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Swimming behaviour of beluga and stellate
sturgeons during their migration in the Lower
Danube River

Stefan Hont*, Marian Paraschiv*, Marian lani*, Radu Suciu*, Lucian Oprea**

* Danube Delta National Institute - Tulcea
** _ower Danube University of Galati Romania
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Starry_sturgeon

Materials and methods:

Acoustic telemetry equipment (by Vemco):

Submerged automatic acoustic receivers (7)

Acoustic transmitters (9) V16TP-6x-069k
(with depth and temperature sensors)

Tag detection transmitters (2) ]
VV16-6x-060k-2 a

Mobile receiver / active tracking VR-100

VR2 W
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Beluga sturgeon & - captured on
06 Aprll 2014
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Overview of longitudinal movements / beluga sturgeon

(Nov. 2013 - April 2014)
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5) Recorded on

07.Apr.14 at 13
VR - 100

Recsnver Gogosu Branch d

B

:00/

4) Recorded on 06.Apr.14 on
Gogosu br.:10:19-12:11

20:01-23:11

3) Released on
06.Apr.2014
at 10:15

2) Captured on
06.Apr.2014
at 03:00

Tagged sturgeon recorded at Danube River Km 847 (Pristol)

‘Radujevac Gru

6) 08.04.2014
06:03 - 06:47

Pristol D.R. Km 847
(twater 13,2°C)

1) 02.04.2014
08:00-08:13

Pristol D.R. Km 847 {
(twater 12,4°C) ‘ : . (
gRreceiveribris i
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Conclusions

1. Beluga and stellate sturgeons
- still arrive downstream of the Iron Gates 2 HP dams;
- swim upstream following the bottom of the river.

2. Beluga sturgeon males:

- swim upstream 748 Km in 18 days; and returned back in
the same numbers of days;

- are returning in the river for spawning every 3 years.

3. Stellate sturgeon male:
- were returning in the river for spawning after 2 years;
- was recorded by the receiver installed at turbine #.1
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