the Father, cannot have =oiled himself by

8.) Qualben - Ibid,. Pe 72
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taking a material body. That "the word became 'lesh, and
dwelt emong us" 9.)ha.d to be explained away., This wa; done in
one of several ways,
1, Christ had a phantom body. He was not truly born,
and hence He did not :uff'er on the Cross.
2. Jesus was an ordinary human being upon whom the
divine Christ came in baptism, and lef't him before
the Crucifixion.

3« A distinction was made betwesn a higher, heavenly

Christ, and a lower, earthly Christ,.

12, GNOSTIC REDEMPTION

Since the material or the naturzl is evil, it is to be
fought azainst. The spiritual must be freed from the world of
matter. Indeed, the truly spiritual are already freed from and
above it, Accordingly, Christianity with its great idea of redemp-
tion is to the Gnostics the world-renewing principle, but it \is not
redemption from sin and guilt, but deliverance of the ipiritual
from tihe material; it is not soteric, but cosmic principle; and
in spite of the fact that the Gnostic: sought to elevate Christianity
to the position of the universal religion, they robbed Chri.:tianity
of its fundamental and essential elements '

Sin is conceived of a; residing in matter or the body, and
not as the Christians believed, in the heart or in the moral nature
of man, The Pall was identified with the incorporation of material

substance in the wilverse, and the fall of man simply consisted in

9.) John 1, 14
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the incarnation of pirits in material bodies, where these
‘plrits were held as in a pri:.on house. The resurrection of the
body is emphatically denied. It merely consists in liberating
the :pirit from the material,

Salvation comes through knowledge (gnosis) imparted by the
Redeemer. A higher knowledge than i: possessed by ordinary men is
necessary for liberation. This, they claimed, was recognized as
& truth by the Christian teachers, especially St. Paul who in
I. Corintdans 2, 14 speaks of the impossibility of the ng.tural
men understanding spiritual thiﬁgs. But while the Christian
Sought thi: spiritual perception from God, through Christ's work,
the Gnostics a: a rule believed it to be the exclusive posse:sion
of those higher natur-: who were born capable of enjoying the
benefit of more perfect instruction. The "gnosis" in the eyes of
the latter, was the posse sion of a favored few, who alone were
capable of emancipation from the re training infl uences of
naterizl existence.

Christ's office as the Redeemer was not to atone f'or the sins
of the world, but to bring knowledze to the world, e:pecially Cnosis
to the pneumatics. This Gnosis aids the pneumatic to find his way
to the upper world at death and also leads to moral purification
and a perfect 1life on this world,

13, GNOSTIC VISW OF THE BODY
Matter being evil, the body must be evil, and consequently

the duty of the true Gnostic was to :how himself hostile to it., Two

courses lay open to him:
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1. Either to conquer its desires by ascetic
practices,
2+ Or to adopt the alternative of showing that
he con-idered the body to be so contemptible that
he saw no harm in degrading it by indulgence in every
species of sin. Simon Magus claimed that the elect
could sin with impunity, since gold when plunged into
mire, loses not its beauty. 29
14, MICROCOSM AND MACROCOSM
The doctrine of microcosm and macrocosm has, by socme recent
investigator:, been con:idered the essential key to a study of
Gnosticism. As man consists of body, soul, and spirit, :o the
universe must have a correiponding divi ion. Ou.r. visible world,
linited by the sky, corre pond. to the human body. The region of
the star. and the Holy Seven planets, corresponds to the human
soul, The third heaven, where God and the Sophia dwell, corresponds
to the human mind, This same doctrine divided mankind into three
groups.
1, The "hylics®, or men of earth, who are not cap_a_ble
of being saved. This division corresponds to our
world,
2. The "psychics®, or men of heaven, who might or might
not be saved. This corresponds to the Hebdomad, the
region of the Seven Planets,

3. The "pneumatics®, or men of God, who alone were sure

10.) Compare the Christian view of the body as *the temple of the

Holy cpirit, I Corinthians 6, 19; Romans 12, l.
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of salvation. This corresponds; to the Ogdoad,

where God dwells,
11.) : ‘
Klotsche in his book "An Outline of the History of Docotrines”

glves this summary of the characteri:tic doctrine of Gnosticism:

"l. From the :upreme God, the absolute and infinite
being, the "ineffable (ne", is to be distinguished
the Creator of the World, the Demiurge.

2. Prom the Supreme God must likewise be distinguished
the 0Old Testament God, for the creator of the world
is the God of the Jews,

3« Matter 1s eternal; it did not emenate from God, dbut
the two stand dualistically opposed to each other.

4. The present world came into existence by a process
of emanation or evolution. Fallen divinities, or
spirits, sank down into the world of matter, or
evil, which previocusly insensible, was animated into
life and activity.

5. Matter is identified with evil,

6. There is a natural and gradual unfolding of the
divine potency, or emanation from the divine being.
The products of emanation are called aeons, which
are thought to be the media of oreation, development,
and redemption o' the world.

7. The lowest and weakest of these aeons, the Demiurge
is the Creator of the world.

8. One of the highest aeons appears as the Redeemer in
whom the celestial aeon and the human perscn are
clearly to be distinguished.

9. His mission was the deliverance of the captive
spiritual elements from matter by the imparting of
knowledge. (Gnosis)

10. The means of this deliverance are mystical rites,
Gnosis and ascetisism,

11.) Ibid. p. 21-22, Essentially the same as Seeberg -
*Lehrbuch der Dogmen ke chichte.®
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1l. Mankind 1. divided into three different classes
and so fitted for different destiniesy the
caurch 1is the congregation of the pneumatics or
ipiritual men who are capable of Gnosis; the
psychical are capable only of pistis (faith) and
will thererlore obtain a lower degree of eternal
blis:, while the hylic or carnal ‘are left in
hopeless subjection to the powers of Satan.

12, The Christian Eschatology as a whole is rejected.
There is no room for the resurrection of Christ,
nor the resurrection of the dead. The only thing
to be expected from the future is the complete

deliverance of the s;pirit from matter and its
final return into the pleroma,®

15. THE FORM OF GNOSTICISM

Gnosticisn is not abstract speculation, but ﬁystic
religion ba‘ed on revelation, If it were merely an unintelligibe
tissue of puerile ab urdities and impious bla-phemies, a: itfis
grotes ;uely portrayed by older ﬁistorians. it would not have
fascinated so many vigorous intellects and produced such a %ong-
continued agitation in the ancient church, It is an attempt to
solve same of the deepest metaphysical and theological problems,
Yot in their daring attempt to explain the mysteries of an upper
world, they disdained the trammels of reason, and resorted to
direct spiritual intuition. Hence, they speculate not so much
in a logical and dialectic mode, as in an imaginative and semi-
Poetic way, and they clothe their ideas not in the clear and
Sober language of reflection, but in the meny-colored, fantastic,
mythological dress of type, symbol and allegory. This monstrous

nonsense and the most absurd conceits are chaotically mingled up

with profound thoughts and poetic intuitions.
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All Gnostic sects boasted of a mystic revelation and
a deeply veiled wisdom, in no way accessible to the
uninitiated. Thi; secret and mysterioud knowledge was not to
be proved and propagated by scientific demomstration. It was
to be obtained only through initiation into the mysteries and
believed by the initiated and anxiously guarded as a secret.
Hence, great importance was attached to holy rites, and sacred
formulas, nume; and :ymbols. They had a number of Secoraments,
such as baptism, by water, by Sbirit and by fire; anointment by
oil; a supper; a sacracent of the bridal chamber, etc.

Castin; a;ide altogether the Old Testament, the Gnostic
schools supported their doctrines by arbitrary and allegorical
interpretation of the apostolic writing: end by unwritten tradi-
tions of apostolic teaching and aposryphal goupelstz.)ﬂnosis
promised to raise its adherents far above the faith of ordinary
Christian. and aid them in obtaining a higher degree of mortality.

With all this, Gnosticism perverted Caristianity, basing it
on ancient Oriental theosophy. In the zecond century Gnosticism
became the gravest of all dangers to Christianity. Substituting
heathen speculation it claimed to be the universal re .igion.

It promised spiritual renewal without true repentance through

outward asceticism. It allured many by the charm of mystern

connected with its doctrines,

22,) ®"Such apocryphal dootrines arose in great numbers in the
second century. Epiphanius, in his Twenty-Sixta Heresy, counts
the apocrypha of the Gnostics by thou ands, and Iremaeus found
among the Valentinians alone a countless multitude of such
writings®, Schaff, "History of the Chri .tian Caurch".

Vol. 1T, 2. 451
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16. THRCE SIGHIFICANT GNOSTIC TREND: EVIDERT TODAY

In the first.place, the Gnostic sects stood for the
general principle of' Ratéonalism as against the principle of
Traditionalism. The modern mind has a prejudice in favor of
Rationalism, as if it must be ration;l, and aginst Traditional-
lsm a: if that must mean the acceptance of everything that has
ever been told as a tradition. A distinction more nearly
accurate would be that Rationalism 1s a method of feancy, and
Traditionalism, a method of exact historical science. The
historical method appeals to an unbroken chain of testiiiony as
to what Jesus Christ actually gave to Hi: di ciple: and regards
that as infallibly true. The Rationalist asks whether this or
that statement of religion sati:fies the injuirer's mind. If
not, it is not to be acoepted. Thus has Gnosticism in every
age brushed aside that which antagonizes rea:on.

In the next place, the Gnostic had an exaggerated idea of
the value of knowledge. He held,as many do in the:e days,
that education was salvation. All sin was delusion., Even the
host of evil spirits were represented as enslaved by error
rather than willfully choosing evil #hen good ias before them.
As in the:e day;, so in those, the conse;juences of ;uch a
theory were bad. Sin does not appear sinful when it 1s stated
that a better knowledge will do away with it,

Another common feature of the Gnostic sect: was the habit

of regarding matter a. evil, "The spirit 1s good,* says the
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Gnostic, "but the flesh is bad.® Man 1s dragged down by the
inmprisomment of nis spirit in the body. Deliver him from that
bondage and he will .oon be perfected. That Gnostie.tendency
reappear; today in what is called "Christian Seience®, which
teaches that matter 1s a mere delusion fustened upon the 7spirite

by *mortal mind". Again, this teaching crops out in the denial of

the Resurrection of the body.

B. VARIOUS GNOSTIC SCHOOLS

WWe have studied the Gnostic movement in general, but we
will not zain a complete picture of this heresy unless we
study it in all its various phaszes and ramifications, for each
leeder represents a slightly different tendency.la.)

17. SIMON MAGUS

Simon Magus is a historical character known to us from the
eighth chaper of Acts. He was probably a native of Githon in
Samaeria as Justin Martyr reports, but he mey nevertheless be
identical with the contemporaneous Jewish magician of the same
name, whom Josephus mentions as a mative o Cyprus and as a friend
of Procurator Felix.

Simon represented himseli’ as a sort of emanation of the
deity, ("The power of God which is Great®') made a great noise
among the half-pagan, half-Jewish Samaritans by his sorceries,

was baptized by Phillip about the year 40, but terribly rebuked

13.) We hall foliov the enumeration of >chaff, Vol. II, p. 461 £f,
*Church Hi:ctoryl.
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by Peter for hypocri-y and ebuse of holy things to sordid
ends, He thus afford- the fir:t instance in church history of
& confused syncretism in union with magical arts; and -ofar as
this goes, the Church Father: are right in calling him the
patriarch or the magister and progenitor (Ire.na.eus) of all
heretic;, and of the Gnostics in particular. Be:ide: him, two
other contemporaneou: Samaritan:, Dositheus and Menander bore
the reputetion of heresiarchs. Samaria wa: a fertile soil of
relizious syncretism even before Christ, and the natural
birth-place of that syncretistio heresy - Gnosticism,

The wandering 1ife and teac..ing of Simon were fabulously
garnished in the second and third centuries by Catholics and
heretics., Simon the Magiclan is contrasted a; the apo:tle of

Falsehood with Simon Peter, the Apostle of Truth. He follows

him as darkness follow the light, from city to city, in company

with Helena (who had beech a prostitute at Tyre, but was now
elevated to the dignity of his first aoon);' he 1s refuted by
Peter in public disputations at Caesarea, Antioch and Rome.

At last he is ignominiously defeated by Peter after a mock=

re  urrection and mock-ascension before the Bnperor Nero. BHe
ends with suicide, while Peter gains the Crown of Martyrdom.

The Gnosticism which Irenaeus, Hippolytus a.nd other

fathers ascribe to this Simon 1s crude, and belongs to the
earlier phase of this heresy, It was embodied in a work called

"The Great Announcemnent" or "Proclamation® of which Hippolytus

)

~
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glves an analysis, According to Simon the origin of all is
fire, and this Unbegotten Fire, produced the Boundless Power
Wwho 1. potentially but not actually in six roots or aeons.
A female aeon, he being the Great Power, had long beem imprisoned
in the form of women of surpassing beauty, like Helen of Troy,
and now dwelt in Helen of Tyre, who traveled as his companion,
having been "redeemed" bty Simon when a pro:titus. Hippolytus
says that Simon claimed to have been orucified,in appearance
only, as the Son in Judaee; had been manifested a: the Father
in Semaria; and as the lloly Spirit elsewhere. Here we have the
Gnostic conception of the syzygy, or marriege of male and female
aeons,.

The sact of the Simonians, which continued into the third
century, took its name, if not its rise, from Simon ¥agus, and
Wworshipped him as a redeeming genius., It chose the most infamous

characters off the 0ld Testament for it: heroe- and was immoral in

it: principles and practices.

18, THE NICOLAITANS
The Ricolaitan: are mentioned a; a licentious sect in the
Apocalypse. (2, 6.15) They oclaimed as their founder Nicolas, a
Proselyte of Antioch and one of the seven deacons of the congrega-
tion of Jerusalem.(Acts 6,5) He is supposed to have apostatized
from the true faith, and taught the dangerous principle that the
flesh must be abused,that is, at least as understood by his

diiciples, that one must make the whole round of sensuality to

became its perfect master.
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But the views of the fathers are conflicting, Irenaeus

(who is followed by Hippolytus) gives a very unfavorable account.

He says "They lead lives of unrestrained indulgence. The

character of these men 1s very plainly pointed out in the Apocalypse
of John, where they are represented as teaching that it is a matter
of indifference to practice adultery, and to eat things sacrificed
to idols,

However, Clement of Alexandria says that Nicola: was a faith-
ful husband and brought up his children in purity, but that his
disciples misunderstood hi saying, "that we must fight against
the flesh and abuse it",

19. CERINTHUS

Cerinthus appeared towards the close of the first century in
Asie Minor, and came in conflict with the aged apostle John who is
S8upposed by Irenaeus to have opposed his Gnostic ideas in the Gospel
and Epistles, The story that John left a public bath wien he saw
Cerinthus, the enemy of the truth, fearing that the bath might
fall in, and the similar story of Polycarp meeting Marcion and
calling him "the first-born of Satan®, reveal the intense abhorrence
with which the orthodox churchmen of those days looked upon heresy.

Cerinthus was(m. )tm Egyptian either by birth or conversion,
itudied in the -.chool of Philo in Alexandria, was one of the false
apostles who oppo:ed Paul and demanded circumcision (Galatians 2,4;
2 Corinthians 11, 13), claimed to have received angelic revela-

tions, traveled through Pale;tine and Galatia and once came to

Ephesus, The time of his death is unknown,

14.) According to the uncertain traditions collected by Epiphanius,
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His views, as far as they can be ascertained from confused
accounts, a:sizn him a position between Judaism and Gnosticism
Proper, He rejected all the Gospels except a mutilated lh.ttl.new.
taught the validity of the Mosaic law and the millennial kingdom,
He was thus strongly Judai:-tic and may be counted among the
Ebionites; but in true Gnostic style he di:tinguished the world-
maeker from God, and repre sented‘the former as a subordinate power,
as an intermediate, though not exactly hostile being. In his
Christology he separates the earthly man Jesus, who was a son of
Joseph and Mary, from the heaveniy Christ, who descended upon the
man Jesus in the form of a dove at the Baptism in the Jordan,
imparted to him the genuine knowledge of God and the power of miracles,
but forsook him in the Passion to rejoin him only at the coming of |
the Messianic kingdom of glory. The millenium has its center in
Jerusalem and will be followed by the restoration of all things.
The Alogi, an obscure anti-trinitarian and anti-chiliastic

sect of the second century, regarded Cerinthus as the author of the

Apocalypse of John and also of the fourth Gospel becau:e of the

chiliasm supposedly taught in them,
Simon Magu:, the Nicolaitan: .- and Cerinthus belong to the

second half of the first century, We now proceed to the more
developed system; of Gnosticism which belong to the first half of

the second century, and which continued to flourish till the

middle of the third.
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20. BASI;.;'DES
IN ALEXANDRIA « A.D.125

‘Basilide - produced the first well-developed system of
Gno:is, but it .a; too metaphy:ical and intricate to be popular.
He claimed to be a di:ciple of the apostle Matthias and of en
Interpreter of St. Peter, named Glaucias, He taught in Alex-
andria during the reign of Hadrian (117-138 A.D.). His early
youth fell in the second generation oi‘.- Christians, and this gives
his quotations from the writings of the N.T. considerable
apologetic value. He wrote "twenty-four books on the Gospelr,
This work was probably a commentary on the canonical Gospels,

His dootrine is very peculiar, especially according to the
extended and original desoription of it in the 'Philosopliumena.'.
of Hippolytus, in which he deviates in many respects from the
statements of' many of the other Church Fathers, bu-tl which
neverthele :s must be regarded as correct, since he probably
derived his information from the work: of Basilides himself., The
system is ba ed ozi"“l_:he Egyptian astronomy and the Pythagorean
numerical syzhponsm.“'h'lt betrays also the influence of Aristotle,
but Platonism, the emanation theory, and dualism do not appear.

Basilides is monotheistic rather than dualistic in his
1ggil‘hllax'.y idea, and thus differs from the other Gnostics, though
}(la.tor aocounts make him a dualist, He starts from the most ab-

stract notion of the absolute, to which he denies even existence,.

The ineffable and unnamable God, not only super-existent, but non-

existent, first forms bty his cpeative word the world-seed, that

is chaos, from which the world develops itself according to

BEREEE it i ir C
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arithmetical relations.

In the world-seed Basilides distinguished three kinds of
son-ship or three races of children of God, a pneumatic, a p:ychic,
and a hylic. The fir;t son-ship liberate; it:elf immediately from
the world-seed and rises to Qod and remain. in the Pleroma. The
Ssecond .on-ship, with the help of the Holy Spirit, who bears it
up as the wing bears the bird, strives to follow the first but
can only attain to the 1limit oif the firmament. The third son-ship
remains {ixed in the world-seed and is in need of purification and
redemption, |

Next Basilides makes two archons or world-rulers issue from
the world-seed. The first or great archon creates the upper
heaven, the Ogdoad, as it is called. The second is the maker and
ruler of the lower planetary heaven below the moon, the Hebdomad,

Each of the two archons, however, according to a higher
ordinance, begets a ;an, who tower: far above his father, commmni-
cates %0 him the knowledge receivéd from the Holy Spirit concerning
the upper spiriteworld and the plan of redemption, and leads him
to repentance. With this begins the process of the redemption or
return of the 1ghing children of God, that is the pneumatics, to

the super-mundane God. This is effected by Christianity, and ends

with the consummation or apokatastasis of all things. Basilides

held a three-fold Christ, the son of the first archon, the :ond
of the seocond archon, and the son of Marye
In his moral teaching Basilides inoculcated a moderate

asceticism, from which, however, his school soon departed. !{e used

a5 the basi; of his teaching some of Paul's Epistles and the canoni-

5
5
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cal Qospels. Hi son Isidore was hi- chief disciple. The
Basilidians,especially in the we;t, seem to have been dualistic
and docetic in theory, and. dissolute in practice. The whole 1ife
of Christ was to them a mere sham, A spurious Basilidian sect

maintained it:elf in Egypt ti111 the end of the fourth century.

21. VALERTINUS
Il ROME - 140 A, D.

Valentinuelj. )is the author of the most profaund and
luxuriant, as well as 1':he most influential and best known,of the
Gnostic systems. Irenaeus directed hi; work especially against
Valentinus., He founded a large school and spread his doctrines
in the West, He claimed to be a student of Theudasy a pupil of
St. Paul. He al.o pretended to have received revelations frcm
the Logo: in a vi:ion. He wa: probably of Egyptian Jewish
descent and Alexandrian education. Tertullian report:, perhaps

from hi; ovn conjecture, that he broke wita the orthodox church

from disappointed ambition, not being made a bishop, He came to

s R LR | asrt——

Rome about 137 and stayed till 154, At that time Rome was the

center of the church and the gathering place of all sects. He was
thus one of the first Gnostics who taught in Rome about the same
time with Cerdo and Marcian. h.ough he made considerable impression
witan his genius and eloguence, the church was too orthodox and he
Was excommunicated.

He went to Cyprus where he died about 160. His system describes

in three acts the creation, the fall and the redemption. He derived

15.) Cf. 3chaff *Church Jistory® Vol II ».472
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his material from hi; own fertile imagination, from Oriental and
Greels speculation and from Christian ideas.

Valentinu:; starts from the eternal primal Being which he
calls "Abyss", It is the fa;thomleaa depth in which the thinking
mind is lost, the ultimate boundary beyond which it cannot pass.
The Bythos or Abyss continues for immeasurable ages in silent
contemplation of his own boundless grandeur, glory, and beauty.
Thi: »Silence" or *Solitude" is his Spouse.(Syzygy)

Af'ter this eternal silence, God enters upon a process of
evolution or emanation, From the abyss emanate thirty aeons in fif-
teen pairs, in three generations, £he fir:t called the Ogdoad, the
Second the Decad, the third the Dodecad. The aeons constitute
Together the Plerona, They all partake in sub.tance of the life
of the aby-s, but their fora i: conditioned by the Heros, the
liniting power of God.

The process of the fall and redemption takes place {irst in
the ideal world of the Plerana, and i; then repeated in the lower
world. In thi: process, the lower Wisdom or Sophia plays an
important part. She is the mundane soul, a female ason, the
weakest and most remote member of the series of aeons (the twenty-
eighty of thirty). Feeling her lonliness and estrangement from the
great Father she wishes to unite herself immediately, without regard
to the intervening links, with him who is the originating principle
of the universe. 3he jumps, as 1t were, by & single bound into

the depth of the eternal Father, and brings forth of herielf alone
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en abortion. By this sinful passion she introduced confusion
and disturbance into the Pleroma. She wanders about outside

1t and suffers with fear, anxiety and despair beanuse of her
abortion. This is the fall,

But Sophia yearns after redemption. The aeons sympathize
with her suffering; and a pirations and the eternal Pather himself
Ccomaands the projection of the la:t pailr of aeon:, Christ and the
Holy Spirit, to restore order in the Pleroma. They comfort and cheer
Sophia and separate the abortion from the Pleroma, At last the
thirty aeons together project in honor of the Father the aec;n Soter
or Jesus, and send him forth beyond the Pleroma as a Spouse for
Sophia, and as a rectifier of her sufferings. Sophia is then
purged of all passions and brought back into the ideal world.

We have again three redeeming beingsi

1. The heavenly Christ who with the Holy Spirit forms
the last pair of aeons. He also announces the plan
of redemption to the other aeons.

2., The Soter, produced by all the aeon: to unite with
Sophia.

3. The Jewish Messiah, seat by the Demiurge and
crucified by the Jew:. He is united with the Soter
and lead:; the pneumatics to perfleotion,

22, THE SCHOOL OF VALENTINUS
Of all the forms of Gnostici:m, that of Valentinus was the

most popular and influential. He had a large number of followers

but his school i; divided chiefly into two branches, an Italian and

an Oriental,
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A. ITALIAN SCHOQL

1,

2.

3.

Heracleon f'louri hed ‘-omewhere in Italy, between
170-180, He is the earlie;t known commentator on

the Gospel of John. Although he acknowledges it

as canonical, he reads hi; ovn system into it. He
finds in John the favorite Valentinian ideas of
logos, life, light, love, conflict with darkmess,

and dysteries in all the numbers. Yet he deprives
the facts of historical realness, e.g. - The woman of
Samaria represents the redemption of Sophia.

Ptolemy 1s the author of the Epistle to Flora, a
wealthy Christian lady, whom he tried to convert to
the Valentinian s;ystem. He deals chiefly with the
objection that the Creation of the world and the 0l1d
Te;tament could not proceed from the highest Gode
Marcos taught in the second half of the second
century probably in Asia Minor and -Gaul, He blended
numerical symbolism with the ideas of his master, and
introduced a ritual abounding in ceremonies, His

followers were called Marsosians,

B. ORIENTAL SCHOOL

1.

2e .

Axionicos is mentioned by Hippolytus but not known
othervise,

Bardesanes was a distinguished Syrian scholar and poet
who l:lve‘d at the court of the prince of Blessa at the
close of the second and in the early part of the third
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century. Hardly a Gnostic. He was at first
orthodox but became' corrupted by contact with the
Valentinians., Eusebius says on the contrary that he
was in later 1ife an orthodox scholar who wrote
against the heresy of Marcian, His writings show no
trade of the Gnostic mythology and dualism usually

ascribed to him,.

16.)
3. Harmonius, son of Bardesanes, or Bardesanes himsslf,

is the father of Syrian hymnology. He or his father
composed a book of one hundred and fifty hymns (after
the Psalter), which were used on festivals, till they
were -uperceded by the orthodom hymns of St. Ephraem

Tuncs
the Syrian, who retained the :ame meters and Iimes.

Only vaguely gnostic,

23. MARCION
Marcion was the most earnest, the most pract cal, and the

most dangerou; among the Gnostics, full of emergy and zeal for re-
forming, but restless, rough and eccentric, He has a remote connec-
tion with modern questions of biblical oriticism and the canon, He
could see only superficial differences in the Bible, not its deeper
harmony., However, he rejected the heathen mythology of the othcr
Gnostics, and adhered to Christianity as the anly true religion.

He represents an extreme anti-Jewish tendency, and a magical supra=

naturalism which nullifies all hi:tory and turns the Gospel into an

16.) Cf Sonaff *Church History® Vel. II p.482
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abrupt, unuatural agspearances

Marcion ma. tue son of a biihop of Simope in Poatus who
gave hi; aroperty to the churéh. but was; excommunicated by his
own father, probably on account of his heretical opinions and
contempt of authority. He came t: Rome in 140 A.D. and joined the
Syrian Gnostic Cerdo, who gave him some speculative foundation for
his practicel dualism, He is said to have intended to apply at last
for restoration to the comunion of the Catholic church, when he'
died. He wrote a rescension of the Gospel of Luke and the Pauline
epistles. Justin Martyr rezarded him as the most formidable heretic
of his day and Polycarp called him "the first-born of Satan®,

Marcion supposed two or three primal forces: the good God,
whomn Christ fir;t made known; evil matter, ruled b: the devil;
and the righteous world-maker who is the finite imperfect, angry
Jehovah of the Jews. He rejected the pazan emanation theory, the
secret tradition, and the allegorical interprefation of the Gnostiocs.
In his systen he has no Pleroma, no aeons, no syzygles, no suffering
Sophia,

He rejected all the boocks of the Old Testament, In his view,
Cari-tianity has no connection whatever with the past, but has fallen
abru tly and ma;igally. as it were, from ..eaven. Christ, too, was
not born at all, but suddenly descended into the city of Capernaum
in the fifteentn yecar of the reign of Tiberius, and appeared a:
the revealed of the good God. His body was a mere appearance, and
ﬁis death an 1llusion, though they had a real meaning. He cast &he
Demiurge into Hades, secured the redemption of the soul, (not the

body), and called apostle Paul to preach ite
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Marcion formed a canon of hi- o4n, which consisted of
¢cleven books, an abridged and mutilated Gospel of Luke and ten of
Paul's epistles. Notwithstanding his viclent antinomianism,
Karcion taugnt and practiced the strictest ascetic self-discipline,
which revolted not only from all pagan festivities, but even fram
marriage flesh and wine. In worship he excluded wine from the
eucharist, but retained the sacramental bread, water=baptism,
anointing with oil, and the mixture of milk and honey given to
the newly baptized. !

The Marcionite sect spread in Italy, Egypt, North Africa,
Syprus and Syrie. His followers included; Prepo, Lucanus and
Appeles., Constantine forbade the Marcionites freedom of wor:hip
but they existed in the fifth century, and the Trullan Council
of 692 thought it worth while to make provi:ion for the reconcilia-

tion of the Marcionite. Remain; of them are found as late as the

tenth century.

24. THE OPHITES
The origin of the Ophite:, or in Hebrew, Naasenes, 1.e.,
Serpent-Brethren or Serpeat Worshippers, is unknown and is placed
by some before the time of Christ. In any case, their system is
of purely heathen stamp. The sect i3 connected with Syro-Chaldaic

mythology and still existed as late as the 6th century,for in

536 Justinian passed laws against it.

=
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Their name cames from their ascribing special import to the
sorpent as the type of gnosis, with reference to the history of
the fall (Gane 3, 1), the magio rod of Moses, (Exe 4, 2+3), and
the healing power of the bremem serpent in the wilderness (lume
21, 9« Compare John 3, 14), That mysterious awe-inspiring rep-
tile whioch looké like the embodiment of a thunderbolt, or like
a fallen angel, tortuously creeping in the dust is in the Bible
the Devil, the father of lies, who caused the ruin of nan; but
in these false religions it is the symbol of divine wisdam and
an object of adoration.

The serpent far from being the seducer of the race was its
first sohoolmaster and civilizer by teaching it the difference
between good and evile So the Ophites, regarded the fall of Adam
as the transition from the state of unconocious bondage to the
state of congcious judgment and freedome They identified the
serpent with the Logos, or the mediator between the Father and
the latter, bringing dovm the powers of the upper world to the
lower world, and leading the return fram the lower to the higher.

With this view is connected their violent opposition to the
0ld Testement Jaldabaoth (Product of chaos), as they termed the
God of the Jews and the creetor of the world, was, asccording to
them, a malicious misenthropic being, In other respects their
dootrine strangly resembles the Valentinian system, except that
it is much more pantheistic, unchristian, immoral, and far less
developed,

The Ophites branched out into three sects:
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l.) The Sethites congidered the third son of Adan the
first pneumatic man and the forerunner of Christ.
2e) The Peratae (Transcendenmtalists) are described by
Hippolytus as allegorizing astrologers and as mystic
tritheists, . who taught three God, three Logoi, three
Minds, three Mem. Christ has a three-fold nature,
body, and power.
3es) The Cainites boasted of the descent {ram Cain and
mnde him their leader., They regarded the God of the
Jevws as a positively evil being, wham to resist
is virtue. Hecnoce they turmed the history of sal-
vation upside down and honored all the infamous
charaoters of the Old and New Testaments fram Cain
to Judas as spiritual men and martyrs to the truth.
Judas Iscariot alone emong the apostles had the
sceret of true knowledge, and betrayed the psichic
Hessiah with good intent to destroy the em.ire of
the evil God of the Jewse
No wonder that such blasphemous travesty of the Bible history,
and such predilection for the serpent and his seed was connected
with the most unbridled antinomianism, which changed vice into
Virtue. They thought it a necessary part of "perfect kmowledge"
to have a camplete experience of all sins, including even un-

nameble vices,

Some have identified the Ophites with the false teachers de=-

nounced in the Epistle of Jude (verses 8 and 11)s The resemblance

is very striking and those heretios may have been the forerunners
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of the Ophites of the scoond centurye

25¢ SATURNINUS

Contemporary with Basilides under Hadrian was Saturninus in
Antioche He was like him a pupil of Menander. His system is
distinguighed for its bold dualism between God and Saten, the two
entipodes of the universe, and for its ascetic severity. God
is the unfathomable Abyss, absolutely unknown. Fram him emanates
by dcgrees the sPirif-world of light, with angeia, archangels,
povers, and dominions, On the lowest degree are the seven plane=
tary spirits with the Demiurge or God of the Jews at the head,
Satan, as the rulcr of the hyle, is eternally opposed to the rcalm
of lighte The soven spirits invede the realnm of Satan, and form
out of a part of the hyle tho material world with man, who is
filled by the highest God with a spark of light. Satan createcs
in opposition a hylie r:ce of nen aﬁd incessantly pursues the
Spirituael race 'ith his demons and false prophets. Finally, the
good God sends the aeon Nous in an unreal body as Soter on carth,
who teaches the spiritual men by gnosis and strict abstinence from
marriage and carnal food to emancipate themselves fram the voxa-
tions of Satan, and also fram the daminion of the Jewish God and
his star-spiritis, and to rise to the rcalm of light.

26¢ CARPOCRATES
Carpoorates also lived under Hadrian, probably at Alexandria
and founded a Gnostic seot, called by his ovan nesme, which put

Christ on a level with heathen phil>sophers, prided itself on
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its elovation above all other popular religions and sank into
unbridled irmmoralitye The world is oreated by angels greatly
inferior to the unbegotten Father, Jesus was the son of Joseph,
and just like other men, except that his soul was steadfast and
Puree He possessed a power from the Father that by means of it
he might escape fram the creators of the worlde He.then ascended
again to the Father. Ve may rise to an equality with Jesus by
despising in like memnmer the creators of the worlde

The Carpoorntian§71;1)-aotioed an magical arts, incantations,
and lov?;faotions. end had recourse to familiar spirits, drean-
sending demons, and other abaminations, declaring that they possess
power to rule over the princes and framers of this worlde But
they led a licentious life, and abused the name of clmri:st as a
means of hiding their wiokednesse. They were the f:lrst' known sect
thet used pictures of Christe

Epiphanes, a son of Carpocrates, who died at the age of
scventeen, was the founder of "mo#adic" Gnostieiam, which in
Op;:ostion to Dualism seems to have denied the independent exist-
ence of evil, and resolved it into a fiotion of human laws. He

was worshipped by his adherents after his death as a god, by
sacrifices, libations, banquets, and singing of hymnse

27 TATIAN AND THE ENCRATITES
Tatian, a rhetorician of Syria was converted to Catholio
Christianity by Justin Martyr at Rome, but aftervards strayed
into Gnosticism, and died Ae De 172, He resembles Marcion in his
anti-Jewish turn and dismal austerity. Falsely interprcting 1 Cor. 7,

17.} Accordins 4o Irenoens and Tinnolytus
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S he declarcd marriege to be a kind of licentiousness and a
service of the devile He invented certain invisible aeans simi-
lar to those of Valontinus. His Gospel Harmony (recently redover-
ed) which was written between 153 - 170 shows no clear traces of
Gnosticism unless it be the amission of the gencalogies of Jesuse
His followers who kept the system alive till the fifth cen-
“ur;’, were called, fram their sscetic life, Encratites, or Abstainers,
and fron their use of water in the Lord's Supper, Aquarians. They
abstained from flesh, wine, and marriage, not temporarily for
purposes of devotion nor for the sake of expediency or setting
a good example, but peimorently end fram prineciple, on aooqunb of
the supposed intrinsic impurity of the things renounced.
The prectice of uging mere water for wine in the Eucharist

vas condamed by Clement of Aloxandria, Cyprian, end Chrysostam,

and forbidden by Theodosius in an ediot of 382 A certain class
of modern Abstainers in America have resorted to the seme hereti-

TUTE
cal uractice and aubs‘:ll:-'%;e water or milk for wines

28¢ JUSTIN THE GNOSTIC

Hippolytus acquaints us with a Gnostic by the name of Justin
of uncertain date and origine He propagated his doctrine seccretly,
and bound his diseiples to silence by solemn oaths. He wrote a
number of books, one called Baruch from which Hippolytus gives
an extract. His gnosis is mostly based cn a mysticel interpreta-
tion of Gencsis, and has a somewhat Judaizing trend. ﬁippolytus
indec¢ classes him with the Naassenes, but Justin took an oppo-
site vicw of the serpent as the cause of all evil in historye.

He assumcs threec original principles, two male and one famalCe
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The first is the Good Being; the second, Elohim, the Father
of creatinn; the third is called “den and Israel, and has a double
form, a waman above the m ddle, and a snake below. Elohim falls
in love with Eden, end fram their intercourse springs the gpirit-
world of tv-en;by angels, ten paternal and ten maternal, and these

people the worlde

29¢ HERMOGENES

Hormogenes +as a painter in Carthage at the end of the second
and the beginning of the third century. Tertullien describcs
hin as a turbulent, loquacious, and impudont man, who "married
rore vamen then he paiittods" He is but remotely ocommected with
Guosticiasm by his Platonic dualism and denial of the creation out
of nothing. He derived the world, including the soul of man fram
the formless, eternal matter, and explained the ugly in the natural
world, as well as the evil in the spiritual, by the resistance
of matter to the formative influence of God. He taught that
Cirist on his ascension left his body in the sun and then ascend-
ed to the Father, Otherwise he was orthodox and did not wish to

Scoerate fram the Churche

30« OTHER GNOSTIC SECTS

l,) The Docetists taught that the body of Christ was not
reel flesh and blood, but merely a dcoeptive, transient
phantam, and consequently he did not really suffer and
die and rise againe Docetism was a characteristic l
feature of the first antichristian errorists wham John
had in view (1 Johm 4, 23 2 John 7).

2e) Tho name Antitactes denctes the licentious antinamian

Gnostice
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Je) The Prodicians considered themselves the royal fanily
end in crazy sclf-conceit thought themselves above the
law, the Sabbath, and cevery form of worship, even above
prayer itself,

Almost every form of irmorality and lawlessness seams to
have been practiced under the sanction of religion by the baser
Schools of Gnostiocism. Hence we need not be surprized at the
wecampranising opposition of the ansient ¥athers to this radical

gorruption and perversion of Christianitye

3le MANI AND THE MANICHAEANS

Ve come now to the latest, the best organized, the most
congistent, tenacious, and dangerous form of Gnostioism, with
which Christianity had to wage a 1.ng oonflict. Manichaeism
vas not only a school like the older forms of Gmnostiocism but a
rival relggion and a rival churche In this respect it resembled
Islam which at a ;‘ter period became a still more flormidablc rival
of Chréjtienity. Both claimed to be divine revelations, both
grafted Christien elements on a heathen stock, but the starting
point was radically different, Manichaeism was enti-Jewish end
duplistic. Moharmedenism was pseudo-Jewish and fan tically mono=
theistic,

The origin of Manichaeism is confused and abscurees It is traced
to Ma.ni,' a Persian philosopher, astronamer and painter who lived
215 - 277 A.D. He imtroduced same Christian elements into the
Zoroastrian relgion and thus stirred up an mtellmtml.m moral
revolution among his countrymen. He belonged originally to the
Judaizing Gnostic sect of the Elkesaites, but in his nineteenth
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and again in his twenty-fourth year, a new religion was divinely
rovealed to hime In his thirtieth ye:r he began to preach his
syneretistic oreeds He proclaired himself to be the last and
; highest prophet of God and the Paraclete pramised by Christ. He
camposed many books in the Persian and Syrias languages and in
an alphobet of his own invetion, but they are all lost,

At first Mani found favor at the court of the Persian
king, Shepur I, but stirred up the hatred of the priestly olass
of Magians., He fled to East India and China and beceme acquainted
with Buddhisme Indeed the name of Buddha is interwoven with the
legendary history of the Manichacan systeme

In the yesr 270 Mani returned to Persia and won meny followers
by his symbolic illustrations of the doctrines, which he pretend-
ed had been reveeled to him by Gode But in a .disputa‘bim with
the Magians, ho was convicted of corrupting the old religion and
therefore was crucified or flayed alive agbout the year 277,

Soon after his deeth his sec’ spread in Turkistan, MNesopo-
tamia, North Africa, Sicily, Itely, and Spdin. As it moved weste-
ward it asgumed a more Christian character esgpecially in North
4ifricaes Though persecutéd, it flourished till the sixth century

and evcn latere The mysteriousness of its doctrine, its campact

orgenization, the apparent solution of the problem of evil, and
the show of ascetic holiness were the ohief points of attroctione
Even such a profound end noble spirit as Ste Augustine was for
nine years an auditor of the sect before he vms converted tO the
Catholic Churche

The violent and persistent persecutions of the emperors and

———4
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Popes finally destroyed their organization. But their system
extended its influence throughout the Lidddle Ages down to the
thirteenth century, reappearing with a larger infusion of Christ-
lan elements in the Prisoillisnists, Pauliocians, Bogamiles, Albi-
genges, Catharists, and other sectse

Manichacism is a campound of dualistie, pantheistic, Gnosties,
and ascetic elements, oambined with a fantastic philosophy of
nature, which gives the whole system a matcrialistic character
notwithstanding its ascotic, abhorrence of matter. The foundatiaon
is radical dualism between good and evil, 1light and darkmess,
derived from the Persian Zoroastrianisme The praninent ethical
feature is a rigid asceitioism which strongl;; resembles Buddhism,
The Christian clemont is only.a superficial varnishe The Jewish
relgion is cxoluded altogother, and the 0ld Testament is rejcoted
as ingpired by the devil and his false -rophets. The chief autho-
ritics were the apocryphal Gospels and the writings of lani,

The nmorality of the Manichaecans was scverly ascetic, based
on the fundamental error of the intrinsic evil of matter and the
bodye Thery taught that the perfectian of the elect aonsisted in
e threefold seals

1,) pukity in words and in diet;
2.) remmociation of earthly proverty;
3e) celibacy,

Manichaeism ditfered from all the Gnostic schools in having
a fixed, and that a strict hkerarchical, organization. This accounts
in a large measure for its tenacity and endurance., The worship

of the Manicheeans was on thc whole very simples They had no
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éacrificcs sbut four deily prayers, preceded by ablutions, and
@ccaipanied by prostrations, the worshipper turned toward the sun
Or moon as the seat of lighte Thoy observed Sunday as a fast daye.
The Sac ‘ements were mysteries of the elect. They probably pract-
iced water baptism and anointing, and eelebrated a kind of holy

8upper,
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ITS CONFLICT *“ITH CHRISTIANITY

In treating tho various teashings of Gnosticism and also
its various seots we have cndeavored to bring out how it conflict-
ed vith Christianitye Nevertheless, for the sake of oampletcness

¥@ shall sum it all up again under the heading;

Ae ITS CONFLICT ™ITH CHRISTIANITY IN APOSTOLIC TIMES

‘! The first traces of Gnostieisr, as has been stated, are found
%‘.}I‘G&dy in the apostolic ages. Gnostic ideas threatened 63peo:l-
&11:, the churches in Asia Minor as 1s evidont fram the Epistles
tib the Colussians and Ephesiens, the Pastoral Epistles, 2 Peter,

Judoe and the develation of Johne

g\J . 18.)
32 THE COLOSSIAN HERESY

Sipgns of im;ipient Gnosticiem were not wanting es is ev;l-
densed by Ste Paul's Epistle, written about AeDe 63 from Rame to -
the Oologsian Church, which was threatened hy a hereay; Thet the
heresy at Colossae was Judaioc in character is evident fram sush
& passage as "Let no man therefore Judge you in meat, etce."

elements of
(Cole 2, 16)s Thet the heresy ocontained many of the 1-

@nosticism may be seens
le) By the way in whioh St. Paul dwells on such words as

wisdam, uzderstanding, knowledge (gnosis), emd by the
implied oondemnation of any intellectual exolusiveness
in the words of Cole 1, 283 Mham we preach, warning

every man and teaching every man in all wisdam; that we
may present every man perfeot in Christ Jesus." Here

the word 77'@ S 1is repeated four times in ord: r to

18,) Foakes-Jcokson = "Church History" pe 130 ffe
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exclude eny idca of the Gospel lacking umiversality or

completonass,

By the condemnation of the worship of angdls (Col, 2, 18)

TN Y A K 0 & s g ekl
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and the repeated asserticn that Christ is above all
heavenly thrones, lordships, povers, and authorities,
end that the Plerama, or fullness of divime perfection
dwells in him (Cole 2, 18).

As the fase teachers of Colossae laid grcat stress on

[ ]
-~

asceticism, Paul werns the Colossians, "Let no man judge

> -_-*o'q—.._.: s e i M e A B

you in meat or in drink," and again, "why do you sub=
Jeet yoursclves to ordinances, etc."™ (Cole 2, 20-23,)
The Colossian heresy has subsequently been proaounced

to contoin all the essential elcments of a Gnostic

PATPAE AT A

i

systeme

|83, EPHESIANS
The neighboring ocity of Ephesus was a great stronghold of
apostolic Christianity, and it was there that the most insidious
tacks on Christianity were made. The Epistle to the Ephesians

ich bears a very strong resemblance to the Colossian letter,

arnestly upholds the superiority of Christ to all the heavenly
owersy (Ephe 1, 20-23)s But this letter being a oircular Epistle
does not attack the false dootrine so directly as the letter

adressed to the Colossianse

We see also i'ram the Asts that Ste Paul had been very appre-
hensive of the danger of herssy in ¥phesus, The attempt made by
Jewish exorcists like the sons of Sceva to form an alliance with

the Christian teachers boded no good (Aots 19, 14)e At a later
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date, Paul in his speech to the elders at Miletus says that he
Imows that gricvous wolves would enter in (Acts 20, 29=30)e

34¢ REFERINCES IN I TI..OTHY

That these forebodings were fulfilled is evident fram the
epistles to Timoth; who was left at Ephesus. The errors are like
those et Colossae, but the Jevdsh element is more prauinent,

The false teachers desire to be teachers of tho Law (1 Time 1, 7);
thoy dislike marriege (1 Time 4, 3); thoy cammand abstinence f ram
neat,

In the Epistlo to Titus, the myths of the heretics are
e:uressly styled Jevishe The Gnostic elament appears in ascebi-
c¢ism and in thc concluding words of 1 Tinothy in which the apostle
gpeaks of "the opuostions of knovledge (soience-gnosis) falsely
go-called" (1 Time 6, 20)e

The first indications of the Docetic error, demying the
reality of the incarmation of our Lord, appear to have induced

Pavl to plainly state that Christ was manifcst in the flesh ¢ 1 Tire

3 16 and 2 Tin. 2, 8),

35 JOHN'S “RITINGS
' On turning to the Johannine literature, which also seems
}‘bo have been produced et Ephesus, we find special stross laid on
the fact that Jesus Christ came in the flesh, (John 1, 14).
(See also paragraph 30 = other Gnostic Sects, where the same
statcment is medee Cfe also 1 John 4, 23 2 John 7).

36 PETER AND JUDE
After the death of Ste Paul, the false teachers appear to
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have pughed their dootrines to the most fatal of ell conclusions

adopted by the Gnostics. We have scen how the Gnostics prized
osis, above all else, how thay indorsed ascetiocism, how they

ampered with faith and now they denied the reality of the incar-
nation. But though vwe may condemn the errors of the false teashers,
their lives at first were free from moral staine But now irmore
ality began to be the distinguishing feature of the false teachers
at the close of the apostolic age. In 2 Peter 2, l. 2. 10, 13. 14,
18 we find them condamned in the strongest language for their
8inful life, |

Peter uses the}‘uture tense, as though he were speaking

prophetically, but St. Jude (verses 8-13) speaks in the present
toense as though he witnessed the corrupt doings of the false
toachers., (Compare paragraph 24 - "Ophites" with special refer-

ence to the Cainites, whero this seme passage is memtioned)e.

37« REVELATION
Revelation alludes not infrequently to heresies of this
type, and the false dootrines are compared to the teachings of
Balaam who caused the children of Israel to camit forniocation.
{This is .the only book in the New Testament which memtions the sect
of herctics called Nicolaitanse (Compare paragraph 18 = "The

1

lNioolaitans“ where Reve 2, 2¢ 6¢ 9¢ 13-15, 203 3, 4 9 are men=
!tioned).

Simon Magus and the reference to the eight ohapter of Acts
have been fully disoussed previously. See paragraph i+ 17.

é
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Be LATYR “RITLRS AGAINST GNOSTICISM

38 IN GENERAL
Klotsche has sumed up all the teashings of the Angignostie
Fathers very well in his"outline of the History of Doctrines,"
Pe 24-25;%
"The Church most successfully met the great movement of
Gnosticism and prevailed against ite The opposition
wes at first direoted especially against Marcion and his
adherentse Alrost every apologist fran Justin onvard
takes some notice of hime The danger threatening the
Church from the Marcionites was the greater, since their
master's dootrine, though mixed with error, was more

clogely related to true Christianity than that of the
Gnostics."

The Antignostic Fathers 2 rejeoteds

l,) The separation of the Creator of the world fram the
supreme God, and maintained that God is at onoce
Creator, Premerver, and Redeemers

2¢) The duslistio separation of matter and spirite
Good and evil carmot be explained by two anta=- ,
gonistic natural endovmentse This would do away
with men's responsibility, According to the

Gnogtics, sin was a piwsioal necessitye The

ETTIRE 1R I

Apologists showed that it was a free aot of man.
3¢) The docetic views of the Gnostios, and laid stress

an the necessity of the Incarnmation of the Logose
4,) The Gnostio conception of the resurrection and

championed the resurrestian of the fleshe

19.) Who these Fathers were will be treated in the following
paragraphs,




=5l=
GNOSTICS

39e ANTIGNOSTIC FATHERS

le) Justin Martyr
cae 100 = 165 AJD.
Justin Martyr is the earliest Christian vriter

against Gnosticisme. According to Eusebius, he wrote
a work ageinst his oox}(anporary, the heresiarch, Mar-
cion,

2.) Irenaeus
Cae 133 = 203 AlDs _

Even in early times the Church produced men well
capable of defending its dootrines and upholding its |
opinionse Irenmeus is one of them and hence ome of the
mos:!: waluable witnesses to Christian belief. He wms a
native of Asia Minor and a pupil of the vcnerable lartyr
Polycarp, who was burned alive in Symrna bout 156, at
the age of 86, and therefore was born in 70 A.De Poly=-

cary had been a disciple of John and was thercofore sepa-
rated fran the apostles by omly a single link. He attocks
particularly the heresy of Valemtinusy First he states
the dootine and then refutes it, sanetimes earmestly,
sanetimes by ridicules Next he shows that as a novelty
it has no right to be heard, and is, moreover, op:osed
to the teaching of Soripture. His chief weepons are
(1) the traditiom of the apostles, (2) the episcopal
succession, and (3) the Cancn of Soripture.

He makes very much of the fact that he could trace
his creed to St. John. Though the heretical teachers
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declared thet they taught the seoret dootrine of the
apostles, none of them were able to prove that they were
teaching the ancient belief of the Churche To the above-
mentioned advantage Irenaeus added a knowledge of the
various Gnostic systems. He published his great work

in five books between AeDe 184 - 188, when he was bishop
at Lyons. After describing the teaching of Valentinus,
he gives a sumary of the uniform teashing of the Cabholic
Church, contrasting it wijbh the diversity of the Gnostic
dootrines. He lays much stress on the unity of the

0ld end New Dispensations, His book was translated
into Latin before the end of the second century, since
the Latin version was in the hands of Tertullian, the
famous African opponent of Gnostioiame

Tertullian

oge 160 = 240 AlDe
Tortullian tries to treat the matter as a lawyer.
His "Preacriptj.on“ against heretics is an attempt to
show that the heretics have no cases He brings six
argunentSforward to prove his pointss
@e) Perverse disputings are forbidden by Ste Paule
be) Heretics either resist or corrupt the Scriptures.
ce) The Faith was camitted by the apostles to
their successorse.
de) The truth of the Catholic Faith is proved:
ane) by its u ity,
bbe) by its entiquitye.
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@e) No heretics have a line of bishops going back

to the Apostolic Age.

fe) The earliest heretics werc condemned by the

apostles,

He had little sympathy for theoriese As a litcrary
artist he may be campared to Tescitus.and Carlyle. He
invents phrases that have besome proverbs. He says things
80 pointedly that they camot be translated into any
languages Yet his method is more suited to win a ver-
diot in court than to convince the mind of an imjuirer.
This is espeoiaelly manifest in his treatment of Scrip-
tures To him a Gnostio is a perverse theorist and a
careless thinker, who tries to expound Seripture.. By
whet right does he do so? Seripture is the property
of the Church, and without its mind, no outsider can
ocanmprehend its meaning, The Church is a living orge-
nefn, It is regularly consituted and has a lavful
oxistences A Gnostic seot is an findisciplinec collection
of faddists lacking cohesion, without any regular ministrye.
He hit hard at Gnostioism (especially Marcion's) and
his blows tolde ‘

4,) Hippolytus

cae 220 Ae Do

A short and wrimportant treatise called "Philoso=-
phumena" or Philosophisings, had long been Imown and was
published in 1701 and attributed to Origem. In 1840
much of the oontinuatiom of this was discovered on

EE 2 o BN )
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Mount Athos, and fram later chapters it became evident
that Hippolytus, whoever he was, was the authores Two
books are lost, but the most important part, those on
the heresiss, remaine It is considered that the whole
is a series of lecture notes, delivered at Rame in the
first part of the third century, with the object of
showing that the opinions of the heretics are really
purely pagen, heing borrowed vholesale fram the ancient
philosopherse

Hippolytus quotes Irenaeus', whan he regards with
great respect, but the objeots of the two are ﬁob iden=-
ticele Irenacus holds that the Church is right and
states its postion. Hippolytus labors to show how all
heresy is pagane

Clement of Alexandria

cae 155 = 220 AeDe
Though Clement flourished a little before Hippoly-
tus, his name is pleced after him on the list of Christian

S e
champions of Gnosticism, because to him and to his

school we owe the phese which gave it a death=blow.

The weakness of the Church's position lay in the ncglect
of Pnilgeorhy, which in the amient world was regarded

much in the same way as we today lock upon sciemtific
researche The Gnostie, on the other hand, tried to
reconcile Christienity and philosorhy in order to provide
a religion for educated men. Clement, though he was
called a Gnostic because of it, professed to teach the
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true Christian Gnosis in oppostion to the false. He
held that faith vms not samething which only the igno-
rant possessed, but that it was the means by which man-
kind arrived at the true knowledge,

He boscs his entagonism to the false Gnostioss

8¢) on their denial of man's free will,

be) on their condemmation of the material oreatione

He says that the true Christian Gnostic is the
wisc man cnriched with mowledge, yet esteblished in
the Faithe This did much %o breek the spell of Gnosti-
cism, for when the Chruch threw open her doors to men
of learning, the atftactions of error gradually lost
their powere.

Ge) Epiphanius

de 403

The lest great Christian writer on Gnosticism is
Epiphanius, bishop of Salamis in Cypruse This erudite
collec6tr of ell the hereticel opinions which had dis-
tracted the Church till his day is often oredulous,
ill-informed, and prejudiced; but his testimony cennot |

be ignored,

Ce THE INFLUENCE OF GNOSTICISM ON CHRIST IANITY

40, WHY GNOSTICISM WAS SO DANGEROUS
When Gnosticism came in touch with Christianity, it rapidly
adopted the garb of the letter:
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le) By using the Christian form of thoughte
) By borrowing its namenclature.
e ) By eoknowledging Ghrist' dualistically as the Savior of
the world.
) By simulating the Christian secraments.
r.) By pretending to be an esotcric revelation of Christ
‘ and his apostlese
§e) By producing a great mmber of apocryphal Gospels, Acts,
Episifes, and Revelationse
Although OGnosticism was utter.ly the opposite of Christianity
t appealed to the unwary as a modification or refinement of
ristianity, because it was so well oanouflsged by this bor-
;:wed garb. In fact it soon claimed to be the only true form of
bhriatianity‘; set apart for the elect, unfit for the wulgar crowde
And that is another reascn why Gnosticism spread so rapid-
1y in the Churche It apnealed to the intellect and thus drew
%the best thinkers into its fold. Agein, it satisfied the syn-
__"Oretistio craviug of manye
[ Finally, scne joined it because it seemed to supply an answer

%o the problem of good and cvil; others because they were attract-

‘ed by its asceticisme

4], THE RESULTS OF GNOSTICISM ON THE CHURCH
There is no evil out of which good does not came, And so out
of the confusion and strife of the Gnostic systems the Church
gained much at the times
\1.) Amid the general confusion ushered in by the Gnostics,
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ithe Church was obliged to set up certain standards to
i:’be aclnowledge by anyone who cdaimed to be a Christian.

jThese standerds inoluded the Apostles! Creed, thef or-

{ ]
mation of the New Testament Canon, and the apostolic

office, or the Historio Episcopates

Foakes-Jackson = "The History of the Ohristian
Ghurch," Pe 144 ffe;

"It is a noteworthy fact that the first cam-
mentator on a canonical Gospel, the first harmo-
nist of the Evangelical narretive, and the first
scholar to pronounce an opinion an the Canon, were
not orthodox Christians but Gnostics. Heracleem,
the Valentinian, wrote a camentery on St. John,
to which Origen devotes much serious attention.
Tatian, the Enoratipte, camposed the famous Dia=-
tessaron, or Harmony of the Gospedse Despite his
erroneous oonclusions, Marcion dcserves the ore=-
dit of having first attempted to define the
Canon of the New Testamente The impulse to ex-
plain, define, and understend the writings of the
New Testament vas due to Gnosticism, and to the

position it arousede In the face of the mmbcr-

forgeris, whioh were multiplied in support

of the various dootrines of the Gnostic sects, the
Church i'ound it necessary to declare what writings
were accepted by her as sasrede The most vener-
ated nemee were pressed into the service of the
heretics and the Chursch was bound to pronounce
whut books she received as Soripture and what she
rejecteds"

2e¢ )} The defence of the Christian faith led to the formation
of Christian dogmas, expressed in ourrent philsosphical
terminology. Gnostic or-iticism forced men to face the
questionss "What do we know?!™ Mihy do we belive?" It
was of inestimable value to the Church to be obliged to
begin to contend earmestly for the faith before there

8 any possiblity that her leaders could have forgottem

wh: t the faith wase It is just that strife about the
Gnosis, so early and so bitter, that emables us to depdnd
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confidently upon the tradition of the Faith todaye
!8.) The Onostic stress om mysterics, spiritusl hymns, and
improscive rit.c induced nore elaborate liturgical ser-
vices in the churches,
g&.) The Gnostic duplism, and contempt for matter, paved the
. woy for Christian ascotieisn, which in turn led to mo=
nosticisne
5.) The intermedicry boings of the Gmostics paved the wey
o the Saints in the Cebflolic Church. Notice the rela-
tive postion of Sophia end the Virgin llary in thé two
systemse
6e) The guperfidial division of mankind into elect and none
~ cleot groups paved the way for the doosrine of predesti-
natione
7o) although condemned by the Church, the Gnostic movencnt
“t:. lived down to the presont deye The Christiar Science
’ movc:.'.‘:en"c::&e redieel wing of the so=called liberal

Christiens still continue this old heresy in a now forme

Thus our short syfldy of Gnosticism is endeds As we olose,
three thoughts remain in our mindj
1¢) The perversity of man's reasons
2e) God's grace in preserving the true faith to the present daye
3e) Despite all attacks "The Soripture camnot be broken,"
John 10, 35,

So0o0li Deo Gloria
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