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The practice of "animal experimental science" education
that broaden student perspectives
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Summary

When they first enroll, most university students have a negative view of animal experiments. To
provide a more accurate and balanced understanding, we have introduced "animal experimental
science" education that aims to broaden perspectives. In addition to conventional animal
experiments in medicine and biotechnology, we have also introduced the concept of experimentation
in the field of animal nursing, in which the role of the companion animal is studied. In the lower
grades, students have little information and tend to assume that all animal experiments are cruel.
They are therefore very critical of animal experiments. In the higher grades, students take part in
animal experiments. By appreciating the need for such experiments, our students became less
critical. As graduation thesis students, many students choose to undertake animal experiments, if a
scientific challenge requires it. Introducing the concepts of “laboratory animals” and “animal
experiments” at the right educational stage leads students to a better understanding of animal
experimentation. Through this process, the students’ reluctant acceptance can be changed to
acceptance with a positive attitude.
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