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1 INTRODUCTION 

Drainage infrastructures in urban areas prevent frequent flooding and protect water courses from com-
bined sewage and stormwater runoff. Adaptive strategies are required to manage uncertainties of the fu-
ture development mainly caused by climate change (IPCC 2012) or rapid urbanisation (UN 2011). Here, 
decentralised strategies (referred to as SUDS) gain a growing importance in recent years, due to its posi-
tive effects on water quality and quantity and additionally their adaptive or multifunctional nature (e.g. 
Wong et al. 2013, Zhou 2014). These measures treat or drain water in a more sustainable way by activat-
ing its natural behaviours and processes in the urban environment using infiltration, retention and storage 
(Zhou 2014). These measures consist of (mostly vegetated) source-control structures such as swales or 
green roofs, with a limited capacity and a specific design threshold. In case of storm events that surpass 
the capacity of SUDS, the control of exceedance flow is of particular concern. If the design value of an 
element (e.g. green roof) is exceeded, the “overflow” can be conveyed by roads or streets to a multipur-
pose area (e.g. a park or open green space). By linking those measures into a cascade of measures, an in-
tegrated system can be created. 

The recent progress in sustainable drainage development is dealt with in literature across different dis-
ciplinary fields (e.g. Stovin et al. 2013, Wong et al. 2013, Zhou 2014). However, a research need is seen 
in quantifying the hydrologic performance of those cascades of individual SUDS measures and their per-
formance on site scale as well as on catchment scale (Stovin et. al. 2013). A range of available modelling 
tools allow the simulation of SUDS (e.g. MIKE-SWMM, QQS, STORM, SWMM, MUSIC) for different 
purposes and applications. Elliott and Trowsdale (2007) compared 10 models with regard to their capabil-
ity and relevance to sustainable drainage systems. The selection of the most suitable model is mainly 
driven by the purpose (planning or design), the spatial scale of the modelling analysis (site scale or 
catchment scale) or by the type of SUDS elements to be modelled (Velasco et al. 2013). Another aspect is 
the availability and usability of the model. Commercial models support (more or less) the usability, but 
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their costs are often high and the availability is limited. In contrast open-source models require only nom-
inal costs, but the user may need more technical knowledge to apply the model. 

The objective of this paper is to describe a new approach enabling the detailed hydrological modelling 
of these drainage management strategies and its implementation into the open-source semi-distributed 
hydrologic model KalypsoHydrology. The tool has been applied to assess the performance of small-scale 
SUDS measures and multipurpose spaces at the example of the Wandse catchment in the city of Ham-
burg, Germany. In the case study, the impacts of future land use and climate change scenarios on the peak 
discharge and inundated areas are quantified. The results will be presented and the conclusions drawn. 

2 METHODOLOGY 

The design and implementation of SUDS and multipurpose spaces in urban areas depends on local fea-
tures of the landuse. The distribution of green roofs depends on the availability of building shapes, 
whereas the distribution of retention spaces and infiltration measures depends on the availability of free 
spaces. This demands for a modelling approach which can handle a large number of spatially distributed 
measures and a sufficiently detailed land use map is now required matching the spatial detail of the SUDS 
distribution in the model area. Semi distributed hydrologic models (SDHM) allow the simulation of the 
entire land-based part of the water balance on the basis of given precipitation time series. The catchment 
is divided into hydrotops (a.k.a. hydrologic response units), i.e. units with distinguished land use, drain-
age and soil characteristics, for which the water balance is performed. However, in SDHM the defined 
landuse units are composed of heterogeneous elements. For example the landuse class “detached build-
ings” contains both, a building and a green space. In the case that different SUDS elements are to be ap-
plied, this differentiation has to be made as green roofs and swales can be applied only on buildings or 
green spaces respectively.  

2.1 Theoretical Approach - Integration of SUDS into hydrologic modelling by overlays 

In order to take into account the effects of SUDS, the existing data model of hydrotops in a SDHM should 
be redefined by integrating a differentiated description of the SUDS elements. Firstly, those SUDS ele-
ments should be spatially distributed to be in accordance with the given landuse data as shown in Figure 
1. The green roofs are for instance allocated on the existing or planned buildings, whereby the distribution 
of retention spaces is depending on the availability of free space. The additional information of SUDS and 
retention areas is represented in the form of “overlays”. Overlays are data sets and contain the parameters 
about the drainage functionality and the materials in SUDS. The new, redefined, hydrotops are finally 
created by geometrically intersecting the land use, soil type, watershed and overlays. The main parame-
ters are outlined in Figure 1. 

 

 
Figure 1. Spatial intersection and aggregation define equal hydrological response units (hydrotops). The new hydrotops con-

tain the SUDS information in the overlay data sets 
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Figure 5. Kalypso modules for urban drainage and flood modelling 

3 APPLICATION 

The enhanced hydrological model has been applied to quantify the impacts of land use and climate 
change projections for 2050 in the Wandse catchment in Hamburg assuming adaptation strategies with 
small-scale SUDS measures and larger-scale retention areas. The river Wandse stretches over 21.5 km 
and drains a total catchment area of 88 km². It is a typical small urban catchment with its spring located in 
rather undeveloped or rural areas. The main part of the area is covered by urbanised areas with high seal-
ing rates and vast modified water bodies. Results of the flood impacts in the study area of the Wandse 
catchment are illustrated for an “urban”, “urban-suburban” and a “suburban” neighbourhood.  

3.1 Climate Change Impacts 

Based on two regional climate model (REMO) runs for the scenario A1B (Jacob et al. 2006 and Jacob et 
al. 2009), long-term water balance and flood peak events are calculated for a climate period from 2036 to 
2065. The used climate data series comprise daily average temperature, sun duration, air humidity and 
wind speed data in a spatial resolution of 10 km². One of the main concern is the spatial and temporal dis-
tribution of precipitation for urban flood modelling. The regional climate model computes vertically fall-
ing daily and hourly precipitation time series for both A1B model runs. Additionally, this data has been 
post-processed with the information of wind drifted precipitation and the data has been bias-corrected. 
These three precipitation data sets span a range of six possible future projections. The deviation between 
the results is illustrated in Figure 6. For events with return periods of 2 or 5 years, an increase of the peak 
river discharge of up to 27% and 20%, respectively, has been calculated. For events with return periods of 
10 or 30 years, there is no clear evidence of an increase or decrease in flood peak discharge. The largest 
variance has been found for events with return periods of up to 100 years. Flood peak discharges are 
computed with up to 20% increase, but as well with over 30% decrease. In order to assess the perfor-
mance of SUDS under negative climate change effects, a high increase of flood peak discharge (+20%) 
has been selected as the basis for subsequent impact studies. 
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Based on peak discharges resulting from KalypsoHydrology, the river hydraulics were computed with the 
one-dimensional water surface profile model KalypsoWSPM. The inundated areas and flow depth were 
calculated on the basis of digital terrain data with the module KalypsoFlood. The computed inundated ar-
eas and water flow depths are illustrated in Figure 8 for an urban area, an urban-suburban area and a sub-
urban area.  

 

Figure 8. Change in flow depth and inundated areas of a 100 year flood event on the basis of the three land use scenarios S1 
(top), S2 (middle) and S3 (bottom) and a climate change impact of 20% increase in flood peak discharge. The re-
sults are illustrated for a highly urbanised (left), an urban-suburban (middle) and a suburban area (right) 

For this catchment, a maximum increase of 20% in flood peak discharge due to climate change is project-
ed for 2050 (Hellmers & Hüffmeyer 2014). For the selected urban and urban-suburban areas, minor im-
pacts on the inundated areas of a 100 year flood were calculated for the climate change and urban growth 
scenarios. This can be explained by the high river banks which prevent flooding of adjacent properties. 
On the contrary, in the upstream river section, i.e. the suburban area, the river topography is shallow. 
Here, the increased peak discharges due to climate change and urban growth enlarges the inundated areas. 
In particular, the northern side of the river is affected. The result in scenario S1 shows the increase of the 
inundation area by the impacts of climate change and urban growth without measures. By implementing 
measures in scenario S2 and scenario S3 the impacts of climate change and urban growth on the inunda-
tion areas can be mitigated.  

4 CONCLUSION  

The novel hydrological modelling approach enables the detailed computation of a large number of spa-
tially distributed SUDS in urban catchments and the redistribution of exceedance flow to larger-scale wa-
ter retention areas. The enhanced module is part of the open-source software product Kalypso for flood 
risk management planning. The model application in the urban area of Hamburg provide a better under-
standing of the mitigation efficiency that can be reached using strategically placed, appropriate SUDS 
within an urban catchment. However, the uncertainties in nature and magnitude of climate change projec-
tions, urban growth scenarios as well as of impact modelling have to be investigated in a more detailed 
way to assess future flood risk in urban areas. 
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