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ABSTRACT 

 Title                   : Deconstruction on Feminism in Arthur Golden’s Geisha 

Researcher : Ridha Syafriany Ridwan 

Reg number : 40300106056 

Consultant I : Dr. H. Barsihannor, M. Ag                                                   

Consultant II : Syahruni Junaid, S.S., M. Pd 

 

  The main aim of this research is to find out the meaning of a true 
Geisha. The problem statements in this thesis are, (1) “how Arthur Golden 
represented a true Geisha in his work “, (2) “are there the changes of meaning 
of Geisha in the work of Arthur Golden “ 
      
 This research is consisted of 35 chapters on the novel Memoirs of a 
Geisha by Arthur Golden as the sample. To get the data, this research used the 
feminism approach to deconstruct the meaning of true Geisha, because when 
we talked about women, one of theories which commonly appear is feminism. 
Besides that, the writer read the novel of Memoirs of a Geisha as the main 
source of the data, and then to analyze this data, the writer used descriptive 
method which described accurately the meaning of a true Geisha.  
 
 The implication of this research is that in deconstructing the text, we 
could use our own interpretation to describe the text itself. This research tells 
us some meanings from a true geisha based on the novel. We can see that a 
true Geisha is totally different from the prostitute. Besides that, we also can see 
the meaning of Geisha is deconstructed in the novel between the common 
meaning and the interpretation of Arthur as the author of the novel. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background   

 Rees (1973: 11 – 13) gives idea that people learn literature to help them 

to understand another country and its people to appear in well educated, to pass 

an examination or simply to enjoy. Reading novel is enjoyable. It can give the 

reader some advantages as well. 

 There is a relation between literature and our ordinary life. Still in Rees, 

(1973:3) mentioned that literature is a piece of writing, which expresses and 

communicates thought, feeling, and attitude toward life. It implies that, 

literature can deal with human activity or human expression. 

 Kennedy (1983: 4) states that reading literary fiction is not a merely 

passive activity, but it demands both attention and insight–lending 

participation. 

 Literature is commonly divided into many kinds of works. One of them 

is novel. Why the writer takes novel, because the research is talking about the 

novel of Memoirs of a Geisha. Therefore, the writer will quote some opinions 

about the novel below. 

   



 Kennedy (1983: 180) broadly defines a novel as a book length story in 

prose, whose author tries to create the senses, that while we read, we 

experience actual life. A novel, as a fiction, is written based on the imagination 

of the author when his or her imagination emerges, moves and works after the 

author knows, feels, and inspects in everyday life. All sorts of event seen are 

processed, classified, and then expressed in a story. An author tells a story 

concerning people, their relationship and also their experience with others in a 

society to represent life in a novel. The concept or idea that comes from the 

author is going to convey to readers. In many cases, some events in fiction are 

usually related to author’s life and her/ his surroundings. 

 Based on the explanation above, the writer concludes that through the 

literature, especially novel, man can get pleasure and enjoyment and also can 

learn and understand about many things in this life. Because all literature 

works has a close relationship with the society in the social life condition. 

They can influence the society’s attitude and life, and as the result of society, 

the condition can influence the development of the literature which is related to 

human life, such as social life and the culture. As a literary work, novel can 

show us the description and imagination about something. A novel also 

connects with many experiences of life, and that is why, the writer chooses the 

novel as the object of her research.  



 In talking about literature, we can see and also learn many theories 

inside of it. One of the theories is Deconstruction on feminism approach. This 

is based on the title that the writer will talk about in this paper. In this case, the 

writer chooses the novel Memoirs of a Geisha, because this novel can be 

viewed through Feminism and the author tries to deconstruct what exactly a 

true Geisha through his novel. The writer tries to describe that actually the 

reader can not only find another interpretation or another meaning in the text, 

but also can make their own opinion or deciding their own presentation about 

the text itself. 

B. Problem Statements 

 Based on the above statements that talk about the connection between 

deconstruction on feminism and the work of Arthur Golden, the writer 

considers about two things: 

a. What are the changes of meaning of Geisha by Arthur Golden? 

b. How is deconstruction on Feminism in representing a true Geisha in the 

work of Arthur Golden? 

C. Objective of Research 

The Objectives of the research are: 

a. To find out what are the changes of meaning of Geisha by Arthur 

Golden 



b. To find out how is deconstruction on Feminism in representing a true 

Geisha in the work of Arthur Golden 

D. Significant of Research 

 After studying about the work of Arthur Golden by using the 

Deconstruction on feminism approach, the significances that can be obtained 

are as follow: 

a. the writer can understand about how to deconstruct the meaning of a 

true Geisha through the novel. Therefore, it can become a reference for 

another researcher who will conduct a similar research. 

b. this study is also expected to be useful for students of English and 

Literature Department which will learn more about literature, especially 

in deconstructing meaning in a novel. 

c. to give the readers knowledge about another culture especially Japan 

and the life of Geisha 

E. Scope of Research 

Scope of research of Arthur Golden’s work has been analyzed by using 

deconstruction by referring on Feminism. It means that the writer would like to 

know what exactly the meaning of Geisha represented in the work of Arthur 

Golden itself through the perspective of feminism. 



CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

A. Previous Findings 

 The research has been done by Purba (2009) on her research “Studi 

Deskriptif Tentang Persepsi Mahasiswa Universitas Sumatra Utara Terhadap 

Profesi Geisha dalam Film Memoirs of a Geisha”. She analyzed what exactly 

the profession of a true Geisha based on the movie. This research, found that 

the profession of Geisha is truly become the entertainer in art, especially in 

Japanese Traditional Art. Even though, most of the people state that a Geisha is 

a prostitute. But through this research, we can see that a Geisha is the real 

entertainer in arts. 

 Next, a research that has been conducted by Juanda (2009) in “Wajah 

Sebuah Vagina “in Naning Pranoto’s Novel ( Deconstruction Analysis on 

Feminism). This research has found that deconstruction finally deconstructed 

all the feminism issues in that novel. Through the deconstruction, all the 

feminism issues have been deconstructed in the plural meaning, not in the 

singular meaning. 

 Both of the researches above have the similarity to what the writer 

wrote in this thesis. But, this thesis is different from the research above 



because this thesis uses the deconstruction on feminism as the support theory 

to reveal from Arthur’s description about Geisha in his work.  

 

B. Synopsis of Memoirs of a Geisha 

 This novel is telling about an exotic and mysterious world in Japan in 

the early of 1930. It is before World War II. At that time, a little girl named 

Chiyo and her daughter, Satsu, brought to Kyoto to be sold by her father and 

worked as a slave in a Geisha’s house. During worked there, Chiyo is treated 

very rude and even got hit. Because she cannot take that anymore, Chiyo and 

her sister were trying to run away from there. Unfortunately, they failed to 

meet again because Chiyo were caught and back soon to the house. Later on, a 

little Chiyo must through the worst life under the pressure of the owner of 

Geisha’s house because she is threatened to be a slave for her entire life beside 

she has to become a slave for the one of the top Geisha in Kyoto, named 

Hatsomomo. Once time, when she was sitting down on a bridge of Shirakawa 

river, at the very first time she met with Mr. Imamura Ken. Not only that, 

beyond all of this things, this honorable guy entertained her by treated her an 

ice cream and gave her his handkerchief. From that moment, Sayuri promised 

herself to be a Geisha. This belief is kept well by her so that she can meet with 

that guy one day later. Time goes by, and Chiyo’s dream comes true when 



Hatsumomo’s rival, named Memeha came to teach her all the techniques that 

needed to be a Geisha. Starting from dance the traditional dancing ( Tachikata 

), sing ( Jikata ), play shamisen (a traditional harp from Japan ), tie the flowers, 

dress in Kimono, understand the way of tea ceremony as formal, pour sake 

with a sensual way as possible as she can, and after that Memeha changed 

Chiyo’s name to be Sayuri as the adult woman ( Golden, 2002 ). 

 Here are the main characters that appear in the novel: 

No. Name As 
Characteristic 

1. Chiyo Chan 

As a 

success 

Geisha 

“my mother’s eyes were a 

translucent gray, and mine are just 

the same"(chapter 1, page 2) 

= Chiyo has a blue beautiful eyes 

like her mother and she is a  hard 

worker 

2. Hatsumomo 
As one of 

Geisha 

“she was one of the most renowned 

geisha in district of Gion”. ”she was 

a petite woman; the top of her 

hairstyle reached no higher than Mr. 

Bekku’s shoulder”(chapter 3, page 



21) 

= hatsumomo is a beautiful Geisha 

and also has a wonderful hairstyle, 

she is also a kind and helpful woman 

3. Pumpkin 

A little girl 

like chiyo 

who also 

worked in 

hatsumomo 

house 

“She turned out to be a girl about 

my age”.”Her body was narrow, but 

her face was plump and almost 

perfectly round, so that she looked to 

me like a melon on a stick”.”She 

stuck her tongue out when she 

stirred her miso soup, or scooped 

rice into a bowl, or even tied the 

knot of her robe. And her face was 

truly so plump and so soft”.(chapter  

3, page 23) 

= Pumpkin has a round face, really 

like a pumpkin and she is also thin. 

She is also a hard worker like Chiyo 

4. Auntie The woman “Suddenly an older woman, tall and 



that took 

chiyo from 

Mr.  Bekku 

knobby, like a bamboo pole,  

appeared in the doorway behind 

her”(chapter 3, page 21) 

= She is an old woman and also tall. 

She is a bad temper 

5. Mother 

The owner 

of house 

where 

hatsumomo 

lived 

“Mother was a bit on plum side, with 

stubby fingers and a fat 

neck”(chapter 3, page 24) 

= mother is also an old woman but 

not too old and greedy for money 

6. Mameha 
A famous 

geisha 

“it was such a perfect oval”(chapter 

10, page 74) 

= a very beautiful geisha and helpful 

woman 

7. 

Chairman, 

or Mr. 

Iwamura 

Ken 

An 

industrialist 

from 

Iwamura 

“a smooth patch as broad as a pale, 

with two sharp bumps at the outside 

edge for cheekbones” 

“calm face, his features were so 



electronic smooth and serene. He was probably 

about forty-five years old, with gray 

hair combed straight back from his 

forehead”.(chapter 9, page 70-71) 

= He has a gray hair which it 

combed straight and old. He is also a 

calm man 

8. 

Baron 

Matsunaga 

Tsuneyoshi 

Memeha’s 

Danna 

“he was small and very round, with 

a certain kind of heaviness, 

particularly around his eyes. Beards 

were very fashionable at that time, 

and the Baron wore a number of 

long, soft hairs on his face that I’ to 

resemble a beard, but looked to me 

more like some soft of gamish, or 

like the thin strips of 

seaweed”(chapter 15, page121) 

= an old man and very small. He has 

beard on his face and selfish 



9. 
Nobu 

Toshikazu 

Iwamura’s 

right-hand 

man 

“that Nobu is…a bit peculiar-

looking” 

“even from a distance the skin of his 

face looked like a melted 

candle”(chapter 16, page 127) 

= He has a terrible looking because 

of the fire and has a high ambition in 

getting something 

10. Dr. Crab The Doctor 

“because he had his shoulders 

hunched up and his elbows sticking 

out so much”. 

“he even led with one shoulder when 

he walked”. 

“he had a mustache on his 

face”.(chapter 18, page 142) 

= He is an old man and bound when 

he walked. Besides that, he has a 

moustache on his face. He is a silent 

man also. 



 

C. Biography of Arthur Golden 

 Based on Golden (1997: 483), Arthur Golden was born in 1956 in 

Chattanooga, Tennessee, United States. He is the owner of the New York 

Times. Golden was educated at the Baylor School (a private coeducational 

school for both day and boarding students) in Chattanooga, Tennessee. He 

attended Harvard College and graduated in 1978 University and also studied 

Mandarin Chinese. He then went to work for a magazine in Tokyo. When he 

returned to the United States, he earned an M.A. in English at Boston 

University. He currently lives in Brookline, Massachusetts. Memoir of a 

Geisha is the first novel that he published. Memoirs of a Geisha spent two 

years on the New York Times bestseller list. It has sold more than four million 

copies in English and has been translated into thirty-two languages in all 

around the world. 

 

D. Geisha  

 Geisha in Japan language is a Japan entertainer. Geisha burgeons in 18 

and 19 century, until this time, even though the number of Geisha is not much 

anymore. Geisha is a female artist who has the capability in her subject, for 

dancing, singing, or even playing the music. The things that make Geishas 



different with others entertainer, they have to follow step by step examination 

to be called a Geisha in front of the Art Japan Committee, and their attitude is 

bounded in the role of etiquette of Geisha. So, in the other word, a Geisha is 

totally different from prostitution in Japan, because Geisha is an artist who 

raises the Japan Culture and does not make the intimate relation with the guest. 

If the committee know that a Geisha do the prostitution with the man, so she 

liable in tax. A Geisha hoped to be alone, because if she chooses to get 

married, it means that she has to retired from her profession. Even though the 

development of Geisha is getting worst in Japan, but there are some Geishas 

who still exist to defense their existence to conserve the Japan’s Culture. The 

Geisha population is slowly dying out and many of the hanamachi have 

disappeared in recent time. Giesha means an artist in Japan. From the Japanese 

characters Gei means “the arts “and Sha means “person “. So the word of 

Geisha from literature means a person who is doing the arts. Geisha is a 

professional entertainer who entertains guest through the performing of Japan 

traditional culture in the O-Chaya, ryokan, and ryotei. They live in a dormitory 

called Okiya. The Okiya is typically a Japanese style house with a dormitory 

type rooms where the Maiko and Geisha live. Besides that, Okiya  is owned 

and managed by an Okami  provides room and board and supervises and pays 

for the girls training. Before to be a Geisha, a young girl must learn about a 



number of traditional skills such as  nihon-buyoh, tachikata, sadoh, ikebana, 

shodoh, playing Shamisen, poetry, the art of Kimono, ethic, conversation, and 

social graces. Geisha, the traditional professional entertainer in Japan means 

“artistic or accomplished person. Geisha might grants some men to their 

personal favor so that they were not considered to do the prostitute. Most of 

Geisha hoped to meet a wealthy merchant or political figure who would set 

them up as mistresses or marry them, (Deltapapa, 2008). 

 According to Photius (2004), Geisha still study traditional instruments: 

the shamisen, shakuhachi, and drums, as well as learning games, traditional 

songs, calligraphy, Japanese traditional dance, tea ceremony, literature, and 

poetry. Women dancer drawing their art from buto (a classical Japanese dance) 

were trained by the Hanayagi school, whose top dancers performed 

internationally.    

 Geisha maintains a different relationship with the men, he called 

Danna. They do not do the prostitute. It is appropriate for Geisha to have a 

Danna, whom she is involved with emotionally and economically, and a 

success Geisha just has one Danna during all her carrier and her life as long as 

she still become a Geisha. Arlitto (2004: 365). 

 According to Arcana (2007), the meaning of Geisha is being broken 

since the population of American Soldiers in Japan. The provider of female 



entertainers to accompany the soldiers performs their direction women with the 

make-up like a Geisha. But, Geisha is not the prostitution even there are still a 

lot of things which make Geisha comes out from its real meaning. 

In the novel of Memoirs Of A Geisha, Arthur (2002, 92) states that “ 

And in the fact, the “Gei” of “Geisha” means “arts” so the word “Geisha” 

really means “artisan” or “artist”. It is stated on line 2-3, chapter 12, that 

proves that a Geisha is really not like the other entertainers, beside she must 

study hard about arts, understanding about the ceremony, playing all the 

Japanese traditional instruments, singing the old Japanese songs, performing 

the theatre, wearing kimono, and many else. It is the sign for us that a geisha 

does not only entertain her guest by the beauty, but also from all her 

knowledge in arts. It compares Geisha with prostitution. 

Based on the article above, the writer concludes that geisha actually do 

not do the prostitution. Geisha entertains with a very big integrity, defenses her 

skill and her tradition of her country and of course, works hard to create her 

perfect world. Here is the picture of a Geisha in Japan and based on Arthur’s 

description on his work. 



 



E. Deconstruction 

 In Norris (1985: 10), Derrida says that there are many forms of 

deconstruction. It is not possible to generate a fixed meaning that would 

remain constant when applied to various contexts. This implies that 

deconstruction is not a method, system or theory in the traditional sense. It is 

because the strategy of deconstruction cannot simply be repeated, that is to say, 

independent of the text that it addresses. Derrida directly admits that 

deconstruction is a critic that used in the real situation, for example like the art 

work. Not only in literature, but also can be used in the other science. 

Deconstruction is starting from philosophy discipline and after that enters the 

other science like humanities and arts that criticizes the tradition of 

metaphysical (the philosophy that talks about the world like God, looking for 

the personal soul, and etc). Through the consideration, deconstruction tried to 

be applied in the literature science by Derrida, that the text must be translated 

in plural by the readers.    

According to Derrida (1978: 11), deconstruction is a strategy which has 

been reiterated and recognized in various fields in the course of time. He 

insists on an open mind for what is specific and irreplaceable in texts. He 

thinks that the author is anonymity. It means that the author become a foreigner 

to their works. Deconstruction changes the singular tradition text to be the 



plural text as the inter text. Deconstruction does not admit the singular 

meaning but it admits the plural meaning.   

Based on the explanation above, the writer concludes that deconstruction 

was born as a critic to the theories before, that a text has plural meaning and 

belongs to the readers. Deconstructive analysis is a way to see a phenomenon 

through a unique angle. By deconstructive analysis, we can see both positive 

and negative point of one phenomenon. It needs creativity since we have to see 

closely through the phenomenon.  

 

F. Feminism 

Feminism has become new discourses. It is really interesting to be 

discussed. When we are talking about women, the first theory that commonly 

appeared is feminism. The most important point of this movement is equality, 

emancipation and freedom. Nevertheless, there are many people do not agree 

with this argument. Because this movement efforts to encounter the 

discrimination between public and domain sphere. The writer mind, feminism 

is not pure to emancipate the woman but it prefers to bring into conflict 

between man and woman. According to Rosemarie Putman Tong on 

“Feminism Thought” in Jafar (2008; 7): 



a. The equality of right and position between men and women as free 

human beings in both public and private world.  

b. The erase of any forms of operations and difference of gender roles 

in a society.  

c. The freedom of individual to choose and to decide based on their 

own willing and aspiration. 

The statement above can be concluded that feminism claims that a man 

has dominated women. It can be seen in the public and private life. But, men 

and women have equal right because they are also human. So, it is not logic if 

men are guessed more superior than women, because, men and women are 

creatures that come from the same God. When man can be good and woman 

can be too.  

Here, the writer will explain the types of feminism so that there is not 

any mistake in understanding it. There are many cases, where many people do 

not understand the types of feminism. As the result, they claim that feminism is 

similar. On the other hand, they say that all types of feminisms are the same. 

Whatever their forms, feminism is still not differences. Finally, the purpose to 

know the function of kinds of feminism is that every single of feminism has a 

different meaning and aim. Why Feminism is divided into some kinds? So that 

we can understand that Feminism do not exist in one subject of life, but also 



we can see the applied of Feminism exists in many subject of life of the 

women 

Nugroho (2008; 61), divides feminism into eleven types, they are 

Liberal Feminism, Radical Feminism, Libertarian Feminism, Cultural Radical 

Feminism, Marxist and Social Feminism, Psychoanalysis and Gender 

Feminism, Existentialist Feminism, Postmodern feminism, Global and 

Multicultural Feminism, Black Feminism, and Islam Feminism but the writer 

will take and focus on only 3 types that is connected to the research in the 

novel of Memoirs of a Geisha. The types are: 

a. Liberal Feminism 

 Liberal Feminism is a way that can accommodate the women interest. 

They urge that men will not give a chance to women if women themselves do 

not take part in both politic and education. As result, women feel that men are 

enemy and they have to be fought. Besides that, men and women must have 

equal right, politic, law, education, freedom, and social-culture.  

b. Marxist and Social Feminism 

In this feminism, it urges that marriage is institution which legitimate 

men power to have more than one wife individually. Because marriage will 

reinforce men position to control women and give a great chance to do 

household violence action (KDRT). He has classified society into two classes, 



bourgeois and proletariat. Marxist and socialist reject capitalism system 

because women are supposed weak creatures and it will slay them. Meanwhile, 

men have property and become the head of the company. Men overcome all 

company sectors. It is really different with women condition where they just do 

at home. Women do not get right as human who have capability as well as 

men. 

c. Existentialist Feminism 

  Existentialism is a philosophy who was familiarized by Jean Paul 

Sartre. Sartre views that human have capability to grow up their potency. 

Existentialism has influenced more than one century and given as revolution 

movement to systematization in philosophy, (Sartre 2002: 4) 

Existentialist feminism urges that women will exist if they are able to do 

trouble choices. Besides, women need to perform it responsibly in both by self 

and the others, (Nugroho 2008: 80). Human have capability to grow up their 

potency. Since human was born, she/he has potential to grow up his career. 

There are stupid persons because they do not use their potential in which is 

given by God. In fact, women always are looked down by men because of their 

point of view were wrong. If they think forward and they will develop, they 

must be honored by their potency.  

 



CHAPTER III 

METHODOLOGY OF RESEARCH 

A. Kinds of Research 

 In this research, the writer used a descriptive qualitative method. It is a 

method that is intended to collect data and analyzed data as they are. This 

method is used in order to find and to describe what exactly a true geisha based 

on the work of Arthur Golden in the novel of Memoirs of a Geisha more 

accurately.  

B. Research Object 

 The object in this research is the novel of Arthur Golden “Memoirs of a 

Geisha” which consists of 35 chapters. 

C. Source of Data 

 The primary data in this thesis is using the novel of Memoirs of a 

Geisha and the secondary data of this research are the articles, books and 

journals from library and internet that connected to the title and also the movie 

of Memoirs of a Geisha. 

D. Data Collection Method 

1. Reading the novel of Memoirs of a Geisha  

The first, the writer read the novel very carefully and then took a full 

attention to all of the sentences that related to the thesis.   



2. Note taking  

The next, the writer noted all the sentences which are related to the 

thesis and then quoted them on findings and analyzed them. 

E.  Data Analysis Technique 

In analyzing the data, the writer focused in every single sentence in the 

novel of Memoirs of a Geisha in order to find the answers of the problems. 

Procedures and techniques that were taken by the writer, as follow: 

1. Describing the background of the existence of Geisha in Japan, 

2. Identifying the actors that become Geisha based on the novel, 

3. Analyzing the novel,  

4. Making the deconstruction as the way to deconstruct the novel in order 

 to know very detail about the true meaning of geisha and also to break 

 all our negative opinions about geisha. 

  



CHAPTER IV 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS 

 

A. Findings 

1. The changes meaning of Geisha in the work of Arthur Golden 

  Here, the writer quotes all the quotations which show the 

meaning about a true Geisha on Arthur’s work. 

“Geisha are always called beautiful, even those who aren’t” (page: 

7). 

 
“But this one was a water blue, with swirling lines in ivory to mimic 
the current in a stream. Glistening silver trout tumbled in the 
current, and the surface of the water was ringed with gold wherever 
the soft green leaves of a tree touched it. I had no doubt the gown 
was woven of pure silk, and so was the obi, embroidered in pale 
greens and yellows. And her clothing wasn’t, like the wall of a cloud 
when lit by the sun. Her hair, fashioned into lobes, gleamed as 
darkly as lacquer, and was decorated with ornaments carved out of 
amber, and with a bar from which tiny silver strips dangled, 
shimmering as she moved”.(page:21) 

 
“Wearing someone else’s hair ornaments home at night may not 
sounds so peculiar, but really it’s about the same as coming home in 
someone else’s underwear. Geisha don’t wash their hair every day, 
you see, because of their fancy hairstyles. So a hair ornament is a 
very intimate article. Auntie didn’t even want to touch the things, 
which is why he was holding them on a square of silk”. (page:69) 

 



“But even the most renowned geisha continued to take advanced 

lessons in dance throughout their careers, some of them even into 

their fifties  and sixties”.(page:69) 

 
“it’s time you were, a geisha must be very careful about the image 

she presents to the world”(page: 91) 

  

“but a geisha must study a great many arts besides shamisen” 

(page: 92) 

 

“And in the fact, the “gei” of “geisha” means “arts” so the word 

“geisha” really means “artisan” or “artist” (page: 92). 

 

“in all of these classes,  music and dance were only part of what we 

learned” (page: 93) 

 
 “what makes a geisha’s training- so difficult isn’t simply the arts 
she must learn, but how hectic her life becomes. After spending all 
morning in lessons, she is still expected to work during the afternoon 
and evening very much as she always has” (page: 94). 

 
“a lower-class geisha may be perfectly agreeable to such an 
arrangement; probably she’s happy to take whatever incomes 
offered her. A woman like this may call herself a geisha and be 
listed at the registry office; but I think you should take a look at how 



she dances, and how well she plays shamisen , and what she knows 
about tea ceremony before you decide whether or not she really is a 
proper geisha”(page: 96). 

 

2. Deconstruction on feminism in representing a true Geisha in the 

work of Arthur Golden 

In this part, the writer writes down all the quotations that connected 

to the feminism. How the writer breaks off all the quotations that related to 

feminism based on the novel. 

“mother had told me I could begin my training within a few months 

if I worked hard and behaved myself ”(page: 27) 

 
“beginning my training meant going to a school in another section 
of Gion to take lessons in things like music, dance, and tea 
ceremony. All the girls studying to be geisha took classes at this 
school”. (Page: 27). 

 
“you must understand that a housewife and a geisha wear kimono 

very differently”(page:39). 

 
“Most people who know nothing of kimono seem to think the obi is 
simply tied in the back as if it were a string; but nothing could be 
further from the truth. A half dozen cords and clasps are needed to 
keep it in place, and certain amount of padding must be used as well 
to shape the knot”.(page:40). 

 
 “They wore kimono and hair ornaments similar to geisha, but their 
obi were tied in the front rather than the back. I’d never seen this 
before and didn’t understand it, but it’s the mark of a prostate. A 



woman who must take her sash on and off all the night can’t be 
bothered with tying it behind her again and again”. (Page: 52) 

 
“you  must remember that a geisha, above all, is an entertainer and 

a performer”(page:93). 

  

“tea ceremony is very important part of geisha’s training”(page:93) 

 

“geisha never marry. Or at least those who do no longer continue as 

geisha” (page: 96) 

 

“A true geisha will never soil her reputation by making herself 

available to men on a nightly basis” (page: 96). 

 
 “how is it vulgar?”  
“why else have you made such a point of letting me see the 
underside of your arm? You may as well show me the bottom of your 
foot or the inside of your thigh” (page: 110) 

 

B. Discussion 

  In this part, the writer discusses the findings which were taken from the 

novel of Memoirs of Geisha by Arthur Golden. In analyzing the data, the writer 

is trying to describe what exactly a true Geisha based on Arthur Golden’s 

view.  



1. The changes meaning of a true Geisha in the work of Arthur Golden 

 When we are talking about the Geisha, we will see the beauty of her. 

For all a true Geisha is a beautiful woman. Starting from the way she dressed 

and make up herself. 

“though, of course, geisha are always called beautiful, even those who 

aren’t”(page:7) 

 
 The statement above shows us, commonly, the beauty is the most 

important thing which expected by all the women in this world, also to a 

Geisha. In the world of Geisha, one of the main things is beauty. Beauty has 

become identity in the self of Geisha. A Geisha must be looked as beautiful as 

she can in all the cases even though actually she is not beauty at all, no matter 

how they must be looked beautiful. In this case, Geisha makes-up herself all 

the day before going to work out in the afternoon. She uses white powder all of 

on her face and also in the back of her neck, paints the lip, draws the eye brow, 

wears a wonderful kimono with obi on her back. Geisha also has a beautiful 

fancy hairstyle because she has an artistic hairstyle and Geisha does not wash 

her hair for a couple days. I can say that, actually geisha’s face is hiding by her 

thick make up.   

 



“but this one was a water blue, with swirling lines in ivory to mimic the 
current in a stream. Glistening silver trout tumbled in the current, and 
the surface of the water was ringed with gold wherever the soft green 
leaves of a tree touched it. I had no doubt the gown was woven of pure 
silk, and so was the obi, embroidered in pale greens and yellows. And 
her clothing wasn’t, like the wall of a cloud when lit by the sun. Her 
hair, fashioned into lobes, gleamed as darkly as lacquer, and was 
decorated with ornaments carved out of amber, and with a bar from 
which tiny silver strips dangled, shimmering as she moved”.(page:21) 
 

 The quotation above is describing about a true Geisha, how Geisha 

dressed herself. Using kimono that made by the pure silk with beautiful motif. 

A great Geisha is never separated by her kimono. Kimono has become one of 

identities for Geisha, because the beauty of Geisha will appear depends on how 

beautiful and wonderful her kimono. A Geisha has to change her kimono in 

every time she is going to work so that people don’t be bored with her 

performance. In this case, Geisha even spent a lot of money to buy and to 

change it every single time. Not only wearing kimono, taking care the 

hairstyle, using ornaments, and wearing obi are also doing by Geisha. Obi is a 

kind of belt to tie the kimono on her back. 

 This quotation is talking about how difficult a true Geisha dressed her 

hair style. Her hair is the most difficult to be styled. 

 

“Wearing someone else’s hair ornaments home at night may not 
sounds so peculiar, but really it’s about the same as coming home in 
someone else’s underwear. Geisha don’t wash their hair every day, 



you see, because of their fancy hairstyles. So a hair ornament is a very 
intimate article. Auntie didn’t even want to touch the things, which is 
why she was holding them on a square of silk”. (Page: 69) 
 

 Not only learn about the arts, Geisha is also very well known in ethics. 

A Geisha must keep the ethics to another Geisha, as shown in the quotation 

above. Using someone’s ornaments is maybe usual for us, but for Geisha, 

using someone’s ornaments is just like using someone else’s underwear. It 

shows us that ethics is so kept by Geisha. I also can say that, Geisha is not like 

the other entertainers; even her hair is being personal to others. It is because of 

she must has a wonderful hairstyle before being a Geisha and it takes a really 

difficult time and way to get that. Hairdresser mats the hair by wooden comb 

and scrap the scalp, not only that, to keep the hair being soft and neat, 

hairdresser gives the wax which melted by hot iron. Geisha must wait all the 

day by crying because of pain of her hair. It called the “split peach” which had 

by Geisha before she is going out to become a Geisha training. Here we can 

imagine, how difficult being a Geisha, and we can also understand why people 

do not want to disturb Geisha’s hair, because they know the bad effect to have 

the hair like Geisha. 

 This quotation will show the struggle of Geisha in taking the lessons to 

be a true Geisha. 



“But even the most renowned geisha continued to take advanced 

lessons in dance throughout their careers, some of them even into their 

fifties  and sixties”.(page:69) 

 
 Here we see, Geisha does not only perform you her kimono, hairstyle, 

make up, or even her beauty. A great Geisha will perform and show to you all 

her ability in arts. One of them is dancing. Practicing in dance is the key of 

success to be a true Geisha, because a top Geisha is commonly a dancer. The 

dance of Inoue Dance School which is practiced by the Geishas in Gion is 

coming from Noh theatre. Because Noh is an ancient art that has been 

patronized by the imperial court, that is why Geisha must play and know it 

very well. Dance of Noh Mask is often played by Geisha which is presented to 

the high-class people and it has a different segment with Kabuki Theatre which 

is preferred by low-class people. Beside dance of  Noh Mask, there is another 

dance which followed by some instruments of music, namely dances of the Old 

Capital (Tarian Kotaraja Tua) that performed every spring. 

 Here, we will see, besides keep the beauty of her, a true Geisha also 

keeps her attitude very well.  

“it’s time you were, a geisha must be very careful about the image she 

presents to the world”(page:91) 



 
 The way Geisha walks, talks, says, greets, smiles, laughs, and even 

when she is giving a joke, all of that has been arranged and learned in school of 

Geisha. So, we are very wrong if we say that a Geisha does not have a practice 

and education before being a Geisha. She must through all of that before being 

an apprentice Geisha. In school of Geisha, they taught about ethic code, how to 

be polite when they entertain the guest. That is why, even though a Geisha has 

mastered the various arts, she will become badly at the party if she has not 

learned how to proper comportment and behavior.  

 This quotation will tell us the one of traditional Japanese music 

instrument that is played by a Geisha.  

“but a geisha must study a great many arts besides shamisen” 

(page:92)  

 
 We have to understand that a Geisha is very different with another 

entertainer. Besides entertaining, a Geisha very well know in traditional culture 

of Japan. The traditional instruments of music, theatre, dancing and singing 

should be mastered by a Geisha in her and education. So many music 

instruments that played by a Geisha. One of them is Shamisen. Shamisen is a 

Japanese traditional music instrument of drum which is made by cat skin with 

three strings that also made from silk which is hanged on along the neck with 



consists of three nails also made by the tusk for making the rhythm go well 

together. Its music is designed to follow the human voice and if it played very 

well, the instrument will have a big emotional of resonant. It also used to 

escort the song of ko-uta (short song) and naga-uta (long song) tradition.     

There are still other drums which must be mastered by Geisha, for example 

Tsutsumi, Okawa, and Taiko. Tsutsumi is a small drum which is played in a 

kneeling position and different with another drums because it’s held on the 

shoulder and played with hand. Okawa is a larger drum which rests on the 

thigh. The last but not least is Taiko, is the largest drum of all. It sits edgewise 

on a stand and it struck with a fat drumstick. From all that things, a true Geisha 

learnt them all at one time or other. 

 We may wonder why a Geisha must master all that instruments. Why a 

Geisha should bother in learning drums? The answer is very simple. In a dance 

party or even an informal gathering in Gion, geishas usually dance which only 

followed by shamisen sometimes also a singer. But for the stage performances, 

like a Dance of the Old Capital (tarian kota raja tua), maybe six or more 

shamisen players join together, it means, we can see that, a Geisha must play 

all this instruments, even though eventually she will be encouraged to 

specialize in one or two. 



 This quotation will talk about the attitude of a true Geisha. This is also 

will show the politeness of Geisha itself 

 “how is it vulgar?” 
“why else have you made such a point of letting me see the underside of 
your arm? You may as well show me the bottom of your foot or the 
inside of your thigh” (Golden, 2002: 110) 
 

 It is clear that a true Geisha keep her attitude very well. That is why a 

Geisha wears a thick kimono every single of time because she won’t let her 

body watched by men easier. So, Geisha also keep her decency very well. 

 The quotation above talks about a lot of things that still learnt by a 

Geisha beside dancing and music.  

“in all of these classes,  music and dance were only part of what we 

learned”(page:93) 

 
 Beside learning music and dancing, a Geisha also learns some tricks 

that are used to entertain her guest, such as how to be polite, and how to pour 

sake and tea as sensual as possible she can. 

 Before calling herself to be a true Geisha, she must through some 

difficult training, it is based on the quotation below: 

“what makes a geisha’s training- so difficult isn’t simply the arts she 
must learn, but how hectic her life becomes. After spending all morning 
in lessons, she is still expected to work during the afternoon and 
evening very much as she always has” (page: 94) 

 



 When a Geisha enters her life to be a true Geisha, at that time she must 

through her education on her school. School here means like one of the 

institution where a Geisha got the ability in arts. Geisha must study in the 

morning and then continue to work in the afternoon until the night comes. A 

Geisha sleeps not more than three to five hours every night. It is because of 

busy all the time. We can say that, what a complicated job it is. 

“a lower-class geisha may be perfectly agreeable to such an 
arrangement; probably she’s happy to take whatever incomes offered 
her. A woman like this may call herself a geisha and be listed at the 
registry office; but I think you should take a look at how she dances, 
and how well she plays shamisen , and what she knows about tea 
ceremony before you decide whether or not she really is a proper 
geisha”(page:96) 

 
 There are a lot Geisha work in the tea houses. They may called herself 

as a Geisha and they also may serve the guests very well but we have to see, 

how good her in dancing, in playing shamisen and how well her understanding   

about tea ceremony. It is then differ between the low – class Geisha and the 

high – class Geisha.   

2. Deconstruction on Feminism in representing a true Geisha in the 

Arthur’s work  

 The first quotation talks about the way Geisha through her training. 

“Mother had told me I could begin my training within a few months if I 

worked hard and behaved myself” (page: 27) 



 
 The quotation explains that before a girl wants to be a Geisha, first of 

all, she must through a training to be a Maiko (an apprentice Geisha). In this 

training, Geishas are trying very hard to study that they will get from the 

school. Geisha is just like the other students who have go to school to study. 

So, before she is going out to work, to entertain her guests, firstly she must 

prepare herself to present her arts and performances. So, it is not as easy as we 

think and we see that a true Geisha also spends her time in school to get the 

training. Besides that, this training must be through by Geisha itself until the 

end of her career.   

 

“beginning my training meant going to a school in another section of 

Gion to take lessons in things like music, dance, and tea ceremony. All 

the girls studying to be geisha took classes at this school”. (Page: 27) 

 
 The quotation above related to the first quotation before which is talking 

about all the training that has been through by a Geisha. In the school of 

Geisha, Geishas get a lot of lessons. If connected to the feminism, it can be 

categorized into liberal feminism. This feminism is the view to put women in a 

certain place which has the freedom as full and individual. It states that the 

freedom and similarity which take root to the rationality and the separation 



between private and public world. Every single of person has the capacity to 

think and act as rational and same case to the woman. Root of the high hand 

and the backwardness of the women are caused by the fault of the women 

themself. So, here, women have to prepare their self to compete in the “free 

competition” in order to have the same position to the men. This feminism is 

also related to the education. Even though a Geisha commonly comes from the 

poor family, then sold to the Okiya (house where Geisha lived) but Geisha still 

has a chance to educate herself, to get education from the school. It is suitable 

what Wollstonecraft (1997:129) said that the most perfect education” is “an 

exercise of the understanding as is best calculated to strengthen the body and 

form the heart. Or, in the other word, to enable the individual to attach such 

habits of virtue as will render independent. Exercise from the education will 

give the best understanding in deciding something and it is same with what a 

Geisha did. Although Geisha works in Okiya but she still has a time to study. 

Her trainings are not as easy as we think. A true Geisha exceeds the difficult 

training in her school for example music, dance, theatre, ceremony and etc. 

Not only men, but women also do the same thing what the men do. The women 

and men have same right in education. There is must no difference among 

them in getting the education. I this case, a Geisha was thought by a 

professional teacher who mastered the traditional Japan culture. It is just like 



that they devote their self to study and perform dance and traditional music. 

The thing that separated a Geisha to others women is her servitude to the world 

of Japanese Traditional Arts. 

 The next quotation will talk about the Kimono. Kimono is the 

Traditional Japanese dress that worn by Geisha. Here, we will see the way a 

Geisha wear her own Kimono is totally different with how a housewife and a 

common prostitute wears. 

“you must understand that a housewife and a geisha wear kimono 

very differently”(page:39) 

 
 Kimono is a traditional Japanese dress. It very closes with Geisha or in 

the other words we can say that kimono is the one of identity from Geisha. A 

true Geisha wears very thick Kimono and also always looks beautiful but when 

a house wife dresses in kimono, she uses all the sorts padding to keep robe 

from bunching unattractively at the waist, with the result that she ends up 

looking perfectly cylindrical, like a wood column in a temple hall. But a 

Geisha wears kimono so frequently, so she hardly needs any padding, and 

bunching never be a problem for her. Both a housewife and a Geisha will begin 

by taking off their makeup robes and tucking a silk slip around the bare hips, 

we call this a koshimaki “ hip – wrap “. It is followed by a short – sleeved 



kimono undershirt, tied shut the waist, and then the pads, which look like small 

contoured pillows with strings affixed for trying them into place. Here we can 

see that a Geisha is very experienced in wearing a kimono, so she did not use 

and did not need the padding at all. 

“Most people who know nothing of kimono seem to think the obi is 
simply tied in the back as if it were a string; but nothing could be 
further from the truth. A half dozen cords and clasps are needed to 
keep it in place, and certain amount of padding must be used as well to 
shape the knot”.(page:40) 

 
 Beside dress the kimono, there is also an obi that must be put on the 

back of geisha. Obi is like a little box to put her handkerchief, or we can say 

that it is just like the belt to tie the kimono. It also takes a few minutes to wear 

it, need a half dozen cords and claps to keep it tight. 

“They wore kimono and hair ornaments similar to geisha, but their 
obi were tied in the front rather than the back. I’d never seen this 
before and didn’t understand it, but it’s the mark of a prostate. A 
woman who must take her sash on and off all the night can’t be 
bothered with tying it behind her again and again”. (page:52) 

 
 A prostitute may wear kimono same like a Geisha did, but we have to 

know the difference between both of them. A prostitute wears her obi in the 

front, but a true geisha put it in the back. To differentiate between geisha and 

prostitutes can be seen in the size of their obi. Geisha wears a stacked kimono, 

inner part, (based on 2 stacks which are hadajuban and juban ) and other part. 



Each part tighten up different patterns of bundle of obi of Geisha usually tied 

up at back and 6 meters length otherwise, prostitutes tied it up at the front. 

 After see how the different of a Geisha’s Kimono, here the writer will 

talk about the true work of a Geisha itself. For all the things that have been 

through about Geisha, can be concluded that a Geisha is an Entertainer and a 

performer, as quoted below: 

“you  must remember that a geisha, above all, is an entertainer and a 

performer”(page:93) 

 
 An entertainer and performer are never separated with beauty and its 

performance itself. We have to show a good performance, starting from 

makeup, dress, beauty and etc. This thing proves that the perfection of Geisha 

is the indication of their awareness. A true Geisha spends a lot her incomes for 

her performance. She owes just for buying the luxury obi and kimono in the 

new style. If she can show the best artistic work from the maker of kimono, so 

her reputation is getting better. From her beauty, a Geisha performs her arts. 

She entertains and finds her guests pure from her arts, that is the sign to enter 

her world. Here, we have to understand and know that a true Geisha spends her 

time to study for performing their music and traditional dance. Or in the other 

word we can say that a Geisha has become the safer of the old traditions. 



 The point is a Geisha is an entertainer and a performer. That is why a 

Geisha must keep the attitude very well even in pouring the tea. We may never 

think that a true Geisha has a special ceremony to pour the tea. The writer 

refers to the quotation below: 

“tea ceremony is very important part of geisha’s 

training”(Golden,2002:93) 

 
 We may never think and even believe that a truly Geisha also has a 

ceremony to pour the tea. Basically, tea ceremony is doing by one or more 

people who sit in front of the guests and prepare the tea with a very traditional 

way. Using the beautiful cup and whisking which made from bamboo. Even 

the guests is become the part of this ceremony because they have to hold the 

cup with a certain manner and then drink it too. If we think that it is just sitting 

down while enjoying a cup of tea, actually it is more like a sort of dance or 

even meditation, conducted while kneeling. The tea itself is made from tea 

leaves ground into a powder and then whisks with boiled water into frothy 

green mix we call Matcha, which is very unpopular with foreigners. It does 

look like green soapy water and has an exercise to be used to drink it and they 

do the tea ceremony with sacred ritual. 

 The next quotation represents the Marxist and Socialist Feminism.  



“geisha never marry. Or at least those who do no longer continue as 

geisha” (page: 96) 

 
 In the view of Marxist & Socialist feminism that a marriage is the 

institution that legitimates the power of man. Also thinks to erase all the class 

in the society, there are bourgeois and proletarian. The bourgeois are rich and 

relate to men and proletarian are weak and connect to the women. The well 

known person of this feminism is Karl Marx. Here, a true Geisha will never let 

it happens to herself. Even though a Geisha is coming from the proletarian, but 

she can prove that a proletarian also can be a bourgeois. A true Geisha will 

defense herself to be a true Geisha until the end of her career. That is why 

Geisha will not let herself to have a relation such as marriage. Therefore, it will 

make a Geisha’s life be bounded. Even though a Geisha never married, but it 

does not make Geisha’s career and all the ability being closed. Geisha still can 

show that she could work hard, still has the gravitation of personality from her 

inner self. This is also justifying that a woman could lead in any subject of life. 

The important thing from social fact, a Geisha is not a wife. We have to 

underline that a true Geisha never has a husband until the end of career and the 

time. The difference, a wife always takes care in house environment and of 

course, kids. It is all about loyalty in arts and also includes the business 



importance. Those things that differentiate between a Geisha and a wife and 

the things which separated Geisha from others women are because Geisha 

dedicates her life to the world of Japanese Traditional Arts. But, if a Geisha 

gets married, it means that she must stop herself to be a Geisha. Once you 

become a Geisha so you will be a Geisha until the end of your carrier. The fact, 

when a woman becomes a wife, she will have the limitation in her life, 

therefore, a Geisha want to erase this understanding. A Geisha does not let it 

happens in her world, because by this relation, it will limit herself in develop 

her ability to become a true entertainer. 

 The next quotation will talk that a Geisha is totally different with a 

prostitute. A common prostitute will let herself to be available for the man all 

the night. But a Geisha will not do the things like that. 

“A true geisha will never soil her reputation by making herself 

available to men on a nightly basis”(page:96) 

 
 A true Geisha is very different with prostitutes. A Geisha will not let 

herself available to all the man at the night. But, she entertained the guest by 

singing and dancing and by all the arts that she has. Those things become 

indicators that differentiate between a Geisha and prostitute. A true Geisha 

may pour the tea and sake to the men, but they never make those guys easier to 



get closer with her. Basically, Geisha is very creative as social. The men in 

Japan will never consider a Geisha as a wife because they addicted by her 

more obedience, they addicted by the interesting conversation and purify of 

personality.  

 This quotation is showing us properly that a Geisha means an artist, and 

Geisha is not a prostitute. This quotation indicates existentialist feminism. 

“And in the fact, the “gei” of “geisha” means “arts” so the word 

“geishas” really means “artisan” or “artist” (page: 92)  

 
 The writer found that this quotation indicates existentialist feminism, 

because this kind of feminism urges that the existence of human are measured 

from how big the people can develop their potency. People become famous 

because they are able to show their cleverness and ability to others. In this 

case, starting from a maid until become a famous Geisha, Geisha has been 

through her own educations and trainings to become the great artist. That is 

why most of people think Geisha as an artist, elegant lady, educated, smart, 

have a conception, smooth, friendly, understand to gratify the heart of man, not 

a prostitute but an artist who has a lot of ability in art, a lady who still keep the 

culture in fashions and arts. A Geisha means an artist not a prostitute. It proves 

that a true Geisha is also called the wonderful lady. That is very wrong if we 



say a Geisha is like doing a prostitute. Beside her profession as an artist, we 

can also call her as the traditional culture of Japan. For a true Geisha, she 

inherits all that traditions and shows it to others. Doing traditional theatres, 

performing the traditional dances, playing the traditional instruments and 

singing traditional songs are the small part for Geisha. A great Geisha 

entertains the guests by performed her arts and she never stop to learn it. 

Geisha will never stop to learn and doing the exercise, even when she becomes 

a true Geisha. 

 After see all those quotations, followed by the explanations, the writer 

tries to make a chart to show the deconstructing meaning of a Geisha. This 

chart is going to show deconstructing meaning of a Geisha. The reality and in 

the novel of Arthur Golden“ Memoirs of a Geisha”. 

   

No. Common Thoughts Novel 

1. 
Geisha is always indicating or 

connecting with prostitution 

A true Geisha does not have 

any connection with the 

prostitution, because a true 

Geisha entertain her guests not 

with her body, but with all her 



ability in arts, (explained 

explicitly on page 93)  

2. If an artist, why she just entertains? 

A true Geisha is totally an 

entertainer in arts. Geisha 

presents     and performs the 

traditional Japanese culture to 

entertains the guest, and the 

performance is so expensive 

(explicit on page 94) 

3. Geisha is a prostitute 

For all, Geisha is not a 

prostitute, based on the word 

“gei” means someone and 

“sha” means art, so Geisha is 

someone that doing the arts, 

not doing the sex (explicit on 

page 92) 

4. 
Geisha is thought to be the high-

class prostitution 

If people state that Geisha is a 

high-class prostitution but 



Arthur Golden said in his novel 

that Geisha is a true 

entertainer, who dedicated all 

her life to learn the Japan Art 

and Culture Tradition through 

the education and difficult 

training (explicit on page 27)  

5. Geisha entertains a lot of men 

That is true that a Geisha 

entertains the men, but they 

just entertains by performing 

the art which have the 

performing point and Geisha 

will never let to soil the 

reputation (explicit on page 96) 

  

 The writer sees the tendency for those statements above about what the 

people have known about a Geisha.  

 A Geisha is educated as traditionally since they were young. The Geisha 

houses often buy the little girl from the poor family and take the responsibility 



to rear and coached them. During their young, firstly, a Geisha is coached to be 

a maid, then to be a senior assistant of Geisha house (Okiya). Besides that, this 

training is used to help the contribution of the cost of their maintenance and 

education. In learning traditional lessons since young and covering the kind of 

wide art includes the music instrument, the form of singing tradition, 

traditional dancing, ceremony of drinking tea, string up the flower (ikebana), 

poet and literary. We can say very clear that a geisha is not a prostitute because 

they entertain the men from behind the close door with a very exclusive way 

and must keep its confidentiality. Here, we can see that a Geisha is totally 

different with prostitution. Before a Geisha called herself to be a true or a full 

Geisha, she must do the ceremony namely, Mizuage. Before doing this 

ceremony, a Geisha does not call a Geisha, but still call Maiko. According to 

Iwasaki (2002), mizuage was not considered by Geisha to be an act of 

prostitution. The money acquired for maiko and her Okiya, and it was used to 

promote her debut as a full Geisha. Mizuage is a ceremony for the apprentice 

Geisha, usually called Maiko. In this ceremony, a Geisha lost her virginity in 

the age between 12 – 18 years. The highest offer will get this. This ceremony 

must be done because since the first to be a Geisha, Geisha herself has a lot 

debt in Okiya, where Geisha lived. Starting from food, medicine, dress, 

education, school and also to free herself to be a maid. That is why to pay all 



the debt a Geisha must do this ceremony. After that, she called to be a true 

Geisha, or in the other word, a true Geisha is a Geisha that have done the 

Mizuage with the highest offer. Finally, to see the different between prostitute 

and Geisha, common prostitute makes love with different men in every single 

night, but a Geisha, only just once in her life and it was doing through the 

ceremony. After all, the traditional point in the relation still become the object 

of speculation and often create wrong understanding, in Japan or even in 

abroad.  

 The explanation above is point of view of the writer after see and 

reading many sources outside the novel such as like the articles and movie. 

The writer hopes that all these explanations and understandings can show us 

that a true Geisha is absolutely clear different from prostitution. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 

 

A. Conclusion 

1. Literary works are one of the main things to take some 

reflections of human’s life or even human’s experience. It is 

done by the writer of the novel of Memoirs of a geisha. We can 

see from the work of Arthur Golden, how Arthur represents the 

true meaning of Geisha very detail, and to see how Arthur breaks 

off the meaning in Geisha in order to differentiate a true Geisha 

and a prostitute. 

2. Based on the explanation and analysis in the previous chapter, 

the writer concludes that in the work of Arthur Golden, memoirs 

of a geisha break the meaning of what geisha itself. Arthur 

describes that a Geisha is not like a common prostitute. When 

there is a question about, “is a Geisha a prostitute or not”? The 

answer is not as simple to say yes or not. We really need to flash 

back what Geisha has been through to be a truly Geisha. 

Understanding and seeing what become the indicators to 

differentiate a Geisha with a prostitute. Besides that, this novel is 



very rich of the cultures and old traditions and here Arthur tries 

to show us that all the cultures and old tradition is done by 

Geisha itself. Through all the heavy training to be a Geisha, 

school, education and arts. 

 However, we need to see how well someone play shamisen, perform 

Noh Theatre, dress in thick kimono and makeup with obi and ornaments on her 

hairstyle until then she called herself as a true Geisha. 

B. Suggestion 

1. For the next researcher, the writer suggests the readers or 

specially the students of Language and English Literature 

Department to study about how to deconstruct the meaning 

through the literary works, especially novel. 

2. The writer suggest to read more about all the articles related to 

geisha in order to see the heavy struggle to be a true Geisha.  

  



 GLOSSARIES  

1. Danna : A man that becomes geisha’s protector who will fund geisha’s 

life 

2. Geisha: A person of doing the arts 

3. Hanamachi : Japanese geisha district 

4. Ikebana : Flower arrangement 

5. Kabuki: One of the traditional theatre 

6. Kimono : Traditional  Japanese dress 

7. Maiko : Geisha in training 

8. Mizuage : A ceremony where an apprentice geisha lost her virginity 

9. Nihon Buyoh : Japanese traditional dance 

10. Noh Mask : The one of Japan traditional dance 

11. Obi : a kind of belt to tie the kimono 

12. O-chaya : tea house 

13. Okami : head master / guardian 

14. Okawa : a larger drum which rest on the thigh 

15. Okiya  : geisha family’s houses 

16. Ryokan : inns / hotel 

17. Ryotei : restaurant 

18. Sadoh  : tea ceremony 



19. Shamisen : one of Japanese traditional music instrument 

20. Shodoh : calligraphy 

21. Tachikata : Japanese traditional dance 

22. Tsutsumi : a small drum and play with hand by kneeling positition 

  



BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Arcana, I Made. October, 13, 2007. Pengertian Geisha, http//:www.mail-
archive.com/hindu-dharma@itb.ac.id/msg00623.html (accessed on 
December 5, 2010) 

 
Arlitto, 2004. Geisha. Encyclopedia Americana Volume 12. Connecticut: 

Scholastic Library Publishing 
 
Coutsoukis, Photius. (2004 – 11 – 10), “Japan Performing Arts”. 

http://www.photius:com/countries/japan/society/japan_society_perfo
rming_arts.html. Retrieved 2009-06-02. Originally from The Library 
of Congress Country Studies; CIA World Factbook 

 
Deltapapa. 2008, The world of Geisha. http://deltapapa.com/2008/06/02 

/menelusuri-dunia-geisha/, accessed on July 11, 2010 
 
Derrida, Jaques. 1978. Writing and Difference. Chicago: University of Chicago 

Press 
 
E J Purba, Juita. 2009. “Study Descriptive Tentang Persepsi Mahasiswa 

Universitas Sumatera Utara Terhadap Profesi Geisha dalam Film 
Memoirs ofa Geisha”, Unpublished. Thesis. USU 

 
Golden, Arthur. 1997. Memoirs of Geisha. New York : Vintage 

Contemporaries 
 
I Sharasmitha, Adisty, 2007. “ Geisha Life in Japanese Culture Before World 

War II Reflected in Memoirs of a Geisha “ A sociology Study in 
Literature, Unpublished. Thesis. Makassar. UNES 

 
Iwasaki, Mineko. 2002. Geisha, A Life. New York: Washington Square Press 
 
Juanda, 2009. “ Wajah Sebuah Vagina “ in Naning Pranoto’s Novel ( 

Deconstruction Analysis on Feminism ) Unpublished. Thesis. 
Makassar. UIN 

  



Muhammad, Wahda – Jafar, 2008. The Representation of Moslem Women in 
the Text Written By Moslem Women Published in the West : ( A Post 
colonialism and Feminism Analysis ) 

 
Norris, Cristopher. 1985. The contest of Faculties: Philosophy and Theory 

after Deconstruction. New York & London : Methuen 
 
Nugroho, Rian. 2008. Gender and Strategi Pengarus – Utamanya di 

Indonesia. Yogyakarta: Pustaka Pelajar 
Rees, R. J. 1973. English Literature. London : Mac Millan Education Ltd. 
 
Sudjiman, Panuti. 1994. Kamus Istilah sastra. Jakarta: PT. Gramedia 
 
Wollstonecraft, Mary. 1997. The Vindication : The Rights of Men and The 

Rights of Women. Eds. D. L. Macdonald and Kathleen Scherf. 
Toronto : Broadwsiew Literary Text, ISBN 1 – 55111 – 088 – 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
APPENDIX 

 

The Synopsis of the Novel of Memoirs of Geisha 
                                                                                                                             

 
This novel is telling about an exotic and mysterious world in Japan in 

the early of 1930. It is before World War II. At that time, a little girl named 

Chiyo and her daughter, Satsu, brought to Kyoto to be sold by her father and 

worked as a slave in a Geisha’s house. During worked there, Chiyo is treated 

very rude and even got hit. Because she cannot take that anymore, Chiyo and 

her sister were trying to run away from there. Unfortunately, they failed to 

meet again because Chiyo were caught and back soon to the house. Later on, a 

little Chiyo must through the worst life under the pressure of the owner of 

Geisha’s house because she is threatened to be a slave for her entire life beside 

she has to become a slave for the one of the top Geisha in Kyoto, named 

Hatsomomo. Once time, when she was sitting down on a bridge of Shirakawa 

river, at the very first time she met with Mr. Imamura Ken. Not only that, 

beyond all of this things, this honorable guy entertained her by treated her an 

ice cream and gave her his handkerchief. From that moment, Sayuri promised 

herself to be a Geisha. This belief is kept well by her so that she can meet with 

that guy one day later. Time goes by, and Chiyo’s dream comes true when 



Hatsumomo’s rival, named Memeha came to teach her all the techniques that 

needed to be a Geisha. Starting from dance the traditional dancing ( Tachikata 

), sing ( Jikata ), play shamisen (a traditional harp from Japan ), tie the flowers, 

dress in Kimono, understand the way of tea ceremony as formal, pour sake 

with a sensual way as possible as she can, and after that Memeha changed 

Chiyo’s name to be Sayuri as the adult woman ( Golden, 2002 ). 
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