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Abstract

This thesis examines the presence of independent women in the public life of a
provincial cathedral city during the second half of the nineteenth century. In Victorian
Salisbury women were running enterprises, promoting education for girls, applying
publicly for employment, voting in municipal elections, and were participants in
philanthropic and social organisations. They were members of the commercial and

protessional classes, and were a visible part of the life of the city.

After an introduction, the 1852 local exhibition provides a framework for the economic,
social, political and cultural characteristics of Salisbury. Spinsters, wives and widows
were engaged 1n retail and other businesses. Most, though not all, were occupied 1n
traditional ‘female trades’ but even so they established a public presence in the
economy. Caring professions became an employment option, and women’s roles within
institutions such as schools and the Infirmary are investigated. Women who did not
need to earn became involved 1n philanthropy, and also enjoyed pastimes that took them

out of their homes. Some women expressed their independence 1n the political arena. In

Salisbury this was done slowly and cautiously, but by the early 20" century women

were elected poor law guardians, and were actively debating the 1ssues surrounding

women’s suffrage.

Census enumerators’ books, the local newspaper, trade directories, and municipal and

institutional records, with occasional personal and business material, are the sources
used. Similar ones are available and accessible for other places; this work provides an
exemplar from which to build a picture of English provincial society. The wives,
widows, sisters and daughters of Victorian Salisbury were ordinary women; displaying

the rich tapestry of their lives makes a significant contribution to local history

scholarship.
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Chapter 1

Introduction: independent women in the public life of Salisbury

during the second half of the nineteenth century

‘complete appreciation of the usual”

Salisbury women

Mrs Jenkins, ostrich feather cleaner, dyer and curler, lived at 12 St Mark’s Road,
Salisbury at the end of the nineteenth century. A neighbour was Mrs Hands, costumier.
Opposite Mrs Jenkins lived Mrs Anset, her husband (a clerk at the County Court) and
their son Walter. Next door to the Anset family was Mr Langmead the City Librarian,
and publisher of the directory which carried his name.” The district was a newly-built
suburb to the north of the medieval city of varied housing and a diverse population; the
majority were lower middle-class — clerical and skilled workers. Nearer the city centre
were the enterprises that used the output of Mrs Jenkins and Mrs Hands to supply the

needs of their customers 1n Salisbury and from the surrounding area.

From her upper windows Charlotte Anset could look out across the treetops 1n the
remains of the park surrounding The College; the balance had been sold 1n the 1870s
and ‘the speculative builder appeared thereon with remarkable results for the expansion
of the city’. > Over the trees and the roofs her view was dominated by the cathedral
spire, 1ts mass diminishing the clustered commercial streets at i1ts foot. This 1s the
prospect I enjoy today. Sight of the original conveyances of my house led me to
1dentify its early residents and their neighbours. Memories of reading Family Fortunes
many years ago, and the subsequent discussions about separate spheres for the lives of

men and women 1n Victorian England, came to the fore. The research reported in this

' Trollope A, Autobiography, first published 1883, 1999 edn p xi. Quotations used as chapter headings
are from the works of Anthony Trollope. The specific reference is given in each case. See p 37 for the use

of literary sources for local history.
* Langmead and Evans, Directory of Salisbury and District, Salisbury 1897

> Salisbury Times and South Wilts Gazette 28 January 1921 p 2



thesis began with the hypothesis that there were women actively involved in the public

life of Salisbury during the second half of the nineteenth century. I set out to find them.

Women were important contributors to the local economy and continued to play
significant roles as 1t developed and diversified. In the mid-nineteenth century the three
Misses Hooper had a dozen assistants and apprentices in their millinery and
dressmaking business, Mrs Dawkins employed eight women 1n hers. Mary Judd, Sarah
Smith and Eliza Chinn were butchers. Elizabeth Hill (whip making), Sarah Bedford
(horticulture), Eliza Howell (innkeeper) and Eleanor Bryant (bricklayer) were all
widows with families to support and businesses to maintain. A girl who had been bomn
in Teneriffe was a pupil at the Miss Saunders’ school. Amongst the lodging-house
keepers were Mary Ann Hibberd and Mary Coffee. Leah Clifton ran an eating-house

with 1ts own special recipe for sausages. Mrs Woodcock supplied bone dust from the

mill at Quidhampton.* Ann Eales was employed as a pew opener at the cathedral.

Mrs Jenkins and Mrs Hands 1n the 1890s with their ostrich feathers and costumes
respectively, like Dionysia Hooper and Eleanor Bryant a half-century earlier, were
representative of the women who were involved in Salisbury’s economy. Other women
participated in educational, philanthropic and social activities that brought them out of
their homes and into the public arena. This thesis examines who they were and what
they were doing. It aims to challenge the 1dea that Victorian women 1nevitably
conformed to the 1dealised 1mage of a dependent wife and mother at the fireside or in
the nursery. For many, either from necessity or choice, there were alternatives. It was
possible to follow a route into the outside world, to be an independent person, earning

an Income, pursuing interests, or supporting causes.

This study examines the economic activities of women in Salisbury in three main areas:
they were involved 1n a range of traditional, craft-based manufacturing trades, they were
responsible for many of the retail businesses 1n the city, and they worked 1n education
and other caring professions. Inevitably, all these women were visible, to a greater or
lesser extent, 1n the public life of the city: a shop window or an advertisement brought
their name to the attention of other citizens who were the consumers of these goods and

services. Economic independence was not the only way women gained a public

* For location of neighbouring villages see p 264



position. Other opportunities such as mvolvement in philanthropy and politics were
accessible to those whose situation released them from financial need. As will be
shown, women in Salisbury were not in the vanguard of movements to take on new
functions in public life nor were they pioneers 1n adopting new careers. Their progress
was limited and cautious, but they were determined and persistent in continuing,

adapting and exploiting more traditional and orthodox roles.

Salisbury’s evolving character

Salisbury 1n the mid-nineteenth century was in the process of establishing a new 1dentity
as a service centre. The city had spread gradually beyond its medieval boundaries from
the turn of the nineteenth century.” Although the later years of the eighteenth century
saw a brief resurgence of the textile industry that had generated so much prosperity for
the city in former times, by 1840 this had largely disappeared. Situated 1n a large rural
hinterland, Salisbury’s long-established market and shopping streets attracted buyers
and sellers from surrounding villages and small towns as well as from amongst i1ts own
population, and supported a complex transport network. Professions such as surveying,
medicine and the law served the needs of landowners and farmers, and each other, and
their families also availed themselves of delightful sources of entertainment at concerts,

the theatre, or the races.

Although a provincial cathedral city, Salisbury revealed an unexpectedly diverse
economy and surprisingly varied social structure. High stone walls appeared to 1solate
those who lived 1n the Close, the enclosed area surrounding the cathedral. Many, but by
no means all, who lived there were associated directly or indirectly with the cathedral
and the diocese. While most of the more substantial properties were in the Close,
everywhere within the city there was a mixture of better-otf and less-well-oft
households — large houses on corner plots stood beside small terraces, so neighbours
had contrasting experiences of life. Adjacent households in Gigant Street, for example,
were headed 1in 1851 by the following people: a master tailor, a grocer, a porter, a ‘wine
merchant and magistrate’, a stone mason, a former nurse, and a labourer. And in

Endless Street, between a tea dealer and a ‘brewer employing 30 men’, were a house

> See maps in Chandler J, Endless Street, Salisbury 1983 p 60 reproduced p 275



agent, a coachman, a former shopkeeper, an ironmonger’s shopman, and a surgeon’s

- 6
dispenser.
Women’s work in a time of economic and urban change

In the transition from a pre-capitalist to an industrial capitalist economy production was
reorganised, it is argued, resulting in the separation of home and workplace.’
Consequently women ceased to be part of a ‘family economy’ combining productive
with reproductive work, and became the providers of unpaid domestic labour dependent
on the money incomes of husbands or fathers. Thus 1t has been assumed there was a
reduced presence of women, especially married women, 1n the public economy by the
middle of the nineteenth century. At this time different pressures were said to combine
to push women 1nto the private sphere of the home, despite the powerful positions of
their predecessors and often despite their own wishes. Within this generalised picture,
of course, there were vanations according to locality, economic structure, social and
cultural traditions, and class. In fact the transition to industrialism was uneven and

patchy, and the economic position of a woman in her local economy at all stages

depended on trade and life-cycle.

On one hand this was a trend looked upon with approval by contemporaries who
favoured the image of domestic wife and mother, while others argued strongly for
different training and employment opportunities for women. Bessie Rayner Parkes, an
advocate of ‘more meaningful lives for middle class women, and more tolerable and
varied working conditions for working women’, writing in 1859 explained why these

alternative patterns were hard to attempt:

All good fathers wish to provide for their daughters; all good husbands think 1t their bounden
duty to keep their wives. All our laws are framed strictly in accordance with this hypothesis:
and all our social customs adhere to 1t more strictly still. We make no room in our social
framework for any other idea..."

° For location of streets in the city, see p 263

! Berg M, ‘Women’s work, mechanization and the early phases of industrialization in England’, in Joyce
P (ed), The Historical Meanings of Work, Cambridge 1987

® Parkes B R, ‘The Market for Educated Female Labour’, originally published The English Woman'’s
Journal 1859 reprinted in Lacey C (ed), Barbara Leigh Smith and the Langham Place Group, 1987 p142.
Quoted description of Parkes’ position from ODNB online.
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However, even in the 1850s this was the subject of much debate, and increasingly

arguments were put forward giving moral support to women who favoured a less

dependent life-style. The confusion was 1llustrated by this quotation of 1856 from

Barbara Leigh Smith Bodichon:

Cries are heard on every hand that women are conspiring, that women are discontented, that
women are 1dle, that women are overworked, and that women are out of their sphere ...

Oh young girls! waiting listlessly for some one to come and marry you ...Do not be
contented to be charming and fascinating; be noble, be useful, be wise. ’

In addition, there was a public concern about women without financial support.
Publication of the 1851 census reports revealed a small surplus of women over men
aged 20 — 40 years, but a much larger discrepancy in the proportion of that age group
remaining unmarried. The ‘failure’ of over a million women to marry was considered a

social problem, put into forceful terms by William Rathbone Greg’s 1862 article “Why

are Women Redundant?’:

There 1s an enormous and increasing number of single women 1n the nation, a number quite
disproportionate and quite abnormal ... There are hundreds of thousands of women -
...proportionally most numerous i the middle and upper classes — who have to earn their
own living, instead of spending and husbanding the earnings of men; who, not having the
natural duties and labours of wives and mothers, have to carve out artificial and painfully-

sought occupations for themselves ..."°

Sources of earning an income for respectable women, whether single, widowed (or
indeed 1n some circumstances, married) were limited: ... by the mid-nineteenth
century, the range of opportunities for these women was tragically restricted’."’
Evidence from Birmingham, and from Essex and Suffolk, suggests that the range of
economic activities undertaken by women had narrowed and become increasingly

: : 12 . :
marginalized. © But there were also cases of women continuing to work 1n small

workshops or at home 1n some trades, both in London, and 1in provincial towns such as

’ Bodichon B L S, Women and Work, 1856 reprinted in Murray J H, Strong-minded women,

Harmondsworth 1982 p 267 - 9
" Originally published in National Review April 1862 reprinted in Murray 1982 p 50 - 54

' Richards E, ‘Women in the British Economy since about 1700: An Interpretation’, History 1974 p 347-

8
'2 Davidoff L and Hall C, Family Fortunes: men and women of the English middle class 1780 — 1850,

1987
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Leicester and Peterborough.” Needlework and governessing were considered the only

appropriate occupations open to educated or respectable women who were compelled to
earn a living. But even these could be exploited by innovative and ambitious individuals

such as the Misses Hooper and Misses Saunders 1n Salisbury:.

The notion of ‘separate spheres’ in the lives of men and women has informed historical
discussion about nineteenth century women for many years.'* Whatever the modern
interpretations and debates, and indeed whatever the 1deal promoted by contemporary
commentators, women did remain 1n the public sphere of the economy, and were
accepted 1n what were seen as other appropriate public roles such as caring for the
disadvantaged 1n the community. My work on Salisbury will demonstrate this. Women
continued to earn incomes, to support themselves and their families and to hold
positions of authority in business. Women were economically independent for many
different reasons. Mrs Howell at ‘The Bull’ public house was representative of many
widows, often with young children, who had little choice 1n the matter; though wives
such as Mrs Dawkins also contributed to the family income. Unmarned women like the
Misses Saunders and the Misses Hooper supported themselves, their siblings or
members of an older generation. Some women, Sophia Meatyard was one example,
were part of a business that had been associated with their family over a period of time,
their involvement contributed to a sense of both kinship and continuity. That this was
done out of the limelight in low-profile, traditional trades, using pre-capitalist modes of
production, in small scale units, in old established urban centres may account for 1ts

failure to challenge a dominant impression of women’s disappearance.

Most of the working women in this study could be described as lower middle class.'” Tt
has been pointed out that this classification 1s not easy to either define or identify, and

1ts members have been .. .neglected by historians ... because they failed to do anything

striking ... were not active on the historical stage’.'® And their neglect continues.'” My

> Alexander S, “Women’s Work in Nineteenth Century London: A study of the years 1820 — 1860s’, in
Becoming a Woman and other essays 1976; Jones P, ‘Studying the middle class in nineteenth century
urban Britain: Perspective, sources and methodology in a comparative study of the middle class in
nineteenth century Leicester and Peterborough’, Urban History Yearbook 19877

'* See introduction to Gleadle K, British Women in the Nineteenth Century, Basingstoke 2001 for a

concise summary of the debate.
> Domestic service employed significant numbers of women but their lives deserve a study to

themselves, and they could be considered the least ‘independent’ participants in the economy.
' Crossick G, The Lower Middle Class in Britain 1870-1914, 1977 p 11
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research makes a contribution towards rectifying this omission. These women were
skilled 1n their crafts, but they were also multi-skilled across the administrative,
financial, human resources and marketing aspects of their business. They held both
blue-collar and white-collar roles. The Misses Hooper were working needlewomen,
dressmakers and milliners. For many this was a lowly occupation, pursued for a
miserable wage under harsh conditions. But these women were also entrepreneurs, joint
owners of their business, obtaining stock, 1deas and employees from as far as London.
They promoted their trade, they trained the next generation of craftswomen, the capaital
in their business expanded.'® Women of their generation in the early decades of the
second half of the mineteenth century, were, perhaps, fortunate to be active at a time
when demand was buoyant, and before there was factory-produced competition in
supply of their products. But their successors continued 1n subsequent decades, and

operated 1n variable market conditions.

Women’s businesses

In setting out the case for greater recognition of these women, the work breaks new
ground in the detailed view it takes of women’s lives 1n a small provincial urban society
1in southern England at this time. Larger cities, including London and Edinburgh, and
the fast-growing, industrialising urban areas of the Midlands and the North of England
have received attention because the developments there were dramatic, and they were
the centres of pioneering work by strong-minded women who broke through the
traditional barriers limiting their activities. The enterprises of many women, of service
sector industries and of provincial towns made contributions to the nineteenth century
economy that have been given scant attention by historians. This has been due to the
focus on industries which experienced the application of mechanisation, inanimate
power and large-scale methods to their productive processes; the concentration on the
regions where these types of changes took place; and the use of aggregate, quantitative

data in the analysis.'” By looking at other industries (services), other areas of the

'" Gleadle 2001 is divided into sections separating ‘Working-class Women’ and ‘Middle-class and Upper-

class Women’.

18
S

. ee p 106 | o | o o
See, for example, Berg M and Hudson P, ‘Rehabilitating the Industrial Revolution’, Economic History

Review XLV 1992 where aspects of economic change are considered which are directly relevant to
Salisbury. These include the interdependence of sectors of the economy, thus raising the profile of service
industries; the continuance of traditional methods and structures in many industries; and the
underestimation of women and children in the workforce due to overemphasis on quantitative sources.

13



country (the south), other people (ordinary women) and other, local, qualitative,

sources, another picture can be projected.

One element 1n this process of economic change resulting in the separation of
workplace and home that atfected women directly, and that can be demonstrated by the
experience of Salisbury, was the growth in the business sector created by the movement
of many domestic activities out of the home and into the market economy: °...washing,
child-minding, clothes-making and nursing had mainly departed from the upper middle-
class family home’.”® Women still carried out these tasks; 1t was the location rather
than the personnel that changed. For a considerable time, and in most places, the
demand for the services of independent, commercial laundries, schools, milliners and

dressmakers increased. Here were more economic opportunities for women;

entrepreneurial openings plus employment for wives and daughters of poorer families.

A skilled craftswoman with her own enterprise had the opportunity for social mobility.
For some, commercial activity would mean a fall in status, for others there was a chance
to improve their income and value in the community. This could be dependent on the
nature of the trade, and the extent to which the enterprise prospered. It was part of the
importance attached to keeping a business going on the death or departure of a key
person, husband, father or brother, to avoid the risk of decline or closure. Dressmaking
and millinery ‘did represent one area where 1t was possible to become a successful
businesswoman ...In less appropriate trades, by the late nineteenth century it would

, 21

appear to have been very difficult for women to run a successful business...’.

Clothing was certainly not the only sector in which women’s businesses did well in

Salisbury at this time, as will be demonstrated below. But people were aware of the

All these factors could reveal a more significant role for women in the labour force, and all are important
for Salisbury where tertiary industries formed a key part of the economy and small-scale enterprise was
the predominant economic structure, though 1t was still possible to incorporate within them new ideas and
techniques. Traditional manufacturing and processing activities could be made increasingly efficient with
better quality and more sophisticated tools, with division of labour and specialisation within the
workshop, and with improved marketing and distribution systems. In Salisbury Elizabeth Hill made
whips ‘manufactured under their own immediate superintendence, by means of the most improved
machinery’. Salisbury Journal [SJ hereafter| 11 January 1851 p 2

*¥ Richards, 1974 p 352
! Rendall J . Women in an Industrializing Society: England 1750-1880, Oxford 1990 p 65. The quotation

continues °...though little research exists on this subject’.
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indignity of some roles: ‘poor little L1z to have to undertake such a hard life as keeping

lodgers, it has always seemed to me to be the very last resource of the destitute...”.**

The status of all positions was relative: a shop 1n the High Street was preferable to one
in Pennyfarthing Street, just as a domestic position in the Dean’s household was
preferable to working for a shopkeeper. There were few grand aristocratic
establishments 1n the area, but plenty of substantial houses 1n the city, particularly in the
Close. An apprenticeship in one of the large dressmaking concerns brought prospects
of becoming an assistant, and then establishing a separate enterprise, or perhaps
succession on the retirement of the mistress. Salisbury businesses had reputations, and
commercial relationships, well beyond the immediate neighbourhood. Apprentices
came from as far as London, and a group of trainee milliners and dressmakers could
make valuable contacts.” Marriage could provide a route to a position of responsibility
and prosperity, as the discussion of working wives will demonstrate 1n chapter 3.
Subsequent widowhood could bring power or penury. Within provincial urban society

there were many possibilities for women to move out of the private sphere.

Urban and rural

Economic change here in Salisbury thus took place within the framework of an
agricultural region, far from the resources and forces that typified the more far-reaching
industrial development of other parts of England. E A Wrigley in Continuity, chance
and change has 1dentified ‘two very different modes of economic growth each
contributing to the transformation of England...”.** Growth in the ‘advanced organic
economy’ was firmly based on land as its dominant factor of production but was still
able to achieve significant improvements in productivity. Linkages to growth elsewhere

in the economy then led to structural change. Demand for manufactured goods could

grow when food necessities were reliably available at reasonable prices. Craft-based
manufacturing was able to take steps towards increased productivity by specialisation

and extension of markets. And there was parallel urban growth — towns had a more

** Arthur Boyle to Liz (?) writing to Salisbury from Santa Fe, New Mexico, January 1891, amongst

correspondence of Blackmore family (doctors and antiquarians). WSRO 776/585
** Is it anachronistic to imply that the modern concept of ‘networking’ operated amongst these girls and

women? Close contact between apprentices and assistants over several years generated friendships, and
communication, that continued beyond their time together with a Salisbury business.
“ Wri nui d ch Cambridge 1988 p 130

Wrigley E A, Continuity, chance and cnange, Cambridge P
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varied range of economic activities and felt the impact of increasing real incomes.
Southern England, including Salisbury, remained an ‘advanced organic economy’. The
multiplier effects of improvements 1n agriculture were recognised by contemporaries
locally, and associated developments in communications aided their exploitation. Of
course, the reverse could happen too as the dependent relationship between the urban
and rural economies was not just one-way. As will be shown later, a depressed
agricultural sector towards the end of the nineteenth century had detrimental

consequences for the businesses of Salisbury.”

Independence

To what extent and in what ways can these women be considered ‘independent’? Single
women with a reliable source of income were 1n a position to make their own decisions
about what to do with their lives, so they were of independent means. If they were also
educated, thoughtful and 1nsightful, they could demonstrate independence of mind.
These two qualities together presented opportunities for an independent lifestyle, but
individuals might still feel constrained by social conventions, and not prepared to take
risks. It would take great strength of character to go beyond the boundaries of
acceptable, respectable behaviour, and there 1s no evidence of anyone 1n Victorian
Salisbury venturing there. However there were women who were ‘independent’ 1n both
these senses without 1solating themselves from their community. Sarah Maria Fawcett,
for example, was offered the means to establish her own household under her father’s
will, but she decided against this move and stayed to care for her mother for the
remaining few years of her life. After Mrs Fawcett’s death Mana led a very independent
life, set firmly within the context of her family and Salisbury society.”° When Charlotte
Tinney became a widow she gained the means to make her own decisions about the
philanthropic uses for her money, while continuing to live a comfortable life in a large
house. The Misses Hooper put their inherited assets into a millinery and dressmaking
business. The Miss Saunders ran their own school, and demonstrated their independence

of mind by supporting the national campaign for girls to sit public examinations.

2 See p 123-5 for a discussion of the external factors influencing the success of local enterprises.
** See chapter 5
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For women such as Miss Fawcett and Mrs Tinney, it was a turning point in their
lifecycle that altered their circumstances. Maria Fawcett had been, in many ways, a
traditionally dependent daughter earlier in her life, and she chose to continue so longer
than she need. Some of the nurses who trained in Salisbury had to give up their
employment when required to return home. One of the Miss Hoopers relinquished her
share of the partnership on marriage. So independence, of means if not of mind, could

be but a temporary state.

Can women who bore family responsibilities be considered independent? Maria Fawcett
had first her brother and then her parents dependent on her until she was 1n her sixties. It
1s not unreasonable to posit that the reading and writing she did for Henry when he was
building his political career contributed to her own education and independence of
mind. Many of the married women with occupations who are discussed 1n chapter 3
below worked because they had to contribute to the family income. If independence 1s
equated with freedom, then this was not their lot in life. But they had, 1n some sense, a
position of authonty and influence, as without their earnings their children or other
relatives would have sutfered. Other married women, such as Mrs Dawkins or Mrs
Wood, who were businesswomen either alongside or parallel to their husbands,
maintained a much clearer independent position. They made their own entrepreneurial
decisions — independence of mind, and the commercial result gave them independence
of means. Although she had responsibility for her young children, Emma Wood had the
benefit of freedom that came from her independence. Mrs Hall and Mrs Bothams, who
were active 1n pressure groups towards the end of the century, both had husbands who
were similarly committed. Would they, as married women, have been free to become

involved without their husbands’ support?

One of the consequences of independence, 1n whatever form, was the continuing
appearance of women 1n the public life of the city, be 1t in commercial, philanthropic or
social roles. I cannot answer the question whether these women would have considered

themselves to be independent, my sources do not offer such personal introspection.

17



The structure of the thesis

This imitial chapter has a number of purposes. Before setting out the reasons for
exploring the roles ot Victorian women 1n a provincial city, and arguing that their
comparative neglect requires rectifying, it explains the inspiration for the study, and
introduces some of the characters who people the rest of the thesis. The sources I have
used 1n my research are examined in detail, and the chapter concludes by locating my

work firmly in the vibrant modern discipline of local history.

Chapter two explores Salisbury and its environs in the middle years of the nineteenth
century. The Local Exhibition held in October 1852 offers a focus for an examination of
the economic, social and political structure of the city, and the roles of women therein.
The debates over the exhibition 1tself and 1ts organisation revealed characteristics of the
place at a time of transition when it was facing tensions between the forces of
modernisation and the continuing influences of traditional social structures and
conventions. Although there was no explicit discussion locally about the position of
women 1n relation to this event, or other similar occasions, the published contemporary
reports demonstrate the nature of their contributions, and provide a basis for assessment

and discussion.

Chapter three argues that women played an important part in the local commercial
economy of Salisbury and examines the evidence that exists to support this suggestion.
The power of a micro-study such as this 1s shown 1n the level of detail which 1s
possible, the intimate portraits which can be drawn and the impact of the combination of
quantitative and qualitative analysis. The initial section introduces the women’s roles
both as producers and as consumers, looks at the distinctions between what men and
women were doing 1n Salisbury, and places them within the geography of the city.
Women were involved 1n the economy as lone businesswomen and as wives, sisters,
daughters and widows. Detailed examples of each are explored; they have been
selected (dependent on available information) to demonstrate the variety of trades and
the variety of familial relationships to be found in this community. Within particular
trades, women were found at different levels of skill and income. A quantitative

approach has been taken to look at the patterns of working married women 1n two areas

of the city in 1851, testing a simple model of conditions under which married women
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were more likely to be part of the labour market. The results raise a number of issues
about famuly structure and working women. The penultimate section in chapter three
focuses on the growth and contraction of women’s businesses. In prosperous times they
promoted new products, or moved to a better location; under adverse commercial
conditions they might be forced into bankruptcy. Success and failure depended on
many factors, both internal and external, and on the responses with which they were
met. Continuity and change 1n patterns of women’s employment through the second half
of the nineteenth century are discussed in the final section, using an examination of the

census enumerators’ books for 1891.

Chapter four follows working women into the professional fields available to women at
this time, 1n education and in nursing and other caring roles. Salisbury had many
schools providing employment for teachers, and several institutions where women were
required as matron, or nurse. Of particular interest in the context of the concepts of
‘public’ and ‘private’ was the way in which applicants for the post of matron at
Salisbury Infirmary published their candidacy in the local newspaper for all to read.
Reports also appeared of the meetings at which the appointment was made, so these
ambitious women were prepared for public discussion of their qualities and experience,
and the successful new matron had to take up her post with this knowledge out 1n the

community.

Chapter five explores the activities of women 1n non-economic spheres 1n Salisbury.
Areas which were traditionally considered acceptable for women’s public involvement
included music and drama, membership of religious organisations and societies, and
philanthropy. The city had many active organisations in which women worked hard and
were deeply committed. Memberships overlapped and had individuals in common;
networks 1n some cases crossed class boundaries. Leisure time was available to women
in the privileged position of having a source of unearned income or support from
someone else. So many pastimes were only accessible to middle class women. However
all citizens could enjoy entertainments such as the annual fair. Religious groups and
philanthropic organisations were frequently managed by the middle classes for the

benefit of others.
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Women in Salisbury were relatively slow to become involved in political issues, as

women, but chapter six investigates their involvement when opportunities were created.
This was for the relief of poverty, and especially the campaign for women’s suffrage.
Although the 1ssue of ‘votes for women’ hardly arose locally until after the death of
Queen Victoria, women registered for a municipal vote in 1869 in significant numbers.
The campaign for the parliamentary suffrage strictly lies outside the time boundary of
my study, but its relevance for the women of Salisbury who were involved in other

public roles, the continuity of gradual change from earlier decades, and the importance

of the topic 1tself, justifies 1ts inclusion.

Finally, the conclusion offers a review of the project in terms of the public presence of
women and their independence which has been explored 1n 1ts pages. It re-emphasises
the nature of society 1n Victorian Salisbury, its ability to look outwards as well as
inwards, and the diversity of women 1n public life. And the conclusion also draws out
the value of this work as an exemplar for others to replicate, an element that I consider
of special importance. In the Appendix there 1s a brief postscript that looks further
forward into the twentieth century and builds on the discussion already presented on
women’s involvement 1n a diverse range of activities within a city continuing to evolve.
Salisbury was a small provincial city with a distinctive 1identity, whose conservative
culture impressed the values of caution and rectitude on 1its female citizens. This did not

prevent them demonstrating their abilities and interests 1n the public life of the

community.
Sources: Census enumerators’ books

The three main sources used for this research were census enumerators’ books (CEBs),
directories, and a local newspaper, the Salisbury Journal. The CEBs provide a
comprehensive list of individuals residing in an area on a particular date; name, age,
sex, relationship to head of household, marital condition, birthplace and occupation
were recorded.”’ As a local explanation put it ‘persons are bound to furnish all the
necessary particulars’.*® No other source is so wide in its potential scope or, due to its

official nature, so well preserved and widely available. Indeed °[t]he census places

*’ Sample page of CEB p 265
8§71 April 1871 p 8
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named individuals both socially, spatially and temporally’.29 In addition to the internal

details, CEBs can play a crucial part in nominal record linkage with, for example, rate
books, poll books and directories. This enables an occupation to be connected with a
business, and with a particular property, for example. The listing of people by street,
parish and borough allows links to be made with records such as parish registers, which
could fill in intercensal life events for an individual, and council minutes which could
throw light on the development of a residential area.”” As CEBs are a national source,
comparisons can be made between places and between decades 1n the second half of the

nineteenth century.

The enumerator delivered a form to every household 1n his district in the days preceding
census night; every householder was obliged to complete this schedule with the required
information for everyone present on that date. Any gaps were filled 1n by the
enumerator when he collected the forms. Enumerators were appointed by local

registrars and had to have certain qualities:

He must be a person of intelligence and activity; he must read and write well, and have some

knowledge of arithmetic ...he must be temperate, orderly and respectable, and be such a
person as is likely to conduct himself with strict propriety, and to deserve the goodwill of the

inhabitants of his district.’

The information was copied by the enumerator from the form into a book, which was
delivered to the local registrar, and subsequently sent to the census office in London. At
cach stage the information was checked, and at the national office the data was collated

into tables for publication. The original household schedules were then destroyed.™

The published report on the 1851 Census was torn between acknowledging two roles for

women. Firstly, they confirmed the importance to society of women functioning as

* Higgs E, Census Returns in England and Wales, 1993 p 3

** As mentioned above, parish registers have not been used as a significant source for this study. They
would certainly add a great deal of information about the individuals who appear in these pages, and do
need a systematic analysis in their own right. Availability of parish register transcripts 1s expanding
rapidly owing to their attraction for family historians (see for example the publications of the Wiltshire
Family History Society). Their value for local historians deserves exploiting further.

*! Quoted in Higgs, 1996 p 13. Enumerators in Salisbury in 1851 included a ‘pastry cook, baker and pork
factor’, two cabinet makers, a solicitor’s clerk, postmaster, tobacco manufacturer, and the clerk to the
Board of Guardians. It would seem that the registrar William Sutton appointed two of his relatives,

probably his sons, as enumerators.
*2 Summary of process from Lumas S, Making use of the census, 4th edn 2002. See also Nissel M,

People Count, A history of the General Register Office, 1987, and especially Higgs E 4, Clearer Sense of
the Census, 1996 p 11 — 16 for a more detailed description.
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wives and mothers — ‘[t]he most important production of a country is its population”.3 3
But also 1t had to be recognised that their evidence revealed a substantial proportion of
the female adult population with a measurable economic function. A great many

women, of course, combined these roles; they were wives and mothers and workers.

Enumerators were instructed that the ‘occupations of women who were regularly
employed from home, or at home, 1n any but domestic duties, [are] to be distinctly
recorded’.”* In 1891 this was altered to ‘the occupations of women and children, if any,
are to be stated as well as those of men’. Therefore, 1t should be possible to discover
the jobs of working women, but a count of women’s listed occupations will generate
only a very partial picture. There are several different reasons why this was the case.
Firstly, 1t 1s important to remember the economic context and the prevailing economic
orthodoxy at the time of the early censuses. Emphasis on market value as the measure
of worth meant that the only activities seen as productive work were those which
generated a money income.”> Work which had only a use-value was not considered
significant, and was excluded from the recorded occupations. This was most likely to
be performed by women and could make a contribution to a family trade or business as

well as domestic tasks could to the running of the household. The 1891 report

commented on this dilemma:

‘assisting a husband 1n his occupation’ is capable of a very wide interpretation and may be
understood to cover keeping his petty accounts, taking orders or receiving payments for him.

The most important , however, of all female occupations and that which employs the largest

number 1s altogether omitted from the reckoning, namely the rearing of children and the
management of domestic life.*

Secondly, designation as someone’s wife or daughter in the occupation column of the
census return raises the question of the nature of this role — in some cases it probably
was a simple kin relationship (Bishop’s daughter) in others an economic function, and
yet others both.”’ Elizabeth and Sarah Shepperd in Silver Street in Salisbury were both
helpfully described as ‘grocer’s assistant and daughter’. Living at the Lodge of the

Bishop’s Palace in 1881 were John and Ann Sweet. He was described as a general

1851 Census Report Ixxxviii

** Quoted in Higgs, 1996 p 98

> Hill B, ‘Women, Work and the Census: a Problem for Historians of Women’, History Workshop
Journal 35 Spring 1993 p &1

1891 Census general report C7222 p 58

" Higgs, 1996 p 98
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labourer, and she simply as ‘labourer’s wife’ but it is unlikely that she did not perform

the duties associated with keeping the lodge in her husband’s place when necessary.””

Thirdly, employed women earning a wage were also likely to be inadequately covered
in the census listings. It 1s impossible to know how consistent the enumerators were in
recording the work of women in the home, such as dressmaking, which was flexible and
easily combined with being wives and mothers. Some women’s activities can be
confirmed by comparison with other sources, though small-scale spasmodic enterprises
would not necessarily have been included 1n, for example, directories. In 1861 Emma
Wood was recorded with no occupation, even though within the past year she had been
advertising 1n the Salisbury Journal for outdoor apprentices and improvers in her
Millinery and Dressmaking Establishment, and announcing to ‘the ladies of Salisbury
and 1ts neighbourhood that her Showroom 1s now complete. An early inspection is
solicited’.”” Sarah White was also given no occupation in 1861, but was publishing her

own printed trade cards as an ‘Umbrella, Parasol and Sunshade Manufacturer’.

Fourthly, many women’s occupations were part-time and casual or seasonal. This could
result in complete omission, for example 1n the case of harvesting not being needed 1n
March or April, or fewer hands at dressmaking being required out of ‘Season’. Multiple
occupations were common and often integrated into home life in complex patterns, so
even if one activity was recorded, others might be missed.*’ This difficulty was
aggravated when the casual work, even 1f done regularly, was part of a family enterprise
and the wife’s contribution not considered worth mentioning. It 1s rare to find such a
comprehensive entry as that of Mr and Mrs Dawkins living 1n Salisbury High Street in
1851: she was described as a milliner and mantua maker, mistress employing 3 adult
assistants and 5 apprentices, and he was a law stationer, accountant and general
commission agent. Some sources of income which were socially unacceptable to the
recipient, or to the local community, might also go unrecorded. In Winchester Street in
1851 Emma Hopkins, Winifred Goodfellow, Harret Judd, Mary Amer and Marcia

Curtis were all given ‘Common Prostitute’ as their occupation, though such explicitness

°® See Rushton P, ‘Anomalies as evidence in nineteenth-century censuses’, The Local Historian Vol 13
No 8 1979 on this issue and other ‘anomalies’ which he argues are fruitful sources of evidence.

*? 8J 17 March 1860 p 5, 6 June 1860 p S
49 Joyce P, ‘Work’, in Thompson F M L (ed), The Cambridge Social History of Britain 1750 — 1950, Vol

2 Cambridge 1990
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was unusual. Elsewhere 1t has been suggested that the label ‘dressmaker’ could cover

alternative activities such as this.*!

The vocabulary used by householders (and enumerators) to complete census returns was
subject to individual and local variation, knowledge and convention. Was a distinction
made consistently between ‘laundress’ and ‘washerwoman’? If so, what was 1t? The
words used to describe an occupation could also fail to indicate the scale and location of
the operation. A ‘laundress’ might have been taking in washing occasionally to help
when her husband’s income failed, or as a regular job at home, or going out to work at a
large house, or for another woman such as Sarah Harris, who employed five others, or
for the Salisbury Steam Laundry.** If the instructions to enumerators were followed,
the size of an enterprise should have been made clear, but entries were again vulnerable

to the 1diosyncrasies of individuals.

One Salisbury enumerator 1n 1851 was particularly conscientious when 1t came to
writing 1n the occupation column for women. From William Thomas Gould, a woollen
draper, we hear that Janey Way, wife of a blacksmith, was involved in ‘household
work’, as was Ann Maxwell and her two eldest daughters. Mary Bush, wife of a porter,
was ‘employed at home’, Harriett Neate and her daughter Emma were engaged 1n the

‘home department’, while Eliza Shorto’s responsibility was “home management’.

Gratuitous additions to the returns reveal how much additional information could have
been provided. Elizabeth Stockman was designated as head of the household, but 1n the
occupations column was added ‘husband, road waggoner, will return tomorrow’. Mary
Ann Harding was not simply a schoolmistress, but mistress of the Buttermaking School.
This depended on local knowledge on the part of enumerators and their preparedness
both to carry out the instructions of the General Register Office and to go beyond the
minimum required of them. And 1t also varied with the degree of cooperation from
householders, and their willingness to volunteer turther details of their situation and
activities. Officially, women could be enumerators from 1891. Over thirty women

enumerators have been identified nationally, though ‘until recently relatively little

*I'See Emerson J, ‘The Lodging Market in a Victorian City: Exeter’, Southern History Vol 9 1987 p 108
*> Malcolmson P E, English Laundresses, Chicago 1986
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attention was paid to them [enumerators]’.* As more enumerators are identified, the
number of women 1s likely to increase, and it is probable that others will be found
working at earlier censuses, even though they could not be formally employed. A father

taken 1ll, or a brother called away, and why should their daughter or sister not step in to
deliver and collect census schedules? I have found no women enumerators in Salisbury,

yet. It was also possible that where this situation did occur, the quality of the returns

was affected. Would temale householders supply more detailed information to female

enumerators”’

In attempting to 1dentify women’s sources of income another difficulty arises with the
use of terms such as ‘annuitant’, ‘independent’, or ‘living on own means’. While all
these imply unearned funds, ‘independent’ sometimes implied little more than
independence from poor relief, and ‘annuitants’ often existed on very meagre
annuities’.** The clergymen’s widows resident in the Matrons’ College in Salisbury
Close, for example, 1n the 1891 census were recorded as ‘living on own means’ though
they were subject to a qualifying limit for personal income of £50, and could be 1n
receipt of a maximum allowance from the charity of £60.* Alternatively they could be
people with substantial investment or inherited incomes. Two examples are Charlotte
Tinney and Sara Mana Fawcett, each of whom have already been introduced and will
feature again below. Mrs Tinney, a wealthy widow, last appeared 1n the census of 1871,
two years before her death. In the occupation column was written ‘Household Property’.
Her will, valued at £40,000, included four freehold and several leasehold proper‘[ies,.46
Miss Fawcett, spinster and sister of Henry Fawcett, ‘living on own means’ 1n 1901, was
less well off than Mrs Tinney but had been provided with a home and an income by her

father’s will. Indeed as discussed above he had given her the opportunity of living
independently:

* Mills D and Schurer K (eds), Local Communities in the Victorian Census Enumerators’ Books, Oxford
1996 p 22 fn 13

* Harriet Martineau stated that housekeepers ‘may easily afford to purchase a small annuity’. ‘Female
Industry’, The Edinburgh Review CCXXII April 1859 p 308. See also Mills D Edgar M and Hinde A,
‘Southern Historians and their Exploitation of Victorian Censuses’, Southern History Vol 18 1996 p 70

¥ Crittall E 4, History of Wiltshire, Vol 4 (hereafter VCH 4) 1959 p 170. These limits had been set in
1869, and were not raised until 1955.

** WSRO 776/395
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In the event of my said wife and my daughter Sarah Maria not desiring to live together then I

desire4 7that my Irustees shall pay my daughter £100 pa so long as they reside permanently
apart.

In addition to the occupation column, there are other difficulties with using CEBs which
influence the study of women’s work. Changes over time and inadequacies in

distinguishing residential units are problematic when family and household structure are
required. Lack of detailed addresses make it hard to relate the information to maps, and

to street directories, and thus to the location of homes and places of work.*

Although the instructions to householders and enumerators about noting age were clear
by 1851, 1t 1s likely that accuracy was lacking 1n practice, either through 1gnorance or
deception. It 1s not unusual to find discrepancies across decades, probably because ages
were simply not known precisely. Sophia Meatyard, for example, was recorded 1in 1851,
1861, and 1871 as aged 32, 44 and then 56. The 1851 Census Report admonished
women who deliberately lowered their age ‘at the scandalous risk of bringing the
statements of the whole of their countrywomen into discredit’.”” At least if a comment
was added by the enumerator caution can be exercised: ‘exact age refused’ was noted
for Mrs Playey of Salisbury’s Cheesemarket. There were still difficulties forty years
later. In 1891 ° another cause of inaccuracy’ was noted, that women made ‘wilful mis-
statement of their age owing to their desire for various reasons to be thought to be
between 20 — 25 years of age’; though ‘the amount of mis-statement appears to be

gradually, but unmistakably, diminishing’.>”

Further problems are encountered when data from the CEBs are used to study class
structure. Given the difficulties with occupations discussed above, additional
complications are met 1f those are then used as proxy indicators of status and class.

Classification schemes have been debated widely; different systems have been

developed 1n varied contexts, some based on contemporary and some on modern

*” Will of William Fawcett. Salisbury Probate Register 1887, £.219. These are two individual examples
rather than representative cases; detailed information 1s not available for a more systematic analysis.
**In 1871 the Salisbury Local Board of Health appointed a committee ‘to ascertain what streets, alleys
and courts within the borough were un-named and un-numbered’. ‘“They urged this lack to be remedied
‘not only on account of the approaching census, but also because most of the occupiers of houses were
now entitled to the franchise, and their names must appear on the rate-book’. S/ 18 March 1871 p 6

** Quoted in Higgs, 1996 p 81
> 1891 Census general report C7222 p 28
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. : 51 . : : : .
systems of categorisation.” This 1s an important 1ssue for analysis of women’s

occupations 1n relation to their families’ and husbands’ class, and for the study of social

mobility.

This discussion of the CEBs as a source for the local historian investigating women in

the nineteenth century has necessarily concentrated on the difficulties to be met in using
them.”* But in the absence of the original household schedules, the enumerators’ books
are the closest way of reaching individuals 1n their resident family groups. This is a
universal source containing details of almost the whole population during the Victorian
period. It reveals who lived with whom, whereabouts in the community, and who their
neighbours were. Using data for more than one decennial census opens even greater
riches as 1t 1s possible to trace people who altered their household formation, moved
house or changed occupation, or indeed stayed put working at the same tasks. So
despite the drawbacks, CEBs are among the most 1lluminating and comprehensive

sources available for the study of many aspects of nineteenth century society.

Sources: local newspapers

Salisbury 1s fortunate to have one of the longest running local newspapers. The
Salisbury Journal first appeared in 1729-30 and has a continuous existence since
1736.>° An earlier attempt at a similar publication in the second decade of the
eighteenth century, Salisbury Postman, was short-lived. The other newspapers in the
area were the Salisbury and Wiltshire Herald started in 1833 and the Salisbury Times
which lasted for over a century from 1868. The Herald took a clearly Conservative
viewpoint, 1ts birth in 1833 has been described as ‘a daring Tory effort, launched in an
overpoweringly Whig city’,>* announcing that it ‘advocates the interest of agriculture, is
a literary journal and attached to the Church of England’. Its local impact declined after
1846; 1ts name was changed to Wiltshire County Mirror 1n 1852 and continued until

1911 when it was absorbed, with others, into the Wiltshire News. Salisbury Times was

>l EG see Mills and Mills, ‘Occupation and social stratification revisited: the census enumerators’ books
of Victorian Britain’, Urban History Yearbook 1989 pp 63-77, and Drake M and Finnegan R (eds),
Sources and Methods for Family and Community Historians: A Handbook, Cambridge 1994 p 47

>* Another practical aspect is that CEBs are labour-intensive and time-consuming source to use. But the
rewards of reading micro-filmed pages from original books, rather than transcribed machine-readable
VErsions are enormous.

>> A sample front page is shown p 266

>* Richardson H, ‘Wiltshire Newspapers Past and Present’, Wiltshire Archaeological & Natural History
Magazine Vol LXI 1920-22 p 500
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established to fill a gap locally for a cheap Liberal paper on progressive lines. It bought
out the short-lived rival Salisbury Examiner, the city’s pioneer Liberal paper, and
continued under several individual owners, for example Charles Moody in the 1880s
who was a leading Liberal and non-conformist, a former mayor with considerable

municipal interests. In 1891 that paper was taken over by a company with local

activists among the directors and shareholders.™

For this study the Salisbury Journal has been used almost exclusively. During the
period under discussion 1ts availability, accessibility, and consistency of coverage is
invaluable. As 1t 1s not one of the relatively few local newspapers which have been
indexed, familiarity with content and layout greatly enhances the efficiency of use of
this type of source.”® Anyone who has tried to use publications such as this quickly
learns that there are physical constraints due to size or quality of micro-film, and time
constraints due to the sheer volume of material and high distraction factor of much of
the content.”’ So it can be argued that concentrating on one main organ is a sensible use
of scarce resources. Occasional references will be found here to the other Salisbury

papers where 1t proved necessary to confirm information or check details.

The Journal (as 1t 1s known) in the early nineteenth century had been ‘a paper with a
policy of its own, and a moulder of public opinion’.>® The proprietor in the 1830s,
Willhham Bird Brodie, was an enthusiastic reformer who won one of the city’s seats in
the general election of December 1832. Bankruptcy of his other business interests led
to the sale of the Journal 1n 1848 to James Bennett whose widow carried on the paper
after his death in 1859, and was succeeded by her son Edmund Grove Bennett who died
in 1895. Under the Bennetts the Journal ‘abandoned the fierce Whiggism of 1832 and
returned to the dignified 1deal of 1ts e1ghteenth-century days, “open to all parties,

influenced by none” which it has consistently maintained since 1848.”>" It was

> See Wiltshire Newspapers: A Guide, Wiltshire Local History Forum 2003

> Indexing local newspapers is an exercise often undertaken by volunteers, sometimes as a local history
society or class, some as a result of lottery funding, or as a millennium project. The numbers have
increased recently. Murphy M, Newspapers and Local History, Chichester 1991, reports 650 available or
started by 1986, and gives a number of examples. A personal account of an early example of such an
exercise, with problems and solutions, can be found in Elliott B J, “The problems of indexing a local

newspaper’, in The Local Historian Vol 14 No 3 1980.
>’ Winterbotham D and Crosby A, The Local Studies Library: A Handbook for Local Historians,

Salisbury 1998 p 37 |
> Richardson, 1920 p 65

> op cit p 67
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described 1n 1857 as a neutral provincial newspaper that ‘advocates the agricultural
interest, and the Protestant principles of the Church of England. — The news of the week
1s given under different heads, admirably arranged; and the literary articles are well
written’.?” As well as the newspaper and printing business, the Bennetts were a well-
known family of jewellers and silversmiths. Mrs Mary Bennett was described in the
1861 census as ‘a silversmith and jeweller employing four men and one boy, and printer
employing fourteen men and seven boys.” Unfortunately no business records appear to

have survived to throw light on Mary’s management of the newspaper after her

husband’s death, though she was in charge for some ten years.®’

It 1s this latter Journal ot the second half of the nineteenth century that has been widely
exploited as a source for this project, used especially for announcements,
advertisements and reports of local events. Over this period the paper became larger in
size and lower in price, and there was a consequent increase in circulation.®* Leaders
continued to reflect national and international news more than local developments.
However, the verbatim accounts of meetings of the city council, courts of law, and other
institutions and organisations provided detailed information about what was happening
in the city, who was involved and what was important to them, reinforcing the comment
that ‘[t]here is no source of local history so evocative of the atmosphere of any 19"-
century town as 1ts local newspaper. There 1s certainly no contemporary document

more redolent of local identity and local pride’.®

Salisbury may have been unusual in having local newspapermen who were clearly
associated with the public life of the city. Elsewhere °...[reporters] were not permitted

to enter the local council chamber... they had to combat petty censorship... proprietors

s 64

themselves were not permitted to become local justices or councillors...”””. Here James

Bennett had been mayor, then an alderman and was senior magistrate at the time of his

death. The distinctive voices of these papers came to the surface not in the weekly

* Quoted from The Newspaper Press Directory p 60 in Ferdinand C Y, Benjamin Collins and the
Provincial Newspaper Trade in the Eighteenth Century, Oxtord 1997 p 157. An almost identical phrase
was used to indicate the Conservatism of the Herald, see above.

! Moody R, ‘James Bennett of Salisbury (1797-1859): Jeweller and Newspaper Proprietor’, in Wiltshire
Archaeological & Natural History Magazine, Vol 94 2001 and personal correspondence with Robert
Moody.

°* Richardson 1920 p 67

3 West J, Town Records, Chichester 1983 p 224

** Westmancoat J, Newspapers, 1985 p 27
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presentation of information, but when an 1ssue arose on which their parties diverged,

especially at election time, or when a military or diplomatic crisis occurred.

Although the Journal claimed an apolitical view, 1t still had influence over local events
by the degree of enthusiasm with which they were welcomed, criticism offered, or the

165

failure to comment at all.”™ The absence of an opinion on, or even an article about,

many of the social/gender 1ssues central to this work 1s frustrating; but was 1n itself an
indication that they were perhaps not questions that mattered to the proprietor and editor
of the day, at least relative to other news at the time. This does not reduce their
significance to the study, nor detract from the value of the paper as a source. Elsewhere
in its columns the evidence of women’s involvement in the city was clear to see. As
will be shown, an advertisement, for example, for a dressmaker who proclaimed an
increase 1n range of products or a change of address revealed an alteration 1n the

circumstances of the business, and 1s, of course, subject to interpretation 1n the light of

evidence from other sources.
Sources: trade directories

This chapter began by referring to Langmead and Evans Directory, and at first sight,
trade directories such as this are a rich source for studies of urban communities.®® Lists
of people were published from the late 17™ century, but became widely available by the
1830s, declined to the 1860s, then increased again. This was partly due to a tendency
for each volume to cover a wider geographical area, so fewer were needed.®’ The
purpose of a trade directory (as opposed to a specialised one histing members of a
profession) was blatantly financial, so its contents and organisation had to be functional
for their prospective purchasers, the customers for the listed businesses, local people
and travelling salesmen. An alphabetical list of the principal inhabitants was the
common feature, together with a ‘commercial’ section listing tradespeople, and later
street lists, and classified trades sections. The inclusion of information on posts,

transport, markets, local institutions, administrative structure, and religious and

* See, for example, in chapter 2 on Salisbury’s exhibition. Little, 1981 ch 2 (no page numbers) remarks
how a change of editor in 1880 diluted the paper’s support for a public library.

0 Sample page from a directory p 267
°” Shaw G, ‘British Directories as sources in Historical Geography’, Historical Geography Research

Series No 8 1982 p 25
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educational organisations confirmed this functionality. Advertisements increased in

quantity after the duty charged on them was abolished in Gladstone’s 1853 budget.

With wider circulation, greater professionalism and experience of production it might be
expected that later directories were more comprehensive, accurate and reliable than
earlier ones. Larger firms employed full-time agents, had greater continuity of issues
and more systematic revisions, but it 1s also possible to find examples of cost-cutting
measures such as reprinting introductory sections without up-dating.®® Directories must
have been seen as potentially profitable, as local volumes continued to appear after the
concentration of most areas in the hands of Kelly. In Salisbury there was but one 1ssue
of Langmead and Evans Directory, quoted above, though the Preface states ‘It 1s
intended to publish this work 1n future on the First of January in each year’. Oliver
Langmead was the City Librarian. He thanked ‘the Clergy and Gentlemen who have
helped them to obtain the names etc of residents 1n the villages’, and acknowledged the
problems of such an undertaking: ‘The greatest possible care has been taken to ensure
this edition being correct, but owing to the difficulty there 1s 1n a work of this kind the
Publishers do not hold themselves responsible for any error that may occur’. And errors

were bound to occur, some, such as spellings, are obvious to the modern reader but 1t 1s

the unknown ones which are hazardous.

Certain places and people were more likely to be included 1n directory listings than
others, and 1n this they are potentially profitable sources for the social structure of a
community. Poorer people would not be good customers for directory users, and
inhabitants of the over-crowded, multi-occupancy courts inside Salisbury’s chequers, or
agricultural workers 1n scattered rural comrhunities were seldom listed.”” However,
Langmead and Evans did record a surprising number of labourers 1n the city. The key
division between ‘private’ and ‘commercial’ residents was used by different compilers,
but how consistently it was interpreted is difficult to determine.”’ Professional people
could be found in both lists; in Salisbury’s society the urban gentry and professional

families were closely interconnected and this was demonstrated by the placing of

°® Shaw, 1982 p 30 and Pryce W T R, ‘Directories’, in Drake and Finnegan, 1994 p 61

°” The grid pattern of Salisbury’s streets created blocks of buildings, the outer of which had a street
frontage; inside these blocks or chequers smaller domestic and workshop units faced inwards to courts;
see p 66-7

"* Page D, ‘Sources for Urban History 8: Commercial Directories and Market Towns’, The Local
Historian Vol 11 No 2 1974 comments on the completeness of professional and clergy listings in Ashby

de la Zouch
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individuals in directories. Slater’s Directory of 1852 headed its first list for Salisbury
‘Nobility, Gentry and Clergy’, and included James Bennett, jeweller and proprietor of
the Salisbury Journal, Stephen Hill, solicitor, and Charlotte Tinney in that category
(along with the Bishop, the Dean and Lord Radnor). Bennett and Hill also appeared in
the relevant classified section, as did medical men under Physician or Surgeon as
appropriate. In Kelly’s Directory of Wiltshire published 1in 1855, surgeon John Winzar
was listed twice, as was architect John Peniston, but John Roberts MD was only in the
first category. William Fawcett, maltster and brewer, was also in both lists in the 1867
edition of Kelly’s. It would appear that some characteristics of social status were
objectively determined, while others were more dependent on local recognition and
designation, and therefore subject to variation. Anyone with a title was clearly ‘nobility,
gentry and clergy’, as was an individual or family living at a ‘good’ address on an
unearned income, and also spinsters and dowagers of prominent families, even 1f the

origin of their position was professional or commercial.

Directories have to be used with care to 1dentify women. They were present among
listings of ‘private’ citizens in generous numbers, the widows and daughters of
sufficient wealth and social standing to be classified as independent people, though
dependent on previous assets of their families. Other wives and daughters of all classes
were omitted almost completely. Working women with part-time and casual
employment were not likely to be included, but those with multiple occupations can be
found. Family businesses were normally listed under the name of the men. Apparently
numerous women were listed 1n trade sections, probably a fair representation of those
who were well-established, known to the compilers, willing to be included, and/or
conscious of the benefit 1t might bring to their enterprise. But that 1s not to say the list

71
was complete.

Extracting women with 1dentifiable occupations from the directories for Salisbury
around the middle years of the nineteenth century produced a list of over 300
individuals. Other sources reveal that this 1s an inadequate measure of the total. One
simple example is ‘Smith and Son’ of Butcher Row, among the butchers 1n the

classified trades section of Slater’s 1852 Directory. The census confirms that these two

"' Tt was, however, likely to be more complete than, say rate books which were dependent on property
ownership.
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people were Sarah Smith and James Smith, butcher and ‘butcher’s son and assistant’, so

Sarah would have been omitted from an assessment based solely on the directory.

This process of testing the coverage of directories by comparing them with other
sources, for example the payment of poor rates, or fees paid to inspectors of weights and
measures, as well as censuses, also reveals omissions and the difficulty of making
positive identifications.”* To take just one example, from Fisherton Anger, an adjoining
parish to the west that was effectively part of the city of Salisbury by the mid 19th
century. A baker and shopkeeper of Fisherton paid numerous fees for weights, but there
was no Mrs Shillard or Shellerd listed in Kelly’s, though Mrs Sarah Shilling was a
trader in Fisherton Anger, and Sarah Shillard was clearly listed 1n Slater’s. It 1s likely
that this was the same person, and demonstrates the value of reading a name aloud and
not ssimply relying on written spellings. Similarly, Mrs Kingham paid 2s 1lld for six 1ron
weights and over 20 brass ones, but she did not appear 1n a directory, and Priscilla
Dennis occupied a house and shop on which rates were paid, but she also had no entry

1n a directory.

In his recent overview of the use made by local historians of directories, which 1s
generally supportive of their value as a source, Gareth Shaw comments that gender has
been a relatively neglected variable in such studies.’” Taking into account the other
advantages of directories, such as their descriptive introduction to a place and the
reliable lists of office holders 1n local government and other organisations, it can be
argued that the drawbacks are outweighed by the rewards.’* As the examples have
demonstrated, the experience of using directories for this study confirms their value. No
other source approaches a directory in terms of accessibility, continuity or
comprehensiveness. The ‘long and profitable link between local history and directories’

continues; they can still be seen as the ‘perfect epitome of local history’.”

"> It is not always possible to know the timing of compilation of different sources of evidence.

" Shaw G, Directing the Past: Directories and the Local Historian, Ashbourne 2003 p 26 . However, a
large-scale survey of Birmingham analysing the business activities of women concluded ‘directories are
most useful in recording the business activities of women, something not always available n other
sources’. Jenns K R P, Female business enterprise in and around Birmingham, unpublished PhD thesis
University of Birmingham 1997, quoted in Shaw 2003.

™ Atkins P J, ‘London Directories: a reassessment’, The Local Historian Vol 18 No 4 1988 p 189

S Shaw, 2003 p 1, second quotation is from Goss C W F, The London Directories 1677 — 1855, 1932

33



Sources: other publications, official and institutional records

Other regular publications, such as parish magazines, and the Diocesan Gazette have
been used to provide information in appropriate sections. The former in the nineteenth
century contained a high proportion of standard material — uplifting moral narratives,
biographies of worthy individuals, retelling of Bible stories, and tales of missionary
achievements. The local content of parish magazines listed births, marriages and
deaths, reported events, and published obituaries of prominent parishioners, and
homilies from the clergy. Amongst the matenal 1n the Diocesan Gazette the most

useful has been the accounts of organisations such as the Girls Friendly Society and the

Diocesan Itinerant Mission.

Institutions, especially those run as voluntary bodies, kept detailed records because of
their accountability to trustees or other forms of governors. Salisbury Infirmary
published an annual report and accounts. There 1s one surviving Minute Book for the
Diocesan Institute for Trained Nurses. The Poor Law Guardian’s Minute Books only
too often recorded simply decisions without the preceding discussion, as did the

Minutes of the Soup Kitchen Committee.

Log books survive for Salisbury elementary schools from the 1860s and supply a wealth
of detail about the daily life of teachers and pupils.

Salisbury gained a local board of health as part of the campaign to improve public
health following the cholera outbreak in 1849. The board had power to raise a local
rate, so property valuation and payments were recorded 1n rate books. Arranged by
parish, the entries also give both occupiers and owners. In the 1869-70 volume, for
example, Charlotte Tinney owned five tenements, each valued at £3 9s 8d, 1in St
Edmunds parish, she lived in the parish of St Martins, where her house and grounds

were given a value of £71.8s 0d, and the garden £9.10s 0d.”

76 WSRO G23/510/15 950,1002,1006. See also Drake and Finnegan (eds), 1994 p 112-3
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Sources: ephemera, legal documents and personal papers

Many sources of evidence about women’s lives were ephemeral, so their survival and
availability for study has been a matter of chance. Salisbury Museum has a collection
of ‘ephemera’ which contains trade cards and billheads of local businesses.”’ Some of
these were eloquent 1n describing the nature of the enterprise: Miss Mullins did not
simply sell coloured wools and canvas for Berlin work, she offered private classes in the
skills required. Unfortunately, the original collector of these elaborately illustrated
invoices and receipts was only interested 1n the printed heading of the document, not in
its use, so in most cases the hand written lists of items bought or services rendered, their
prices and the customer’s name have been cut off and discarded. Alison Kay has
discussed the value of these materials, commenting how they demonstrated ‘not only
differences 1n the taste of the proprietors but also the messages they chose to convey to

the mz:u‘ketplz':lc:e"".*78

Chance has also played a part in the life of more formal documents. The deposition by
solicitors’ firms of their clients’ papers after a suitéble interval can result in something
coming to light which sheds exciting light on an aspect of research. An example 1s the
Misses Hooper’s partnership deed discussed below.” Ann Helen Marrian kept up a
copious correspondence with her landlords over shortcomings of her house: °...I cannot
spend another winter here unless there 1s a good heating apparatus ...", I ask that the
repairs to my house etc may be done soon as I am afraid of the workmen spoiling the
garden for the summer’.*° But this probably only survived because she leased a
property in the Close from the Dean and Chapter whose record keeping was exemplary

owing to the longevity and extent of their assets.

Wills should be a more reliable source, 1n terms of survival, but not all women wrote
one, and their business activities were not always mentioned by those who did. For

some women their enterprise was only one part of their lives, perhaps before marriage,

" This is an example of how it is important to explore the possible value of any source of evidence,
however unlikely it may appear at first sight, and however off-putting the catalogue entry. See
Winterbotham and Crosby, 1998 p 102 for a brief discussion of ephemera as source material

® Kay A C, ‘Retailing , Respectability and the Independent Woman in Nineteenth century London’, in

Beachy R et al (eds), Women Business and Finance in Nineteenth -century Europe: rethinking separate
spheres, Oxford 2006 p 157

P Seep 105 - 6

¥ WSRO 776/982
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so it was no longer relevant when they came to make a will. Eleanor Bryant, for
example, 1n both the 1851 census and Slater’s directory was described as a bricklayer,
but her will, written only a few years later makes no mention of the business. In
contrast, Sophia Meatyard writing in 1866 empowered her trustees ‘to carry on my trade
or business of a Butcher’. Firmin Potto of the Haunch of Venison bequeathed all the

stock in trade, fixtures and fittings and other ‘things belonging to my business together
with the goodwill of such business’ to his wife Louisa, urging her to use ‘her best ability

to keep on foot the license for keeping open the said premises as a Licensed Victualling

House’, as well as requiring that she keep up the £500 fire insurance.®’

Personal letters and diaries are potentially a wonderful source for local historians, but
faced an even more erratic survival rate.*” Very recently the memorandum book of a
Salisbury tradesman, William Small, has been acquired by the Record Office, and will
be made the subject of a future volume by the Wiltshire Record Society. * The
incidence for more literate higher classes, with time and interest for such activity,
should surely be much higher, though this does not mean they necessarily still exist.*

So the fact remains that for a particular place at a particular time, 1t 1s a very fortunate

historian who has access to this type of personal source.

Only one year survives — 1895 — of the diary written by Sarah Mana Fawcett (1830 —
1923).% She wrote in French and Italian, so it has required translating. The entries were

generally very brief, recording her health, the weather and her dailly commitments.
Almost never did she express an opinion. But 1t 1s possible to reconstruct her circle of

acquaintance, both locally and further afield. Her duties as Secretary for the Local

*! A widow inheriting the business from her innkeeper husband was widespread. As Davidoff and Hall,
1987 p 299 have found ‘Every male innkeeper who made a will in Witham left his business
unconditionally to his wife, as did most of those 1n Birmingham’. However they conclude ‘there were
limits to what they [the widows] could make of their position’. Fifty years later, Louisa Potto in Salisbury
continued to run a successful business, see belowp 111.

*> Perhaps that is being too pessimistic, as J D Marshall, writing over thirty years ago, suggested that the
productions of diarists ‘in the form of memorandum books, commonplace books, journals, sets of notes or
even scribblings upon other documents, are often to be found in local libraries, record offices and private
collections’. Marshall J D, “The Analysis of Diaries’, The Local Historian Vol 9 No 6 1971.

Burnett et al have identified some 1,800 autobiographies written by working men and women between
1790 and 1945.

> Hobbs S, ‘William Small’s memoir’, Sarum Chronicle 3 2003

*TItis heart-breaking to receive a letter which states ‘according to reports he found two large packing
cases full of papers, thought they were of no interest and put them on the bonfire’. These are believed to
have been a large collection of Henry Fawcett’s private papers including personal letters from two Prime
Ministers and from Queen Victoria. (Personal correspondence tfrom Peter Fawcett)

% The bursar at The Godolphin School discovered the volume, and gave me permission to use it. It has
since been deposited as WSRO acc 2954. Many thanks to Keith Bain for the translation.
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Examinations, and as a Governor of The Godolphin School come through clearly.
Although not a young woman she attended many social and charitable events during the
year. It was a delight to be able to link newspaper reports of a concert with someone
who was 1n the audience listening to “Miss Edmee de Dreux, a very promising young
singer, who possesses a well-trained voice of great power and range’.”® Other diarists
have written about more significant events or better-known people, or comment on

historically more important issues.®’ However, the tantalising details of an intimate local

account of life in Salisbury are worth a great deal.®

Sources: others

Any local study is likely to encounter anecdotes and tales from family memory,
especially in an area of many active local history societies and classes.” Lecturing to
such groups often generates contributions from the audience, but most are unverifiable
by more conventional historical evidence. This 1s not to say they have no value, but

must only be used with great caution, and in addition to more orthodox sources. They

can add colour, or contrast, and can support hunches or guesses when other sources are

too general 