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Introduction.

During his three years at the seminary the theological stu-
dent is taught the qualifications end requirements of a Luther-
&n pastor, and he is informed of the tremendous responsibilitiss
and the exacting demande which a call into the ministry will
lay upon him when he has become a pastor of a congregation.

But the seminary training is not able to convert the student
into a full-fledged pastor, Only long years of hard study and
Practical experience and divine grace can equip a man success=-
fully and completely for this greatest and hardest calling and
work in this world., Unless the ministerial candidate, upon the
entry into his life's work, continues, with firm determination
and fixed purpose all through his life, to erect a well-built
Buperstructure upon the foundation which was laid with the help
of his teacheres at the seminary, he will soon find himself un-
able to cope with the problems of his calling, he will fail to
render efficient service as a steward over God's household, and
he will forfeit the joy and the reward of a faithful shepherd
of the flock over which God haes placed him.

It is, therefore, imperative that a Lutheran pastor, to be
both faithful and auoée;aful in his ministry, is constantly de-
termined to grow and increase in all the faculties that make
for an efficient ministry. The many text-books written on
Fastoral Theology, Propaedeutics, Homiletics, etc. are replete
with sound advice which, if heeded conscientiously and put to
constant practice, will train and develop the pastor in the

highest degree possible to human precept and inatruction.
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3ut, unfortunately, very mnhy pastors do not grow and
meke definite progress 1n‘their ministry. They do not continue
to study and to build themselves up, they leave their seminary
teachors and learning beﬁind them, so far behind that these are
800n parmanantly loet to them. Instead of growing, they begin
to shrink and slip more and more, their acquired store of know-
ledge is soon exhausted, they become superficial and shallow
and ineffective, and, as a result, the Church of Christ suffers
inestimable harm and disgrace, and the office of the ministry
is despised and condemned, even by those who should be benefit-
ted and hlessed by 1t.

It may seem a rather trite statement to claim that every
Pastor should make definite progress and bacome a better and a
more efficient pastor from year to year. Yet this ver& thing is
demanded by the Lord Himself. God certainly requires of His
called ambassadors faithfulness and loyal service in the use of
His gifts which He has committed to their charge, as it is
clearly taught in the parables of the"Pounds"and of the"Talents".
The Church also, with full right, expects that her called minis=-
ters serve her interests and welfare to the best of their abil-
ity. And even the world in general expects more of Christian
pastors than of other men, namely, that they be cultured gentle- 8
men and leaders among mon} It is, therefore, a serious matter,
and not to the credit of the miniatry, if pastors are not faith-
ful and conscientious, And, instead of becoming more useful in
God's vineyard, become failures and unworthy incumbants of the
holy office. Judging from the many complaints expressed by the

OChristian laity and from the many articles appearing in the
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theological and secular press, & large number of Christian
bastors do not live up to the expectations which men justly
hold of them, and the pastors themselves, no doubt, are largely
to blame for the unfavorable criticism whioch falls upon theme.
They can not shirk nor neglect their responsibilities without
reaping an evil harvest, and the lack of self-improvement is
bound to react and end disastrouely, as it did in the typical
case of the'"Reverand Hans Dampf“J Yes, neglect of self-improve-
»ment is bound to bring its own punishment, in the waning and
the atrophy of powers, the loss of gifts and influence,empty
Pewe and church treasuries, unpopularity, and frequently in

nervous hreakdowns and early ﬁonility.

"The Christian ministry", says Phillips Brooks,"is the
largest field for the growth of a human soul that this world
offers, In it he who is faithful must go on learning more and
more forever., His growth in learning is all bound up with his
growth in cheracter. The minister must grow. Growth is prog-
rese. It is a continual climbing which opens continually wider
prospocte...The fact of men's not doing their best with the
powers that God has given them is mere unfaithfulness",

Unless the pastor grows he can not maintain the position of

spiritual leadership over his flock.

Le Dr.P.E.Kretzmann writes:-

"A person who achieves leadership must know when and how to
etudy, how to gather facts; he must, as Kinneman states, be a
Person who has a capacity to gather, assimilate, disseminate,
eand popularize facte...he should constantly strive to give the
best that is in him to the furtherance of every ministry for
which his leadership will be required...The person who stands
8till in developing hie intelligence and all his qualifications
will not, as a rule, be able to hold his leadership position

for any length of time".®

———

1.Cf.Th,Graebner, "The Pastor as Student and Litorary Worker',

2.Phillips Brooks,"Lectures on Prcaching“,p£.70.100.
0.741.

J«Concordia Theological Monthly,Vol.VI,pp.7
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O«.S.%arden puts it thusi=-

""hen one ‘ceases to grow, to reach out in every direction
for the material that.will make him a broader, deeper, more
Cultivated and more helpful personality, he has ceased to live...
The great thing is to function at your highest possibilities
instead of at your lowest. Even for a medioare nature, the per-
Potual striving after a higher estandard will graduslly have an
ﬂlavating effect upon the whole character".!

A8 Robert Browning saidi=-

"My bueiness is not to remake myself, but to make the absolute
best of what God made".

The words of J.F.Clarke certainly apply to the ministers:-

"The cduty of self-culture is plainly taught by Jesus in the
Goepele. We must add something to our induetry and fidelity to
what God intrusts to us; we are His stewards...Use and improve,
Or lose. This is the sentence pronounced on each of us by all
the courts of God, in the physical, intellactual, and moral
world. Use and improve your muscles and your perceptions, or
they will gradually but certainly fail., Use and improve your
memory, your understdnding, your judgment, or they will bacome
feaeble. Use and improve your conscience, or it grows torpid...
If a men has the power of self-improvement, then this power is
itself a talent confided to him. Unless he improves, he does

not use this power".,%

"“The aim of every man", said Humboldt,"should be to sacure the
highest and most harmonious development of his powers to a com=
Plete and consistent whole".”

C.Colgrove says that

“thorough knowledge of the work to be done, and & willingneass
to do more than is absolutely required of one- these are the
qualities that win respect and command success everywhere".,

There is,indeed, as Phillips Brooks says,

"no career that can compare with the ministry in the rich and
satisfying relations into which it brings a man with hie fellow-
men, in the deep and interesting insight which it gives him into
human nature, and in the chance of the best culture for his own
charaocter. It is different at each period of his life. There is

l.0.S.Marden, "Haking Youreself",pp.292,293,

2.James Freeman Clsrke,"Self-Culture,cte.”, pp.32.33,
3+Quoted by Marden,op.oit.,p.292.

4.C.Colgrove,"The Teacher and the School",p.S5.




6.
no pleasure in the minister's 1life stronger shan this- the per-

ception of identity and progress in his preaching of the truth
a8 he grows older. He is the happioat and most offectivo old man

whose 1ife has been full of growth".!

The highest objeot of education,-and the pastor's entire
life should certainly ba a continuous process and progress of
self=aducation-is devqlopmont, the drawing out and the unfolding
the whole nature, intellectual, physical, moral, and apirituale
Dr.J.H.C.Fritz, too, says that a pastor should keep himself
spiritually, intellectually, and physically fita, but to possess
this"fitness" the minister must have the determination and the
will-power and the perseverance to cultivate all his intellect-
ual, physical, moral, and spiritual faculties to his best abil-
ity, and as long as he lives. To this end, he must set up,and
adhere to, a definite, sensible, and useful system and program
of study and work. Some suggestions will now be given to indicate
how the pastor can 2nd should devote himself to a continuous
and progressive program of self-culture, so that he may, with

God's help and blessing, grow and improve intellectually,

physically, morally, eand spiritually.

l.Phillips Brooks,"'Lectures on Preaching",pp.4.29.105.
2.Cf.J.F.Clarka,"Self~Culture" ,p.26.
5¢Cf.J.HsCuFritz,"Pastoral Theology", p.15.
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I. Intellectual Self=Culture.

leThe Neceessity and Importance of Systematic Study.

The Christian pastor is at all timee in need of intellactual
fitness of the highest type and quality, and he can obtain and
retain and increesse this essential fitneses only by systematie
8tudy. No matter what may be said about the dangers and the one-
8idedness of book-learning, for & pastor books are extremely .
important; they ara his store-houses as well as his working-
tools. He must not only know how to use books, but he must use
them almost incessantly. His home, or parsonage, is equipped
with a"study"as his"sanctum", and his church members expect him
to spend much of his time there, so that he is prepared and fit
to preach to them and to aervd4them. He is, moreover, quite free
from supervision and from giving an account of the use of his
time. All people who know the importance and the functions of
the Christion ministry agree that the pastor must spend the best

hours of every day of his 1ife in hies study st his books.

DreJ.H.C.Fritz puts it thusi-

"The diploma states that the theological student has satis-
factorily completed his seminary ocourse and is qualified to be
Placed in charge of a Chriestian congregation as its pastor; but
it doees not state that he has completed his theological education.
He has rather just made a good bepinning at doing so and noeds
yet daily to learh, both from the Bible and from other books and
by way of practical experience. The young minister should not
make the mistake of that man who took the one talent which he
had received and went and digged it in the earth and hid it,to
whom the Lord said: 'Thou wicked and slothful servant, etc....
Take thorefore the talent from him and give it to him which hath
ten talents. For unto every one that hath shall be given, and he
shall hav-~ abundance; but from him that hath not shall be taken
away aeven that whisch he hath'(¥att.27,26-29). Rather should the
minister take the one or two or more tslents which the Lord has
given him and'trade with them', and thus gain more talents, so
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that, when his Lord asks for an accounting, he, the Lord's
servant, may hear his ‘Lord approvingly eay,'Well done, thou
good and faithful servant'(Matt.25,21.23). The :one thing that
the Lord requires of His servents is feithfulness,1Cor.4,2.
Such faithfulness demands emong other things that the minister
of the Cospel during his whole lifetime be and remuin a dili-
gent student of the Bible and of all those things which will be
halpful to him in his official duties. ¥uch of & minister's
time ought to be devoted to study. Certain hours of the day,
preferebly the morning hours, ought to be devotad to intensive
study. In these days of many organizations in the Church and
their wmany, many meetings and of a strenuous and many-sided
life in goneral, many 2 pastor ie tempted not to devote much
time to real study, and as a result his useful is wuch impaired

and curtailed".,!

Thae Lord Himself demands that the pestor of 2 congregation
8hould at all times have the necessary intellectual fitness for
his work. The Apostle Faul telles Timothy:=-

"The things that thou hast heard of me among wmeny witnescses,

the some commit thou to faithful maen, who shall be able to teach
others also".?

A pastor should be thoroughly"didaktikos", that is, he should
bo"apt to teach"(1Tim.3,2), and he should"be able by sound
doctrine both to exhort and convince the gainsayers”(Titus 1,9).
A pastor must be fully equipped to meet"the many unruly and
vain talkers and deceivers"and"be able to stop their mouths®
(Titue 1,10.11). This open and persistent refutation of error
and blasphemy is made necessary frequently by expressions of
the press and over the radio, but many Christian pastcras neg-
lact to give clear testimony to the truth, partly from lack of
courage and earnestness, but also largely becouse of a lack of
knowledge and power to oppose and convince the gainsayers.
That our present generation of pastors does not work hard

in the study and falls short of the scholurship of former

1.J.H.C.Fritz, "Fastoral Theology",pps>e«4.
20 2Tim.2’20
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generations of pastors, is appafant from the many poor sermons
preached, from the lack of interest and productiveness in the
essays and deliberations et pastoral conferences, and from the
shallow type of church work and pastorel ministrations, and is
often expressed by inane conversation and poor judgment. Hany
paotors do only a minimum of reading and studying, and that
only for their next sermon, often bogun rather late in the week,

Dr.Vritz states it very poartinently:-

“Since the ministry is tho only profession in which a msn can
use, either directly, or indirectly, all knowledge he has ac-
guired, and eince, cetoris paribus, the minister with the best
intellactual equipment can do the most effective work, it ought
not to be a question with whet little knowledge a pastor can
get elong, but rather how much he cen acquirey The Church
neaeds an educated ministry”J 3

The Lord neads and wants and uses intellirent and well-
trained servants in the work of His Church, as He selected
Moses, a man"learned in ali the wisdom of the Hgyptians"(Acts
7,22; Heb.11,24), and the Apostle Faul,too, was a-man of great
leerning, likewisa Luther, and hoste of others. The Church
must at all times hsve the best equipped ministers. The Church
has had her ministers trained at great expense to herself, and
like the lawyers, the men of the medical profession, etc., the
pastors should always represent the highest standards of their
calling, of scholarship and intelleotuzl prominence and effi-
ciency. Thie raquires constant, systematic, and purposeful

study, in order to keep the mind fresh and alert and the mental-

ity growing and prepared for any contingency.

leJ.H.C.Fritz,"Pastoral Theology",p.20.
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Saye Hugh Black:-
|
"A lack of culture always hampers a men in some direotion".

And Dr,.J.H.,Jowett warns:-

"Proaching that costs nothing accomplishes nothing, If tha study
is a lounge the pulpit will be an impertinence. It is imperative
that the preacher go into his study to do hard work. There is no
man 80 speedily diescover=d as an idle minister, and there is no
men who is visited by ewifter contempt".*

The Apostls Faul said:-

"If any men think that he knoweth anything, he knoweth nothing
yot as he ought to know ".?

And HYr.,%alther told his studonts:-

"Thore is no worse delusion then this, to ilhin} that one has
advanced very far in the acquisition of knowledge...Everything
depends not on how much wa know, but how wall we know it. The
greater progress & person mékes in his scisnce, the more rapidly
does ho become convinced that he is etill lacking many things.
la does no! adopt the slogan of our times: Cuantum est, quod
scimus! (Ch how gloriously much we know!), but repests the con-
fession of the great philosopher: Cuantum est, quod nescimus!
(ilas, how great is our ignorancel!). The more truly learned a
person is, the humbler he is; for he knows how much is still
lacking, within what norrow boundaries his knowledge is confined,
and how much there still remeine unexplored".!

Luther addresses these words of warning to every lazy pastor:-

"Study! /ttende leoctioni! (Xeep on raeading!). You cannot read
too much in the Scriptires; for what you read you cannot too
fully comprehend, what you understsnd you cannot teach:too well,
and what §ou are teaching well you cannot put into practice too
woll. Experto crede Ruperto (Believe Rupert, for he knows from
experiencel). It is the devil, it is the worl?, it is our own
flesh which rages and fumes against us. Therefors, dear sirs
end brethren, pastors and preach:ers, prey, read, study, be dili-
gont! Surely, it is not for us to loaf and snore and sleep in
these evil days. Use the gift entrusted to you end reveal the

mystery of Christ".%

leHugh Black,"The Practice of Self-Culture®,p 147.
2.J.H.Jowett,"The Preacher,His Life and Work",p 114,

5- 1 Cor.8,2.
4.C.F.%".7alther,"Proper Distinction bat.Law and Gospel"(Eng.),p.41f.

5., Quoted by Weolther,ibid,p.42, and by Fritz,Past.Theol.,p.5.
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Fvery Lutharan pastor ought to meditate much on the fol-

lowing two Scripture passages:

"itudy to show thyself approved unto Cod, & workman that need-
eth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the ¥Word of Truth",/

and

"“ho, then, is that fsithful and wise steward whom his lord
ghall moke rular over his household to give them their portion
of mort in dus season?"3

Dr.Walther calls attontion to the many-miatakos made by pastors
in Pailing to distribute to evaery member their exset needs, and
he says that this fa due largoly to the pastor's ignorance and
his lack of study and the proper pastorsl wisdom, and that &f
the pastor does not =cquire and strengthen this nscessary wis-
dom h+ is unfaithful as a steward over the household of Gud.
Again, he calls thot minister blessed sho starts his officinl
work on tha very first dey with the determinetion to do every-
thing that the grace of God will enazble him to do, in ordof
that not a single soul in his congraegation shzll be lost by
his fault, Significant ara especially these words of Walther:-
""cme ministors waste much time during the week, being occu-
pied not with godless affairs, to bes sure, yat uot with the one
thing neodful. Sunday comes, and stending in th:ir pulpits, they

are unprep:sred to give their people tha best that is in them.
Pity the preuscher who does not redeem the time by offering his

people 'hs vary best that he is able to give'.

l. 2 Tim.2,15. The generally accepted meaning of"orthotomein"is
"to cut atrnight to divide right; and the allusion:-here may be
to a steward who makes proper distribution to each one under his
cara of such things as his office and their necessities require’.
Barnes, quoted by P.¥retzmann,"Pastoralbriefe",p.236.

2+ Luke 12,42, CP,R.Lenski,"Interpretation of Luke",pp.446,448,

3% C.F.V.VWalther,"Proper Distinetion,eto.",pp.209,.298.
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Finelly, the preacher ‘must be thoroughly"up-to-date®, that
isy, he must be prepared to meuet the changed conditione in the
world end Church of to-day. As Dr.Fritz pointe out', these
changes are not in man himpelf, but in man's environments. But
the Christian pastor must be aware of all changed conditions, he
must know how these ald or hinder the Church in its work, and he
muet understend how to meet any different or new. problems which
present themselves. Dr.Fritz ealls that pastor
"a truly faithful householder- and in the true sense an up=to=
date pastor- who preaches and teaches the old and eternal doct-

rines of the Bible and applies them as the needs of his time
demand",

A1l this requires life-long, persistent, intensive, systema-
tic study, yees, real hard brein-work,
Phillips Brooks says that
"an ignorant clergy is worse than none at all',
“lijah Brown calle lack of preper training

"a very serious drawback®, >

"The Christian minister”, seye “ashington CGladden;"is first
of 21l a student...The man of God who is'furnished completely ,
unto every good work' must be a patient and thorough student"”.

Fvey minister should realize fully and appreciate the ur-
gent necessity of systematic etudy, but he should then also
proceed to a full understanding of the principles and methods

of proper study.

1,J.H.C.Fritz,"Pastoral Theology",p.10,

2. Phillipe Brooks,"Lectures on Preaching",p.45.

3.B1lijah Brown,"Point and Purpose in Preaching®,p.l134.
4.%,Gladden, "The Christian fastor and the %orking Church®,p.83.
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2. The Meaning and Method of Systematic Study,
Dr.veturray complains that even many mature students often
reveal very meager knowladge of the proper methods of study and
that many never seem to think seriously about the matter]
“l1ijah Brown calle the minister's studying the"filling of
the barrel", and he says that this should always be going on, and

"with watchful care and discernment the thoughtful preacher may
be easily able to put something into it every dey, if it becomes
& fixed habit with him to do 1t".2

The minister's occupation in his study should be a constant
and progressive self-education, not only the accumuletion of more
knowlsdge, but the development of all of his mental facultigs.,

Phililp Schaff calle education

"the harmonious development of all the faculties of man, or
the treining of head and heart, to the highest attainable degree
of perfoction and usefulnese. This is ‘the ultimate aim®.

Newton said:-

"I am but a little ehild, picking up pebbles on the ahord of
the vast ocean of truth".? -

"Seire ubi aliquid possis invenire, magna pars eruditionis est'.

“very Lutheran pastor should make outstanding progress in educa-

 tion and in sound scholership.

"Scholarship", eays Th.Graebner,"is the very soul of minister-
ial activity; it is organized knowledge...Scholarly culture keeps
the pulpit from mental poverty...The library and the study are
the minister's power-house...EFvery pastor must find time for |

reading and literary work".%
Says Colgrove:=

"Successful professional training must reet upon the foundation
of accurate and adequate scholarship. Real scholarship discovers
the relation of faots, interprets them, compares them, classifies

l,F.H.Mekurray, "How to Study and Teaching How to Study",p.7. Thie
book should be studied by every pastor. Very instruotive 1is
also G.M.%hipple,"Hlow to Study Effectively’.

2.E%.Brown,"Point and Purpose in Preaching",p.93.

3«Philip Schaff,"Propaedeutics",ch. I.

4,Th.Graebner,"Pastor as Student,etc.",Part I.
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them. Soholarship means diseipline as well as knowladge, for
knowledge acquired in a loose, illogical manner will always be

confused and unreliable”.

The pastor must be careful to avoid poor methods of study.
Pastors study all toofrequently in the manner desecribed by Brooks:-

"One of the most remarkable things about the preacher's methods
of work is the way in which they form themselvas in the earliest
years of his ministry, and then rule him with almost despotiec

power %o the end",

"o may come to essume", says Jowett, "that we are really work-
ing when we are only loafing through our days. If we have no
systam we shall come to think we were working when we were only
thinking about it, and that we were busy when we were only en-
gaged, inter your study at the appointed hour, and let that hour
be &8s early as the earliest of your business men goes to his work,
"e should go into our workshops for systematie study. Ve should
not waste time in looking for work, but we should begin to werk

at once'".3

The time olement ie a very important factor, if the pastor
wishes to accomplish things while he is studying.

O.S.4arden is right in saying that

"the first lesson in self-improvement is to learn the precious-
ness ¢f time and how to utilize it".

Crenville Kleiser advisest=

"Meke judicious use of your time,- this is important, because
the more expeditiously you can dispose of daily réutine work,the
more time you will have for special study and self-culture. Bear
in mind that it is the right use of the so=-called scraps of time
that advanee you moet rapidly in your study. It is obvious that a
definite method of study will give the most satisfactory results.
Yhen you proceed in regular and orderly fashion you economize .
time and energy. A good method will help you to get quiocker and

more accurate results",s .

Sandwiek says emphatically:-

"Have fixed hours for study and plunge in when the hour comes.
Fixed hours for study make for success and happiness®.

l.C.Colgrove,"The Teacher snd the Sohooli,p.G.

2.Phillipe Brooks,"Leotures on Preaching",p.104,
3«J.HsJowett, "The Prescher,His Life and Work",p.1l15,
4.0.5.Marden, "aking Yourself",p.46. ‘

6.R.L.Sandwick,"How to Study and Yhat to Study",p.21,
SeGrenville Kleiser,"How to Build Mental Power".pp.233.241.242.
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J.F.Clarke says:=

"As regarde aelf-oulture,'all depende on the use of time.
Genius itself is nothing but an immense power of work. Genius

@lways radeems the time"
C+H.Gerberding devotes a whole chapter to the Pastor in his Study,

from whieh we quote these fine words:-

The pastor must be a life-long student. He nmust have a separate,
private, large, bright room, full of sunshine, plain furniture,
but no lounge. Everything must invite to work, not to loaf or
sleep., The pastor has need of constant, persistent, and systematic
etudy. ilea must have the proper methods of study, must have ays-
tem in his work to economize time, and he:should have regular
hours, First the pastor should have private devotion, then he
should study until breakfast, then have family devotion, and
then he ought to study atteontively and wilh concentration until
noon, permitting no trivial interruptions. K2

Prof,%",James seid that

“thore is no more miserable human being than one in whom
nothing is habitual but indecision"

Since time is so precious and the temptation to squander
time is so alluring, it is self-evident that a minister must
heve & fixed deily progrem of study and & definite plan of pro-
cedure. A program should be outlined and faithfully adhered to.
The pastor must learn to distinguish between matters of greater
and of less importance, and devote his best time and energy to
the former. Let him always be on his guard sgainst aimless d;if—
ting and browsing. All study should be to & purpose and the aim
and end always kept in mind. Much more can be accomplished by
studying for one hour with a fixed purpose and close applisation
and thorough assimilation, than by spsnding many hours in

desultory reading.

1 J.F.Clarke, "Self= Gulturew, p.67.
2.0+HsCarberding,"The Lutheran Pastor®”,ch.VI.
3e%sJames, "Principles of Psyechology",Vol.II,ch.26.
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O.S.Marden puts it thust=-

"Tf you want to be a leader, if you want to be & man who does
big things in a masterly way, you must have & program and stick
to it., You must heve defirite hours for work snd fling your life
into those intensive hours in an effective manner. Without a
steady adhorance to a definite program thore can be no effactive
results from one's efforts in any direction”.

"It is sesential in study", saye J.Adams,"to have a satisfactory
plan. Irregular, desultory work never produces ths sama effect
as that which is carried on with a definite purpose and on clearly"
thought-out lines, So soon as you have no definite purposse in
what you do, you can no longer be said to study in any real sense".

McComb saya that

"cleargymen will find plenty of time to do what they ought to
do as socn as they imitate other professional men whose duties

conpel them to systematize their time'.

JF.Clarke resmarkste-

"He who has studied, reflacted, learned, and arranged his
‘nowlaedge in system and order, is able to gather other stores
or knowledge, and add them to those already acquired”.

"Proper study", says HMoMurray,"is impossible without a self
that is energetic and firm. True or logicel study &s not aim-
less mental activity or a passive recaption of ideas for the
sake of having tham. It is the vigorous application of the mind
to 2 subject for the satisfaotion of a felt need. Instead of
being aimless, every portion of effort put forth is an organie
step forward toward the accouplishment of & specific purpose®.”

J.RsLowsll saysi=

"There is nothing less profitable than scholarship for the
mare sake of scholarship, nor anything more wearisome ia the
attainment. But the moment you have a definite aim, attention
is quickened, the mother of memory, and all tha: you 2equire
groups and arranges iteelf in sn order that is lucid, because
averywhere and alwaye it i1s in intelligent relation to a cen-
tral object of constant and growing interest".b 2 i

1.0.8-Marden, "Hoking YOurself "spp+107+275«
2.J.Adems, "Making the Most of One's Mind",pp.35.152.
3+.S.1cComb, "Preaching in Theory and Practice",p.39.

4,J.F .Clarke,"Self=Culture”,ps137.
S5¢F M MeMurray,"How to Study and Toaching How to Study",p.4.283.

6.J.R.Lowell,"Books end Libraries"(various editions).
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What happens to & pastor who works without a system and plen,
end who doas not appreciete the relative value of different stu-
diees, Dr,Th.Graebner has portrayed very ably and vividly in his
ohereccferization of the celebrated Reverend Hane Dampf.

Mueh of a pastor's time in his home will ba devoted to read=-
ing, but his reading- should slways be purposeful end methodical,
in order to be fruitful. any books and articlee hare beon writ-
ten on the subject of reading, and every pastor certainly ought
to know how to read, as well as what to read., The tendency is
towarde much reading, the desultory skimming over many books.
Hepid and extensive reading has, indeed, its place and purpose,

but it is not real study, and it should not usurp the best

hours of the day.

Broadus wrttesi~

"He who would become reelly a man must abandon as early as

poseible the childish dream of reeding everything., Except what

ie dons for recreation,- and exceesive racreation is destruetion-
he muet have a limited field of estudy, and must cultivate that
field with the utmost poseible thoroughness. And upon evary sub-
jeet studied, he must find out the best books, and restriet him-
8elf almost entirely to those. Read only the best books, and so
read these as to make them thoroughly your own'".

e muet read with discrimination,; and not merely at random,
nor skim the surface, but with a definite end and purpose, with
attontion and systems Intensive reading of a few good books is
worth much more than skimming through many books of inferior

value, for, according to Baoon, -

"Some books are to be tasted, others to be swallowed, and some
foew to be chewed and digested; that is, some books are to be read

1,Th.Graebner,"Pastor as Studant,ete.",Brolog.
2.J.A.Broadus, "Preparation and Delivery of Sermons",p.126.

3¢Cf.TheGraehner,op.oit.,Part I.

F EW
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only in part; others to be reed, but not curiously (attentivoly):.
and some few to be read wholly and with diligence and ettention".

If Sacon had added that very many books should not be read at all,

he would have covered the field.

To quote from Lowell again:=-

"Every book we read may be made a round in the uver-lengthen-
ing lndder by which we climb to knowledge,etc...%e must resd such
booke es make us think, and read them in such & way as helps then
to do so, that is, by endeavoring to judge them, and thus to make
them an exercise rather than a relaxation of mind. Desultory rea=-
ding =xcept as conscious pastime, hebatates the brain and slack-

ens the bhow string of Will',
i“ilton has these famous lines on reading:-

"Yho reads
Incossantly, and to his reading brings not

4 gpirit end judgment equal or superior
Uncertain and unsettled still remains, 3
Daep versed in books and shallow in himself®.

Koopman werns that the student must make sure how far he can trust

the suthor, and he adde:=-

"Kepid reading is the difficult art of skipping needless words
and sentences. With the turning of a few letves to pluck out the
heart of a book's mystary- this is the high art of reading, the
erovning proof that the readar has atteined the mastery of books "’

Emereon said that
"Books are the best of all things well used; abused, among the

worst",”

(3

"Our reading”,says J.idame,"must elways be dominated by purpose®.
Intonsive reading, to be Frultful study and progressive self-

improvament, must be done always with pen in hand. If precious

time is not to be wasted, and &f the resultes of hard study are to

l.Bacon,Zscays, "0Of Studies".(various editions).

2.J.R.Lowell,"Books and Libraries'.

3«J.Milton, "Prradise Rogained™, Book IV,line 322ff.

4.Koopman, "lastery of Books”,p.47. :

S5eR.% .Emerson, "The American Scholar®.(various editions).

6.J.James, "Haking the Most of One's Mind",p.173. Read also the
articles in Concordia Theological Monthly,IIX,20,and VIII,SS8.
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be proeoserved for later and permanent use, ths student pust acquire
the hebi¢ of taking notez. "Lagere sine calasio ect dormuire"”,
The importence nf well-arrangod note~hooke sannod be overstressed,
In the course of the years, n pastor's study should hecome a
rich repositeory of notas, digeats, abstracts, and valuable quo-
tatione to which he can readily turn, = thout waste of time,
*hen preparing hies sermone, or writing a conference peper or an
article, or when he is secking information end scli faets for
any purpose or occasion whioh hies office celle fore DPr.Thecdore
Craebney hae given much sound adviece in hies"Pastor ae Stddent
and Literary Yorker”, in regard to proper mathods of study and
the .rogervetion of what on® hes read, by the uce of commonplace-
booke ond sdeguste filing methode. |
“ellurrey guotes the former President Jamer ’npgell of Inle:-

"1 wouléd like to recommand the hebit of recding =ith some
dystom, snd of maing brief notes upon the ¢ ntents of the books

rouedessllave @ purpoce end pl=n, and adhere to it inspite of al=-
iuring temptations to turn aside into fielde that are remote

from your subject”.!

Kleiser recommende that the etudent keep several lerge note-books
for permenent records, prefereably ome book for each important

aub jaect in agich he is intercsted. The pages should be nunmbored,
and sn index made of subjects and their subheadings. lle advises
the ure of small note~books for pocket uee, in whieh to roughly
jot down idese to bs subseguantly transferred té your lerge note-
booke. Hée worde of particuler advice should be hseded by all:-

"Alucye have a note=bock ready at your hand while yﬁu ars read-
ing or studying any book of importence. You will derive many

1.7 .H.Uolurray, iov to Study,etos ,ps52s
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Practical advantages from making abstracts or abridgments of what
You read. It will enable you to carry in condensed form, with a
minimum degree of maental effort, the substance of what you have
read. It will make you more discriminating and thorough in your
reading habits. It will give you definite knowledga of what you
read, and jits direct influence will makae you cerry thic same mathod
of anaflysis and orderly arrangement of a subject into your repg-
ular habite of thinking. Ten minutes a day davotsd %o this impor=-
tant work will develop your power of concentration, analysis,
judgrient, momory, and independonce of thought®,'

¥lijah Brown has this practical remark:-

"in his gennaral reading the preachar will find it haelpful to
£e6% in tho habit of noting apt and striking thoughts that are
well oxpressed, and in his own books marking especially those

that are full of meat for him, indexing tham. Tt is well also to
keep & note-book in whioh to record thoughts found in booke that

do not belong to you".?
Adam Burnet writes thus on this subject:-

"Time should be given to the steady use of & pencil and note-
books. T should go the length of saying thet pencil and notebook
are indispensable in theological reading and general reading.The
meterial is more to hand when you need it".?

Huskin eays that

"no book is serviceable until it has besn read and re-read and
marked, so that you can refer to the passages you want',

Broadus says that even a man of extraordinary memory can hardly
dispenee with memoranda in reading books of information.

The writer of this thesis has found it very inexpensive and
most servicesbla to purchase a large number of loose-~leaf nota-
books (6 by 9% in.), paper and binders, from the Ten-Cent Stores.
4 peparate binder is used for each department of theology and for
the various secular branches which form pert of his study. Each

binder has ite uppropriate label on the back and fits well into

l.G.Klaiser, "How to Build Mental Power",pp.273.286.

2.%.Brown, "Point and Purposa in Preaching’,p.104,

3.Adam Burnet,"Pleading with Men",p.122.

4,.J.Ruskin, "Sesame and Lilies",Part I.{various editions).

SeJ.A.Broadus, "Preparation and Lelivery of Sermons®,p.126.
See also Hoyt, "The Work of Praaching",p.62.
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an ordinary bookoase; a2ll of them looking like a set of library
booka. “hen reading or meditating, all worthwhile notes, digests,
quotatione, etec., both written and typaewritten, are placed into
their proper bindar under appropriatoe sub-neads, and valuablae
¢lippinge are paoted upon sheets of the same size and included
with the collection of notes and memoranda. This system also
8implifies the problem of indexing. Unlass one's notes and
reading matter ere properly indexed, they have no real value
when they ere needed and cahnot be found. uech precious time
can be spent,and wastad, upon en elaborate index system. Using
the expensive loose-~leaf booke, mentioned above, all pepers and
referances can be kept, topically arranged, in a convenient place
for immediate uee. For example, the nota-book on"Dogmetice"has
a separate page or section for each dcetrine, or sub-division
of a doctrine, and all material and references perteining to this
topic will be found at once in ite proper placae.

Ag an incentive to regular and systematioc and fruitful study,
it is a good plan for a pastor to enrol in the Correspondences
School, conducted by his Church and seminaryl, or when studying
along lines of general culture, the home-study courses offared
by most universitiee will be found qtimulating and will bring
one in contact with expert teachers.

"herever possible, a pastor should make a careful survey of
the books found in the publiec librarieo‘of nmost cities and small
towns, not only that he may know what his people ara reading, but

he*will often find books, also theologiocal works, whioch he can

l-nrlte for the Concardia Seminary Correspondence Coursec.
Cf.Concordia TthLOgioal Honthly, VIII,206.,
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8tudy with much profit. Even though he may find books which con-
tain statements to which he cannot subsoribo,'he will find it
very‘good training té exerclse his powere of discrimination and
judgment by reading with a oritical mind, snd he should beocome

familiar with the false claims and erroneoue views of heterodox
writers,
Hoah Porter says:-

"The private history of every self-made man atteste that they
ware uniformly, not only earnest but select, in their reading,
and that they selected their hooke with distinoct referenced to
the purpose for which thay used them. Indeed, the reason why self-
trained men so often surpass wmen who are trained by others in

the effectiveness of their reading, is that they know for what
they read and study, and have definitae aims and wishes in all

their dealings with books”,

8 the pastor reads and studies with a definite purpose, he
should also study and work in such a way as to dovelop all his
mental faculties to the highest degree poesible. Hugh Black says
thet it must be the will of God that the mental faculties should
be trained and devalopedfiAnd 0.8.darden points out thet there is
no faculty that one cannot strengthen, no quality which one can
not improva, no power which ons cannot develop to a higher degree.
Here, too, one should always"be trying to better his best",

The mentzl faculty which is capable of and in need of con-
stant development and strangthening is the faculty of oclear and
sound thinking, which ineludes meny facters, such as perception,
raflaetion, analysgie, judgment, memory, eto. “vary pastor should

know enepgh about psychology to be familiar with the activities

1.Noah Porter,"3coks and Reading ",pp.41-42.
2,Hugh Black,"The Practiee of Seglf=-Culture”,p.71.
3.0.8.Marden, "liaking Yourself",p.101.
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of the mind and the laws of.thinking. For want of spaca we shall
not disocuss these here, but briefly point out the neceesity of
cultivating and improving our mantal powars.
In regard to Thinking, C.Klelosr says:-

“Clear thinking depaends chiefly upon 4 well-established mental
habits of simplicity, definiteness, and honesty of purpose. These
three habits will safeguard you against the common faults of
vagus and indisoriminate thinking. The habit of severe and ser-
lous thinking, of hard study for evon an hour daily, will rapidly
discipline your mind. Definite, clear, ac:urate thinking proceeds
mainly from a well-orderaed mind".'

And of Reflection, in particular, Kleiser says:=-

"The regllar habit of reflection is a necessary part of pro-
found thinking, It is chiefly through meditation that you can
proparly take stock of your ideas, examine and estimate them,and

eet them in proper mental order',2
Sengael's famous dictum is:-

"I'e totum applica ad textum, rem totam applica ad te"

Broadus advises that

"the prescher cultivate accuracy and rapidity of thinking, and
discipline himself to pursue trains of thought without interrup-
tion, and as far as possible without dspend-nce on outward helps.
He must get his knowledge of Scripture and all his knowledge(as
Tar as possible) at his tongue's end. The habit of keeping one's
knowledge fit for service, so that he can at once state what he
knows or thinks on subjects he has studied, will preserve him
from the danger of breaking down, and will enable him to prepare
sermons with equal thoroughness in a shorter time. Hle will find
it adventageous to think out all the doctrinal truths, so as to
have definite views of each, and to be able to state them when-
ever needed, with some prlnoipal proof-passages learned by heart

as o permanent possession'.

Broadus goes on to say:-

Roading accoumpanied by honest thinking is promotive of origi-
nality; but we are tempted to waste oursslves upon a species of
reading which does not demand reflection, nor leave time for it.
Even books upon religious subjeots, very many of the most attrac-
tive thet appear are by no means 80 stimulating, so provocative

l.G Kleiser, "How to Build Mentel Powar®,p. 10?.55.

2+GeKlaisar,op.cit.,ps37. :
3.J.A.Broadus,"Preparation and Delivery of Sermons" .9-4700
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ef good thinking, as the older books from which they were madnly
drawn. The character of the age is in many respects unfavorable

to profound thought, ¥e must constantly remind ourselves that

real knowledge has three dimensions, length, breadth, snd depth.

In the matter of mental improvement, it must never be {orgotten
that the hardest way is the easlest way, the slow way the swif-
%est, If it be pessible, lst us persuads ourselvss to much of
independent and patient thinking, otherwise we shall never be mon!'

£1ijeh Brown says that

"the habit of reflection is a good thing for the preacher as
the X-yay ie for the doctor, for by it he can go down to the
very bone asnd merrow of a matter. It clarifieo, deepons and fix-
89 in the memory that which would make slight improssion and be
soon lost. Reading without reflection is like plowing with a
crooked stick. A reflective habit, if followed up, will rasult
in gottled opinions about important thinga“.1

Lord Mortheliffe called Concentration the price of success, and
seid thet mental end moral atrophy is the penalty of neglect.
Ce.¥loiser offors the following sugpestion regerding Observation:-

"Cultivate the habit of close and thoughtful observation. The
knowledge which is of greatest value to you ls that which you
acguire from your porsonal observation end investigation. Cara-
ful observation will develop your concentration, broaden your
mind, and strengthen your power of, originelity. Put your newly

acquired ideoas to prasctical use".

The Imnagination is en important montal faculty which must
ba cultivatéd persictently, as well ac be hald in proper bounds.

As Kleiser saysi=-

“Imagination that ranks above visionery thinking, and that
garves a real purpose, is doveloped only by constant and well=-

directod exarcise".’

B8roadus recommends, as means for cultivating the imsgination,
comnunion with nature; art and litersture, actual exercise under

control of sound judgment and good taste, and s solemn respon-

sibility to God.p

1.J.%.8roadus, "Proparation and PYelivary of Sermons',pp.136.132.
2.E.Brown, "Point and Purpose in Preaching",p.l04,

3eQuoted by O.S.Marden, "Making Yourself",p.103.
4.,C.Kleiser, "How to Build Mental Power",p.36.
5¢C.Kleiser,op.cits ,ps549. Cfup.349fFf for the rules he gives.

6.3roadus,op.cits,p.426.
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"The imagination",says ¥¢Comb,"can be developed. The preacher

should cultivete the power to recall whet he has experienced,
in visual, concrete images, and he can do this only by close,

concentrated sttention".!

The pastor should a% nll‘timeo snd by peraistent practice
keep his powere of “emory alive and vigorous; so thet he may
with ever greater ease remember and recall facts, s well as
facers and nameez of people with whom he has frequent contact.
lhere iv nothing more embarrasing to o minister than not to be
abls %o recall tho nams of a person or of an svent within the
8phare of hie congrogational sctivitiee, Many books have been
writton and iron-clad rules have bean set up ' for the strengthen-
ing of tha memory, but tha simplest rule is that given by Kleiser:-
jy improving your general mental habite, for example, the
habit of logicael thinking, you strengthen your memory. Think
well and you will memorize well. & good memory dapends upon a
well~organized eystem of thought?'
Melurray states that if we improve our methods of study and
thinking the memory tasks will occupy compsratively little timeg
And 7.James quotes a minister who improved his memory year by
yeer, instead of committing sentence by sentence when memorizing
‘his sermon, he ecquired the hebit of taking the idea of the whole,
then its leading divisions, then its subdivisions, then ite
nunteuoesy‘ay a rational method of mental self-culture a pastor

can improve all his mental powers and faculties, such as sound

judgment, the bowors of persuasion, eto.

l.S.iicComb, "Preaching in Theory and Practice®,p.l1l12.
2.,G.Klaeiser, "How to Build #ental Power'",p.374.

3eF M. Molturray, "How to Study,ete.”,p.166.

4,%.Jamen, Psychology, Vol.I,p,668.
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3+« "hat To Study.

‘het ehell @ Lutheran pastor etudy, in erder to grow intel=-
lactually? The worde of Y.Glcdden may serve 8¢ & BUMNAry answeri:-
"If the divinity echool is a place whore we learn to study, it
Would seem that the subjects of study, after tha work of the min-

ietry ic enterad upon, would be likely to be, to a considerable
extent, the some as those which occupied ue in the prepesratory
period., e have not mastered those subjects; we have boen fairly
in%roduced to thom; we go on from the point at which the teachers
leave ue in the paths in which they have led us; we procced to
build on the foundation which they have helped ue to lay., That-
ever it wee worth our while to study in the dnys of preparation

it will bo worth our while to keep on studying aftar our work
is begun',

The bgst pastor must, howoyer, make & careful selection of what is

most important for concentrated and intensive study, and he nmust

@pply to his mental efforts the rigid rule of"first things first”.
"hat shall s minister study,.la an important guestion.,

Philip Schaff esaye: The best booke of the best authors, the Bible

most of ail?‘ﬁl] vho write on this subject for the benefit of pas-

tors are agreed that the BIBLE must be studied first of all, and

most of alle J.M.CeFritz enmphasizes it thus:-

"Tirst of all the Bible. This is so self-avident that it ought
not to neasd any epecial emphasis®. .

“evarthealens, this point must be stressed with partisuler foroé,
becausa it is only too avident from many sermons, coanference dis-
cussions, convarsations of pastors, and pastoral =z2ctivities in
genaral, that meny pastors do not know their Bible as they should.
Of course, every pastor should, first of all, read the Bible for

devotional purposes, for thae culture of his own 50u1j‘

l.".Gladden, "The Christisn Pastor,etc.",;p.91.

2+Philip Schaff,"Propeedeutics",ch.V,.

3.7 H.C.Fritz,"Pastoral Thaeology",p. 4.

4.7his point will be treated under"Spiritual-Self=-Culture®.

Wil b oy
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The paester ought to spend at lesst an hour évery day in study-
ing the Bible isagogically, exegetically, dogmatically, homileti=-
eally, and from every other pessible viewpoint. Frbm tha Bible he
is to druw sll hie roligicus and spiritual knowledgza, the living
wator of Life, and he must become thoroughly familiar with the
teachings and contente of the Holy Scriptures, sc that he can
Preseunt them properly and effectively to hia people,land that he
may elways be able and"ready always to give an sncwer to avery

2

man that esketh you a reason of the hope that is in you". As a
- carpentar nmust know his tools and his bullding matarial before he
can build 2 pood house, and as a asurgeon must be a specialist in
his line and know how to use his instruments, so, and even more,
nmust a CUhristian minister kanow his Bible as the tools with which
he must work end as the storehouse from which hs must obtain all
of hir material for his work as & builder in the kingdom of God.

""Tha preacher”, says Hoyt", is to bs the teacher of spiritual
lifo, and that meane that he ie to be a student of the Scripturas.
He is to be a religious expert, and that meane first and laet he
ie to bs an expert student of the Bible. The authority of the
preacher is in his message, and in the popular conviction that
he knows by study and experience whereof he speaks. The Bible is
to be your present and lifelong study. Bible study alona can save
us from the weskness of a superficial and sensational pulpit. 7Te
are called to be students of the Word. “e must work our way at
whatever cost into the soul of the writings. Shall we not have the

spirit of thoroughness that pushes every word to its root, and
reletions and atmosphere compelling it to yield its utmost sug-

gestivenese? " 3 ;

"You a teacher of religion and not know your sacred books?",

said Lord Tennyson in surprise to Mr.Jowett,éaster of Ballioljﬂ

leAs Lr,C.F.%.7Talther teaches co nasterfully in his"Proper Dietinctin

"between baw and Cospel™s
2. lPet.3,15.
JeheSetioyt, " "The Work of Preaching”,pp.51.55.
4. Quo tad by !ioyt,op.clt. .poﬁlh
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EeBrown'e complaint applies 8lso to many Lutheran pastors;:-

"In too many preachsr's studies the Bible is about the least
used book in it. A prescher ought to know his Bible as well as
ths streel-car conductor knows the straeaets over which his car runs.
The preacher should endeavor to be as Pamiliar with his Bible as
he is with his study, and as abhle to put hie hand on anything he
wWents In one ploce as the othar...I am not saying anything against
8 proacher being well read, if he is also woll reed in his Bible,
but if he is so taksn up with other books that he has no time to
feed on the “ord of God, he ies cortein to be a lame man in his
minictry, and tho fate of another good but misguided man may be his",

“+Glndden says:-

"That the Bibls, above all other books, will be the subject of
his study, neaeds scarcely be urged upon. To know all that human
languago can tell him of this divine Life is the minister's first

task",
Dr.Blaikie has expressed it thus:=

"o ba able 4o grasp the grezt purposes of Divine revelation as
8 whola; to see at the pamg time the drift and bearing of its sev-
eral purte; to approhand the great leesons of the various histor-
ies, biogrephies, epistles, parables, sermons,dootrinal statements,
otec.th:t make up Holy Scriptures; to know vhere to Ffind the most
striking atatoments on any subjact which Scripture embraces; to
make one pert throw light on another, and bring out the chief les=
sone of the whole, are attainments of inestimable value to the

preecher of the Tord".
J.H.Jowmett pives this fine pilece of advigce:=-

"I would urge upon preachers; @mid all their othsr readings,to be
always angaged in the comprehensive study of some one book of the
Bible. Lot thet boolk be studied with all the ctrenuous mental ha-
bits of a man's student days. You will find this habit to be of
immeasurable valme in the enrichment of your ministry".* :

The pastor must know hie Bible as well 48 is humenly posaible.

Aecording to Ur.Fritz,

“he =should study the Seriptures...as the source material for his
sermons and his entire pastoral work. The minister ought to be well
acqudinted with every book of the Bible and with the isagopical,
exegatical, and archeological material that will better help him to
underctand its contenteess..d pastor should daily prayerfully study

l.%.8r0ovwn,"Point and Purpose in Preaching7fpp.56.60.101.102.
2.7.,01adden, "The Christian Pastor % ths Working Church",p.97.
3+3laikia,"For the Work of the Hinistry",p.79.
4.J.H.Jowett, "The Preacher,Hie Life and “ork",p.l1l19.
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hie Bible. The better a pastor knows his Bible, the better equip=
Ped will he be for all his worke. He will then be able, as a good
8piritudl pshysiclon, correctly %o diagnoae his spiritual cases

and to administer properly Law and Gospael®,'
Luther's famous words of advice are often quoted:-

"Thou shalt meditate, that ie, not only in thy hesrt, but =180
outwardly; the laaguage and the lotters of the word written in
the Zook thou shalt always examine, read and read again, and give
most diligent sttontion to tha thought and ths sense which the
Holy ¢pirit hee put into the words. Boware lest thou soon weary
of it and think that it is sufficisnt whaen thou hagt read or heard
Oor gaid it once or twice end that thou hast then already fathomed
ite depthe; for in such a way thou wilt never becoma a real theol-
ogian, but wilt rather be like the early fruit thet falle from
the tree when it is but half ripe...Truly, thou canst not read the
8ible touo much; snd what thou readest thou canst not understand
toc well; end what thou well understandest thou canst not too well
teach; und what thou well teachest thou cans% not too well livel®,2

Broadus states very emphaticelly that

"the Scriptures themselves should at avery period of his life be
8 preachar'c chief etudy. Fvery stage of culture and experience,
ag 1life goos on, presents fresh occasion and new facilities for
studying the Jible...Earnest and continual study of the Bible in
gaeanarel and of each text in particular, will greatly anh&nce and
sustuin e praacher'a freshness. Let him sesk not mare novelties
and fencies in interpretation, but the exsct meaning of the in-
spired Yorde. No mettar how often he heas studisd the ook or the
text¢ before, let him keap on, and new thoughts will be suggested.
4 man cennot fail to keep fresh in his preaching who continues
thruugh 1ife really snd properly to study the Tord of God".

Broedus adds the very important warning to ministarsi-

"o must constantly beware lest we fall into the habit of read-
ing the Bible only as & perfunctory matter, s profaseional duty".

And he urges that the Bible should be road

“In the ariginuls, if possible; in the Fnglieh version at any
rate; by the rapid reading of large portions, by the therough
study of a given book, by the minuts examination of particular
passages, and oometimes evea by looking at centences,..by stead=-
ily meinteining old methods till they become habitual,..svery
way, and continually, let us keep up, freshen, extend our ac-
quaintance with the precious ¥ord of God®.

led.H. C.F'rit-z,“Pastoral Tho@lagy" ,p-5.20-

2.Guoted by Fritz,op.nite,peBe ‘
5sJ3roadus, "Praparation and Yelivery of Sermens",pp.211.125.147.
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The winicter should not limit his study of the Bible merely to
those portions which he needs eand uses for hie sermons, or which
other naods may call for, but he should, according to a Pixed plan,
makae a syetamatic study of soma part of the Bibl~ evary day, and
after he has uorked through the whole Bible, he should go over
the same nsoctions again and agein ‘with greater intonsiveness.

Thot pastor is o disgrace %o himself and the Church who blows an
uncertzin seund en the trumpet, that is; who can not im-ediately
and definitely answer spiritual cuestions with a direct reference
to tho appropriate 7ord of God, or who does not knew the meaning
and significance of certein texts which Scripture iteelf has in-
terpratad, or who cannot raaeall what God hae said on this or that
inportant point of doetrine and life. Tha pastor must be thoroughly
familiar with tho aontants of evary boolk of the Bible, with all
ths significant doctrinal passages; and this sound knowledge
should be deaepened and expandad from year to year. The fundamen-
tal "meditatio"of a pestor is continuous Bible study.

3y all neans, and as much as pospsible, should a Lutheran pastor
gtudy his Bible in the originsl languages. Thia partinent remark
has bnen statad se often that it sounds ocomuwonplace, but it is
not s couwmon practice amonz pastors, sad to eay,

Dr.Fritz says, what so many have said, and still say:=-

"It goes without saying that this Bibla etudy should be done on
the basis of thae original langusges..«A word may be oorrectly
transl=tsd and may accurately oconvey the sense of the original,
navartheless the oariginal will often give us a better understanding
of the sanse. Of gourse, to arrive at this bstter understanding,

not sinply a translation of a word as found in the dictionery, |
bat its very etymology and its use, must be carefully studiaed”.

1.J.H.C.¥ritz,"Pastoral Theology",p.6.
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Alag, after many yeers of studying Creok mnd Hebrew et the
colieges aand seminary, many ministors drop the study of thase
laug:u:ag‘,ee‘wh-ﬁn they enter the ministry, zad they nevar rafer to
thom egsin, aven by way of referancs. When exasgotical pepars are
read at gonfaranees~ =znd how few cen alill present sueh papers=-
only two or three ministers tele &an active part in the discussions,
many qunetionablé statements pass unchallenged, and ths inter-
praetatisn: whiech has been offered haes actually remained"Greek"
to many of the brethren. No wondar that lively discussions have
bocome raro and that pastors complain of litile work done and
that thera isg little of ;eal interest and profit at the confcraqool.‘
“hat shall be said of wministers who through neglect and indifference
are unzbia %o rofer to the original toxt, when the proper under=-
etanding and application of a text demands ninute grammatieal and
ayntac#ical and etymalogical study of the words and context, or
when it bocomes necessary to rafute asrrorists and Bible eritics
by showing them the axact meaning of the text, and the pastor is
not able to go to the sources? If lawyera, madical students, and
other profeaaional nen aro obliged to study Latin and other lang=
uages to ba proficient in their profession, surely the Church has
a right to expeot of ite pastors as part of their intellectual i
culture and fitness a working knowledge of the lenguages in which
the Holy Spirit had the Binle recorded, as woll as & knowledge of
those languagee through which the wOrd of God is to be proclaimed

%0 men, so that the Cospel may"be preached %o all areatures®,

1.Cf.Concordia Theol,Hon,,ViI,644¢ff,("Pastaralkonferenzen’ ),
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Every Lutheran pastor ought to know, but then by all means follow,

tha famnus dictum of Luther:-

"Se lieb une dag Evangelium ist; eo hart lesst uns ueber den
Sprachen helten",!

The fetheres of our Syhod built waell, because they were thorough

and sound in their exegesis end stuck close to the sources.

Aa Hoyt says:~

"Thare is need for Bible study in the Scripture languages. No
doubt avery good translation gives the substanca, the vital truth,
of revelation; and a man who has no knowledge of CGreek and Hebrew
can otil]l be o respectable Bible student. But he cannot be the best,

and that le what we are always aiming at. In sny calling, & man %o
havaeauthority must touch the sources. The study of Hebrew and Greek
Seriptures puts one into the atmosphera of the socred writers and
80 helps to their true interpretation; it leads to patient thorough=-
neos, to the mental humility essential to & spiritual learner; it
fivee n fresh, suggestiva, personal messagG...end the worthy schel-
areg erc practically all students of the original lesnguages".™

Brosdus arguest=

"The Bible is beset etudied in the original, becausae our version
will eften heve the same word where the lebrew or Greok is differ-
ent, and the same Greek or Hebrow word will be used in important
passages where our version renders differently...Tha granmatical
study of the text cen séarcely be made %00 minute or protracted",

Fritz remindes us thet

"an original text aiwaye prescnte nricstiee of langusge, shades of
meening , idiomatic axpressions, ete., whioch a translation, however
wall it may coenvey the originel meaning, cannot fully repreduce.

Our very love of the Gospaeal should persuade us to study the langua-
ges in which Ged originally revealed His.plan of salvation",

The importance of systemetic exegetical study has been stressed and
raeiterated by all the great teachers of the Ghuroﬁs; and Burnet ad-

viees pastors that they study the Bibls excgetically.

l.i. buther,8t, Louis Ed.,X;h?Off.

2.A.Hoyt ;"The Work of Preaching”,p.53.

Jed.drovdus, "Preparation and Bclivery of Sermone”,p.66.

4.3.8.0. hbt,-,-,“l‘autoral Theddagy’ ,p.19.

Belf, "Lohre and Wohrae",Vole3l,p.363£1f;V01.62,p.49; Concordia Theol.
MoneVol.IV,357 and 9593V91.VII 25.

6+.A+7.Burnet, "Pleading with Hen",p.123.
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Th,Grascbner c¢laime that"the number of ministariel failures ia rare
among such who réad thqir Groek fiew Testament'.
‘a2 venture %o offer the folloving cuggestions for intensive,

eyetanntic, and Fruitful exegetical study of the Biblei=-

Let aovery pastor set aside one hour avery day for undisturhed
@xe etical studies, and let him read through the entire Bible,
first tho Wew Testament, with tke originel text before him, snd
hie¢ note~book and pen in constant uss. FKead the text in the origi-
nal, verse by vergs, with the help of 8 good loxiconl, and 2 roliable
ﬁrﬁwwara, and maka coviauﬂ notes on the meaning and etyhmeolegy of
worde, the gremmeticel and syntectical constructions, the relation
of the econtoxt snd of parallel passages which thro‘;v iight on the
interpretation of the text, the doetrinal content of tha paseage,
end any other information of valuq of fered by the text and helps,.

Thie minoute textuel study ought then be supplemented by the read-
ing of one or more good orthedox oommentérieé?, and the nastor
should jot down useful explenaticns and applications which help hinm
to a2 better understanding and uese of the text. In this way he can
accumulate valuable exdgetical materiel. For e later, and more ad- -
vanced study, he will do well to roead eoﬁa of the more liberal and
criticul cammontarieeg, both for the good muterial he will find in

them, as well as to undorstend their false position, and by sharpen=-

ing his powere of judgment to fortify himeelf egainst such false

interpretations of Scripture.

1¢Th.Groobner, "Pector @p Student,etc.",rart I. .
2+4%gs,Thaver for N.T.,0esenius for O.7T. “f.‘Lahra & vehre"62,49ffF,

Z3elegs Roberteon, CeseniusaBowlay.

b-~.g.,uuther,utneckhardt,kbetzmann,“anski,Bengel.
E.ge,lange-Schaff ,Keil=Delitzsch,Zahn,lieyor,otc.
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The pastor will also find it to be 2 profitable method to make a
thorouzh exegaetical~honiletical study of hiec sermon taxts and of
the pericopes on which he is preaching, similar to the sermon-
studigs found in homileticel magazinese or in book-form,.

From time %o tims the principles of Hermaneutiecs should bes ra=
viewed, and should be applied constantly. The minister should aen-
deavor to incroase his knowlsdge of the Bible in goneral, regarding
ite c¢ompéeition, history, translations,etc. Yhe pestor should also
" be up-to-date in his knowledge of Isagogics, Biblieal ‘rcheolozy,

Textual and ligher Criticiem.

In clogaat connsctién with his Bible s%udy and supplementary
to it, evary pastor should study tho doctrines of the Bible. He is
to proeach 1ﬁd to teach tha doctrines of Scripture, and consequently
he muszt have a thorough knowledge of evory 3iblical doctrine, and
know how tec apply ite. He should also know the various and prevail-
ing toashings of erroris%s and false teachers, and he nust be
eble"by sound doctrine to refute the gainsayers®with the truth of
Ced's 7ord, o pasator oan be exousad for eny ignorance or uncer-
teinty about the teachings of Soripture, and he will be a detri-
ment to the Church if he wavars or felle in regard to one single
doctrine. The pvﬁtnr muet be & sound and thorough dogmatician,
and the ntudy of Biblicsl Theology, Dogmatics, and the Confession-
al "ritings, is @ necessary life-long taek and should be a mest
delightful occupction. For whet pestor would net want to bhecome
hettsr indoctrinated, so thet he can the better indoectrinate his

menhera, and preach rasl and effective deotrinal sermons!




35.

Two dietinct motheds mey be followsd, in order teo retain and
incronse one's knowledga of Christian doetrine. The one method is
to read thae Bible from cover to cover, with the purpese of dis-
csvaring for one's self all the texts which heve o definite bear-
ing on goie partioular doctrine, and to jot down in a special
nete=-book all such texte under approprimte topics and sub-heads.
In the way e minister will learn Biblical Theolegy at firest hand,
and will be better able to utilizs and judge tho verious text-
bhooke ani essays on Oogmatica} Such e classification of dootrines
with Seripture texte will be found very useful and will be a
handy reference when writing sermons, catachisations, essays,etc.
3y =11 moans gat your dognmatics first out of the Bibla, and try
Lo coavince people only with sound Bibls doctrine!l

Fvary pastor should be a dogmatician, an expaert in this field
espacially, and for that reason he should aleoiread and study,
with pen and note-hook, not only one but sll the works on System-
atic Thoology, that he can lay hold en. Of course, he nmust study
prinmarily and constantly the dogmatical snd confessional writings
of the Lutharen Church. But he ought, at lesst to some extent,
23180 read the literature ef heterodex churches, %o hecome ag=
quainted with their tes?hinga, as wnll cg to laarn also frem
these writers the clear.and forceful expression of such dectrines
in which they are in agreement with Scripture. The minister
ghould make comprehensive digests end colleoct his moterial under
the vericus divirions of each doctrine. But in appropriating and

ueing this material hae sheuld guard againet all asbiguity, dif-

l1.0P.Con«Thaol.Mon. ,VII,699f P("Biblische Theelogis,etc.").
2.0f.%.L.Grachnar, "Outlines of Dectrinal Theology".
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fusiveness and vagueness, and be sure te cheock his reading with
the dectrinal passages of the Bible.

Cince the Luthoran Catachiem ie @& short sumuary of Christian
dectrine, and eince the vaster must constently uee thiz beek to
indoctrinnte his prople, u Lutharan psstor should know this book
as no other book, the 8ible exceptod; and he chould alweys be

S /
learning more and more about it, as Pr.luther urges sc often, He
oughi elweys bear in wind that he must remoin, as Luther says,"a
puplil ef the Catechism", and hie notoe-boocks on his lesscns, his
cetechiontions, readings, ote.; ought to becomes very velumineus,
as he advancee in yenrs. Every Lutheran pastor should, by constant
gtudy end repetition, impreess upon his mind the valuable instruction
given by DreC.FeVeWalther in regard to the proper dictinetion and

. , o1
applicetion of the La: snd the Goepel. "althaer'c students were
good dapmaticiens end theologians. e told his students:=-

"I you sre to become efficient teachere in cur churches and
schoole, it ie a mattaer of indispensable noceesity thet you have a
moet minute knowledge of all doctrines of the Christian revelation.
"het is nseded over and above your knowledge of the doctrines is
that you know how to apply them cerrectly...: thaoologien who has
not the grastest interest in the Chricticn doctrine ia unthinkable..
A preacher nust not throw all doctrines in a Jumble before his
hearere, just as they come into his mind, but eut for each of his
hearere 2 portion such 8s he noeds,.eA pactor must have, in the
firet placa, a good knowledge of the mutual ralations of doctrines

to ene snother, which will enedle him to make the preper applice-
tion of each®,d

Phillios Brooke advises:=

"Preacn doctrine~ presch all the doctrine that you know, and
learn foroever more and more; but preach it =slways, neot that men may

bGli"V° it, but that men may be saved by balioving 1t".“

1.CP o .wou,““ateohatios",p.lOSff. Read Luther,Vol.X.(St.Louis Ed.).
2.C0fe 0¥ e ¢ "alther, “Propar Distinction bet.Law and Cospel "(Dau).
5.”althar,"“raper Distinction,etce” ,pne5.135.335.343,

4.Phillips Brooks,"Lsotures on Preaching”,p.128.
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Drs 3roadus urges this point,too, in these words:-

"Noctrine, that io, teaching, is the preachar's chief business...
Wo all rogard it ns important that tha prescher should himself
heve sound views of doctrinae...Systematic Thesluogy le of unspeak-
ahle importanca 4o the preacher, indisponsebla, if he would be in
the bhast sense instructive, and axert an abiding influence over
his heorers., Thin gonsbles him to speak with bnldness of assured
conviction, giving him a confidonce in the greati syztom of inspired
truth whieh no minute eriticisz can shake. Cxsgesis and Systematic
“heolopgy g» hand in hend. A preachsr ought eslways to have on hand
some nble treaties of Theology, new or old, which he is regularly
studying, or sowo partioular topic of Divinity which he makes the
sub jeet of much raading and reflacticen,«.¥eap in touch with the
great booke, both geanaral trecztises and special diccussions, on
Syetematic Thaeology. Dostring-real doctrine- e necaded ns a novelty
in much of the preaching of our timss".}
Sroadus also irgas, andé rightly so, that the paeitor be well read
in the tiald of Apologetios,; or Christian Fvidences, and in Polem-
ice, so that he can with power and good judgment atteck and refute

the doubts and lalee saccusations raised agminst ths '-Ri‘olﬂ.;’-Z

In addition to hies oxageticanl end dogmatical ctudies, the
Lutheran pastor should devote e lzrge part ol hie morning hours to
his houmiletical work, to the preparation snd composition of his
Sarmons,.

The prﬁacher'a nain business is preaching, snd it is his duty
to preesch only good sermons. The art of sernonining and preaching
is teught with great detail in all text-booke on fomilestice. But
the art of good preeching is a life~loag and hard study, and here
especially tha prescher must constontly grow and improve or he will
lose; lack of preparation andé prograssiva solf-culture here means
thet the wminister's usefulness will suraly and rapidly come to an

ends Negleot of growth mnd progress in preaching ile beconing an

1.7 8rondus, ‘Preparation and Lelivery of Sormonn',pp.7Gls123.147.
2.8roadus, ope.cite,pps82¢83e
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alarming and wide-oproed evil and is working much harm in the
Churche !lony praeachers fall iantc csreless and slip-shod habits
of preachinp end remain inferior, yes, becowme unpopular, preachers.
fhe sirenuous life of our ege, as well as conditione in general,
malke sermonizing and preaching extremely difficult. fTven for the
ocldaer and experisnced preacher preaching is &« real task. Peer
church atisudance and a sickly church life is moet esiways the
reault of poor preescning. It will alweys remain true thet'audi-
ances are held by useful and cleer 6crmona"J there is much com-
plaint awong the laity te-day ambout poor preevching. Although the
pestor may not be preaching false doctrine, his caermons are of-
ion mors platitudes; they alwoeys move in the same circle, are
veague end li"elese,; and the hearers leave the services with a
dirgusted Tfecling that they got nothing out of the pastor's ser-
none ‘'hen the attendance drops snd thinge generally go wrong in
the congregation, the preccher had bettor teke inventory ef hin-
@0l end spend more time snd thought on his sermons. In fact, the
pustor should never wait until sueh & doplorable condition has
sot in, for it is not eseily remedied. Booke, monographe, and
articles dealing with preaching and pastoral worz, are full ef
ceomplaints and criticisme about poor Qrsachingz, and they offer
enple sugpestions for izproving the sermon: DUr.Valther devotes
thirty-cix pages of his"Pastoraltheolegie"to the subject of

proa:hings, and Dr.fritz has written thirty-seven bugos on the

Sx

""ork of PFresching". Zvery pastor should iake the work of preach-

ledpology, Arteifliv.{(Conslrige,psd0lje
2.00n.Thneel.ilone %01 IV,pp.759.917. ("Status of Our Preaching").
3.C.Fedsialther, '‘Pastoraltheoleogie” ,ppe76~109.
4,J.H.C.Fritz,Pastoral Theelogy",pp.65-102,
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iny as cserieusly end do it as conscientiously es Dr.Walther did.
A congracation knows nothing abeut hémileticel rules, bhut it can
discern quickly whether the preaching it heare is good or bad,
and the 1laity io frankly outspoken in ite dissatiaféction with
pour prauaching. "hen a pastor is a poor preacher, naither his
congregatisn, nor any other, wants him, and he is soon widely ad=-
vertised as suci. All metheds and schames to £ill $he pews will

be of no avail if the precchefeils"to deliver the goods®, It is,

<

&3 Ur,"ritz says: "Poor preaching is a direct hindrence to the

buiiding of the Church®.

4 pagter”, as Ur.7alther ramarke, "cennot hecome guilty of groat-
er unfaithfulness in the performance of his official duties, and
his high snd noble office will in ne other way more savarely con-
dean him, than when he does not,; through nedilation, reading, and
presyer, dilipgently seak to give to nis congregation the very best
that ig in hime. With referance to praaching especislly must be
. applied the terrible saying of the prophet:'“ursed be he that doeth
tha work of the Lord nogligontly'(Jer.48,10)",!

“any pastors dosarve the sovars rebuke spoltan by Dr.Fritzi-

"Wes to the prescher who is lazy &nd dresds hasrd werk,..or who
usges hias time for that which he is not caellsd to do,..and will
net adhere etriotly te his text and apply it to the needs of his
hearers, buit will telk at random, %o f£ill in helf sn heur, for
which not much praparation and exerticen on his part are needed...
i{ ig not fair t¢ a Christian congraegation if n pestor simply
'fille in'half an heur in the pulpit, and it is certainly a griev-
eus 9in sgainst God. The paster's raesponsibility while in the
pulpit is so great that hls wessage roquires most sraysrful, most
caraful, and most conscientious praparation. Only the bhest he ean

give will be pood enough',

Lyen says that

"no amount of bluffing will ever take the plece of careful pre-
paration. Thare is neo subshitute for eemething to say. Nature
abhoers a vecuum. S0 doess an audionce®J

100Ted liaCFrita, Pastoral Theology' ,Ps0/.

2-J-H-C.Pritz,ap.oit.,pp-67~65°
SsLyon,"Fracticel Pudlic Spesking"(quoted by Fritz,op.0it.,p.67).
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"“a whe receives the most inspiration is tha one whe has made
tha most prapsretion”, applies at &ll times;, excspt in ocases of
reel amergoncye. Too many pastors have {asllon into the vicious
hebit ¢f wpending a few hours en Saturdey, copying sermon ma=-
terial from printed sermons or outlines, while others have been
knewa Yo take this printed mateorial even into the pulnit and to
Frecch or resd from it, net to mention soma who are %old enough
to entor the pulpit without sny preparation or helps whatever,

only te talk as the'spirit®(?) moves thom.

v

"ithout conscientious and “horough preparstion, no sermon

will hevs the necessary requisites and quealificatione which

every pood permon must havae. The quality of such sermons must
of nocossity be mediocre and fail, both in mntter.of form and

of content. Moreover, it will lack pewer and accomplish nothing,
Dre«7zithar gives this advice:-

""hen prapsrfing to preach, the preccher must draw up a stra-
tegical plan, in order to win his hearers for the kingdom of Ged.
Preach go that every hesrer feals:'Ho meons me'...A preacher
must oxercise great care lest he say sowmething wrong. Again and
again he must go ever his sermon and consider whether everything
is quito as it should be, that there ie nothing in the sermen
centrory te either the Law ond the Cespel...¥ou will heve te bear
in mind while writing your sarmons that your serron is not te say
enything thel may be misunderstood...Ths worst fault in medern :
preaching is this, that the sermens lack peint and pursecse; and
tkis Toult can be neticed particularly in the searmens of medern
oreachers who ara believers, while unbslisving and fanatical
rroaghors heve & quite a daoafinite 2im- pity, that it is not the
right onal Bolisving preachers, ae & ruler, inagine thet they have
fully disch rged their effice, preovided th-t they have preached
the Yord of Cods Thei{ is about as correct a view me when a ranger
imagines ho has discharged his off'iceessby dischsrging his gun
into the ferests Just se poor and useless preachers are these nhe
heve no plun in 2ind and tuke ne aim when they ore preecching.
dranted thoeir sermone contain beautiful thouphts; they deo net,fer
that metter, take affact. They mey occusionally meske the thunders
¢f the Law roll in their sermeons, yet there is ne lightning that
strikes. Again, they mey water the garden adsigcnod to them with

R o A |
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the fructifying waters of the Gespel, but they are pouring water

on the beds and the paths of t'e garden indiscriminately, and their
laber is lost...Pity tho praacher who does not redeem the %time by
of"aring hias hearers the very best that he is able to give, If a
presachar talke witheout plan er purposa, he need noet wmonder that he
does not achieve his aim; for he has nene. Out upon ministars whe
£0 %o work in a slovenly snd c¢sraless manner. I have in mind not
only such as hnve plagiarized their antire sermon, but slse thoase
who hnve not adequetely meditatad upon the subject they intend to
present®,!

Yastors who have not made thoroug! preparation for praeachin:
ara hound to ba:ome vegue snd aimlass prattlers and are apt %o
f2ll inte the vicieue habita of flattery or of scolding. "hen ‘hse
pPrescher knewss what he 1s to say and how to say it in the right
way, the heoarars feel themselves drawn with irresistable ferce to
the meseage of the prencher. "Pectus disertum facit", that is, it
is the heart that makaes 010quent?"
Ae Hoyt says:-

"The apprenticeship of the preacher is long. In fact the art is
long; we ahall never succeed in doing the work as wa eught...The
surest way to have rich and abundant suggeations for sermons is
Lo be a systematio student of the Scriptures...The Church wants
better men in her pulpits, not mere maen, the living Werd, not
professional rapatition ef truth. The noblest gifts, the richest
furnishings, the best training, are not too much. 3ut she must
have men who shall regard preaching as the highest and mest dif-
ficult art, who shell have lofty conceptions of it, whe shall net
be lazy or insincere, who shall bend themselves and hold them-
8alves to its attainment...Se to display and commend truth, that
man shell of himself scoept and fellew it, is the aim and secret
of effective preaching. The sermen comes short of its missien, if
it doas not persuade. lMeditatien is an essentisl process if wa are
80 to understand truth thet it shall beceme a living message".

ind E,Brown puts it thus:-

"I don't know whe is te blame if the preacher is net interesting,
unlesc it is the preacher himself, for he caertainly has the most
interesting book in the werld te preach from, and the mest inter-
esting Man whe ever lived te preach about, and the mest interesting

l.C.F, *.Walther,"Proper Distinctien bet.baw & Gespel",pp.55.99.298,
2.0f.Concordia Theelegical Menthly,Vel.VIII,pp.8l.161.
3.AeS.Hoyt, " "The Terk ef Preaching',pp.66,90.18.31.96.
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of all cuuses Lo preach for, and if ha cannot keep the paople fron
going to aleep on his hands certainly there is somothing wrong. It
is waell to make sure that it is the Lerd's word you are siving in
your sormons and not simply your own notien of things, for many a
praacher spoils the Bread of Life with oleomargarine of his own
malka. 3ut when the preacher has conscientiously and faithfully put
into his preaching what he knows to be the Werd of God, ha ean be
gure that the power of Geod will be in hies preaching. From the be-
ginning to the clese of the sermon thaere should be no uncertain

sound®,!
Phillips Brooks does not state it too strongly, when he says:-

""an boeret and tell you in how short time they write their ser-
mong, and whan you hear them preach you only wonder that it teook
them ss long, Be faithful, and do your best elways and on every
ocengion®, L

Very true are also the woerds of “ashington Gladden:-

"The winister s throne is his pulpit. lle makes a great mistake
who permits his pulpit work to take a secondary place...Unpremedi-
tated discourse consists chioefly of commonplaces which float much
upon the memory rather than of thoughts and feelinge that well up
from the hidden man of the heart; and as they have stirred ne
depths in the boson of the speaker, so they naturally awaken but =
feable rosponse in the hearts of the hearers".3

uch has been writton and eaid about good end poor sermong.?t
¢Comb begins his monograph with these trenchant words:-

"verybody knows that the preacher has fallen on ovil days. Ser=
mons are flat, dull, uninteresting, out of raelation to the needs
of the zge, santimental, over-intellectual, or not intellectual
enough, platitudinous, impoteont, devoid of human appeal...A very
wise man has said that'there is nothing by which more good might
be done than by good preaching'...Clearness of thought and expres=-
sion is especially necessary in the pulpit, for as the sermon is
to be heard, it must be understood at once by the hearer or lost
altogather...The sermon must rest on the solid soquirements of a
disciplined mind,..No inconsiderable portion of a preacher's time
should b spant in genaeral intellectual self-culture; because as
the preachar is, such is his sermon...The men who never thinks of
his discourse till Friday night or Saturday morning and then ba=-
takes himsolf to some ready-made skaetches from a volume of out-
lines and a dictionary of illustrations, may produce something
which will tide him over the Sunday but he is making impossible

1.71ijanh Brown, "Point and Purpose in Preaching",pp.155,85.86.88.

2.Phillips Brooks, "Lectures on Preaching",pp.101l.
3+%.Gladden, "The Christian Pastor,etec.”,pp.107.135,
4,0f.Con.Theol.Mon, ,Vol.I1T,369, 444, 1533 IV, 359,917;VIT,671;VIIT, 1.
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the attainmont of pulpit competence, not to espasl of the serious
moral injury he ie inflicting upon his own nature. It is no excusa
to say that there is not time in the life of a busy clergyman to
brood over his discourse throughout the weaek",!
In regard to printed sermons and outlines, Broadus says:-

“The books of'Sketches and Skeletone'which are so often publish-
ed ond oo widely bought, are, unless honestly and wisely used, an
unmitigatod evil, and a disgrace to the =ministry of the Goapael, and
1t is a foir question whether such booke can be honestly and wise-
1y used, For they are likely to prove » snare even to those who
wish to be honest, and are sure to ba & temptation to all who use
them %o depend too muoh on thea suggestion of others rather than on
their own thinking, There is no excuse for such books, and no_
minister should suffer one of them to remain in his library",2

Lutheren pastor will do much better to spend his money, what
1ittles he hae, for books which have a real cultural value and
which hoelp him %o grow in knowledge and officicncy. Tnstead of
plagiarizing printed sermons or imbibing too much of the modern
type of sarmons offerad in the many so-called"Sermon-ialps"(?),
few of which are models worthy of imitation, let the minister
purchase and study the standard sermon c¢ollections by the old
mesters in proachings, and let him read these sermons critically
end professionally, making ample notes, digects, and analysas,
ospacinlly of those elemonte which give to every sermon virility
and charm. Such well—digestcd sermon material the pastor can then
weave into his own“sarmon-itudiou", and he will have, in the
course of ye-rs, an abundance of valuable sermon m=terial to
work ovar into s fresh and original sermon for each new occasion.

Burnet givas thio advice in using other mon's sermons:-

"The sermons of great preachers will help you to learn sermon-
draughtsmanship, adequacy and yet economy of style, how concretely

1.5.7oComb, "Preaching in Theory and Practice",pp.l.10.142,17.38.
2.J.Broadus, "Praparation and Delivery of Sermons",p.l41,
5¢E.8e,Luther,%alther,Stoackhardt,C.C.Schmidt,Kuegele,etc,
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contral doctrines can be applied to life, how a rich mind and
heart can light up a spacious theme, and though your first thourht
will be despsir, your second will be a lifting wonder at the nobls
thins a cermon ¢an be. But with all my’ heart I would warn against
using other men s labors as a substitute for your own., If you are
not careful you will sap and at length atronhy J0¥r own creative
and imaginative powers., Do not employ another man s idea until it
has pussed through the slambic of your own working mind, has your
life in it, and is in a real sense your own"

Naturally, the preaching of ona's old sermons is a criterion
of stagnation and lack of progress, for every pastor should want
to preach a better sermon than he did the last time d4r in years
pone by. Besides, 0ld sermons lose their freshness and vitality,
and seldom are as timely and effactive &as whan preached the first
time., o pastor can efford to deteriorcste or cease to improve as
& prescher, nor is there any excuse for it. "Practice meskes per=-
fect", epplies hore as anyvwhere else, and after many years of
experience, hard study, and constant practice, a minister ought
to bocome o preacher of the highest rank,

iPter all, a pastor has learned only 2 minimum of homiletical
acionce and principles at the seminary, and this elementary know=
lodge wust be increased and expanded from year to yeer, if he
would learn to know this important science well, He ought, there-
fore, raad and study as meny booke and articles on Homileties as
he can afford to buy or is able to borrow. It is a good plan to
write out all the rules and hints on sermonizing, as he comes
across them, and then seek to apply them every time he prepares a

germon. Homiletical studies have unlimited practical value, and

should occupy a prominent place dn his study program.3

leAe¥.Burnet, "Plaading with‘“en“,p.127-

2,Cf.J.H.C.Fritz, Pastoral Theeology",p.89. Hoyt, op.oit.,p 59.

3«5tudy such excellent werks on Homiletics as Reu,Th.Graebner,
Hoyt,Broadus,lLenski,etc, 0? Con.Theol.Mon.,"IIT,p.211.
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DreFritz givee the following good plan for sermonizing:-

"Read the text in the vernacular. Read the context. Read the
originel Greok and Habrew. NMeditate upon the text. Look up par-
allel passages. Again meditate upon the text, working with pen
in hend and jotting down various thoughts. ‘lake a preliminary
skatch, or outline. Then(not before) road commentaries, sermon
helpe, sermons(not for the purpose of copying, but for a battar
undorstdnding of the text-'think yourself empty, then read your-
self full'), Meditate again upon the text, restudy the outline
and, if necessary, correct it or improve upon it. Carefully write
the sermon in full, if possible at one sitting (since memorizing
coneiets in good thinking, the memory work will have largely been
done whaon the amen of the sermon has been written .on the manu-
script), Being filled up with his text, the preacher will be able
to tall it to othere".)

It the pastor is an earnest student and a Christian scholar
and spends his morning hours in intensive exeogetical, dogmatical,
and homiletical study; if he plans his work well and builds up.a
Tine library of well-stocked note-books, he will not be at a loss
8t sny time for suitable texts, sermon material, illustrations,etc,
"lso his pastoral work, his contacts with his mombers, and his
own Christien experience will supply his mind with meny fine
thoughts for his sermon. Let the preacher, above all, pack his
sarmons with Biblical thoughts and illustrations, and preach
Christien dooctrine. As éhillipa Brooks aptly says:-

"No preaching ever had any stronger power that was not the
preaching of doctrine. The preeachers that have moved and held men
heve always preschad dootrine. Ho exhortation to a good 1life that

does not put behind it some truth as deep as otarnity can seize
and hold the conscience".?

And %lijeh Brown remarks:-

"The preacher who packs hie sermons with Bible material is al-
ways interesting, and there is no complaining that his sermons
are too long, and especially is this true of_ the preacher who in
a real sense fills his sermons with Christ'".-

l1.J.H.0.,Fritz,"Pastoraltheology",p«99.
2.Phillips Brooks,"Lectures on Preaching®,p.45,
3« e Brown, "Point and Purpose in Preaching',p.165,
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It ia a pity that pastorel conferences do not spend more time
with homiletical studies and the discussion and criticiom of ser-
mons, & good old prectice which has beon dropped alwost entirely
for no good reason. Preachors should learn from others how to
preach and to help each other with good advice and constructive
criticiesm, itany ministers go on preaching from year to year and
imagine that they are excellent preachers, but if they could see

hemsolves as othore see them they would come to a real awakening.
To quote Flijah Brown again:-

"It 10 a great misfortune to a preacher never to hear any bigger
preaching than he can do himsalf, for without such opportunity he
hae a emall chance to discover himstlf“

Uesan C.Re.Brown puts it thua:-

"The dniivery of a sermon is no easy task. Thore are soma men
whom you simply cannot listen to, however you may try. There aro
other men whom you can listen to by a steady and resolute efforte.
There are other men who speak in such fashion that you cannot help
lietening to them. It is of us to strive, overy one of us, to be
enrolled in the third clase".®

Although the exegetical, dogmatical, and homiletical studies
are of major importance, and will take up, perhaps, the entire
morning hour, avery pastor should devote some time each week to
improve his knowledge of the other theological branches. Church
fHistory, and the history asnd progress of Christian Missions, has
great cultural and practical value for the pastor and he should
be thoroughly familiar with the great movemaents and activities
in the Church? He should also become dailly more efficient in the

practical work of hil pattbral and church life, and to that end

l.%.Brown, "Point and Punpodo in Pre-ohing ",p. k0.
2¢CeReBrown, “The Art of Prqaohing 2P+ 155,

|
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3+iead the histories by Sohaf;,Kuqtz,Flthor,oto. Con.Theol.Mon.8,208, |
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he ought to do much reading in Psstoral Theology, Liturgics,
Church Arehitecture,nto.' And as a teacher, especially of child-
ren in confirmation classes,etc.; he should try to imbibe as much
of the learning as possible that has hecome aveilable in the
finlds of Religious Education, C-techetics, and Young Peoploa'Work.:2
oyt says, rogurding theological studies in genaral:-

"411 studies have their direct and vital relation te preaching:
The Greeck and Hebrew, that we may have in the sermon the honest,
anccurate, fresh mossage of Cod; Theology, that we may understand
the relation of one truth to another, and so present the Gospel
in its trua proportion; History, that we may haove the -perspective
of truth and make men realize the continuity of faith; occial
othica, thet we may understand the prerctical problems of our gen=-
eration and the relation of Christianity to thewm, Socecevery study
has practieal bearing upon tha work of Homiletics, Homiletics
toaches the minister to apply and render fruitful in the service

of the Church of God the knowledge which he has already acquired
in the theoretie domain",?

fvery panstor will do well to compile a bibliography of use-
ful books which pertain to a particular branch of theological

knowledge, oand ha eshould try to obtain end study ss many of these

ag possible.

It might seem entirely unnecessary to remind the Lutheran
pestor that he should read much in the works of Luther. But it
is deplorable how 1ittle Luther is resd, how few pastors even
'wn his books and give at least some of their time to the study
of his great.writings. Oonsequently, the mighty power ond spirit
of HMertin Luther is an un''nown quantity in the 1life and work of
many Luthsran passters. It is true, Luther's complete works in

Germen cost considerable money, but to own them is a far better

l.E,ps.'althar,fritz,0erberding ,Xrotzmenn,etec. Con.Theol.¥on,8,241,
2.‘..‘1:.& «R0u, ratzmann,eto. Cf.Con.Theol.Mon. sVOol.VIIT ,521 05690
3.A.C.Hoyt,"The York of Preaching",p.56. Cf.Broeadus,op.cit.,p.l125f.
4,360 the lists of books recommended in Con.Theol.Hon.VIII,206£F.
Cf.the "Outlines of the Concoerdia Seminary Correspondence Coursas”,
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investmant than the acquisition of se many useless bools on ser-
mons, outlines, illustrations, etc., and especially of the more
populcrcanes and erutches" found in the libraries of many pastors.
Luther's worke can ba purchased in installments, or one volume at
& time, and it ought to be possible to study at least one volume
& year, so that, after tweaty-five years in the ministry,a Lutheran
minister can manage to read the complete works of our foremost
theologian at least once, and in that wey he has acquired a stora
of theological knowledge which he could obtain from noe other 1lib-
rary of any size. As he reads Luther, let the passtor anter copious
notes in his books on sermon-studies; exegetical study eof Bibl»
"toxto, pastoral probloms, raeligious educetion, atc, Hore is the
pity, if Lutheran pastors do not learn enough Garman, so that thay
can road Luther in his own langu ge, as Luther can be understood
best only in Caerman. To be sure, theres are some fairlj good English
trenclations of some of Luther'n writings, aqd et least that much
a Lutheran pastor should possess and know of Luther.
Says Dr.Fritzi~

"Tn Luther's Works the pastor will find an abundance of theo=
logical m teris) that will help him bettar to understand the
Seriptures and will aid him in eapplying it as the needs of his
people demand",!
Dr.Pritz devotes two pages of his"Pastoral Theology"te guotatiens
which stress the 1mporﬂnnoo of reading and studying Luthor.;l
‘nd Dr.%alther writes:= ;

"Luther's Works are an almost inexhaustible mine for all bran-
ches of theology; they are & thesaurus filled with so wmuch infor-

T.J.H.C.Fritz, Tastoral Theology'spsb6e
2 ihid,p.6 end Te
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mation thet they thomselves can replace quite « large library,
but could not be repliced by nver 8o large a librsry...It is,
indeed, a delight to road Luther's sermons, One finds his own
likeness on every pagae”,!
Dre.Christopher Sonntag spoke the woerds so often quoted:-

“Ouo propior Luthero, eo melior theologus®,
Even the Reformed theelogiean J.M.Hoppin says of Luther:-

"All of Luthoi's werks and words are mines of practical wisde=-
end suggestion; end if the theological student would imbue his
mind with the regally truthful and bravely eonfessing spirit eof

.Luther, he would be, like him, even in these dull days, a refor-
mor of the Church of God",*

ean of many Reformed denominetions express a similar admiratioen
of Ur.Luther,; and Hoyt says that Luther expresses the ideal prea-
chor? Let Lutheren pestors, then, become faithful and therough

studonts of Luther and ef his powerful messages, unexcellad alas

for our age and times.

L}

nfortunately, the busy pastor will, to his seorrow, not find
much time availeble for the reading ef secular ligerature, and
for such studies which are very useful for ganeral culture. His
morning hours he cannot afford to divert to this purpose, his
afternoons are usually taken up by pastoral calls, catechetical
inetruction, ete., while his evenings, if not consumed altorethar
by attending constantly at church meetingsa, will allow him very
little spere time, and he should have some time for his family
and for racreation. But occcasionally hae can find a little spare

time, and perhaps 2 vacation period, when he could indulge in a

little lighter and general reading.

l.Ce¥.".%alther,"Proper Diltinution,cto.',p.Sj.

2.J.¥.Hoppin: ,"Pastoral Theology".

3¢4.5.Hoyt,"The Work of Preaching",p.19. Of.Broadus,op.cit.,p.357.
4.Cf.Concordia Theological Monthly,IV,563; VII,23.678.577.
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A pastor must necessarily read a daily newspaper to keep ab=-
reast of tha news and events of the day. "hile he should not waste
his time with such reading, and shoul@ allow only a brief period
in the evening for this purposey, he should ocarefully clip and
paste all important items into a large scrap-book, which, if in=
daxed, may letor serve him in good stead.

In gonaral, howover; he should confine himself to the reading
of good boocks, and only the best, since he has no time to waste on
traeh, and has no usse for it, As Hugh Black says, it is a good
plan to give most of our spare time for reading to the great stan-
dard accraditad booka,l“Non multa, sed multumn®,is the best rule
to fellow in all our reading.

"The minister", says Hoyt,"needs the preparation of general cul-
ture. Ho must be & reader of some of the world's baest books. He
needs to be intelligent and appreciative in other fields than tha-
ologys. i‘he growth of the world's knowledre and literature makaes
salection imperative. But a system in work and a concentration
while we work will find the hour for genaral reading".?

Grenville Kleiser says:=-

"Apart from specific studies, you should form the habit of rer-
ularly roading well-choesen books...to get facts and for style and
epirit, and for general infermation and knowledge. Coafine your=-
self to pgood literature".?

The study of good literature, especielly the Tnglish and American
and German classics, and the Greek and Latin classics at least in
good trenelations, is recommended in scores of monographs dealin

with gensral culture, and most of them supply excellent liats to

chosa fron.4

l.Hugh Black,"Practice of Self=Culture",p.1l1l7,

2.4.5.Hoyt,"The Work of Presching",p.68.

3.C.Xleisaer,"How to Build Mental Power",p.241.

4.sea .the 1ist given by Th.Graebner in"Fastor as Student,etc.|Pt.II.
Cf.Concordis Theological Manthly,VII,677.




51.

But especially for onse definite purpose should & paster read
muceh good literature, bhoth in English snd in Cerman, namely, to
improve hies vocabulery, his style of writing and speaking, and.to
master the language, or langusgec, in which he must preach the
io0spel., [t is not to tha credit of many pastors that they are such
Poor linyuists and do not use the very best Fnglish diction and
gtyle in their sermones and conversations., The sound words of
Christien doctrine cennot ba precanted clearly and forcefully, ex-
cept by the usa of sound words of language., Not only must proper
terms be employed, but the langusge in which our speech is clothed
must be the very best and clearest and powerful.

Brosdusg saye on this pointi:=

"Groat sttention ought to be given to the use of language in
ordinery writing and conversation. There should be the habit of
seeking the most exact terms, and of constructing sentaences which
shall be gremmatical, and yet siaple and easy. Coquerel says,'Tn
order to speak well sometimes, it is neccesary to spaak well alwsys®.

And ¥1lijeh Brown advises that

"tho preccher should work incessently in building up his vocabu-
lary. He will need the help of the best vocabulary he can acquire..
Head the bast Fnglish you can find. Read and write =nd talk in
the best vocabulary that cemes to you. There is alweys room for
inprovement in the words of our mouths. Reading, writing, and con-
versing, craeatee facility and felicity in the usae of language in

public®.,=

It goes without saying, thaet we learn our best %nglish from con-
stently reading the best literature, from frequent use of a good
dictionary, and by being cereful always of our words and speesh,

as Abreham L;ncoln was known and noted to be.

l.J.8roa‘us, "Preparation and Delivery of Sermons',p.471.
2¢F.Brown,"Point and Purpese in Preaching",p.106,




52

benski writee that"Jesus' concern was to be understood, and that

|
is what lenguage forms arae for".

"Lanpuasge",says ".Gladden,"is the instrument by which the
groater part of the minister's work is dene. The 7ord of God
must reach the minds of men through the languege of men. The en-
richment of our utterance, the improvement of all those faculties
by which thought finds expression,-~this must ever be a large
part of the duty of all who desire to be the messengers of Cod
to mon",

Kleiser saye:-

"Inpglieh is the most valuable qingle study, To be able to speak
and write correctly and easily, to have a command of words, is
an important asset",”

Jesidans speaks words which contein a golden truth:-

"If you wish to write with an elevated tone you should saturate
your mind with the Bible".(He means the Authorized Version).t

Broadus romerks:-

"The study of literature contributes still more to the improve-
ment of style, than the direct study of languasge, From reading we
go2in much in the knowledge of languege, espocially as to richness
of vocabulary, fulness of axpression. 3y reading we form our lit-
erary taste,-a matter of unspeakable importance...Preachers ought
to derive great benefit in point of style, from their constent
rogdin; and minute study of the Fnglish Bible. The Scriptures em- _
broce almost every species of style, and esch with many varieties”.’

And finally,Hoyt says:-

"Reading not only meketh a full man, but trains the powars to a
varied stylo. English literature 1s in many weays the richest field
outsida the Bible for the preacher's training and treasures. Such
studies wilil be drawing from the pure well of Fnglish speech. You
will get the use of the best and choicest diction. The preacher
should be the constant student of langusge, both in the best lit-
erature and in the daily speech of men'.

In regard to the various forms of literature and the study of other

secular branches, he must follow his own interests and judgment.

1,R.C.H.Lonski, "Interpretation of St.Luke",p.472.
2.7.Clodden, The Christian Paster,stc.",p.86.
5«Go.%loiser, "How to Succeed in Life",p.39.

4.J.Adams, "Vaking the Most ef One's Self",p.174.
S5.J.Broadus, "Preparation and Delivery of Sarmons",p.350.353.
6.A.S.Hoyt,"The Work of Preaching",p.75.
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The pastor's intellectual self-culture is not only depondent
on tho study of books, but in no emall degroe alsc on his know-
ladge and study of man and of human nature.

As Hamilton Wright Yable says:-

'The knowledge which we get from booke must be supplemented by
that which we cen gain from lifo, by etudying intelligently con-
ditions about us, and using every opportunity of gathering the
kind of information which familiarizes us with other conditions

than those in which we live".!

‘roadus romarkai-

"A prescher's knowledge of human nature, and knovledge of the
world, his experience of life, and especially of the religious
lifa, his conversation with those around him, his perpctual re-
flection upon everything felt, observed, or heerd,-these afford
a lorge part of hie most valusblae materiale",”

711§ h “rown stresses thie point in particulari- 3

"The better the preacher knows the pecple to whom he is to preach
the easisr it will be for him to have clearly defined purposes in
his prosching. A knowlodge of individual neads maokes it eessy to
suit the preaching to the people in the;pews. A liberal knowledge
of factc relating to human nature in general iec certein to be of
much value, Neither in public nor in privete, by tongue or pen, ocan
men influence mén, unlees they have acted upon the principle thot
the proper study of mankind is man. In connection with your study
of human neture, as you mingle with men, it will also be helpful
to notice how truly human nature hae been brought out in the RBible.
No such bhook on humen nature cen be found as God's book, for it
never makes & mistake in ite etchings of character. In his quest
for knowledge that will have power in it for him, the preacher
would do well to learn all he can about the thinge that have much

to do with the daily life of his people".3
Hoyt eZys that we are always to study life, and got as close to

"the heorts of men as we can. Here is the real argument for gener-
ous culture and sympathies, not only thetiesueh a l1life is larger,
with more resources within, but chiefest that such 2 1life has

more ways by which the Word may be given to others".?

"If a preacher does not understand human nature", says Beecher,
"he is not fit to preach. You must be familiar witk men. The study

of man is the highest of soiences”.”

l. uoted hy O.5.Marden, "Making Yourself",p.217.
2.J.3roedus, "Preparation and Pelivery ef Saermons”,p.127.
3.%.Brown, "Point and Purpose in Preaching",p.10.94.96.
4.A.5.Hoyt,"The Work of Preaching"”,pp.71.81.
S.L.Beacher,"Ynle Lectures”,p.85.
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John "ateon seys that

"the minieter ought to be soaked in life...thet he may state
hie Cos 6l in terms of human experianca., It was Jesus' felicitous
manner to remove His Yvengel from the sphers of abstract discus=
sion and to assert its reasonableness in the sphere of lifae,'"hat
men smong you?' was His favorite plez",

A peetor cen and should learn much about people and human
life in goneral by studying the standard books on psychology and
sociology, but he must take advantage of every opportunity to
learn to know the members of his own congregation betier and
better, to understend their needs and viewpoints, to be able to

diarnose their ailments, to give sympathetic counsel and aid,etc,

Rau says that

“the preacher would make & serious mistake and jeapordize the
success of his labors if he would neglect to make the life of his.
own conpgrogation the subjeoct of systematic observation end pains-

aking study". - !

-

ind Dy,Fritz, who also quotes the above statament, adds:-

"A proacher ought to know what the special dangers are against
which his congragation must be warned, what'defects are in the
spiritual life of his parishioners, how hie¢ peopl® are being in-
fluenced by their environment, by what they read and by the parti-
cular tendancies of the time in which they live; he must alse
take into considaration such things as the degrea of spiritual
enlightenment, the cultural stendsrd, the social standing, the
age of his people,etec. A pactor who neglects to do this will not
only deprive hias congregation of the spiritual food which it needs,
but will perhaps commit many foelish acts in dealing with his !
people, misunderstand end offend them...If we are able to recog- |
nize the different types of human belnge, we can undarstand the
individual human being better, and to understand him better means
to bs better able to approach and to help him...A pastor should
be personally well acquainted with the individual members of his
congrepgation, the children included. The paster is a spiritual
physician. He should study the individual church-member in refer=-
ence to his characster, dispositioen, temparamaent, opinions, en-
vironment, education, friends end aocquaintances, occupation, busi-
ness associates, osoverty gr wealth, special hobbies, reading,
physical conditien,eto.".

leJ.%atacn, "Cure of Souls’,p,55.
2.1.Reu, "Homilation", (Quoted by Fritz,op.cit.,p.88).
3+d.H.CsFritz,"Pastoral Theology",pp.88.203.185.




Dr.falther saysi=

"fhe rreatest diffioulty is encountered in dealing with true
Christiene according to their particular spiritual condition. One
has a weak, another a strong faith; one ie cheerful, another
sorrowful; one is sluggish, another buraing with zeal; one has
only a little spiritual knowlodge, another is deeply gro nded
in the %ruth",'

%ocial, edecnomie, snd cultural conditiones affect the work of the
Churchs 'h¢ nastor dare not ignore them, nor be ignorant of how
to des1 gith thems Therefore, in the words of Uroadus,

“let ‘the preacher strive to understand the strength and weak-~
noss of the age-its tendencies and discapes-its illusions and
hopec., The wise preacher will know poople individually, and how
to apply the truth to their special needs. No man can keep fresh
in the pulpit without keeping up both spiritual snd social con-
tact with the people”.>

fhe preacher",says ¥eComb,"must betimes lesve his books, get to
know men not simply et the social gathering, but in private heart-
to-heart sympathatio intercourse. The sermon should keep close
to the realities of 1lifae",? %
lerke eays that we need a certain general knowlodge of human
nature in order to gain a special aelf-knowlodgaf*

The needs of the souls to whom the pastor seeks to minister
are many and various. No two cases are alika; each is & separate
study. lspacially wmust the pastor exercise much discretion in the
visitation of the sick., It is,thaerefore, very important that the
pastor at all times study men and individuals in their daily li-
ves and surroundinpgs, and that he make a caroful note of all his

observations in a nete-book which he must, of course, keep strict-

§
ly co fidential and puard ageinst being read end used by others.

1,C.F.7.%"althaer,"Proper Distinetion,etc«"p.57.
2.J.8roadus,"Prepsration and Delivery of “ermons”,p.l48.
3.5.cComb, "Preaching in Theery :nd Practice”,p.149.
4,9.7.Clarke, "Self=Culture”,p.99.

5.0f.Concordia Theological Menthly,VIII,15.2457¢,
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How to spproach and win etrangers and the unchurched for the
kingdon of Cod, ie sleo an art which requires life~longz study
frém bocks a8 well as frem personsl observation and experience.
flere the poster iec helped only by the study of menkind in general

and by the experience of such who have been successful misasion-
(

-':E'Z'Lﬁ" ®

pestor should, howaver, not only study booke and men, but
he should meke a special and continuous study of his own Self,
in order to discover his own mistakes and shortconings, and teo
Beoix wayec and meens of solf-imprevemeont. He should be thoroughly
varsed in the principles of psychology and constantly apply these
principlec to the workings of his own mind. And as he seeks to
improve himself by a rigorous self-culture, so he should also at
all times wolcome and haad wal—moa;t criticism; in fact, he
should try tb.profit from criticism of every kind, especially

gugh criticism whieh is offered by hie wife, hiec fellow-pastors,

and his own church-maembers.

Says Broadus:=

"4 man should continue through life to learn from his mistakes.
Never fall inte the stereotyped metheds of treating your subjects;
oherish and cultivate a restless longing to preach better. There
is among preachers a deal of lotent power which naver gets itself
developed...B3e¢ always yourself, your actual, natural self, but
yourself develepsd, cerrected, improved inte the very best you

are by nature cepable of beceming®.
Elijah Brown gives this fine advice:=-

"Improve yourself all you can by culture and training, but be
eure it is your own self that you are improving. One of the great-
¢8t hindrances to suecessz in the ministry is self-conceit. This
blinds a wan to the ability of ethern and gives him an exaggerated
epinion of his own...%neourage your wife tc tell you when you are

1.cr.J.u.c.r«‘r1u,'Fa-toial Theolegy "#pe«285Lf .
2.J.Broadua,“Propprati-h and Delivery of Sermons”,pp.l49.15.
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beginning to fall inte preacher ways, mennerisms, and faults of
apeach, and don't turn blue around the ears when she does it. We
would 211 be batter prenchers if we would occasionally have an
A=ray turned on ourselves, our motives and the work wa do, Ta
should pget all the lessons and hinte we can from e¢riticisem when-
evaer it comes, and whonever we discover a real fault we should
“ry to hit it squarely hetween the eyes. An honaest eritiec is a

faithful friend,and happy is the man who has one".

UDreFritz maintains that

"the greateat problem in the Church is the pastor. "Like people,
like priest'.(Qualis rex, talis grex). A miniaster of Jesus Christ
should become great by sarvicae. This is a laudable ambition",2

'elf=discovery", says lMarden,"is the initial step in the de-
velopment of human possibilities, True education is a system .of
sellf-ravalation., Solf~discovery and self-inmprovement go hand in

hand".

Fleiser rocommends:=-

‘n important step 1s to be fearlees in your sclf-exemination..
Do not deal too gently with your own faults as you discover them,
Try to be as candid in determining your own short-conmings as you
would regard those of another person".?

Clarke says that

‘the great advantage of any self-study which shows us what are
our special organic defects and corresponding gifts and powers,
is that it makes us both humble and hopeful. Self-conceit comaes
from a vague imagination of possessing some great genius or
superiority end not from any sctual, precise, knowledre of what

we are'.,
Coleridge said that the majority of mankind are nowhare greater

strangers than at homa, in the inner world of their neture. And

“cComb adds that it is to this lack of self-knowladge that many

6
failures in the pulpit are to be traced.

l.%.8rown, "Point and Purpose in Preaching",pp.130.133,26.
2.J.H.2,Fritz,"Pastoral Theology",pp«14.15,
Je0.8.Marden, "“aking Yourself",p.3.
4.G6.Xleiser,"How to Build Mental Powor",p.k67.
5eJ.F.Clurka, "Self=Cyliture”,p.105.
6+8iMcComb, "Preaching in Theory end Practice",p.95.
Ve are reminded of the words ef Rebert Burns:s
"QO wad some power the giftie gie us,
To pee ourselves as othere see us',
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I¥. Physiocal Self=Culture.

Tvery pastor sheuld at all times take proper care of his
phyeical fitnese; and should strive to fellow a sane and happy

maedium %o preserve and improve his health, his general well-

being, and all of his physecial powers,

"So many books", eays J.F.Clarks,"have been written on the
care of the hody and of the health, and 89 much ettontion hes
been called to hygienics, that it is not necessary to go inte
datails., The bedy must have its due exeraise, fooed, sleaep, be-
cause it is the temple of the soul., A certain amoufitef sut-of-
dooyr 1life is necessary to bodily health, and without boedily
health how oan we have mantel vigore...% glorify God with our

body by kaeping it in geod health...Bodily health is the foun-
dation of all rouaded self-culture, all integral development”, .

Saye Dr.Fritsi-

“% pocr condition of health, = frail body, and a weakenad
c)n"t'tuuion will greatly interfere with the werk of = paster.,
4 punstor gshould be a man whe can endure the physical strain and
hPrdnnlﬂu which his work eoupele him te underge. He ehould
therafore give anttontion te ragular habits of 1life, to diet,
alenp, axercise, and recreation. !iens sane in corpore sanc...

‘e owe it to Goed to take care of our bodyeeeTho first law of
heslth de andes thet we conferm to God's law of regularity and
that we therefere cultivate regular habite eof living. !edarn
conditions of life often meke this difficult, and therefore so
mueh the more determination in this raespect is required. But it
is worth the effort. Ve shoeuld rather seck to prevent illness 2
than to cure it; rathar to preserve health than te restere it",

Yleiser remerks that

"daily attention to physical exercise is essential te gooad
work. Everything you do depends primarily upon your health. If
the powers of your bedy sre waak, you can not properly apply
voursalf to mental work. Powar to cencentrate has its hasis in
robust health. Give a few minutes daily to pleasant exercise.
‘“alking is one ef the best forms of physical exercise, ¢l done
proparly. Fresh air, sufficient and suitable exercise, proper
habits of eating, and a due omount of relaxation and emusement,
are all of service in the cultivatien of bodily viger. Yeu should
have the wiedom te economize your mental and phyaioal labora by

judicious direction and system"

leJd.¥.Clarke, "50lf~Culture®,pp.54.66

2.J.H.C.Tritz,"Pasteoral Theelogy",p.21s Ho also gives valuable
sugrestione regarding the ecare of the bedy and health.

3+G.Kleiser,"Hew te Build “ental Pewer",pp.244.309.
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¥lijeh Brown says that

"phynicsl discipline is eertain te suggest and promete physical
sg¢li-respect, The attitude of strength and dignity will soon make
a men feael the way he looks. The preacher should endeaver by fora=-
thought and prudence to keep himself up te concert piteh in

physicel vigor o1
+Storrs puts it thus:=

"The intellectusl man is always then in the best conditien for
ef"active, vigorous, sustained mentel effort, when his physical
visor ia most nearly at ite height,..7e muet maintain, as far as
we can, full health of bedy, if we would discourse to man on the
themes of the Osspel with any suecess'”.

Js'atoon hae these significant words:-

“Ya it is ths will of God that the Church should be fed and
guarded by a human ministry, there is no man on the face of the
earth who hes such respensibility, snd who ought te take such care
of himself, as the minister of Christ. And first he must ses to
his health, for the spiritusl prosperity of a cengraegation depends
very larpely on the minister being not only sound in dectrine but

alose sound in hedy".3
Fhillips Brooks advises pastors:-

"Rememher that the care fer your health, the avcidance of nervous
waste, the training of your voice, and everything alse that you do
for your body is not merely an economy of your organs that they :
may bae fit for certain works; it 1s a part of the self-consecratian
which cannet be divided, and which altogethor makes you ths medium 4
through which God may reach His children's lives". ,

finally, Hugh Black stateoi=

""he New Testament never throwe contempt on the bedy, but acom=
mends & wise and sane trestment, and aven when adveosating a higher
kind of diseipline does not denounce bodily training. Clear visioen,
eand kean incight, and true faeling, and productive energy in all
forms of art depend on conditions of health of body and mind and
soul, Health te a large extent determines the officiency of our

lives".,S

The best form of physiocal exercise, according to the general

consensus of opinien, is Welking. The auntemobile hes deprived man

l.iw1lijah Brown, "Point and Purpese in Preaching”,p.ld.
2,R.8torre,"Preaching "ithout Notes®,pp.83.85. -
5.d."atson,"Cure of Souls”,p.275.

4.Phillips Broeoks,"Lectures on Preaching",p.41.
5,Hugh Blaek, ""The Practice ef Self=Culture”,p.39.
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te a great extent of this ﬁent and echeapest mesns of preserving
and sirangthening his physical well-being. Puasteres would seone-
nize time, money, and bodily enargy, if they would ride less and
wall mors, espeeially when making haouse-to-houss calls and visit=-
ing their church-members. *"uech time saved by rapid transportation
@y be offeet and more than lost by weeks of illness brought on

by neglect of physieal exercise,

Broadus gaye that

"go far as o man s health and vigor ie conecerned, a waek's
quiet walking is vwerth more thsn a week's travel on the cars,
thourh the letter should earry him thousands of miles?®,/

«Brown ie right, when he says that bodily exercise, and especi-

ally woalking, has s highly stimulsting influcnce over the brain-:l

RE

arvden advisest

“If you want to keep yourself fit, in the pink of conditien,
which means also 8t your maximum point of efficisney, got out of
doors more; aexercise more in the epen air; not too strenuously,
but naturelly, normally, in a wholesome way. Cultivate the walk-
ing habit; breathe deeply while walklag, and forget about your
oroblems and all ether cares, Don't forget that the bow that is

alweys bent, leges the power to unbend®.?

Every minister ought to have & lerst one therough examinatien
@& yoar by his physiecian and dentist. He should alse tufe proper
care of his syes, by aveiding ever-straining them and by con-
geulting e good oeculist when his eyes cause trouble or when
suffering from hesdaches, for he must have good eyes te be able
to study and te de his work effioicntlj.

It may seem trite to mention the impertsonce of cleanliness

of the body, of the teeth, and of hie clothing.A paster can

leJd«Breadus, "Praoparation and Yelivery ef Sermens”,p.l132.
2.%.3rewn,"Point and Purpose in Preacshing”,p.76.
3.0.8.Marden, "Making Yoeurself",p.285,
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herdly be too"fussy"about his persen, although he should net be
vein about his general appoearanoce, hecsuse of the %4tremendous
iuprassion for pgood or bad whieh eur personel sppesrance makes
upon othar people. Dr.Fritz' edvice is important:-

"The paster should alse give due attention to his pesrsonal
sppearancae {(body and elothes) and at all timas and places ob-
serve good manners, the common rules of etiquetie™,!

find Moyt wernoi-

“"hatever will offend a pure tuste in person and dress sheuld
be evoidad. The preacher has ne right to forget what e is doing
until netural and pleesing habits ere fermed. The preacher's
appecsrance end manner in the pulpit have no little te de with

persusgion®.?

The importance of constant ocheerfulness and optimism, as a

poond pragerver and stimulant of robust health, and alse because

it increases a pastor's influence and popularity with the peeple,
ca:n not be overstressed, and the paster will profit in every

way, if he follewe the slogan:"XKeep on Smiling'.

Sayse Mardent-

"Don't fritter away your easrgy in fretting or werrying abeut
anything; conserve it for the main issue. liske every bit of foroce
tall in your life-work. 7hatever is good of the mind is also
good for the body. Thoughts that inspire, thet encourage, kindly
thoughts, are 211 healing to the body a3 well as te the mind",3

According o G.¥leiser, one should try to forda oanstanﬁ, perma=-

naont habit of celm, confident eptimiam:* :
Ona physical ergan in perticular the pester should by ne

means nagleect to preserve, to ocultivate and impgovc, as zmuch as

possible. Thet is hie Voiee. 7ithout a good, pleasant, and well-

moduluted veice & preacher cannoet impress his people with his

1. J.l.C.Prtitz, "Pastoral Theology",p.22
2./.0.Hoyt, “The York ef Preaching®,p.290.
Je0s8iilarden, "liaking Yourself®,pp.315.311.
4.G.Kleiser,"How te Succeed in Life",p.65,

T




62,
meesepe, os he ought to; and ihe neglect of his voice wmway sherten

the tenure of his miniatryJ
EeBrown ssye, in regard te the voice:

"fhe voice hes se much to do with the effectiveness of the
presehing that very particular and eonstant attention ought te be
piven te it. The preacher ought te look after his voice as care-
fully as the woodman after hls axa, or the farmer after his plow,
for it is the thing upon whieh the success of his minietry will
largely depend. A poor voice is absut the poorest thing that ever
r9es into the pulpit. "hat a speesker needs 1is to strengthen his
erdinary conversational voioae'",?

«Horton warns thai

"ge far as the voice can be produced by caraful cultivation,
and nodulated by study and practiee, the preacher sheuld see %o
it that, like a good workman, he shall never mar his message by

& flaw in the. inetrument".
ind L.2urnat ssys that

"evan & poor natural volee, if the preacher has learnt te
breathe properly, te watch emphasis, and to be resilient in
intonation, can work wonders",

Broadus advises that

"we seok by ganeral exercise and carc to form such habits ef

spesch and bearing, that there may be littla need to give then

ettention when actuslly engaged in public speaking”.”

“ilson advises to aim always at clearness, distinetness, pleas~
antnecse, fulness, sincerity, aexpressiveness, and naturalness of
tene. And ne recommends desp bresathing exercises as ebsolutely

negeasary for a good use of the veice, &as well as for general

health.b

1.0f .. Sonmer, "Volee=Training fer Speakers"(Concordin).
2.L.8rown, "Point end Purpese in Preaching”,p.l12.
3¢R.F.Horten, "Verbum Dei",p.274.

40447 ,Burnet, "Pleading with ken",p.174.
S.J.Breadue, "Preparation =nd PDelivery of Serxens”,pp.486.477fF.

6.0.n.wilson,"3aking the Most ef Curselves®,p,24,
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¥T77. ¥Woral Salf-Culturae.

“neh hes been written, and even more ean be s2id, about the
moral qualities whieh should be found in every Christian pastoer,
and abhout the constant end rigid discipline which a minister
muat apply teo the developmant ef his oharncter.f; pastor should
et all timee be a perfect Christian gentlemean, and he sheould ex-
hibit in himeelf to the highast degree all thoné morel virtues
and roquisites which are demanded of all men by the ethieal

endardes of humen society, and espeoially which the Lerd expects

)]
c*

£ 211 Hie Christisne, as fruits ef their faith and es evidences
of ¢ panctified Shristien life. Tho pastor ecpeeially should
haed conctently the admonitien of the Apostle Paul:- j

hatsoever things are true, whatseaver things are honast,
wvhateoever thiange are just, whatseaver things are pure, whatsoe-
evor things ave lovely, whatsoever things are of good report: 3
if thoere be any virtue, and if there be uny praise, think en j
theee things". "

It is true, as Ur.Fritz says:-

""soantially the pestoer does net differ from sny other Christ-
isn, but in hism the Christiasn character snd the Christisn vir-
tuaes ought to be mere highly developed: he ought to be an out-
standing example of a2 Christian men among Christian men,l1Tim.%,12.
It zoee without sayisg that a pastor should strive at all times X
and in 211 pleces and under all circumstances to be a perfest )

Christian gentlemen".*",

John luskin advised his audiences:

"Seg that no day passes in whieh you do not mnke yourself a
somgwhat better ereature; and in erder to do that, find oeut, first,
what you are news Do not think vaguely about it, Try to get

strength of heart enough to leok yourself fairly in the raoo“.3

10 ?hil.l',gl -
2, J.H.C.Pritz,"Pastoral Theology",npel5.17.185.,
3. John Ruskin,"Sesame:and Lilies”,Intreduction.
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ODrefritz liste the following mercl (epiritual) quelities which
sheuld be fouasd and developed in a Lutheran paster: sincerity,
unselfishnees, humility, gravidy, cheerfulnesns, purity, patience
and endurence, faithfulness. To each virtue he edde & hrief,’
pithy oxplanatién, and he coneludes with these worda:-
"ihe pastor does his work and uses his time with comparativaely

little supervision, but he should always be econscientious and
romeuwber that he is accruntable te God, att.25,14-30",/

Drer.liretzmann enumarates the following qualifications which

sheuld ba found in every'"eoul-winoner", and these ought certainly’

be found in the pester to the higheqt degree: humility, self-

respect, fidelity, veracity or truthfulness, sincarify, enthusi-

asu, diligence, patience, tact, saelf-denial, firmness, courage, |

affability, conscientiousness, politeness, dignity, chastity,

punctuality, sywp: thy. And he adds succinctly:-

“These virtﬁoa are usclecs without such thoreurh understending
as comes from s diligent study of the Bible".?

it would lead too far afield, te desceribas 2ll thase virtues
: and moral gualitiees in detail, but let evaery pastor leapn to
know and to develop them in himseelf by an intensive and constant
study of the meral precepts of the Bible, and by reading some

good books en Christian Ethioa? ]

//%nithful and sincere pestors will agree with John Hell:-

. "In meny instances pasters might, without injury te themselves,
do or enjoy that whieh would'effead'the people. And in matters
of =zere personal gratification, a true minister will ferego
righte, bocaugse he is bent en duties. He will avoid that whieh,
though to him indiffersnt or innocent, yet would raise 2 preju-

dice ageinst his nesaago".ﬁ)

+daliaC.7ritz,"Pastoral Thoology”spvl5'
eFuls¥retzmann, ""hile It fa Dgy“,piﬁ6ff.
«lieRau's"Christian Ethicse",is one of the best taxts.

1
2
3
4.John Hall"Ced's ®eord Threugh Preaching",p.241.Nota.
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Gslleiner saye:=

"Ihere =2re muny things which hove a strenz and advantageous
influence over the whele moral eside of our nature, by means of
which you can rapidly develop your moral paerceptliens. Character
is the diseipline of self=-restraint...The feelinge and emotions
can be adugnted in one direction or another according to your
desire for excellance and perfection...It is highly important
that you sxemine them critiecally and study to bring them under
proper control, The feelinge whiech you indulge within yourself (
are the feelinge which will grow and develep in your character',

"The nreacher®", says 7".Cladden, "ought te be courteous and a
Lindly man, with some genius for friendship, with the power of
draving te himself the old and the young, end the strangers
within end without the gates, The qualities which inspire not
only rospaect, bhut cenfidence and affection, are grestly to be
desired in a pastor",?

‘horndike has saids=-

"Tantelleet ond character are ctrengthened, not by any subtlae
and essy umetamorphesis, but by the esteblishment of particular
idees and acts under the law of habit...The price of a disciplined
intellect and will 1e eternal vigilance in the formation of ha-
Ditsessllabit rules us but it alse nover foils us',

Tha p&stor should at 211 times axerdise and cultivate self-
eontrol, has caln and raserved, no matter what happens, and preve
himgelf a master of avery eituation and espacially of himself,
o should naver lese his temper, never sceld or nag his people.
The pastor who loses his temper and self-control theraeby admits

defeat and failure, and eventuaslly forfeits the respect and the

foraobearance of his congregation.

"¢ood temper",says J.F.Clarke, "results from culture and develep-
ment of the higher faculties. It eomes from solf-control, obser-
vation, experience, good sense, knowledge of one's self and of
others. It is the harmeny of the soul belonging to a well-balanced
character. Bad temper is the symptom of somae moral strings being
'jangled, out of tune, and harsh', First you must tune y-ur in-
strument...”ecple of wilful tampers are apt to bacome daspetie
and domineering".?

l1.G.Xlaiscer, "Hov te Bulld Mental Powar',pp.403.556.
2."%.Gladdon, "The Christian Paster,eta.",p.73.
3¢%«Thorndike, "Educational Fsychelogy",ch. XV,
4.J.F.Clarke,"3elf=Culture”,pp.287.291.292,
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“very postor should ecvnetantly cultivete the bsst of
human attitudes end kindly relations towarde hie churgh-members,
hies fellow-pacters, and towards 8ll men with vhox he comes in
contact. He should persistently guard against falling intoe
viecious habita, against using offensive worde and indulging in
evil poseip, leoose and frivolous talk, cerping criticism, and
azainst obnoxious conduct and actionss Hather, lot every pas-
tor be filled with intense love toward Cod and his fellow-men,
and with holy snd energetic zeal and enthusiaem for the werk
of the-bcrd and the welfare of human souls, and he will grow
end meture inte a strong, manly, atiractive Christiasn character.

Fr.tulther's warning words should be heedaed by all pasteors:=

"Tt ip worse to he a lukewar: than « cold minister; it is
worse to he a lazy and indiffaerent minister, who ssrves in his
of'fice becnuge 1t is the profession in whiceh he is making his
living, than te be manifeatly ungoedly. For when & minister,
though net teaching or living in e plainly unchristian manner,
is oo sleepy, so void of all earnectness and zeal for the king-
dom of Cod and the salvation of souls, the inevitable effect
is that the poor souls of his parishioners bhacoma infected by
him, and finaslly the entire congregation is lulled into spir-
itunl sleepsesOne of the most necessary and impertant qualities
of a minister is this, that he is animated by a cincere and
srdent zeal to discharge his effica properly and ace uplish
something of real value in the sight of CGod. A faithful minis-
ter must have definiteoly given up seeking after good times,
woney and posecessions, honor and renowa, in this world, His
suprome joy =ust be the assurance that hie laber in the Lerd
is not in vain. Paily and hourly the sigh, uttered by the aged
and upright Pestor Lollmeann in on of his beautiful wmorning
hymns, must srise in his haeart:-

'0 God, whoee bread is feeding mo,

vould I ware of some use to Theel ".

-

l. C.F, .,7alther,"Proper Distinetion bet.lLaw & Gospel",pp.307.379.
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IV. Spiritual Self-Culture.

Of 2l1ll forms o self-culture, epiritusl growth is the most
nececsary and important for a Chrietian pastor, absolutely es-
sential to himself and of primary iunportance to his,congregation.b
“ay avaery pastor inscribe the werds of the Apsstle Paul upen
his hoart, snd hang them upon the wall of hils study:-

"Lest that by any means, when I have preached %o others, I
myeelf should be a castaway"”

Unly e phyeician in the best of health and physique can inepire
confidence and gain patients, agd a pastor must be in the best
of apiritual health if he is to be and remaia the spiritual
leader nnd shepherd of Christ's shaeep. Unless tha pastor daily
prows epiritually, he himself will suffer irraeparable loss and
he will net be imbued with the Spirit of Chriest and f£illed with
the Huly Ghost as™a worker togethar with Ced",200r.6,1,.

It ie true, only Ged can make a maﬁ, and also a paster, a
true Chrisetian baeliever, but after his conversicn man is te co-
operaste with the Heoly Spir;t?‘eo that by the faithful use of the
lesns of Grace tho_pastor hinself may grow into .robust spiritual
manhood, lie should live in daily meditation and prayer with His
“agtar and Savier. To that end, he should have a definitely set
time daily for the devotional reading of the Bible end fer ear-
nest and importunate prayer, not only with his family where hae
must caraefully guard against all mechanical"holding"of family

devotions, but he should commune with his Lord alene in his

closet or study. No matter how busy he may be, he must net per-

l. 1u°l‘-9 270
2. Feruula of Coucerd,Art.II. Con.Trigle,pp.791 and 907-
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nit anybedy or enything to interfore or deprive him of that daily
Private hour with Gods Every pastor eshould have the apirit and
follow the aexemple of Luther, who spaidi-

'"T have so mueh to do to-day, that T need several hours for
prayar in the morning".

Luther said thet prayer is study, and his motto was: bene orasse
ect bene studuisse.
Ur."althor says:-

Shy 4f you would seriously considar what a groat honor God
mgons Lo confar on you, you would go down en your knaes every day,
yes, every hour; you would prostrete yourerelves in the dust and
exclaim with the poalmiet: 'Lord, what is man that Thou takest
knowledge of him, or the son of men, that Thou sakest account of
hiad'(8,144,3), At the same time you would recaive an incentive
from God's cheice of you to surrender yourselves to the merciful
Cod evary day and every hour and say: 'Lord, here T am with my
body and soul and all my strength, I am willing to consume thenm
all ia Thy servica®.!

Ihe peastor hoe not only need of prayer for things in general, but
especially for the important tasks which God has placed upen him,
ag Dpr.'alther says, for example, that

"vary one of your sermons must be the product of heartfelt
prayer".a

"The man of God", saye Elijah Brown,"should be a man who walks
and talke with Cods..If some of us took more time to pray it would
not tcke us so long to make our sermons, end thore would be mere
power in them after they were made".

"Let the gtill heur in tha merning", says Cerberding,"becoma a
fixed hahit of daily life. Then the ministry cennot be barrean".“

Dre.Luther's advice is:-

"Go to thy closet and bend dewn thy knees and very humhly and
earnastly pray Cod that He may through His Son give unto thee His
Mely Spirit, who shall enlighten and guide thee and give unte thee
tha true understanding. Ora et laborea. Viel gebotet 1st zur Haelfte
studiert®,

1+C.F."."ulther, "Proper Diotinotion,et0e" ,p+3 7

2. ibid,p.298. Cf.COn.ThedIoMonc 3 '-"eloVTII,p- 103

3«E.Brown, "Point and “urpose in Preaching®,p.l43.

hoC.H.Gerberding, "The Lutheran Pastor",ch.VII{"The Pastor in His
Cleset"),
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As Cladden says:=-

"{he diligent preparation of the mind for tho heavealy gifte ,
io the indispensable condition of the bestowmunt of these gift:c",

ifhe words of P.Fairbairn are much %o the point:-

"It may oq laid down &c 8 general prineiple, that the whole of
@ minister's lahors should be intermingled with nmeditation and
prayer, He should never be simply a man of learning and study,
for this iteelf may become & snare to hisn; it may even serve to
etand between his soul snd God and nurse a spirit of wo2ldliness
in one of its most refined and subtle forms, If he ba really a |
men of God, experience will temach him how muoh, evan for success
in study, he needs to be under the habitual direction of God's
presence, and to have the direction of His Spirit. It will also
teach him how little he can prevail, with the most careful pre-
paretions and astive diligence, in regard to the great ends of
the minietry, without the special sid of the Holy Spirit; how
when left to themselves, his most zealous efforts and best pre=-
maditated discourses fall te the ground; and how often, amid the
comparatively great and orderly events of ministerial employment,
he will himself err in counsel and de that which he shall have
occaeion %o regret, unlese he 18 guided by a higher wisdom and
sustained by & stronger arm thaen his ewn. Continually,therefore,
hae the true pastor to give himsalf to prayer; his study should
aleo be his'proseueche', in which he daily holds communion, not
only with the hettar spirits of the past and present through the
writtan page, but with the Father of spirits in the secret com-
municetions of llis grace and love "

DredJowott emphasizes the motter thus:-

"vq must assiduously attand to the culture of our souls., ¥Ye
w8t sternly and systematically make time for prayer and for the
davotionzl reeding of the Tord of God. "e nust appoint private
geasons for the deliberate and personal appropriation of the
Divine 7ord, for salf-examination in the presence of its warn-
ings, for self-humbling in the presencae of its judgments, fer
self-heartening in the presence of its promisas, and for self-
invicermstion in thepresance of its glorious hopes. I am pro-
foundly convineced that one of the gravest evils which beset the
ministry is s restlass scattering of enoergies over an amazing
mul$iplicity of interects, which leaves no m&rgin of time or
strength for receptive and eabsoerbing eommunien with fed. ¥e arae
tempted to be elways'on the run', and to measure eur fruitful-
ness hy our pace and by the ground we cover in the course of the
waek. This high culture must not be governed by haphagzard er
caprice. There must be purpese and method and regularity, and

Gladden,"The Christian Paster',pe39.
Fg

1efe
2.P.Yairbairn,"Pagtoral Theelegy",p.10l.




70,

you may depend on lt, that when yeu zive yourselves to soul=-
culture in this serious wey, it is a travail end not a pastime",

Our prayer to the Throne of CGraca ought deily to bhe:=

"Come, Holy Spirit, he=zvenly Dovae,
“ith all Thy quickening powerj
¥indle o flame of sacred love
In these cold hearts of ourse.
Jome, shoed abread a Savior'a love,
And that shell kindle ours®,

Ae 8 reocent writor hase remarkad,

"it ie necassary to emphasiza constantly, that spiritual 3
growth is a prime facter in the development of a Christian leader".

]
Dre7alther & constant prayer wasi=

~

"llay Cod preserve unto us & pious ministryi"

Using this famous gquotation from Welther as his thesis, Dr.L.
Fuerbringer wrote & most excellent essay, from which we quote:-

""hon wae are concarned about, and pray for, a picus ministry,
wa mean a ministry which is spiritually alive; feor all trus piety
is a fruit of spirituel life. If the Churech ic to show spiritual
lifa, the prsters must radiste such life. By that is meant the
hiddon 1life in Gode.esThe true hidden 1life is the life in God and
with Cod as found at all times in the &true sorvants of Ced. The
hiddien 1ife with Chriet in Ged is permenently a part of the effice
of the ﬂiRiGt!’Yo

"God's Word is the lioly of Holies unto which they, the pastors,
are to entar to meet with God snd to commune with Him. Then we
havae ontered, the vail closes after us; we are with God alena.
But is that renlly the case? The tomptation is ever present for
us pastors to read the Seriptures only'officially', enly with the
thought of enploying whet wa read in our efficial duties or to
anrich our theological understeanding. There is such a thing as a
profescionel reading of Seripture, Too conscious of our profes-
sion, we do net permit God to draw near to our soul. The resulte
a mechanical miristry. That is not as it ought to be. God wanta
to speak to thae pastor individually. He does not want the pas=
tor's own soul to starve and perish while he directs othere aleng
the way of life.

"If we woeuld commune with Cod =2lene, we must close the door te
axclude all othaer voices. Then we shall hear God speak earnestly

leJ.Heldowatt, "The Preacher,His Life and Y:rk",pp.62.64.
2+Fvaigalical Lutheran Hymn-Book,No«255.
J+F.E.Krotzmann,in Con.Theol.Mon.,Vol.VI,p.741,
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and in ell His goodness; then God will epen our eyes %o ses our=-
solves vs we are; then God will humble and eemfort us; then Ged
will reveal te us the glory of Jasus and the limitless love of the
Father- always by means of the Word, Such study of the ¥ord of

God will lsad the pamstor to 2 clearer understending of things and
will enable him to view them and timo and evente sub spacie aster=-
nitatie, in the light of eternity. "hen CGod speaks thus with us,
we cannot hut speak teo Gods lMore and more we shall bacome men of
prayer, deily we will appear before God in prayer, without prayer
we cannot live., Gal.2,20.

""ithout the secret of the hidden 1life it is impomsible to be a
real preacher. 3y mesns of the hidden lif'e the pestor will grow
in his ability to disoharge his duties in these solemn and peri-
lous timec, He must take time daily to cultivate the hidden life;
otherwise his 1life will wither away. Such daily intercourse with
God will also show itsalf in the pastor's daily life and conduct,
in hi- sarmon w. rk, in his Seelsorge, in hic administrational
Rctivitien, in his missionary activity, in hie home life, in his
example %o his flock, That is the sceret of prescrving a pious
miniatry®,'

Hoyt says:-
“Y u must preech to yourself befere you can preach to othars”,

'I'o live in the Word",says H.F.¥in?,"means to make use of it
a8 o thirsty men will meke usa of » epring of clear watar, as a
starving mon will moke use of a losf of bread, &s 2 sick man will
mulce use of a healing remedy, as & dying man will make usae of a
new lccse on life., The ability to use the Verd of God in this
faohion, is, after 0ll, the sine qua non, the chief, the only
indispensabls requirement of him whe weuld minivter to the souls
of mene, Even the mest brillisntly endowed, the moast las:rned, the |
most eloousnt, the most symp:thetic-minded pastor wheo does not '
live his 1ife in the Lerd will fail in hie attempt to'ocure'the

souls of men®.

K "
o

Tvery Lutheran paster sheuld, therefere, always be worried in 5

hie wpirit, as wae Adolf ven uarlcss,vwho ccnatantly eighedt-
"If only ny poor soul will be saved".t

The Apostle Paul means avery rastor, when ha tells Timothy:-

“Take heed unto thyself, and unte the doetrine; continue in them;
for in deing this theu shalt beth save thyself, and them that hear

thee!,”

l,L.Fuerbringer, in Con.Theol.Yen.,Vel«VI,p.15f .
2.4.5.88yt,"The York of Preaching",p.97.
5+H.F.7ind, in Con.Theol.Yen,,Vel,VIII,p.251.
4,Quotad in Con,Theol.Mon.,Vol.VI, p.16.

S. 1Tim.4,16,
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Congclusion.

Vavid ssid to Sslomon:-"Re streny thorafore and show thyself
@ man end keep the charge of the Lerd, thy God'J The Church
naeeds man and God wants men to.carry on His work, who sarve Hinm
in 211 sincerity and faithfulness., The only greatness of a
rastor lies in faithfully serving his Master, in making the
#moat of hianself end of his God-given talents, in growing from
day to day nentnll} and epiritually inteo a richer and more
useful life, foithfully redeoming the time end turning eppor-
tunitiees into achievement, in short, his great aim of 1life should
be to become a better Christian end @ more afficisnt paster as
each day :f hies life brings him new opportunities te grew and
to incresse in all the qualifications ond requisites of a
faithful stewerd in the household c¢f Gode. Only the pastor who
etrives to do his bast can look forward to the end of his min-
istry on earth with the comforting assurence that hie laster
will‘relense him from his earthly responsibilities wi;h the
gracious reward of divine approval: "Yell done, thou good and
faithful servant; thou hast beaen faithful ovaer a few things,

I will suzke thee ruler over many thinge; enter inte the joy

7
of the Lord",.

1. 1Kings 2,2.3:
2 :’.‘attho 25.21.
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