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Memeing Grandma: Bridging the Gap 
between the Archives and Pop Culture 
through a Historical Photo Meme Contest 
Clint Pumphrey, Manuscript Curator 
Darcy Pumphrey, Digital Library Coordinator 



Goals of the Contest  

n  Promote the use of the library's 
digital archives and introduce 
the website to students 

n  Obtain more “likes” for the 
library’s Facebook page 

Credit: Katherine Barcelo, USU Student Entry 



Contest Development 

n  Similar contests 

n  Alleviating internal 
concerns 

n  Basic rules 
libguides.usu.edu/meme 

n  Prize 

 

Credit: Cody Hammons, USU Student Entry 



Promotion 

n  Flyer 

n  A-Day on the Quad 

n  Facebook 



Results 

2014 Contest Winner: Kayla Spencer  
 

2015 Contest Winner: Eva Robb 







What's Next? 

n  More promotion! 
n  Classes 

n  Departments 

n  More inclusive 
prize? 

Credit: Clint Pumphrey, Example Meme  



What’s a Meme? 

Applying the ideas of... 
n  Random change 

n  Natural selection 

...to ideas. 



What Is an Internet Meme? 

Jokes, rumors, videos, 
websites 

 

Propagated online 

 

Gain influence 
http://www.jbchicago.com/one-does-not-simply-create-a-meme/ 



These Are Memes 



Meme Characteristics 
         Intertextuality    

                User-generated derivatives 



Social Mindsets: School 



Social Mindsets: Community 



Social Mindsets: Student Life 



The Digital Exhibit 

http://exhibits.usu.edu/exhibits/show/memecontest 







Questions? 
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