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Classification of crying episodes in pre-school children in non-negative situations:
A questionnaire survey for nursery and kindergarten teachers
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Classification of crying episodes in pre-school children
in non-negative situations:
A questionnaire survey for nursery and kindergarten teachers

Yumiko WADA - Miyo IZAKI

This paper aims to clarify if some pre-school children cry in non-negative situations. A
questionnaire survey was used to obtain information from nursery and kindergarten teachers about
the crying episodes of pre-school children, which they have directly observed before in non-negative
situations. A total of 82 crying episodes were described by 76 teachers, but only 33 episodes from 25
of 76 teachers (32.9%) were regarded as non-negative crying. Based on the similarities of crying-
eliciting situations, 27 of the 33 episodes (81.8 %) of non-negative crying were classified according to

”
,

KJ methods to the following three categories: “reunion with attachment figure (n=13) ,” “success/
victory (n=11)," and “release from crisis (n=3).” Significantly, more episodes were reported in girls
than boys. These results correspond to reports by Wada and Yoshida (2015) that some college

students have experienced emotional tears with non-negative emotions at pre-school ages.

Key words: pre-school children, emotional development, crying
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