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A Circulation Analysis of Regional Industrial Structure
in Niimi City, Okayama

Ryohei Nakamura, Yoshiaki Kobayashi

In recent years, not a few local municipalities are suffering from the decline of population. In addition most
of the municipalities are facing to construct new population projection by creating regional economies.

In this paper we focus on Niimi City in Okayama which is located in a mountainous area in northern
Okayama. The city’s current population is approximately 34 thousand, however it is expected to be below 30
thousand in a few years. The industrial structure of Niimi is not so complicated but specialized in lime mining in
many years. There are, of course, several manufacturing industries which have a role of regional basic industry.
In Niimi, furthermore, younger generation tends to move to larger cities such as Okayama City for searching
jobs.

Based upon those facts we conducted the regional economic structural and circular analysis which is
originally proposed by Nakamura. In order to do this, we made detail questionnaire for constructing transaction
table by firms and industries. We identified regional basic industries and recognized those input/output structure
and intra/inter transaction structure. Based upon the analysis we have reached to the conclusion that it is no
easy to construct circular economic system in Niimi in current industrial structure. Finally we propose regional

funding style for circulating money





