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I. Introduction

The author and the date of The Book of Jannes and Jambres are unknown but 7 —perhaps
8— testimonies from the original text have been preserved thanks to the papyri and
parchments. They correspond to different supports and languages.?

Greek:

1. P. Chester Beatty XV1, papyrus codex, III-IV AD, Dublin.

2. P. Vindob. inv. G 29456v + 29828v + 00180v + 28249v, papyrus volume, verso, 111
AD, Vienna.

3. P. Mich. inv. 4925v, papyrus volume, verso, IV AD, Michigan.

4. P. Hezd. inv. G 1016, papyrus codex, IV AD, Heidelberg.

5. P. Oxy. 82.5290, papyrus codex, IV AD, Oxford.

Sahidic Coptic:
6. P. Lips. inv. 2299, papyrus codex (with translation into Anglo-Saxon), III-IV AD,
Leipzig.

Latin:
7. MS Cotton Tiberius B V/1, f. 87t-v, codex, XI AD, London.

? Regarding the original in Greek, editions and commentaries by: 1. P. Chester Beatty XVI (MP3
02640.200, LDAB 5467, TM 64247. PIETERSMA A., The Apocryphon of Jannes and Janibres the Magicians.
P. Chester Beatty XV'1 (with New Editions of Papyrus Vindobonensis Greek inv. 29456 + 29828 verso and British
Library Cotton Tiberius B. v f. 87), Leiden: Brill 1994 y ERHO, T.M. & HENRY, B., AfP, 65(2019)
pp.176-223); 2. P. Vindob. inv. G 29456v + 29828v + 00180v + 28249v (MP3 02640.200, LDAB
5467, TM 64247. OELLACHER, Hans, Misce/lanea Giovanni Galbiati 11, Milan: Hoepli, 1951, pp. 179-
188; MARAVAL, Pierre, “Fragments grecs du livre de Jannes et Jambré (Pap. Vindob. 29456 et 29828
verso),” ZPE 15 (1977), pp. 199-207; PIETERSMA Albert, The Apocryphon of Jannes and Jambres the
Magicians. P. Chester Beatty X1'1 (with New Editions of Papyrus Vindobonensis Greek inv. 29456 + 29828 verso
and British Library Cotton Tiberius B. v f. 87), Leiden: Brill 1994 y PIETERSMA Albert, “Two More
Fragments of the Vienna Jannes and Jambres”, BASP 49(2012), pp. 21-29; 3. P.Mich. inv. 4925v
(MP3 02640.300, LDAB 10307, TM 63854. SCHMELZ, Georg, in Andorlini, I. et alii (eds.), A% de/
XXII Congresso Internagionale di Papirologia. Firenge, 23-29 agosto 1998, 11, Florence 2001, pp. 1199-1212);
4. P. Heid. inv. G 1016 (MP3 02640.310, LDAB 8898, TM 67629. SCHMELZ, Georg, Pap. Congr.
XXII (Firenze 1998), pp. 1207-1212 and HIRSCHBERGER, Martina, [idisch-hellenistische Literatur i
threm interkulturellen Kontext (2012), pp. 229-265); 5. P. Oxy. 82.5290 (LDAB 702420, TM 702420.
BERESFORD, S. “5290: Jannes and Jambres,” The Oxyrhynchus Papyri 82 (2016), 1-06, pl. 1; 6. P.
Lips. Inv. 2299 (KRUEGER, Frederic, Archiv fiir Papyrusforschung (AfP) 64 (2018), p. 148-198).
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Ethiopic:
8. Fragments of an Ethiopic recension.
Several other texts containing excerpts.

II. The magicians in the Exodus

The most widely known version of the legend goes back to the O/ Testament,
specifically, to the book of Exuvdus where a confrontation between two Egyptian
magicians and the brothers Moses and Aaron is related. The Egyptian magicians are
also brothers. In the biblical story, the characters are not mentioned by name, but, in
other versions, they are called Jannes or Joannes and Jambres or Mambres.’

The story is well known: Following the instructions of God, Moses and Aaron visited
the Pharaoh to ask him to let the Israelites, enslaved by the Egyptians, leave the country.
The Pharaoh responds by asking them to make a demonstration of divine power. Aaron
throws his cane onto the floor and it turns into a snake. The Pharaoh orders the
Egyptian magicians to come to the palace; they respond with the same trick, but their
snakes are devoured by Aaron’s serpents.

From this point, the story focuses on a series of demonstrations and the episode
becomes a battle of magic powers between two rival sides: the power of God against
Egyptian magic. Moses and Aaron are performing wonders, Jannes and Jambres trying
to answet, but with less and less success.

The prodigies take the form of a series of plagues that spread over Egypt. The sixth
and last one consists of ulcers. Moses and Aaron pick up a handful of ash from an oven
and throw it into the air. It turns into dust that expands throughout Egypt, causing
people and animals to be covered with purulent ulcers, according to Exodus, the
magicians among them.

III. The Book of Jannes and Jambres

There are different versions of the end of this story: Jannes and Jambres leave, afflicted
with ulcers, and die crossing the Red Sea, along with the Pharaoh's army. Another
version refers to the Egyptians joining Moses, who defies God's command and accepts
them.

3 Tawwng / Twawwng and TepBong / TwapBone.
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Apart from the biblical text, we find testimonies of the legend of Jannes and Jambres
throughout the Mediterranean. They are quoted by Numenius, Pliny the Elder,
Apuleius, and others.* Some soutces identify all four rivals, Moses, Aaron, Jannes and
Jambres, as Jewish magicians.

Seven texts have been recovered from the original lost work. The fragments cover a
wide period from the 3trd to the 11th century AD, from the Classical to the Byzantine
period. They are preserved in different libraries in Dublin, Vienna, Michigan,
Heidelberg, Oxford and Leipzig.

The texts are written in different languages: Hebrew, Greek, Sahidic Coptic, Latin and
Anglo-Saxon. Furthermore, fragments of an Ethiopic translation have been identified,
but the edition is still in progress.

In addition, the fragments exemplify both the two principal materials and the two main
formats of the book in Antiquity: papyrus and parchment; roll and codex. Moreover,
one of the manuscripts includes illustrations.

Therefore, the set of testimonies of this legend constitutes a very rich legacy.

From a material point of view, the circumstances in which The Book of Jannes and Jambres
has been transmitted are comparable to those that occur in the case of fragmentary
novels. For example, from the Greek original of other known as apocryphal, The Journal
of the Trojan War by Dictys of Crete, we have four papyri of varying sizes, a translation
into Latin by Septimius and versions by Byzantine scholars.

Parthenope’s novel consists of three papyri, a Persian version in verse by 'Unsovti from
the XIth century, a Coptic martyrium of Sta. Batanuba, and references in other literary
and iconographic soutces from the Empire.® In the case of Incredible things beyond Thule

* Numenius, Frs. 9.2-5, Plin. Nat. XXX.2.11 and Apul., De Magia 90.

> Edition by GOMEZ PEINADO, Elisabet, La Ephemeris Belli Troiani: edicion del texty estudso de los aspectos
filoldgicos y literarios. Tesis Doctoral, Alicante (2015). See also MOVELLAN LUIS, Mireia, La cronica
troyana de Dictis de Creta. Trama épica y falsa historia, Tesis Doctoral, Madrid 2015; BRESCIA, Graziana,
LENTANO, Mario, SCAFOGLIO, Giampiero y ZANUSSO, Valentina, Revival and Revision of the
Trojan Myth: Studies on Dictys Cretensis and Dares Phrygius, Hildesheim, Zarich y Nueva York: Georg Olms
Verlag 2018, pp. 53-75.

¢ Editions by STEPHENS, Susan A. y WINKLER, John ., Ancent Greek Novels. The Fragments.
Introduction, Text, Translation, and Commentary, Princeton: Princeton Univesity Press 1995, pp. 81-89,
LOPEZ MARTINEZ, Maria Paz, Fragmentos papiriceos de novela griega, Alicante: Univesidad de Alicante
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by Antonius Diogenes, we have at least 5 papyri (they could be 7), a summary by the
Byzantine Photius, and extensive references in the Life of Pythagoras by Porfirio and
in About the months by loannis Lydus.” The materials relating to Sesonchosis consist of
5 papyri: four are fragments from volume, one is a page of codex, so they mark the
transition petiod between the roll-format and the codex-format.?

Until 1994, the work of reference to know The Book of Jannes and Jambres (hereafter B]])
had been that of Pietersma,” but for a time now new fragments and new studies have
been published.'” In any case, Papyrus Chester Beatty of Dublin is still the main soutce for
approaching the original work as it has preserved the longest text.

IV. The plot of The Book of the Words of Jannes and Jambres

Taking into account the preserved fragments, the plot of the work can be reconstructed
as follows: Following biblical literature and classics sources —Historiography and even
Novel, amongst others—, the story starts with a proeminm that includes a summary that
can be considered the #zulus. The Incipit:

1998, pp. 121-132 and HAGG, Tomas y UTAS, Bo, The Virgin and Her Lover. Fragments of an Ancient
Greek Novel and a Persian Epic Poem, Leiden —Boston: Brill 2003.

" Edition by SCHMEDT, Helena, Antonins Diggenes, “Die unglanblichen Dinge jenseits von Thule»”. Edition,
Uberset{%ﬂg, Kommentar, Berlin-Nueva York: De Gruyter, 2020. See also STEPHENS, Susan A. y
WINKLER, John J., Ancient Greek Novels. The Fragments. Introduction, Text, Translation, and Commentary,
Princeton: Princeton Univesity Press 1995, pp. 101-172.

8 STEPHENS, Susan A. y WINKLER, John J., Ancient Greek Novels. The Fragments. Introduction, Text,
Translation, and Commentary, Princeton: Princeton Univesity Press 1995, pp. 246-266 y LOPEZ
MARTINEZ, Matia Paz, Fragmentos papiriceos de novela griega, Alicante: Universidad de Alicante 1998,
pp- 357-375. Trnka-Amrhein 2016 has edited two new fragments: P. Oxy. 5262 and 5263: Trnka-
Amrhein, Yvona, “P. Oxy. 2562. Sesonchosis”, The Oxyrhynchus Papyri, 84, London, 2016a, 19-24 and
“P. Oxy. 2563. Sesonchosis”, The Oxyrbynchus Papyri, 84, London, 2016b, 25—40. See aslo the studies
by TRNKA-AMRHEIN, Y. (2018) “The fantastic four: Alexander, Sesonchosis, Ninus and
Semiramis”, en R. Stoneman, K. Nawotka y A. Wojciechowska (eds.) The Alexander Romance:
History and Literature. Groningen: Barkhuis and Groningen University Library, pp. 23—48 and
LOPEZ MARTINEZ, Matia Paz, “Aportaciones al argumento de la novela Sesoncosis”, en
JUFRESA, Montserrat y MESTRE, Francesca (Eds.), Jornades Internacionals sobre el Mdn Classic en Honor
de Carles Miralles, Barcelona.

? PIETERSMA A. The Apocryphon of Jannes and Jambres the Magicians. P. Chester Beatty XV'T (with New
Editions of Papyrus Vindobonensis Greek inv. 29456 + 29828 verso and British Library Cotton Tiberius B. v f.
87), Leiden: Brill 1994.

" Cf. n. 2.

94



\ &V

Antonio CORTIJO, Vicent MARTINES, Armando Alexandre dos SANTOS (otgs.). Mirabilia 30 (2020/ 1)
War and Disease in Antiquity and the Middle Ages
Guerra y enfermedad en la Antignedad y la Edad Media
Guerra i malaltia en I’ Antignitat i 'Edat Mitjana
Guerra e doengas na Antignidade e 1dade Média
Jan-Jun 2020/ISSN 1676-5818

o 1] BiBr[oc] Aoywv Téy[ov] xod Tapf[oov tdv paywv] & Méppr €nl Bacithép[c] Papom
M Eyoodev.... (B]], P. Chester Beatty 10)

could be compared to:

‘Hpodbtouv Alixapvnccéoc ictopinc anoddeéic ide, OC pyte 1 yevopeva €€ Avbpwrwy @
YOV E€ltha yévntar... (Hdt. 1.1.0)

And

Bovxvdidnc Adnvaioc Zuvéypade TOv TOrepov 1@ TTehonowwnciwy xal Abnvaiwy... (Thuc.
L.1)

And

Xapitwv Appodiciedc, Abnvayopov 100 PNntogoC VroypapedC, nddoC Eowtndv £€v
CvpaxobCaC yevopevov dtnyncoyat... (Charit., De Chaerea et Callirhoe 1)

And

Aveyvirchn Aviwviov AwoyévouC 1dv Dngp Ooblny dnictwv Adyor #8'. Agapatindv ol
Moyor... (Antonius Diogenes, De incredibilibus ap. Photius, Bibliotheca, 109a0).

Jannes and Jambres are the sons of Balaam or Petefres, officer and priest of the
Egyptian god Apis in Heliopolis. Their mother is anonymous:

3

... Qv chvtpoyoc oD Baot[A]éwc Dafpaw. ... N]v tepedC 10D [Capdmboc ol [Tetey]pfic 10D
‘Amdoc (B]], P. Chester Beatty 16 + P. Mich. inv. 4925v).

Could be compared to:

‘Eopoxpdtc, 6 cvpaxovCiov Ctoamyoc, obtoC O vixicac Abnvaionc, elye Ouyatéoo
Kodppdny todvopa, Oovpactov  yofjpo mopdévov xal Gyokpa tfc OAnc CueMac. ..
(Charit., De Chaerea et Callirhoe I).
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It is mentioned also the protagonist’s beauty:
... veavic eVetdNC [E]ywv... (B]], P. Chester Beatty 16).
And it is similar to:

v Y0 10 %d&AoC 0dx Abommvov GG Oelov. .. Xatpéac Yoo 1€ Mv uetpdtov eduopypov,
navtov Vmepéyov, olov Aythéa xod Nipéa xai Trnolvtov xod Alafiddny mhdcror xod
Yoayelc Setvdout, natEdC ApiCtwvoc, 10 dedtepa v CvpaxoLCoutC petd Eppoxpdtny
pepopévov (Charit., De Chaerea et Callirhoe 1).

The text continues with the description of a dream: an intruder enters the garden of the
house and cuts down a cypress tree. The dream has, in fact, a premonitory meaning: it
announces the defeat of Jannes and Jambres against Moses, but the sorcerers are not
able to interpret it correctly and only place guardians to protect the garden.

Jannes organizes a meeting in his garden of Memphis with the sages of Egypt and he
proposes the abolition of marriage as an institution. When they are quietly sitting under
an apple tree, there is suddenly a bolt of lightning and the earth shakes. Jannes runs into
his library, where he keeps his magical tools to investigate the meaning of the event,
and concludes that it is linked to a threat that looms over Egypt. Then, four men arrive
and tell Janes that he will soon go down to Hades “to serve as a companion to the
corpses forever.” Janes returns to the conversation with his friends on the same subject
of the institution of marriage.

Next, messengers arrive from the Pharaoh asking him to go to the palace to compete
with Moses and Aaron. The Israelites are impressing everyone with their prodigies.
Moses and Jannes engage in a magic contest, but the Egyptian becomes ill because of
the ulcers described in Exodus or of some other illness caused by their confrontation
with Moses. Finally, Jannes leaves the palace and warns the Pharaoh of the divine power
that Moses possesses. More meteorological prodigies take place, that Janes interprets
as a prelude to the death of an unjust generation.

The protagonist, already sick and realizing that he is about to die, says goodbye to his
mother and friends, makes his last wishes, names his brother Jambres as heir and leaves
him in charge of keeping the secret documents, after his death. At this point, the plot
reaches its climax and the misfortune advances inexorably: Jannes receives news about
the Egyptian disaster in the parting of the Red Sea. Later, he exchanges loving words
with his mother and he dies with great suffering (possibly by fire). Soon after, his

96



\ &V

Antonio CORTIJO, Vicent MARTINES, Armando Alexandre dos SANTOS (otgs.). Mirabilia 30 (2020/ 1)
War and Disease in Antiquity and the Middle Ages
Guerra y enfermedad en la Antignedad y la Edad Media
Guerra i malaltia en I’ Antignitat i 'Edat Mitjana
Guerra e doengas na Antignidade e 1dade Média
Jan-Jun 2020/ISSN 1676-5818

mother experiences the same fate, probably when trying to help her son. Other sources,
however, suggest that the brothers died under the waters of the Red Sea, along with the
Egyptians.

The only one left alive is Jambres, who until now had been left out of the storyline.
Jambres decides to open Jannes' spell books under the apple tree in the garden and he
performs a ritual of necromancy. Finally, the soul of his brother wakes up. The spell
has worked and Jannes’ ghost comes out of his grave to inform Jambres of what will
happen in the future, to tell him about his own death and describe Hades. The scene is
known as Janne’s paenitentia.

V. Magic: novel topics and loci paralleli

The study and interpretation of this work from the theological point of view is rich and
complex. Its moralizing purpose is clear: the sinner who confronts God, using wiles
against nature, will not find rest in hell."!

However, I am going to dispense with religious issues and I am going to deal,
exclusively, with tackling some of the fictional topics and /oci paralleli that appear in the
Greek text of Jannes and Jambres, especially those that we also find in fragmentary
novels."

In a recent article, Frederic Krueger demonstrated the dependence of this work on
pagan Egyptian tales about priest and magicians and studied a Sahidic-Coptic papyrus
that offers a specific Egyptian literary history of the legendary magicians."

""MUNOZ GALLARTE, Israel, “El paraiso de Janes y Jambres en Historia Monachorum in Aegypto
Origen y variantes de una sincrética leyenda mediterranea”, Ambitos: revista de estudios de ciencias sociales y
humanidades, 34 (2015), pp. 19-28

"? Regarding lost novel thad had been transmited only by papyrological fragments, see the editions by
STEPHENS and WINKLER 1995 and LOPEZ MARTINEZ 1998; BARBERO, Marco, I Babyloniaca
di Giamblico. Testimonianze e frammenti, Alessandria: Edizionidel’Orso 2015 and SCHMEDT, Helena,
Antonius Diggenes, “Die unglanblichen Dinge jenseits von Thule»”. Edition, Ubersetzung, Kommentar, Berlin-
Nueva York: De Gruyter, 2020. About the transmission of ancient fantastic fiction, STRAMAGLIA,
Antonio, “The Textual Transmission of Ancient Fantastic Fiction: Some Case Studies”, in M.
BAUMBACH - N. HOMKE (edd.), Fremde Wirklichkeiten. Literarische Phantastik und antike Literatur,
Heidelberg, Winter 20006, pp. 289-31.

" KRUEGER, F., “A Sahidic Exodus Apocryphon and the Legend of Jannes & Jambres”, Archiv fiir
Papyrusforschung, 64 (2018), pp. 148-198.
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Other fictional papyri also betray their dependence on Egyptian models. That is the
case of the novel about Pharaoh Sesonchosis.'* Demotic literaty papyti containing
stories about this Pharaoh were discovered. They are dated to the late 1st century and
early 2nd century AD and were found in the library of Tebtunis temple. The heroes of
these demotic texts are, in most cases, princes or kings who rebel against the Assyrian
domination and we are sure that the origin of these fictions date back to the pharaonic
period.” I suspect that some episodes of the Life of Alexander the Great are also linked to
translations into Greek of Demotic texts and I suppose that is also the case of the story
of the Egyptian magician Tinouphis.'®

Common elements to the papyri of Jannes and Jambres and the novel fragments are:
the figure of the Egyptian magician, the two brothers who are the protagonists, the
inenbatio or prophetic dream, the magic contest, the book on magic, the scene of
necromancy or nekuia, ghosts, graves, serpents, deserts, are among those that I think
are most recognizable. Of course, magic is very present in Greek literature, it is already
present in the founding text of the history of Greek literature, the Queen Circe is a
magician and, in the next book XI, we attend a journey to Hades, the famous Nekuia.

1. The Egyptian mdgos: Sapientior eran omnin(m) sapientium magorum (B[], Ms Cotton
Tiberins).

The figure of the magos occurs frequently in Ancient novels:!” the prophets Calasitis
and Zatchlas, in Heliodorus;'® or Diophanes, in Apuleius, although he is not Egyptian

" Cf. n. 8.

" WIDMER, Ghislaine, “Sésostris, figure de légende dans la littérature”; in FI. MORFOISSE; G.
ANDREU-LANOE (edd.), Catalogue de 'exposition Sésostris 111, Gand: Ministére de la Culture et
de la Communication, Université de Lille, Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique 2014.

' LOPEZ MARTINEZ, Maria Paz, “Semejanzas entre el PLeid. U (El suefio de Nectanebo) y el
PTurner 8(Tinufis)”, Lucentum 19(2000), 221-227 and “New contributions to some papyti labelled as
‘incerta’ in a corpus of novel fragments”, en G. Bastianini, A. Casanova, I papiri del romanzo antico.
Convegno internazionale di studi, Florence: Istituto Papirologico G. Vitellli 2010, pp. 95-119.

' Regarding magic and ancient novel, RUIZ MONTERO, Consuelo “Magic in the Ancient Novel”
in Michael PASCHALIS, Stavros FRANGOULIDIS, Stephen HARRISON, Maaike ZIMMERMAN
(eds.), The Greek and the Roman Novel: Parallel Readings (= Ancient Narrative Supplements 8), Groningen:
Barkhuis 2007, pp. 38-56.

18 JONES, Meriel, “The Wisdom of Egypt: Base and Heavenly Magic in Heliodoros' Aithiopika”,
Ancient Narrative 4 (2005), pp. 79-98
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but Chaldaean."” Tamblichus himself, author of the Babyloniaka, claims to have been
instructed in magic.?

Regarding the fragments, Paapis, the character of Ta Ozeg oAy dmora, is an Egyptian
ptiest and magician, who plays an antagonist role in this novel. ! The anthroponyms
derives from the ox Apis and was popular in Egypt. The Greek form is also attested to
in inscriptions and papyri. Greek sources refer to the existence of a famous Egyptian
magician, called Amenothes Paapis, who lived during the reign of Pharaoh Amenhotep
I11, around 1390 BC.%

[Maomg (or IMobmig) lives in the court of Enesidemo, Tyrant of Leontinos.” He does
not seem to live in a stable residence, but to be itinerant, so he is very attached to a bag,
where he keeps his books and magic herbs. The young protagonists steal it and Paapis,
as punishment for having taken his magic tools, casts a spell on them and on their
parents, so they will be alive at night and dead by day. Paapis dies murdered by a
character who is in love with the protagonist:

. ol Oco TMadmc e lepedc adydmnioc, the matpidoC adtod Aenrotnleicnc xod
nopor|CaC Topov nal prhofevnlelc VO v TexdvIwy ToVC AdehpolC Asprvliida xod
Mavuwiay, xoi 86Zac 10 tpdta ebvouC etvan T0IC edepyétonC xoi BA® @ otx®, petd tadra
Bca waxd oV e oixov xad adTodC %ol adT@v yovéac elpydcato (Antonius Diogenes, De
incredibilibus ap. Photius, Bibliotheca).

" Stavros FRANGOULIDIS, Witches, Isis and Narrative. Approaches to Magic in Apuleins’ Metamorphoses,
Berlin and New York: Walter de Gruyter 2008. Regarding Apuleius is also interesting: COSTANTINI,
Leonardo, Magic in Apuleins’ Apologia. Understanding the charges and the forensic strategies in Apuleins’ speech,
Berlin and New York: De Gruyter 2019.

*» CONNORS, Catherine, “Babylonian Stories and the Ancient Novel: Magi and the Limits of Empire
in Iamblichus’ Babyloniaka”, in M.P. FUTRE PINHEIRO et al. (edd.), Cu/tural Crossroads in the Ancient
Novel, Betlin/Boston: Walter de Gruyter 2018, 39-50.

*1 8.3, Magie” in SCHMEDT, Helena, Antonius Diogenes, “Die nnglaublichen Dinge jenseits von Thule»”.
Edition, Ubersetzung, Kommentar, Berlin-Nueva York: De Gruyter, 2020, 541-550.

?Joseph. Ap. 1.233. GALAN, José M., “Amenhotep son of Hapu as Intermediary between the People
and God”, in Z. Hawass (ed.), Egyprology at the Dawn of the Twenty-first Century: Proceedings of the
Eigth International Congress of Egyptologists, vol. 2, American Univiversity in Cairo Press, 2003, pp.
221-229.

? [Mbamg following PARSONS, Peter J., “4761. Novel (Antonios Diogenes?)”, The Oxyrhynchus Papyri,
LXX (2000), pp. 15-22 and Greek accentuation of Egyptian names.
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Nectanebo II, NextaveBag, the last Pharaoh of Egypt, who the Persians expelled from
the throne in 343 BC, was also a magician and an astrologist.** He is the protagonist of
a papyrus known as Nectanebo's Dream, which is a Greek translation from a Demotic
original. The text takes the form of a letter written by a craftsman called Petesis to the
Pharaoh. The fragment provides information on the reason why Nectanebo flees from

Egypt to the court of King Philippus.?

This subject links directly with the Historia Alexandri Magni. The biographical novel
begins precisely with an episode known as the novella of Nectanebo. In Macedonia,
Nectanebo seduces Olympiade, metamorphosed into the God Amun and, as a result of
their encounters, the Queen gets pregnant and Nectanebo is Alexander’s father:

Ol coyotator Atydntiot... paci yop 10v NextaveBo, 10v tedevtaiov thic Alydntou Baciiéa,
ned” Ov 1 Afyvrtoc €€énece tHic totadC npfic, tff poryind) Suvapuet Tovtwy TeptyeveChot. T
Y0 xoCuxl Ctoyeloe AOy® mavioe adT@ VmetdCCeto: el i alpvidlwC Toléuon vépoc
EneAnivlet, o0x Ecxvike CtpatoOnEedov 0VSE dmhwy mopmedpata OVSE CLdNEOL GOV Lot
008 mokepnd pyovnpocta, 0L elcnoyeto elc 1 Bociletar nol EldpuPave yohuty Aexdvny
nod yepiCoC a0tV VdatoC OpBoptov Emhattey &x x1pod mhotxidio uixpd xal Avipwndpoto
nold €véBotdev o0Td elc v Aexdvny xod Eheyev Gowdny, xpot®dv ERewiviy PaBdov, xod
gnexokelro ToVC QyyEhouC xod Oedv ABimc Appwve. ol obtw tf towdt Aexavopavteigt
0 v 1] Aenavn mhola... TV Emepyopévey Tokeptny Anolupévey T avlponwy Ttepeyéveto:
70 8’ 070 ual €nl 1@y 18 YA C Enepyouevwy (Historia Alexandri Magni Recensio a sive Recensio
vetusta 1.1.1).%°

Tinuphis, Twobgwc, is also an Egyptian magician, who is the protagonist of another
papytus. I have related this fragment to Nectanebo's dream, in some publications.”’

Tinuphis arrives at the court of a Persian King and thanks to his skills and knowledge,
he saves the monarch. However, the magician is condemned to death because he is
accused of committing adultery with the Queen. The sentence is to be buried alive in a

* FORGEAU, Annie, Nectanébo: la derniére dynastie, Paris: Editions Khéops, D.L. 2018.

% P, Leid. U. Edition by LOPEZ MARTINEZ, Matia Paz, Fragmentos papirdceos de novela griega, Alicante:
Univesidad de Alicante 1998, pp. 20-36. See n. 15.

% Edition by KROLL, Wilhelm, Historia Alexandri Magni (Pseudo-Callisthenes), Berlin: Weidmannsche,
1926. See also STONEMAN, Richard, NAWOTKA, Kirzysztof and WOJCIECHOWSKA,
Agnieszka (edd.), The Alexander Romance: History and Literature, Groningen: Bakhuis 2018.

7 LOPEZ MARTINEZ, Marfa Paz, “Semejanzas entre el PLeid. U (El suefio de Nectanebo) y el
PTurner 8(Tinufis)”, Lucentun 19(2000), 221-227 and “New contributions to some papyri labelled as
‘incerta” in a corpus of novel fragments”, in G. BASTIANINI, A. CASANOVA, I papiri del romanzo
antico. Convegno internazionale di studi, Florence: Istituto Papirologico G. Vitellli 2010, pp. 95-119
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building, but the builder and executioner of Tinuphis, is a Greek slave who, to please
the woman he is in love with, saves the prophet by means of a slab. The eunuch in
charge of overseeing the execution, surprised by the large size of the building, asks the
builder the reason for these dimensions and he replies that this size corresponds to the
priestly dignity of Tinuphis: **

... ficyetov ol TiC elney BRotdV. .. o0TOC, ® Oeol, BaChéwC CoTE YavelC... xa xatexpidn
wory&da... 6 vouoC, dv yovi pouxdic 1 iege... xad 100 xataxpiBgvro[d]... Bootdv odx
AyeOTNG. .. Sapdvey oipynC Yo Myv... dviedbev My mAivloC wla Chtelpa tod TEOYHTOL
[6AX] 0088 e[f]c Arictato Mv adtOCoPoy O téxtwv E[v]tadla yodv 6 dnutoc Ectce OV
RO, 0 SYutoc 8 O SucceBmic, 6 toic TpomoLCt Yadroc Ecwce t[fj] mobovuévn {bovra
w0v Twobey togbouv yie Ty Ve %ol ThHC mredic [Gv]dyxnc. éri yodv péy[c]tov oixov
el [thy] ouyifety obtoC €moincev, €nd[belto 10 ainov 6 Mayowac xei 6 Cociac
Anexpivato Ey® toDto Enlndec t[enot]nuévor it TO TOv Tvolypy pdyov tuy]ydvetv: O &
el Adyety VrohaB®[v tOv] Snuiov dnéctn: tehdcac 88 ndfvia 0] Toging noc v Tgudda. ..
(P. Turner 8 Tinouphis).

2. Siblings

In Tamblichus’ Babyloniaka, Te. Bafvhwvara, two brothers, Tigris and Euphrates, and his
sister Mesopotamia, are the children of the priestess and priest of the Aphrodite cult.
In the Diogenes’ Apista, Tow Oep OobAyy dmora, the joung protagonists of one of the
parallel plots of the novel are a brother and a sister called Derkyllis and Mantinias. The
siblings meet the magician Paapis in Leontinos, steal his bag, and take it to Regio and
Metaponte:

‘Ev tadtn 1] @0dAn Aewvia€ not’ Egwto vopov Ophel AepruAdidt Tvi nodovpévn §1ic yevet
név vrfjeye Topla @V xatd v TOAY cOTATEEDY, Adehp@® 3& Cuvilv Bvopa Moavtvid...
phofevnleic V10 1AV Texdvtwy T0VC AdedpoLC Aspruidido xol Mavtviav (Antonius
Diogenes, De incredibilibus ap. Photius, Bibliotheca).

3. Books on magic and the place where they are preserved: Jannes’ library
would be in his house. When Jannes died, Jambres is in charge of and the library
and the secret documents:

8 P. Turner 8, Tinouphis. Edition by STEPHENS, Susan A. y WINKLER, John J., Ancient Greek Novels.
The Fragments. Introduction, Text, Translation, and Commentary, Princeton: Princeton Univesity Press 1995,
pp. 400-408 and LOPEZ MARTINEZ, Matia Paz, Fragmentos papiriceos de novela griega, Alicante:
Univesidad de Alicante 1998, 254-265.
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3

[Eonéplac 8& yevopé[n]c...” dote ExL[C]wbijvar vil[C xumapt]cCovc Gnd t0[D] nagadicov
tad [t te 0 Tovvnc €8papev elc v Bif[ho]0nxev Omov ol Suvdpmc... AaBo[v v Bifiov

etn)ev 8[€ t@t TauBlont... (B]], P. Chester Beatty 16).

In contrast, Paapis has to keep his books with him in a simple bag, because he probably
doesn’t live in any fixed place:

"Encita dC Aofoviec Movtviac nod AepuodMc éx Aeoviivev 10 Tadmdoc nnpldiov petd
@y €v oa0Tt@® BrMev xal 1@y Botoav®v 10 nPotiov, AnaipovCy eic Phytov #lneibev eic
Metandvtiov, &v @ adtodC ActpadoC EnmatadaBoy pnvdet xatd toSuc Stbxew Tadmy. ..
AvoifavteC oy ol nepl Ar€avdpov 10 1 Bbtiov, eDEICKoLCt TAC xVTAELTTIVOLC SEATOLC, BiC
(@c Eowe) notébnre Aeporuldc notd taC €vtohdc Aewiov (Antonius Diogenes, De
incredibilibus ap. Photius, Bibliotheca)

And

.70 8¢ mn[pidiov )6V Bifhiey mepl[... avtoy W<t> teoyH A, Tva...]v CoyratapheyDein
[... T0 8e ut]Bwtiov mopedn | [xato] (Antonius Diogenes, De incredibilibus, P. Oxy. 4760).

4. A magic contest: A magic contest is arranged at the Pharaohs’ palace, until
finally Jannes leaves the competition ill:

[ro]éopic maptioay [End 10D Bacthéwc Aé]yovieC taytov EAO[@V AvtiotdOnt 1@t Mwofj 1dt
‘EBoaiwt mo[todvtt onuein] Gote navtac Ouvpdlfew.... | elnev [ ... Blacthéa [ ... ] . Eywy ...

(B]], P. Chester Beatty 16).

P. Mich. inv. 5 and P. Palan Rib. inv. 152 correspond to a description of the powers of a
magician. He or she is able to control meteorological phenomena, to walk on the water
and fly. He or she has many powers, except in respect to love, because the earth does
not produce pharmakon to combat this plague:

. cnceton: #lv CeAnvn<t> xelebCw, xataflncetor: nlv nwivCour Oek[f]cw ™y Nuéoay, 1
VOZ pot pevet; xdv Senbupey mdhy Npépac, 1o Pt ovx omekedCetat. xfv ThevCou OeACw Ty
Odhottory, ou Séopan veC: xllv B agpoC ehlely, xovprcOnCopfa]t. pwttov povov ovy

* "Eonépag 8¢ yevopdvng N St@pvf xéywoto ndox, Ach. Tat. 3.16.1 5.7.1, 5.14.1, 8.7.2.

% Edition by STEPHENS, Susan A. y WINKLER, John J., Ancient Greek Novels. The Fragments.
Introduction, Text, Translation, and Commentary, Princeton: Princeton Univesity Press 1995, pp. 173-178
and LOPEZ MARTINEZ, Matia Paz, Fragmentos papiriceos de novela griega, Alicante: Univesidad de
Alicante 1998, 254-265.
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SUQLC%(,U Lpocgpomov ov motca Buvijrevov, ou moiCou Suvdpevov; 1} Y1 yaro, oBovpévy tov
Oeov, ov pépet. el 8¢ TC SXEL no SidwCty, oute, SSOpLou dote metv 0éhw, XQY]CO(CGO(L Oelo.
paiveCHat Cov T GUyocTQL athov eldwhov AéyerC xa ToUTo Cfo]t mapddofov elvar Soxst. THCo

Be oL Topaddywy [n]ed[cO]nca]v copdtwy. .. (P. Mich. inv. 5).

The fragment may correspond to a scene from a novel, in which a magician is consulted
by the parents of a gitl who has fallen in love with an e{dwlov (a ghost or a dream), but
the style of the text is very elaborate so that it could be also a rhetorical exercise.

5. Prophetic dreams and incubatio:

.. E\0elv 8€ o010V &l numaL[oooy Tva] nad Emproey aDTV xod ot [einet ombopdc toic:
®e0Goey 8 oY ... [xad Npéeac Oxtd 1 xundptoco[d] ... mofplaxovoac 8¢ O Thvwwnc
700 &v[umviov xad &m]Oupnonc xod v untéea avz[od dnoldpapodouy napendheoey a0V

no[pevOfjeva] eic 20 Swx ... (B]] P. Chester Beatty 16).

It is not clear where Jannes’ unnamed mother is during the incubatio, probably in her
garden.

In Nectanebo's Dream, Onutis, the God of war, protests because his temple is unfinished.
The Pharaoh experiences the zncubatio is the Serapeum at Memphis, the place where the
papyrus was found and it is possible that the copyist, a certain Apollonius, belonged to
the circle of the Serapeum of Memphis too:

NextovaPa 100 Baothéwc ratoyvopévou xal 0EiboavtoC 1o0C HeoDC dnidont adTdL Td
gveotnuota, E60€ev xat” vbmviov mholov namdewvov (Sommnium Nectanebi PLeid. U).

Occasionally, the situation makes the help of a dream interpreter necessary. In this case,
when the Nectanebo wakes up, he calls Onuris’ high priest and the prophet. They
explain to him that an inscription in hieroglyphic characters is still to be carved. Then,
Nectanebo hires the best craftsman to finish the inscription in hieroglyphic as soon as
possible and he pays a large amount of money in advance.

However, Petesis is a drunk and does not finish the work. A beautiful girl appears in

the last part of the text. Perhaps she complicates the situation even more, but we can’t
be sure because the papyrus is broken at this point. It is possible that, due to the
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negligence of Petesis, the temple was never finished and the god of war abandoned
Nectanebo.™

At the beginning of Alexandri Magni Historia, 1s Nectanebo who causes Philipos to have
a dream in which Olympias will beget the son of a god. With the help of a dream
interpreter, Philipos notices that his child is actually the son of the god Ammon of
Lybia and that he will become famous:

Kod 81 MxBov i2pana nehdytov xad 100t0v paryedcac dvetponopniay motel 1¢) Pikinne. ide
YO Oe0v eBpopypov oMoV xepadv 16OV AppwvoC coyxotpwpevoy T Olopmddt <xoi>
Qvictapevov ThC noitnC Aéye a0l Kotd youctpoc Eyelc €€ €uod noida, xod cod xal 10D
notp0C Dikinmov yevopevov Exduov’ (Historia Alexandri Magni 1.8).

The birth of a new born baby is considered a threat as in the case of Moses and other
very well known myths in Classic literature.

Theano, the protagonist of papyrus P. Oxy. 417, is a worried mother who begs a goddess
to help her. She doesn’t know where her son, who has been taken prisoner by the
Scythians, is. Finally, the goddess appears in a dream, advising her to go to Athens to
recover the boy:

o M 88 adT M| Beav®d unme t[o]d TudoC tod Tet.. dv [1d]v Tuvbdv O inmas|]c
a[ly]pudhwtov ellpet. Gpmoyévioc 8 avtod odx Eveyrodco Ty Cuppopdy iénic. .. [x]at’
Ovap tNC OeoD- [y]oovov S[E]... [Jevetpedav: teh[elutodoy 6€ xekeder adTv 1 Oe0C
ArokattecOor v €n” AOfvalc] oc [8]1 z[0]v na[{]da dn[o]Andopévn: N &€ melpty]oeonC
obca mapakaBod[ca iy Edvikny Het [t]v & A[q]vac: éni te [Qlowndv xai 0 to[d

Apg]ooéo 1eo[0v... (Theano P. Oxy. 3.417)*

6. Necromancy, nekuia, tomb, ghost: ** Here, Jambres reads the book and
performs a ritual of necromancy:

31 P, Leid. U. Edition by LOPEZ MARTINEZ, Maria Paz, Fragmentos papirdceos de novela griega, Alicante:
Univesidad de Alicante 1998, pp. 20-36. See n. 15 and 25.

2 POxy. 417, Theano. Editions by STEPHENS, Susan A. y WINKLER, John J., Ancient Greek
Novels. The Fragments. Introduction, Text, Translation, and Commentary, Princeton: Princeton
Univesity Press 1995, pp. 438-445 y LOPEZ MARTINEZ, Maria Paz, Fragmentos papiriceos de
novela griega, Alicante: Univesidad de Alicante 1998, pp. 322-328.

» Ogden, Daniel., Greek and Roman necromancy. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2001.
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Emonhavyvio|duevo 8¢ ol] dvo AeuropopodvieC Epaca|v adtoid]... [d]vaiéuc tac [BifrouvC]
C poylac €moinfoev] vexpvopovt[iov] »x[l Gviveyrev €x t[od @douv 1]0 eldwiov oD
aS[e]wod [x]DTod xai dmoxg[iBevtoc] 10D Tavwou elnev 1@t &[Sek]pdt TauBowt ... (B]]
PChester Beatty 16)

And

... Ap(er)uit Mambres libros magicos fratris sui lamnis (et) fecit necromantian... (BJ] Ms. Cotton
Tiberius).

Necromancy scenes occur in the novels, for example, in Heliodoros.>* In Apollonius King
of Tyrus, a scene of faked necromancy also happens. Apollonius invokes the supposed
shadow of her daughter Tharsia before Stranguilio and Dionysiae, the couple to whom
Apollonius entrusted her as a child, but they, specially Dionysiae, with the complicity
of her husband, order a foreman to kill her.

There are also ghosts that appear without having been summoned by a ritual of
necromancy:>

Veniens igitur Tyrius Apollonius Antiochiam, ubi regnum reservatum suscepit, pergit inde
Tyrum et constituit regem loco suo Athenagoram generum suum. Et cum eo et cum filia
sua et cum exercitu regio navigans venit Tharsum. Et iussit statim comprehendi
Stranguilionem et Dionysiadem uxorem suam et sedenti sibi adduci. Quibus adductis
coram omnibus civibus dixit: “Cives beatissimi Tharsiae, nunquid Apollonio Tyrio exstitit
aliquis ingratus vestrum?” At illi omnes una voce dixerunt: “T'e regem, te patriac patrem
diximus: propter te et moti libenter optavimus, cuius ope periculum famis effugimus. Pro
hoc et statua a nobis posita in biga testatur”. Et Apollonius ait: “Commendavi filiam
meam Stranguillioni et Dionysiadi uxori eius: hanc mihi reddere nolerunt”. Scelerata
mulier ait: “Bone domine, quid?” Tu ipse titulum legisti monumenti!” Apollonius
exclamavit: “Domina Tharsia, nata dulcis, si quid tamen apud inferos haeres,
relinqueThartaream domum et genitoris tui vocem exaudi”. Puella depost tribunal regio
habitu circumdata capite velato processit et revelata facie malae mulieri dixit:
“Dionysiadis, saluto te ego ab inferis revocata”. Mulier scelerata ut vidit, toto corpore
contremuit (Apollonius Regis Tyri RB 50).

* HOPFNER, Theodor. “Nekromantie”, RE XVI 2(1935), pp. 2218-2233.

3 KORTEKAAS, G.A.A., Historia Apollonii Regis Tyri. Prolegomena, text edition of the two principal Latin
recensions, bibliography, indices and appendices, Groningen: Brill 1984; KORTEKAAS, G.A.A., Commentary
on the Historia Apollonii Regis Tyri and The Story of Apollonius, King of Tyre: A Study of Its Greek Origin and
an Edition of the Two Oldest Latin Recensions, Groningen: Brill 2004; and SCHMELING, Gareth, Historia
Apollonii Regis Tyri, Leipzig: Bibliotheca Teubneriana 1988.
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In the Apista, is Derkyllis who goes and returns from Hades. Once there, she learns
things about the underworld from her maid Myrto, who has died long ago. Paapis left
Myrto dumb so the ghost is not able to speak. She has to address Derkyllis by means
of a message written on a tablet. Paapis has probably also bewitched Derkyllis’s nurse:

nol @OC 0 &v Atdouv o’ avtoic 1ot xod oA tdv €xeice pdbot, Sidacndh® yowpévn
Mot Oepanavid oirelq, nahar tOv Blov drnolmodcn xod &x 1@V vexp®dv v deCrotvoy
Gvadtdocnonan). .. ol dnwc petd ™y €€ Atdov adThC GvorymenCy... (Antonius Diogenes,
De incredibilibus ap. Photius, Bibliotheca)

And

... Sotbna Yo dyee[ing: Gxovsov] odv, drep toTe &ni vod[v AOE pot: youu]pateiov 8ibupoy
@V [totohtwy, olx &¢] Siduondhov Enepepdueda, dnforuBodon] Sidwut 1f Muptol: “xei o
A €[t pot un] Sdvaoon hakelv,” Epny, “EAL" &v [ye to0t® yd]eafov Sou einelv £0éhetc. Eyd
8[& dvayvod]ou eloopar.” oln 10 Oepananv[idiov: 81An] yoip il thic ddews MG adtino [proha
&udiniag 8y’ oig némovhe xai Oepan[elag tev]ouévn. AaBodox oDy 10 youupma[teiov xai] 1@
Myve mpocelfodoo yapdt[tel 1@ yoo]pel® vy omovdt] Soa NPodie[to €v pi]xeols mévy
yoapupoot t[o]d mhéolv yyod]dor, xol pot didwotv Bya] Stoved|ovon Th) yet]ol E&iévar. £y
8¢ haBod[olo €ERAO[ov pév 0]0Vg 0VBapdg, TEOTep[o]v 8€ Av[eyvwy adTO] nod E6MA[o]u
68e “Gmbr, @ Séomo|va, adti]xa TEOS THY TR0YAHY, Xl Gxovod[ong Gva]yvwdt td Aotrd,
¢ Ov %0xetvn [pudbot 1d] Eawtlic xomd pnde &g 10V mdvt|o yedvov] dyvoodoa fidotto, dg v
nod T Eufd yvoin]te. dmb, 187, Telv portfiou nloepd ...] TOV cvyxotpopevoy uT| xod k[0
Sadpo]vog Amoladong yohenoD.” toadta [8& Mg Avé]yvewv, ERovkopny pév... (Antonius
Diogenes, De incredibilibus, PST 10.1177).

Three papyti from the Phoinikika by Lollianos have been preserved. One of them
narrates the appearance of a ghost, who tells one of the characters, Glauketes, the place
where he wants to be buried in the company of a gitl killed with him:

*Three papyri from the Ta @owwxd by Lollianos have been preserved (P. Colon. inv. 3328, P. Oxy.
1368 and P. Oxy. 4945. Editions by STEPHENS, Susan A. y WINKLER, John J., Ancient Greek Novels.
The Fragments. Introduction, Text, Translation, and Commentary, Princeton: Princeton Univesity Press 1995,
pp. 314-357 y LOPEZ MARTINEZ, Maria Paz, Fragmentos papiriceos de novela griega, Alicante:
Univesidad de Alicante 1998, pp. 163-208, OBBINK, Dirk, “P. Oxy. 4945. Lollianos, Phoinikika”,
The Oxyrhinchus Papyri 73 (2009), pp. 103-113. See also: LOPEZ MARTINEZ, Maria Paz and RUIZ
MONTERO, Consuelo, “Magia y erotismo en la novela griega: P. Oxy. 4945 de las Feniciacas de
Loliano” in Juan Francisco MARTOS MONTIEL, Cristobal MACIAS VILLALOBOS, Raul
CABALLERO (edd.), Plutarco, entre dioses y astros. Homenaje al profesor Aurelio Pérez ] z'me'ﬂez de sus dz'mjbu/ax,
colegas y amigos, vol. 11 Zaragoza: Libros Portico 2019, pp. 1223-1249.

106



\ &V

Antonio CORTIJO, Vicent MARTINES, Armando Alexandre dos SANTOS (otgs.). Mirabilia 30 (2020/ 1)
War and Disease in Antiquity and the Middle Ages
Guerra y enfermedad en la Antignedad y la Edad Media
Guerra i malaltia en I’ Antignitat i 'Edat Mitjana
Guerra e doengas na Antignidade e 1dade Média
Jan-Jun 2020/ISSN 1676-5818

...elg Ty a0t OBoder[ -] pixeOv And tiic 080D Exfrpa]neic. welpon 81 V7o T ko ravioT®
Exetvn ol pet’ €uod x0pn x|, dppw dvnonpévor." O 8¢ Thavnéng exnhayels, Bonep
elndg, €9p0éyéato pév oVdev mEOg T, €mévevey 8 povov xod [Bp]o HAawvev. O &€
velvi[oxog] NeovicOrn €mvedouv[tog, 0] 6& Thavn€tng natd xed[tjog HAawvey xal Gpo
éneotpéyeto, el mov avbig 1oL éxclvov, 6AN" oOnét EBrenev (Phoinikika by Lollianos, P.
Os. 1368.10)

And

... pett Tt yrtdvog EvéDovian ol pév kevxole, ol 8¢ uéha[vag ted]apudoty Opolwg tog
nepahdg Teptet oavteg: xod 10 nedowna [ol pev ] péhave Eyovieg AoOAn, ol 8¢ [th
AeJoxd Qrpwbioe €ypelovto. xal ob[twg adtov]c noopfoovies €€Neoay Ew.xol ol[twg
a0T0V]g xooufoavieg £€Neoay Eéw. <ol> pev td Aevxd Eyovieg S oD ... [......... ol ¢
0 p]éhovar Sudt thig oeMivng Eropevovio. .. (Phoinikika by Lollianos, P. Colon. inv.3328, B.1

Verso).

The protagonist of fragment P. Mich. inv. 3378 —probably a fragment from a comic
novel— is a ghost who talks in the first—person about another ghost:z‘7

[€]powtod [.][..] O Eipoc. Aévevev [6€] xa[i] 10 ldwlov ®Oelv xafil] npotpénovt Ednet.
9 [1]800C 0V nad yeynbnc, dcrep Torépoy xtelvwy, Euantodv GroCpattw. &ncl 8¢ EneCov
nod Amédavov, yvwpilw 10 eldwlov, Cevtjotc M. ... (P. Mich. inv. 3378).

P. Oxy. 416 narrates the consequences of a vision, also in first person. Initially, the
vision is pleasant, but suddenly the image becomes lugubrious and terrible. The narrator
asks his partners who it is and the image causes the repentance of his sins. The vision
could be one of the god Asclepius’s epiphanies but there are also other possibilities:*

o’ oD eic Nudc y[o]nctoc dp[&]vn [...] vevew: chpatoc uéyor hovc Vuiv ™ CSe. ..
S1ddoyov 10V maida notakéyer: xod 8.0t Tapa[M] 1maOv Ednproton yepag [E]xatOv nod Sexg.
[...] provopevoy € adptCtov... [Ac]ximiov npocdond Emcnépyovia... Empo Oeov Tva

P4

cxotad® mEQLov TN £1[det xad] Teviumy xod pow|w]dn Eyxovta [8]guv. .. Tpopncac: “®,” elmey,

" P. Mich. inv. 3378. Editions by STEPHENS, Susan A. y WINKLER, John J., Ancient Greek Novels.
The Fragments. Introduction, Text, Translation, and Commentary, Princeton: Princeton Univesity Press 1995,
pp. 422-428 y LOPEZ MARTINEZ, Maria Paz, Fragmentos papiriceos de novela griega, Alicante:
Univesidad de Alicante 1998, pp. 223-226.

% P. Oxy. 416, Asclepios. Editions by STEPHENS, Susan A. y WINKLER, John J., Ancient Greek Novels.
The Fragments. Introduction, Text, Translation, and Commentary, Princeton: Princeton Univesity Press 1995,
pp. 409-415 y LOPEZ MARTINEZ, Maria Paz, Fragmentos papiriceos de novela griega, Alicante:
Univesidad de Alicante 1998, pp. 347-352.
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“todpol, tic €O’ ovtoc... meviahéoc Gpoe ol wotaypyTindg. ..’ ol déoc elcépyeton
elndvtoy. .. O yon adypneov & &upaiv[w]v OP[L]v. .. elvar-xataponéiuevoc [v] £COf[e. ..
TpoCedapey aDTd" ... “Ouot v duatéviwy,” g[iney,” ... [t]od chuatoc alwlopévou. ..

pocC...(P. Oxy. 3.410).

It is very interesting also the text of Apuleius where the father’s ghost is who appears
in his daughter’s dreams with the rope tied around his neck and explains her the adultery
of his stepmother and the circumstances of his death:

. sed el per quietem obtulit sese flebilis patris sui facies adhuc nodo revincta cervice

eique totum novercae scelus aperuit de adulterio, de maleficio et quem ad modum larvatus
ad inferos demeasset... (Apuleius, Mez. IX.29-31).

Jannes’ and Jambres’ family garden —napadetcoc— is well protected. It is a xnmotagrov,
'funerary garden'. In the middle, is the tomb —uvfApa— of Janes and his mother, whose
construction has been meticulously specified:

[tN]v un[té]oa adtod xafi] de[xdutoev ady elc 1] wv[np]iov 100 ad[eh]pod adtod (B,
PClester Beatty 106).

In the Apista:

nol 0w petd Ty €€ Adouv adtiiC Avoywency cOv Knoddho xoil Actpaim, 1§87 10D
adehypod Sracnacheica, €nl tov Cepnvnc Ayixovio tdpov (Antonius Diogenes, De
incredibilibus ap. Photius, Bibliotheca).

P. Oxy. 4944 refers to a scene from the Ephemeris belli Troiani by Dictys Cretensis. The
text describes Hecuba’s murder and burial. Her tomb is in Maronea in the Chersonese

and it is called Cinosema, because the Trojan Queen was known as "Dog tongue":*

[Exafn] drelpoc dvn(t)pedn. &yé[veto] 8’adi|C tapoc &v Map[wveia] thic Xeppovicov, O
Kov[oc CRjpo Aéyetar, gnel a0tV nw]voyhwccov Eheyov (P. Oxy. 4944, Ephemeris belli
Troiani, Dictys Cretensis).

The final episode of the Apista presents the very well known literary cliché of the
manuscript that is found and used as an authenticating strategy by novelists. The author

¥ P. Oxy. 4944. Edition by GOMEZ PEINADO, Elisabet, Ia Ephemeris Belli Troiani: edicion del texto y
estudio de los aspectos filoldgicos y literarios. Tesis Doctoral, Alicante, 2015, pp. 85-102.
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tells us that the text, written on cypress tablets, was found in a crypt along with six
mysteriously inscribed coffins. The crypt was discovered by Alexander the Great after
he seized Tyre.

A soldier led Alexander, Hephaistion and Parmenion to a place outside the town. There
was a crypt with several stone graves where the names of their occupants and the years
they had lived were inscribed. They found a small cypress chest by the wall with a clear
inscription:* Q Zéve, dotic e, Bvorfov, Tva nadne a Bowpbdleg, ‘Stranger, whoever you
are, open, so that you may learn marvelous things’. When Alexander the Great’s
companions opened the chest, they found the cypress tablets that contained the novel:

O 8¢ Baohebe Hyparotiwva noil IMoppeviwve ovpnapodaBov elnovio 1@ otpatio, xol
xatahapufBdvovoty Vroyeiovg Mbivoug cogodg, Gv 1 wév Eneyéyoanto: «Avoidha £Blw &
mévte xod TotrovTom, 1| 8¢ «Mvdcwy Mavtviov €Blw &t ¢ ol € and &vOg nad o'», 1| &¢-
«Aptotiowv Duhorhéoung €Blw &t L nod " and B %ol vy, GAkn 8¢ «Mavtviag Mvdowvog €11
ERlw B’ wod " nad voutog { wod 'y, €répa 8¢ «Aeprvilic Mvdowvog €Btw &t 0 xod A nad
voxtog Exod P, 1 88 Extn copog «lAewiog Apxdg €Piw &t & nal % xod ». .Tobdtorg
dtamopodvteg Ay thic mEwTNe c0Eod (cuypes Yo 1O €xslvng Emiypappe) Evivyydvouot
Tl Toly® 1BwT® wxEd KWTKEITTOL TETOMULV) @ Eveyéyoantor «Q Eéve, Botg el,
dvotéov, v pdlng 6 Oowpdleiry. Avoifavteg odv ol nepl Alé€oavdpov 10 nfotiov,
gLplorovot T xumaELTTivoug dektoug, Ug (g Eotxe) natednue AeerulMg xotdl TOS EvTolAg
Aewiov. Tadto Béhaypov elodyer tf) yovound yodpovta, nal 61t 10 xumaprttivoug dEltoug
petoyooddpevog Sranépdete i) yovourt. Kol Aoimov eloBdike Eviedlev 0 Aoyog elg v 1@V
HOTELTTIVEY BEATeY Gvdyvaoty xod youphy, ol mapeott Aewviag Koppa Sinyoduevog Grep
npoeipntat. mhaoe 1@ Aviwvieo Awoyéver oynudtioton. (Antonius Diogenes, De
incredibilibus ap. Photius, Bibliotheca).

7. Other images: Serpent, Desert, cypress tree: in the famous meeting between
Jannes and Moses in the Pharao’s palace the sticks magic nmetamorphoses into
snakes.

Due to Philippus' suspicious, Nectanebo turns into a snake when he is in the middle of
a banquet:

O(YO‘(Q feog obtog e’@xo,pevog n@ég oe yiveroa TEWTOV 8@02%(»\) et y1¢ Epmwv ouQLopu;v népnmv
(Historia Alexandri Magni 1.6).

40 The cypress tree is the protagonist of the mothet’s dream in Jannes. In the case of Apista, the tablets
used by Mirto in Hades and the tablets where the text of the novel has been preserved and -t0c
nonaELTTivoug Sédtoug- are made of cypress.
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Jannes’ house is in Memphis, I suppose it would be in a very arid region. In the Historia
Alexcandri Magni, Nectanebo travels to the desert in Pella, although it is difficult to
imagine a desert in green and humid Pella:

= ’[Y‘]V Eonpov 8@0(903\) et Sor&vag Tag ng(;g OVELQO- Ttopwtiocv O((Q}LOCOL;OO(Q, 8 Qv
payevoag tov Ohopmadog Unvov dvergov dvayewd Mg Hehe moakews (Historia Alexandri
Magni 1.6).

Conclusions

Perhaps it is a mere coincidence but I find curious similarities between the Book of Jannes
and Jambres and topics from some papyti of ancient fiction:

1. From a material point of view, The Book shares characteristics of some fragmentary
novels.

2. Part of the original text is a translation into Greek of an original text in Demotic. In
this sense, the fragments of The Book are similar to the fragments of Sesonchosis, Nectanebo,

and Tinuphis.
3. The Book starts with an zncipit like other works in prose, including novels.
4. There are common references to serpents, deserts, cypress, etc.

5. The protagonists are lovers of learning: Isidora, the sister of Diogenes the author of
Wonders beyond Thule, is a women @houad®dC Eyovon. In the case of Jannes and Jambres,
those who have preceded us in the study of the text have already commented on the
parallels that can be established between the character of Jannes of the papyri and the
legend of Faust, whose origin the specialized critic places in the Middle Ages. Jannes,
his alter-ego Jambres and Dr. Johan Fausten are magicians, alchemists and sorcerers.
The three responde to the profile of the researcher who delves into the phenomena
moved by a great curiosity and the man of science, who does not conform to the
explanations available to the common man.*!

0. Special curiosity about the afterlife is an essential topic: scenes of necromancy, #ekyia
or/and apparitions of ghosts are fundamental.

“ KRUEGER, F., “A Sahidic Exodus Apoctyphon and the Legend of Jannes & Jambres”, Archiv fiir
Papyrusforschung 64 (2018), pp. 148-198.
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7. The erotic intrigue has a secondary role. In the case of The Incredible Things beyond Thule
and the Alexandri Magni Historia, romantic love is present to a lesser extent than in other
canonical works of this genre. The themes of travel and magic predominate.

To finish, I am not claiming that The Book of Jannes and Jambres is a novel, but, regardless
of its undeniable pious purpose, I believe that its reading could be used as an
appropriate entertainment text for the first Christian readers.

In any case, it is an enigmatic work, my conclusions are only provisional and there is
still a lot of work to be done with these texts.

kkx
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