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Who’s in the room?

New England Graphic Medicine Conference, March 2020

Cathy Leamy * www.metrokitty.com * Twitter: @metrokitty
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Who’s in the room?



What I'll cover

1. Portrayal in graphic medicine publications

2. Participation in the graphic medicine community




Portrayal



Quantitative!
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Which comics to examine?

e Comics format - not text with spot illustrations
e It's about a health condition
It's about a healthcare worker

It takes place in a healthcare setting

Would | put this on a shelf of graphic medicine comics?
Would it fit in at the graphic medicine conference marketplace?



How many comics total?

68 books

13 health ed publications

11 pamphlet-style comics (“floppies”)
70 minis

Total: 162



What data to collect?

e For each publication:
o Number of pages
o Number of panels

e For each character in that publication:
o Role
o Name (if given)
o Appearance - number of panels
o Dialogue - number of panels



Ow! That's a wall!
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Wow! That's a plateau!



Quantitative: 48 comics examined

e 9 books
o 6 memoir, 3 fiction
e 11 health ed publications
e 6 pamphlet-style comics (“floppies”)
o 5 memoir, 1 fiction
e 23 minis
o 22 non-fiction/memoir
o 1 fiction
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Visual shorthand and iconography

Lab coat and clipboard

White nurse cap
Stethoscope around the neck
Sitting behind a desk

Man in short sleeve scrubs
pushing a wheelchair




Visual shorthand pitfalls

e Non-doctors can wear labcoats

e Lots of health professionals wear
scrubs

e Non-specific coding: “Clinician”,
“Clinic staff in scrubs”

e Review by healthcare subject
matter expert




Style challenges

THAT MORNING at ON 5 mE DOwWN THE HALL...
ME To THE HOSPITAL




Character coding

e Handsome drink server e Personified symptom (headache)
e Staff who came running e Smoochy photo boy

e Peppy classmate e Mean nurse

e Donut/person e Manifestation of pancreas mass
e Cartoonist with upset stomach e Tooth

e Home Alone Macaulay Culkin e God



Qualitative!



Out of 162 comics ...




WE GETS REGULAR TREATMENT FOR WIS WOLNDS.




Bul 1 was leaving my job and

losing mYy insurance.

Ll

omd T'M JUST
TI(RED OF
T

another referral.

L ddwt heve bime to wait for

THE DOCTOR

WwILL SEE You
NOW.:.

MR- HAMMOUDEHT
THE DOCTOR WILL

SEE 10U NOW-




The doctor will

see you now.

PR. ROSOFF
WILL BE RIGHT

Y Me, MR. PETRO,
//BUT YOUR SURGERY |
< TIME HAS BEEN MOVED /

e UP BY AN HOUR, ./




ancer Vixen—Marisa Acocella Marchetto

LABS FIRST, HONEY. J{SHE'S COMING
WHERE'S MOM? || LATER, THANKS,




Back, Sack, & Crack (& Brain)—Robert Wells

ERR, YES.
THAT'S ME.

OH, SHIT! IT'S )
TINA’S FRIEND,
NATALIE!® O

R-ROBERT
WELLS?

I'M SORRY, BUT
DID YOU JUST SAY
YOUR NAME IS
ROBERT WELLS?

WHY IS SHE STARING
AT ME LIKE THAT? HMMM,
SHE DOES LOOK KIND
OF FAMIL...




Drinking at the Movies—Julia Wertz

( sus1eMIC WhAT?
LLPLS . (TS \WHKE
J NOLE. IMMUNE

T AINT NEVER
HERRD OF TRAT

NOL 66T A
ZASH DN ﬂm.
ASS !

160K, MAXING LP {MMUNE
D\SEMES AT THE ER SO T CAN
GET THE FASA ond MM ASS
CHECKED BLT ISNT KW T \WANT
TO PEND ™Y DAY S TRVST
ME, TS AL

SNSTEM ATIRCKS
MoULR JOINTS
AND ORGRN'S




NURSE SIS 1S AN
AGGRESSIVE ADVOCATE
FOR MOM IN THE SAME
WAY SHERMAN WAS AN
AGGRESSIVE ADVOCATE
FOR THE UNION.,

THEY SAID N
DOWNSTAIRS
TO COME RIGHT
UP AND THE
DOCTOR WOULD

i
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Mom’s Cancer—Brian Fies

SHE CHALLENGES
NURSES, BULLIES STAFF.

PHYSICIANS, ARGUES WITH

WELL, WE DO THINGS

DIFFERENTLY UP HERE!

DOCTOR WON'T RE ABLE

TO SEE YOUR MOTHER

UNTIL SHE REVIEWS THE

CHART AND PRIORITIZES
HER CASE !

I LOOK AROUND THE
WAITING ROOMTO SIZE
UP THE COMPETITION.

2 R |

THEY'RE TOUCHSTONES OF TIME
INVESTED. REMINDERS OF WHERE.
WE'VE REEN. MODELS OF INCREMENTAL

PROGRESS TOWARD A GOAL.
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Doonesbury: The War Within—G.B. Trudeau

CELESTE, T NO LONGER
N THE GERUICE. IHY
WE "GIR"7

OKAY, SIR, T
GOT YOU Do
FOR GAME TIVE




The Bad Doctor and The Lady Doctor—lan Williams

Hi, Shirley. How
many visits do we
have ?

The district
aurses want you
to visit Mrs

Flowers.

Hi, Shirley. - ;—gfcga'é
; e 7 back?

paramedics
are here.

He's having a
tin 9
reception,




Fear of Failure—lan Williams

IT WON'T
HAVE BEEN
DELIRERATE,
SHE'S NOT
GOING To KNow
WHEN HALF

1_'ERM IS.

SHE KNOWS ;
voU HAVE NOT KNOW WHEN

RESPONSIBILITIES, ] HALF TERM WAS? R

. Sy A THE SELFISH

_ MADAM |




Qualitative: 34 publications

Seen, not heard: 13
Heard, not seen: 7
Seen and heard: 14
Meaningful: 8



Participation



Do they want in”?



Why"?




Challenges

e Social

o Status and hierarchy
e Logistics

o Time

o Managerial support
o Care commitments (childcare, eldercare)
o Cost of event participation



What can we do?



Active outreach

e Not just “call for entries” or “registration is open”
e Reach out, do the footwork, find people
e Make them feel welcomed, invited, and safe




Collaborations

A CARTOONIST VETERAN PROJECT

A CARTOONIST AND VETERANS PRoOJECT

a Center for Cartoon Studies Production

0
. ¢ for mature readers
A CENTER FOR CARTOON STUDIES PRODUCTION

NG

https://www.cartoonstudies.org/css-studio/cartoonist-veteran-project/



Start a conversation

e Those of you who work in healthcare: Just chat?




In Closing...



FIRST OPINION

In hospitals, housekeepers are truly
the ‘keepers of the house’

By NEIL PROSE and RAY BARFIELD / FEBRUARY 5, 2020

ALEX HOGAN/STAT

https://www.statnews.com/2020/02/05/hospital-housekeepers-truly-keepers-of-the-house/



Thank you!

Cathy Leamy * www.metrokitty.com * Twitter: @metrokitty
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