
mOthertongue

Volume 13 Spring Article 3

2007

Never A Sleep Holding All
Xiaohua Liu
University of Massachusetts Amherst

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umass.edu/mot

Part of the Fiction Commons, Illustration Commons, Photography Commons, and the Poetry
Commons

This Multilingual Poetry is brought to you for free and open access by ScholarWorks@UMass Amherst. It has been accepted for inclusion in
mOthertongue by an authorized editor of ScholarWorks@UMass Amherst. For more information, please contact scholarworks@library.umass.edu.

Recommended Citation
Liu, Xiaohua (2007) "Never A Sleep Holding All," mOthertongue: Vol. 13 , Article 3.
Available at: https://scholarworks.umass.edu/mot/vol13/iss1/3

brought to you by COREView metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk

provided by ScholarWorks@UMass Amherst

https://core.ac.uk/display/32439666?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1
https://scholarworks.umass.edu/mot?utm_source=scholarworks.umass.edu%2Fmot%2Fvol13%2Fiss1%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarworks.umass.edu/mot/vol13?utm_source=scholarworks.umass.edu%2Fmot%2Fvol13%2Fiss1%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarworks.umass.edu/mot/vol13/iss1/3?utm_source=scholarworks.umass.edu%2Fmot%2Fvol13%2Fiss1%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarworks.umass.edu/mot?utm_source=scholarworks.umass.edu%2Fmot%2Fvol13%2Fiss1%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1151?utm_source=scholarworks.umass.edu%2Fmot%2Fvol13%2Fiss1%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1135?utm_source=scholarworks.umass.edu%2Fmot%2Fvol13%2Fiss1%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1142?utm_source=scholarworks.umass.edu%2Fmot%2Fvol13%2Fiss1%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1153?utm_source=scholarworks.umass.edu%2Fmot%2Fvol13%2Fiss1%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1153?utm_source=scholarworks.umass.edu%2Fmot%2Fvol13%2Fiss1%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarworks.umass.edu/mot/vol13/iss1/3?utm_source=scholarworks.umass.edu%2Fmot%2Fvol13%2Fiss1%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:scholarworks@library.umass.edu


Xiaohua Liu

^^^^^

4 mOthertongue 2007



Never A Sleep Holding All
Xiaohua Liu

And then, the moment when all sounds quietly rest,

all desires wander to disappear,

I know it's the time thinking of you with the colors

in your eyes that I am so familiar. Giraffe,

if you still keep the way in the midnight or early

morning at one or two with opened or absent,

with smiling or tearing eyes gazing at the spot

to imagine retreating from the adventure.

The entire city is deeply sleeping but you know well the souls:

if they are heavy or delight and whenever they want to cry.

It's a real graceful turn. Giraffe, and no one knows

the reason you've been as a giant shadow

and always as poised as trees. Giraffe,

very and very slow you are walking along the street

at the same height as the skyscrapers

and as calm, and as lazy as them too.
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