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¥41tor of the"Daily Cormercial ﬂann','
Ban Tranclago, 0al,

Dear Jirse
! Your ionue of ihe 10th Inast, oontalnad n eriticionm of my
dsltion on "The llatoh lietohy Watar Jupply® and I asmme tifnt you will
o fair enouch to pive me a "square deoal® i{n the mattor and wnoe
send vou tils reply. Tha writer of that oriticism !o evidently one of
those whom I referred to aa haing "wadied® to tha lHotgh Helehr syaten,
-though he does not disciosne his identity,

ifa brunhes nanlde my reference to Profensor “‘arx' n'ntemonta
made before the Comron Y2alth Club, saring that the Profesnor had not
hnd an opportunity to make tus nsc-asary studles involved, hut ho
"Talln to sxplnin the following 1nnmiarae used by tha Prafessor on that
ocennion,

"It can rondily be shown that tin drainage area neuded for a

woter supply capable of Turnishing HHOO,OOO%OOO galions per dar gan he

nd on a number of tlhe Slerra stroams, That thn dratnaze areas of
strbame north of the Tuolumne give hatiar promise of mesting thana
roquirements, onn not be doninsd, It oan not hHe sald that the phraleal
data now nanlahlo are siuch as to admit of a reliabhle comparison of ;
the relative values of Lhn various sourges of water supply for San
Wrancisco from tiae Slarras,®

These statements ean not be brushed aside a0 lightly and they
would lead one to bHollave that Prof, Yarx had piven considerable
thought to tha aubjeot,

However, I have not based my oconviotions thnt there are other
Alerra supplies available on the authority of Prof., Marx alonea, bhut
have for many yoars discuassed this subject with othor eminent ongsinecrg
in order to enlighten mvaelf, It would neenm incredible tiint the run
off from the pgreat roof of the SGierra should ba gonfined to the Tuolim-
na ayntem, sspocially in view of the frot that Mr, arsden Mannon'n
inohye¥ab 1inen entablinhied bayond tis peradventdre of a douht that
the anount of ralnfall inereases rnterianlly as we go Torth on the
Slerra watershed,

; Therefors, tha undlsolosed aritio's statement that- I would
be batter equippad for a full and juat aonsidaration of the qurstions
17 I hnd sccurad my information from angzineern who alrosdy hive their
knowledgpe, wan based upon a falss pronine, Yaat tho eretie had in
mindy douhtlesa, was that I should hnve megurad ny inforration nolely
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from those who are "weddod" to tue iistch H?tohy project,

_ In uls argunent in reply to my sugcasted list of otier
sources, he says, first - that none is compnradble in purity to the
Hetoh Heteohy, excopt tho Stanimlaus, The proponsnts of the Hotech
Hetchy schoeme at one time admitted that the Laie Flqnor and Chorry
River supply was also. All the other supplies mentiened, exeept one,
head in liational Torest reserves a&nd analyvals hns shown nome of thon
at leanst to equal the Tuolwmne in purity.

In uis sacond premise he admits tuatl the storace eapacity of
some of the systems is adequate, whioh is qulte a concessinn coming
from the source it does,

His third premise is more subtle, in tiat he asnerts that the
other nystems are all complionted with exlatinq "rights® to a grester
oxtent than Hoteh llstohy. ©urely this prophet im posaessed of nore
than ordinary insight and oan foretell the verdiots of juries and the
Judrments of gourts years in advance of thelvpronoungement. I fear ne
that the owners and counael of the altarnatiype systems will have
gorious pround for differengs from my learnad “riend, s overlooins
tio Tact tunt one of tho strongest or;aunizations of irrdéniiom™an =
uheroiwltkluithe area affeoted Ey vator systems mentionod, is rewdy
to maintain its rights by Tighting to tae last ditoh,

s righ g_‘:t':vm“m 8 t ditoh,

However, be that as it may, I an willing in meet my adversary
on the grougd he has selngcted as the only tenable one Tor maintaining
hins position, and, for argumoent's sake meraly, I will assume the »
opposition o% existing rights might be lesas serious in the onsae of a
Hetoh limtchy supnly, My proposition s as follows, and this 1n wiat
I am advocating with all the forge I posness: The reaserving of the ke
Yonemite National Park was no fortuitous ciroumstancs done witiout "-il}ﬂ
objeet or reason, 1t was cereated bacause of ths wonderful agrregation f‘dw._r
of nntural scénic features existing within itas horders "which the ' f
Congrens of the United States nought by law to pressrye for all eoming 1
time as naarly as pragticable in the condition fashioned by tiie hand
of tie Creator = a worthy objooct of nationnl pride and a aource. of .
healtiful pleasure and reost for the thousands of people who may-annunl=
1y sojourn there during the heated moutus.® J&hin Mulr and nomo of hin
interaested friends started the movemsant wihlech rosulted in this
dedication by Congress to the people of the nation, What rigsht then,
has any local community to step in and say "This wator suprly and
syatem iave oargfully been proserved all these years Tor the bhanefit
of tlie publiog, while other avalladble systems have pasancd into private
handa - it niil bhe cheapsr to enter tiis pudblis park and aphroplate 7.
tuat whioh im not privately owned = only becaunsa 1t has hoen devoted ?

“ 0625/

Original located at University of the Pacific Library
Holt-Atherton Special Collections




3-

hor usen?® I anawor without equlvocation, it has no such ri ht
WSES there arce other sources of supply avallable, even if to obhtain
8 will mean increased cost, Jut my laarned uritlc has failed to
.._,f‘t Mnce me that upon due investigation Jan Trancisco will not be
AR to nocure on adeauntsa water supnly at l2am exnonas elnowhoras,
2ovEnows na well as I do that susl quastions ean not v aottled In
svwapaper dlocunsionsz. 4o agserts tint the ground hins alrond; Doon
govared by cumpstent enginsers and vhe deglsiom made in favor of
Wweeh letchy. This {n n very bald assertion,as unsupported by the
eovidence =y have, of nsceaalty, dbsan my statements, It is rnde by one
viery clonely "weddsd® to the aystom he is advoeating and suecir tentirony
rould have vory little woalpht hefore an impartial trivunnl, It is
like aamerting that "I t.ink 80 »nd so and therafsre 1t muat he so,"
: Ban Trannlwgo eun well afford, <sproeially in view b har present
" finuncial condition and nar urpent nesassitiea, to approach thin sihe
‘Jeot with deliberation and aoquire the data wnloh Profensor '‘arx, nnd
mray other enpsinesrs, think necassary hafore eovmitting {ts«lf to any
one system,” The Hetol Yletchy syvatam is amply protacted and s not
liabls to he grantaed to other aprlleants meanwhile,

One polint ravaing and I am 4done, My critio refera to a clr-
cular on thes asuhjaat and brands a ¢ rtain portion of {t not only as
a "misrepresentation® but as an "absolute mimstatement®, I reprot tlat
his zeal has carried him thus for, I had hoped that this dincunsion
s10uld he antiYely free of suoh personnlitiess John Yulr wrote that
circular, Iiis name i3 signed to ity liln stralght Torward Seotch
charaster parmite. of no dlssendling and he neyer rasorts to mabterfure,
Zveryonae who has ever lnd the fortuns to leok into lils clenr gray cvos
knowr that he would not make n migstatoment as eanrged by my oritic
even thouph 4t would bring him a prineoipality. 9 necds no vindion!lnn
at my hatds, If my eritic had not been blindad by his exoess of xoal,
he would linvs saved himself from falling into the error of wrongfally
gliarging a man of Yulr's standing and character with writing nian‘nfe=
ments and “abaolute nensense®, e would have ssan that Mulr only
intended to convey the {dea that the suhlime way up the Tuolurne
Canon from ileteh lletehy would ba hopelesaly bloaked if the latter
wore dmwmémod, [t has been my pleasure to visit tha. ilateh letohy and
tiin Tholwma Oanron Jany timen and.I ‘moe this stateant o Yuir's to
Do ahaolute faote Mre JUlr novoer intondad Lo amivey 1w idna 4hind
acoens to tie heart of tihe Slerra would b2 hopnlonsly blookod and 1t
took an excenss of imasination to inJsct this idea into his language,

fome people contend that the destrugtion of thie hoantiful
meadown and groves of liotch Hetcly Vallay and the altoration of thin
natural setting by the croation of a regervolr with its unsipghtly -
margin and 2xpossd flats as willl ocour in late Summer at time of low
water, will sniiange the beauty of the Vallay, MWulr nnd I do not arree
with thene asalous enthusiasts but, he thnt an it ray, 1t d-as not
anaver tha fact that Heloh letéhy Valley will de rendered lons acpons=
ible =« that eamping and living on the floor of Me Valloy will be
rendered irponslble ~ and how else oan one enjoy to the full its
wenderful boAttles, waich our artist Kelth saya are, in sore raspects,
even synerior to.Yozemite? We might as wall dam Yoasmite to enlhinnce
its sacenle atiragtional Suoh argurents, as thase are mars asopnistr:,
I maintaln that when othar water asuppliss exist that oan be procurasd
at. preater or less exrense than the Heteh atohyr suprly, we should not
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a National Park and alter its soenic wonders reserved for the
@ of the entire United States,

igAh
2 The Yosemite Mational Park means much for the future of
fornia and the precedent of entering its borders for local gain

& principle which I most strenuously oppose,

Very sinhcerely,
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