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Rationale and Explanation of Project

The concept of a th e a tre  collective originated about tw en ty  

y ea rs  ago in Quebec as a form  of social thea tre . The m edium  

included a group of actors im provising and then  scripting scenes 

th a t  pertained to certain  topics chosen for perform ance. Noted 

collectives include ones produced on William Lyon McKenzie King 

and "The F arm  Show", both dealing w ith  social and political issues 

in Canada. The perform ances w ere scripted and the  collectives, 

now published, rem ain  basically the  sam e each tim e th e y  are  

produced.

The idea of a collective intrigued me, consequently I decided to 

apply the  concept w ith  studen ts and to create a collection of 

personally w ritten  m ateria l w ith  dialogue and im provisation to 

produce a perform ance. After several collectives on gender and 

giftedness, I realized th a t  the  m edium  w as not restric ted  to an y  

topic, and th a t  the  collective would be an  excellent m ethod of 

dem ocratic teaching w ith in  the  regular classroom w ith  regular 

classroom curricula.

For m y  one-credit project, I decided to facilitate the  production 

of a collective w ith in  a Grade Nine Social Studies class th a t  I was 

teaching. I w anted  to em ploy the  ideas presented w ith in  fem inist 

pedagogy, th a t  of allowing em pow erm ent to take place and to

become a "midwife" to the  studen ts instead of the  teacher-d irector



expected in m a n y  productions. Including the  concepts th a t  Freire 

discusses in his ideas of studen ts being able to nam e their world 

and have a concept of place and understanding of the  world 

th rough the ir own experience, I developed a model of presenting 

the  d ram a  collective.

The collective began w ith  dialogue w ith in  the  classroom to 

discover w h a t the  students w ere in terested  in. We viewed a tape 

of a collective and discussed the  value of the  m edium . At th a t  

tim e I proposed the  idea for the  project and the  studen ts voted 

unanim ously  to go ahead w ith  it. We set up a tim eline for the  

production and decided to do it on "Communism". After a week of 

dialogue about our perceptions of com m unism , the  studen ts decided 

th a t  the  subject w as too n arrow  and th a t  th ey  w ere intrigued 

w ith  the  prejudice th ey  w ere experiencing w ith in  them selves about 

the  "Reds". They voted to change the  collective to include prejudice 

in general.

The project lasted two m onths. We spent about tw o hours a 

week talking about prejudice. We brainstorm ed words th a t  dealt 

w ith  prejudice and then  categorized the  words and discussed each 

category. Several tim es the  studen ts w rote down th e ir feelings 

about the  project and its progress.

After m uch dialogue, we began to improvise scenes 

surrounding our discussions and try in g  to re inact personal



situations and show how we felt or thought. The project 

progressed, and a t  the  end of the  second m onth, we presented it to 

an  audience. After the  perform ance, the  audience joined in a 

discussion on the  collective and on prejudice, thus becoming an  

existential p a r t of the  en tire  process. Nothing w as scripted, and 

the  dialogue th a t  took, place during the  perform ance w as 

spontaneous, consequently, I assert th a t  the  en tire  project was 

phenomenological as an  "is-ness" or w h a t it is like to discuss 

prejudice, and w h a t prejudice is like. If it w as ever presented 

again, it would change and develop, hence the  idea of being ever in- 

process.

The studen ts w ere super, I th ink  I learned the  m ost, and 

several tim es I w as rem inded th a t  I w as an  equal p a r tn e r  and m y  

agenda as teacher w as not going to be accepted. The studen ts 

learned who th ey  w ere and w h a t th ey  thought and as a group 

decided th a t  no m a tte r  w h a t the ir own prejudices m a y  rem ain , 

th a t  th ey  w ere responsible for these thoughts and owned the 

feelings.



Student Comments During Project

During the  project, studen ts often discussed their feelings about 
w h a t th e y  w ere learning. W ith the ir permission, I have included 
two en tries about the  project and prejudice. The first e n try  w as 
done a t  the  beginning of th e  project and students w ere asked w h a t 
th ey  felt w as a t the  root of th e ir prejudices. The second inclusion 
w as done a t  the  end of the  project and students w ere asked to 
w rite  about how th e y  felt about the  en tire  collective.
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Jv^UyiK. ^ J X  ydxH Xm  - V A )  r y ^ u / A  j

<M'
<JCd

^O^AJL ̂  ̂ A X J t
7 J<fc^r\eX _Â 3̂ . 7
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jopX'jCU J Op ^  Ĵvfl (^/yOG^G^k C^&4jQ»WkL A«̂ C) <̂ -6u^ k

CaJC ^  /v3lo

1A <3̂  Jtk^ AjedXu<ct<> ct& "hct U jd^ Jh ly  C*dhd^ ,
CO®** AgAfi 4 d&c&UMJiJ -&&>sa J2/7=t\cK

.Xl̂ Avfcfr ^Cdxi-Ox? 6l45 '̂ ê Ŝ rlhsAl <2'LL/»</|
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t 4 j^ aAA«^ ^ W X lJ  ^  J<Kxj&f̂ L.
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”* C b  pa/s-f2/^) vJ^v-; , ^Kd■•C'-d,’-CjJ -£u

\



7

HII <4 Ja/ yUj J^r- oj )  C rtxK $
U ^ao o X - d ^ A  t
xf U n K j ^ l  A J U > - X j  X *  _ _  J
u —X n s O ' j J  - ^ j2^j2^ <k. ^'^4n^k^r\

t» X X b  Av> X X  Ai&i: o t ^  Q^j

Xz ^ c A j )  -C ^Z sz/0  
AJ &wdsxxAjOUU\ jtTUL^Jli^j_........... .

^ ) o  X ? y  /V v v a ^ ^  a n  . X r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
(5 e ^ e  A ^ n  a X

■* U ^ c h j^ p . u ^ 7...;
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Overhead Brainstorm Chart on Natives

This ch a rt is a sam ple of ch a rts  we brainstorm ed during the 
project. We would record all words th a t  cam e to m ind about the 
subject. This ch a rt w as done from  words th a t  w ere called out 
about Natives.





Description of Scenes

HOCKEY SCENE: This scene w as developed w hen we discussed 
prejudices about natives. The boys w ere v e ry  verbal about the  
fact th a t  th e y  believed Natives w ere unfa ir in hockey. During our 
discussions it w as revealed th a t  w hite studen ts w ere equally  unfair 
a g rea t deal of the  tim e.

TEACHER SCENE: As we developed scenes, I had  an  agenda to keep 
to the  topic of religious or ethnic prejudice. However, th e  boys felt 
th a t  th e y  w ere victim s of prejudice by  fem ale teachers. On a day  
th a t  I w as absent, the  studen ts composed th is scene. It w as an  
excellent rem inder of th e  dem ocratic process!

DUTCH SCENE: Elaine expressed h e r own experiences as a 
new com er to the  area, a  child of p aren ts  born in Holland. This 
scene w as constructed as she re la ted  her story .

PLAYGROUND SCENE: S tudents w ere used to buying "Nigger Babies" 
from  th e  store; it w asn 't un til we s ta rted  our dialogues th a t  it 
cam e app aren t th a t  the  nam e w as not appropriate. This scene 
stem m ed a lot of talking about w h a t exactly  is in a  title  or nam e.

HUTTERITE SCENE: As farm ers, the  studen ts in th e  a rea  a re  
acu te ly  aw are  of the  new  H utterite  colony th a t  has ju s t  been built. 
Their discussions of H utterites w ere heated  and defensive m a n y  
tim es and  the  resu lt w as a  knowledge th a t  they , indeed w ere 
prejudiced, b u t th a t  th e y  felt it w as justified.

STORE SCENE: This scene w as a  resu lt of the  discussion th a t  crim e 
and stealing from  stores w as led by  Natives. The perceptions of 
th e  studen ts w ere from  h ea rsay  and  news reports, never from  
firs t-hand  experience.





Dear Grade Nine Parent,

Our Social Studies Class is studying the topic; The U.S.S.R. this year 
as a requirement within the Alberta Curriculum for Grade Nine Social 
Studies. As part of our unit, we are doing a dramatic presentation 
entitled; "Communism”. The students are writing and researching this 
topic themselves, and our production will be co-authored by each student, 
in other words, they are writing the entire play themselves.

The play will be finished in January,, and we are hoping to present it 
to any interested parents and friends. In addition, we are planning to 
present the play at the University of Lethbridge to several teachers.

During the process of creating the play, I would like to record some of 
our classes on video tape, as well as on a tape recorder. In addition, I 
will be keeping a journal of the progress we are making. I would like 
permission from you to keep these records of our play, and invite you to 
visit us at any time to view the records or watch our rehearsals.

Along with working within the curriculum, I feel that this method of 
drama works well in allowing the students to research and develop their 
own ideas and to become critical thinkers. I am using work within this 
framework towards the completion of my Master's Degree at the University 
of Lethbridge. What we generate during this Grade Nine class will assist 
other teachers in developing new ways to teach Social Studies, and it 
is exciting that our Enchant Grade Nines will be able to take part in this.

I would appreciate any comments or questions that you have in regard to this 
manner, and request that you indicate your permission on this paper and 
return it to the school.

________  f (\ ______________  has my permission to participate in
the drama'tic presentation for Grade Nine Social Studies. I also give 
my permission for my child to be video-taped.

Thank you

Shir chant Social Studies

7
a  it (parent or guardian)



Our Social Studies Class is studying the topic; The U.S.S.R. this year 
as a requirement within the Alberta Curriculum for Grade Nine Social 
Studies. As part of our unit, we are doing a dramatic presentation 
entitled: "Communism". The students are writing and researching this
topic themselves, and our production will be co-authored by each student, 
in other words, they are writing the entire play themselves.

The play will be finished in January,, and we are hoping to present it 
to any interested parents and friends. In addition, we are planning to 
present the play at the University of Lethbridge to several teachers.

During the process of creating the play, I would like to record some of 
our classes on video tape, as well as on a tape recorder. In addition, I 
will be keeping a journal of the progress we are making. I would like 
permission from you to keep these records of our play, and invite you to 
visit us at any time to view the records or watch our rehearsals.

Along with working within the curriculum, I feel that this method of 
drama works well in allowing the students to research and develop their 
own ideas and to become critical thinkers. I am using work'within this 
framework towards the completion of my Master's Degree at the University 
of Lethbridge. What we generate during this Grade Nine class will assist 
other teachers in developing new ways to teach Social Studies, and it 
is exciting that our Enchant Grade Nines will be able to take part in this.

I would appreciate any comments or questions that you have in regard to this 
manner, and request that you indicate your permission on this paper and 
return it to the school.

Dear Grade Nine Parent,

Thank you,

Shirley Steinberg, Enchant Social Studies

_________________________________ has my permission to participate in
the dramatic presentation for Grade Nine Social Studies. I also give 
my permission for my child to be video-taped.

(parent or guardian)

date



Dear Grade Nine Parent,

Our Social Studies Class is studying the topic; The U.S.S.R. this year 
as a requirement within the Alberta Curriculum for Grade Nine Social 
Studies. As part of our unit, we are doing a dramatic presentation 
entitled: "Communism". The students are writing and researching this
topic themselves, and our production will be co-authored by each student, 
in other words, they are writing the entire play themselves.

The play will be finished in January,, and we are hoping to present it 
to any interested parents and friends. In addition, we are planning to 
present the play at the University of Lethbridge to several teachers.

During the process of creating the play, I would like to record some of 
our classes on video tape, as well as on a tape recorder. In addition, I 
will be keeping a journal of the progress we are making. I would like 
permission from you to keep these records of our play, and invite you to 
visit us at any time to view the records or watch our rehearsals.

Along with working within the curriculum, I feel that this method of 
drama works well in allowing the students to research and develop their 
own ideas and to become critical thinkers. I am using work within this 
framework towards the completion of my Master's Degree at the University 
of Lethbridge. What we generate during this Grade Nine class will assist 
other teachers in developing new ways to teach Social Studies, and it 
is exciting that our Enchant Grade Nines will be able to take part in this.

I would appreciate any comments or questions that you have in regard to this 
manner, and request that you indicate your permission on this paper and 
return it to the school.

’ "' ' " - - - - -  fjj_ne social Studies. I also give
deo-taped.

Thank you,

Shirle„ _ wj . it Social Studies

has my permission to participate in

date

(parent or guardian)



Dear Grade Nine Parent,

Our Social Studies Class is studying the topic; The U.S.S.R. this year 
as a requirement within the Alberta Curriculum for Grade Nine Social 
Studies. As part of our unit, we are doing a dramatic presentation 
entitled; "Communism". The students are writing and researching this 
topic themselves, and our production will be co-authored by each student, 
in other words, they are writing the entire play themselves.

The play will be finished in January,, and we are hoping to present it 
to any interested parents and friends. In addition, we are planning to 
present the play at the University of Lethbridge to several teachers.

During the process of creating the play, I would like to record some of 
our classes on video tape, as well as on a tape recorder. In addition, I 
will be keeping a journal of the progress we are making. I would like 
permission from you to keep these records of our play, and invite you to 
visit us at any time to view the records or watch our rehearsals.

Along with working within the curriculum, I feel that this method of 
drama works well in allowing the students to research and develop their 
own ideas and to become critical thinkers. I am using work within this 
framework towards the completion of my Master's Degree at the University 
of Lethbridge. What we generate during this Grade Nine class will assist 
other teachers in developing new ways to teach Social Studies, and it 
is exciting that our Enchant Grade Nines will be able to take part in this.

I would appreciate any comments or questions that you have in regard to this 
manner, and request that you indicate your permission on this paper and 
return it to the school.

Thank you,

Shirley Steinberg, EnchantySocial Studies

has my permission to participate in 
the dramatic presentation for Grade Nine Social Studies. I also give 
my permission for my child to be video-taped.

^  \JsU ̂  
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(parent or guardian)



Dear Grade Nine Parent

Our Social Studies Class is studying the topic; The U.S.S.R. this year 
as a requirement within the Alberta Curriculum for Grade Nine Social 
Studies. As part of our unit, we are doing a dramatic presentation 
entitled; "Communism”. The students are writing and researching this 
topic themselves, and our production will be co-authored by each student, 
in other words, they are writing the entire play themselves.

The play will be finished in Januaryr and we are hoping to present it 
to any interested parents and friends. In addition, we are planning to 
present the play at the University of Lethbridge to several teachers.

During the process of creating the play, I would like to record some of 
our classes on video tape, as well as on a tape recorder. In addition, I 
will be keeping a journal of the progress we are making. I would like 
permission from you to keep these records of our play, and invite you to 
visit us at any time to view the records or watch our rehearsals.

Along with working within the curriculum, I feel that this method of 
drama works well in allowing the students to research and develop their 
own ideas and to become critical thinkers. I am using work'within this 
framework towards the completion of my Master's Degree at the University 
of Lethbridge. What we generate during this Grade Nine class will assist 
other teachers in developing new ways to teach Social Studies, and it 
is exciting that our Enchant Grade Nines will be able to take part in this.

I would appreciate any comments or questions that you have in regard to this 
manner, and request that you indicate your permission on this paper and 
return it to the school.

Thank you,

the dramatic presentation for Grade Nine Social Studies. I also give 
my permission for my child to be video-taped.

Shirley social Studies

has my permission to participate in

(parent or guardian)
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Dear Grade Nine Parent, /

Our Social Studies Class is studying the topic; The U.S.S.R. this year 
as a requirement within the Alberta Curriculum for Grade Nine Social 
Studies. As part of our unit, we are doing a dramatic presentation 
entitled: "Communism”. The students are writing and researching this
topic themselves, and our production will be co-authored by each student, 
in other words, they are writing the entire play themselves.

The play will be finished in January,, and we are hoping to present it 
to any interested parents and friends. In addition, we are planning to 
present the play at the University of Lethbridge to several teachers.

During the process of creating the play, I would like to record some of 
our classes on video tape, as well as on a tape recorder. In addition, I 
will be keeping a journal of the progress we are making. I would like 
permission from you to keep these records of our play, and invite you to 
visit us at any time to view the records or watch our rehearsals.

Along with working within the curriculum, I feel that this method of 
drama works well in allowing the students to research and develop their 
own ideas and to become critical thinkers. I am using work within this 
framework towards the completion of my Master's Degree at the University 
of Lethbridge. What we generate during this Grade Nine class will assist 
other teachers in developing new ways to teach Social Studies, and it 
is exciting that our Enchant Grade Nines will be able to take part in this.

I would appreciate any comments or questions that you have in regard to this 
manner, and request that you indicate your permission on this paper and 
return it to the school.

Thank you,

the dramatic presentation for Grade Nine Social Studies. I also give 
my permission for my child to be video-taped.

Studies

has my permission to participate in

(parent or guardian)



Dear Grade Nine Parent,

Our Social Studies Class is studying the topic; The U.S.S.R. this year 
as a requirement within the Alberta Curriculum for Grade Nine Social 
Studies. As part of our unit, we are doing a dramatic presentation 
entitled: "Communism". The students are writing and researching this
topic themselves, and our production will be co-authored by each student, 
in other words, they are writing the entire play themselves.

The play will be finished in January,, and we are hoping to present it 
to any interested parents and friends. In addition, we are planning to 
present the play at the University of Lethbridge to several teachers.

During the process of creating the play, I would like to record some of 
our classes on video tape, as well as on a tape recorder. In addition, I 
will be keeping a journal of the progress we are making. I would like 
permission from you to keep these records of our play, and invite you to 
visit us at any time to view the records or watch our rehearsals.

Along with working within the curriculum, I feel that this method of 
drama works well in allowing the students to research and develop their 
own ideas and to become critical thinkers. I am using work'within this 
framework towards the completion of my Master's Degree at the University 
of Lethbridge. What we generate during this Grade Nine class will assist 
other teachers in developing new ways to teach Social Studies, and it 
is exciting that our Enchant Grade Nines will be able to take part in this.

I would appreciate any comments or questions that you have in regard to this 
manner, and request that you indicate your permission on this paper and 
return it to the school.

Thank vnu.

Shirl „ Studies

____ J A l k. ----------- has my permission to participate in
the dramatic presentation for Grade Nine Social Studies. I also give 
my permission for my child to be video-taped.

(parent or guardian)
/



Dear Grade Nine Parent,

Our Social Studies Class is studying the topic: The U.S.S.R. this year 
as a requirement within the Alberta Curriculum for Grade Nine Social 
Studies. As part of our unit, we are doing a dramatic presentation 
entitled: "Communism". The students are writing and researching this
topic themselves, and our production will be co-authored by each student, 
in other words, they are writing the entire play themselves.

The play will be finished in JanuaryT and we are hoping to present it 
to any interested parents and friends. In addition, we are planning to 
present the play at the University of Lethbridge to several teachers.

During the process of creating the play, I would like to record some of 
our classes on video tape, as well as on a tape recorder. In addition, I 
will be keeping a journal of the progress we are making. I would like 
permission from you to keep these records of our play, and invite you to 
visit us at any time to view the records or watch our rehearsals.

Along with working within the curriculum, I feel that this method of 
drama works well in allowing the students to research and develop their 
own ideas and to become critical thinkers. I am using work within this 
framework towards the completion of my Master's Degree at the University 
of Lethbridge. What we generate during this Grade Nine class will assist 
other teachers in developing new ways to teach Social Studies, and it 
is exciting that our Enchant Grade Nines will be able to take part in this.

I would appreciate any comments or questions that you have in regard to this 
manner, and request that you indicate your permission on this paper and 
return it to the school.

Thank you,

the dramatic presentation for Grade Nine Social Studies. I also give 
my permission for my child to be video-taped.

Studies

has my permission to participate in

(parent or guardian)

date
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