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End ofA Visit

Yehudit B. Heller

You are going away again,

as you have so many times.

But wait,

have you packed everything?

One never knows

what one really needs.

Check again, examine the luggage-

So often we leave the necessary behind.

You are packing, I see you-

Your suitcases, one on top of the other,

just as you pile the fears.

And the compressed thoughts

hanging

swinging

like the swollen purse dangling from your shoulder.

You collect all the parts of yourself

And then, as is always your way,

you leave the door

open behind.

You don't look back.

I tell you Don't worry.

I myself, as before, will close the door.

Translation by Agah Shahid Ali
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